SANDHILL CRANE

Note: South Dakota does not survey crane hunters. All numbers provided within this section were obtained
through the US Fish & Wildlife Service, Waterfowl Harvest Surveys Section, Laurel, MD, or through the
Division of Migratory Bird Management, Denver, CO.

The 2012 sandhill crane season covered 22 September -18 November west of US 281. The daily limit was 3
birds, possession 6. To hunt cranes, residents were required to hold small game, 1-day small game, adult,
senior or junior combination, or youth small game licenses plus a migratory bird certification. Nonresidents
were required to obtain a nonresident waterfowl, a nonresident small game, or a nonresident youth small
game license plus a migratory bird certification.

Comparison of the 2001 - 2012 sandhill crane harvests

Number of Ave Days Ave Season

Year Hunters Harvest Hunted Bag

2001 145 478 271 3.30

2002 144 160 2.38 111

2003 114* 166 2.16 1.46

2004 79* 67* 3.44 0.85*
2005 165* 190* 3.51 1.15*%
2006 144~ 202* 1.40*%
2007 57* 163* 2.86*
2008 64* 83* 1.30*
2009 63* 96* 1.52*
2010 52* 91* 1.74*
2011 44* 64* 1.45*
2012 54* 185* 3.43*

*2003-2012 estimates are preliminary.



