SAGE GROUSE

The first modern sage grouse hunting season was held in 1955. Between 1955 and 1980, the season was
open only about half the years, primarily during the 1970s, and seasons were restrictive. Length of season
ranged from 2 to 7 days, with many seasons held during the week with daily bag limits of 1 or 2 birds. In 1980,
the population was declining and continued to decline until the mid-1980s. It then stabilized with some
fluctuations from year to year. Currently, the population is considered too low to support having a hunting
season. The sage grouse hunting season was re-opened in 2000 and closed again in 2013.

Comparison of the 2001-2015 Sage Grouse harvests

Harvest by County Harvest by Age & Sex
# of Hunters Total Juv/Yr Juv/Yr Adult Adult
Year (est. % of total) Harvest Butte Harding Male Female Male Female
2001 27 (77%) 12 4 8 2 3 5 2
2002* 32 (88%) 16 4 12 5 3 1 3
2003 36 (95%) 12 4 8 1 4 6 1
2004 53(95%) 25 8 17 5 12 8 0
2005 40 (95%) 26 9 17 6 10 8 2
2006 46 (95%) 15 0 15 7 4 2 2
2007 25 10 2 8 5 2 3 0
2008 24 17 5 12 3 5 6 3
2009 20 7 3 4 2 3 0 2
2010 26 12 9 3 1 0 6 5
2011 27 11 6 5 3 2 3 3
2012 35 9 2 7 0 0 3 6

2013 Season Closed
2014 Season Closed
2015 Season Closed

*In 2002, only 12 of the 16 sage grouse harvested were checked in with GFP personnel, therefore, harvest by age and sex totals do not
add up to the total harvest.



