
SOUTH DAKOTA GAME, FISH AND PARKS 
Application for Photography/Filming Permit  

 
Please supply the information requested below. This information is required to evaluate your permit 
request. Attach additional sheets, if necessary. Allow at least four (4) business days for processing. A 
non-refundable processing fee may be required to accompany this application. There may be additional 
fees charged, including a location fee, and you will be required to provide proof of liability insurance.   

 
Applicant: Company: 
Social Security #: Tax ID #: 
Street/Address: Street/Address: 
City/State/Zip Code: City/State/Zip Code: 
Telephone #: Telephone #: 
Cell phone #: Cell phone #: 
Fax #: Fax #: 
Email: Email: 

 
Project name: Producer: 
Type of project: Photographer: 
Location manager: Director: 
Telephone #: Insurance company: 
Cell phone #:  

 
TYPE OF PROJECT: 

 Stills, editorial  Stills, advertising  stills, other  stock photo/video/film 

 Feature Film /TV Movie   TV Series/Pilot  Documentary/Travelogue  Commercial     

 Music Video  Public Service Announcement   Infomercial     Industrial   

 Other, explain                                                                           

Will there be sound recording    Yes      No   Night work :   No    Yes,  explain                                    

OVERALL STORYLINE/SCRIPT:  

 

 

 

 

SHOOTING SCHEDULE BY LOCATION: 

 

 

 

DATE LOCATION Start 
Time 

End 
Time 

Interior or 
Exterior 

FILM    PREP   STRIKE # of cast  
& crew 

                            

                            

                            

                            



SHOOTING SET-UP: 

Set dressing or other structures proposed:    No     Yes, explain 

                                                          

ATTACH ADDITIONAL PAGES FOR INFORMATION NEEDED TO EVALUATE YOUR 
PERMIT REQUEST INCLUDING: set construction, parking, sanitary facilities, crowd control, 
emergency medical plan, off-road activity, trail use, or use of any building and site clean up. 
Include a proposed Site Plan(s). 
 
 
Electrical needs, explain                                                   Generator:  No    Yes, size ____________   

Lighting:    None      Reflectors only        Yes (explain) 

Road:                                                                    Date/time:                                       Closure requested 

 Running shots  Driving shots  Drive-bys   Tow shots  Drive-ups & Away  Wet down road 

 Camera/Equipment on Road Shoulder    Camera/Equipment on median      Other (explain)                                           
 
OPERATIONAL INFORMATION:  
Number of Personnel and Vehicles:    

Total Cast & Crew              Personal Cars             Large Trucks             Other Trucks            Vans _____              

Camera Car                 Picture Cars                 Motor homes                 Dressing Rooms _______                     

Other Vehicles (explain):                                                                                                                                                               

Base Camp location:   _________________________________________________________________                                  

Catering Co. Name                                                                       Phone #     _______________________       
 
SPECIAL ACTIVITIES: 
Children: None� Yes�   # of Children               Age Range ________ Animals: None� Yes (explain)� 

Trainer Name:                                                         Phone #: ____________________________ 

Aircraft:    No�    Yes (explain)� 

Special Effects: (identify) 

Effects Technician Name:                                         Phone # ___________________________ 

License # (if applicable)                                          Permit # (if applicable) ________________ 

Stunts: (explain) 

 Coordinator__________________________ Phone #____________________________           

Any other unusual or hazardous activities, explain:                   

 

SPECIAL REQUESTS: 
Indicate any special requests/accommodations needed from the park and/or staff.  
Additional fees may apply. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CONTACTS/RESPONSIBLE PERSONS: 
                                                                                       

Person on location responsible for company's adherence to all terms & conditions of a Film 
Permit: 
 
Name: _______________________ Title: _______________________ Phone: ____________ 

 

Person on location responsible for coordinating activities with the park: 

 

Name: _______________________ Title: _______________________ Phone: ____________ 

 

Person at the company office to contact for follow up information and billing: 

 

Name: ____________________________Title: _________________________Phone:  _____________  

 
I hereby state that the above information given is complete and correct, and that no false or misleading 
information or false statements have been given. All estimates are reliable to the best of my knowledge 
and I have the full authority to represent the applicant/production company and the project described 
above. 
 
Signature _____________________ Title ______________________   Date ____________ 
 
Company Name _________________________________________________________   
 
 
                                                                                                                                             
 
Note that this is an application only, and does not serve as permission to conduct a filming 
project or any other use of the park. Information provided will be used to determine whether a 
permit will be issued. If your request is approved, a permit containing applicable conditions 
and regulations will be sent to the person designated on the application. The permit must be 
signed and returned to the park prior to the event. 
 
Return by fax: 605.773.6245 
Attn: Marketing Specialist, SD State Parks 
 



 
Commercial Filming Guidelines 
South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks (GFP) 
 

 A Film Permit is required for any filming activity that meets any of the following 
criteria: Uses stage sets, models, actors, or props; is used to directly advertise 
commercial products or services; requires special access; requires special 
assistance or support from GFP staff; is patently commercial in nature. 

 
 In evaluating the merit of a film request, the park manager will carefully consider 

the following: potential impacts on natural or cultural resources; potential impacts 
on park programs and operations; potential impacts on visitor access and 
experiences. Impacts must be non-existent or minimal or be able to mitigated to 
be acceptable. 

 
 If impacts are non-existent or acceptable and the park manager approves, then a 

written permit will be issued. 
 

 Fees may be charged for filming, which are based upon the size of the crew and 
number of days of filming. The fees range from $150 per day to $750 per day. In 
addition to these basic fees, the State of South Dakota collects “cost recovery” 
charges for GFP time and services. The current rate, subject to change, is $50 per 
hour for GFP staff time. GFP may waive fees for small crews of two people or 
less doing primarily documentary type of filming with no overt commercial 
components. 

 
 In general, no permits will be issued or fees collected for filming that is “breaking 

news” or primarily a “news story”.  This type of news coverage is generally 
filming from public access areas that do not interfere with GFP operations and 
programs. 

 
 



CONDITIONS OF THE PERMIT (IF ISSUED) 
 

1. Permittee shall exercise this privilege subject to the supervision of the park manager, and shall comply 
with all applicable federal, state and local laws and park regulations. 
   

2. Permittee agrees to indemnify and hold harmless the State of  South Dakota, and its officers, agents, 
and employees from any and all liability, damages, actions, claims, demands, expenses, judgments, 
fees and costs of whatever kind or character, arising from, by reason of, or in connection with the use 
of the land and facilities described herein. It is the intention of the parties that the State, and its 
officers, agents and employees shall not be liable or in any way responsible for injury, damage, 
liability, loss or expense resulting to the permittee and those it brings onto the premises due to 
accidents, mishaps, misconduct, negligence or injuries, either in person or property. 

 
Permittee expressly assumes full responsibility for any and all damages or injuries which may result to 
any person or property by reason of or in connection with the use of the land and facilities pursuant to 
this permit, and agrees to pay the State for all damages caused to the land and facilities resulting from 
permittee’s activities hereunder.  When required by State, permittee shall post a performance bond in 
the amount indicated on page 1 of this permit to ensure payment for such damages. 

 
Permittee represents that its activities, pursuant to this agreement, will be supervised by adequately 
trained personnel, and that permittee will observe, and cause the participants in the activity to observe, 
all safety rules for the facility and the activity.  Permittee acknowledges that the State has no duty to 
and will not provide supervision of the activity. 
 
Notwithstanding the above provisions of this paragraph 2, Permittee shall not be responsible for or 
required to defend against claims or damages to the extent arising from the negligence, willful 
misconduct or intentional acts of the State, its officers, agents or employees.   

 
Permittee shall maintain occurrence based commercial general liability insurance or equivalent form 
with a limit of not less than $                        for each occurrence.  If such insurance contains a 
general aggregate limit it shall apply separately to this Agreement or be no less than two times the 
occurrence limit. 

 
Permittee shall maintain Business Automobile Liability Insurance or equivalent form with a limit of 
not less than $1,000,000.00 for each accident.  Such insurance shall include coverage for owned, hired 
and non-owned vehicles. 

 
Permittee shall maintain Worker’s Compensation Insurance and employers’ liability insurance as 
required by South Dakota or other applicable law.   

 
No later than ______ days prior to commencement of this Agreement,  permittee shall furnish the State 
with properly executed Certificates of Insurance which shall clearly evidence all insurance required in 
the Agreement and provide that such insurance shall not be canceled, except on thirty (30) days’ prior 
written notice to the State. 

 
 This terms and conditions of this permit shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the 

laws of the State of South Dakota.  Any lawsuit brought to interpret or enforce this permit shall be 
venued in Circuit Court, Sixth Judicial Circuit, Hughes County, South Dakota.  

 
3. This permit may not be transferred or assigned without the prior express written consent of the park 

manager, which consent shall not be unreasonably withheld. 
 

4. This permit may be terminated upon breach of any of the conditions herein or at the sole discretion of 
the park manager. 
 

5. The permittee is prohibited from giving false information to obtain this permit; to do so shall be 
considered a breach of conditions and be grounds for revocation of this permit in the sole discretion of 
the park manager. 
   

6. Permittee will comply with applicable public heath and sanitation standards and codes. 
 


