
Bird banding update for spring of 2015 
Farm Island and Oahe Downstream, South Dakota 

 
South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks’ Wildlife Diversity Program staff band birds during the peak of 
spring and fall migration at 2 sites in central South Dakota. The Farm Island State Recreation Area 
site was established in 1993. The Oahe Downstream Recreation Area site (called Fisherman’s Point) 
was added in 2004. With the exception of 2011, when extreme flooding prevented access to the sites, 
we have banded at both sites since their establishment.  
 
The most common species banded at both sites this season was the Yellow Warbler, which is both a 
breeding species and migrant in the area. 
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Distribution by bird families illustrates how birds respond to available habitats at the 2 sites. Farm 
Island had an unusually small number of sparrows banded this spring compared to Fisherman’s 
Point. 
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Capture rate at both sites peaked on May 14, 2015. A large number of Clay-colored Sparrows were 
banded on May 13-14 at Fisherman’s Point. In all, we banded 851 birds during the spring of 2015; 
396 birds at Farm Island and 455 birds at Fisherman’s Point.  
 

 
 
Recaptures: Sixty-six birds were recaptured. All were birds we originally banded.  
Fisherman’s Point recapture highlights: 

 Four Yellow Warblers banded in May 2011 were recaptured. 
 A Black-capped Chickadee banded in September 2010 was recaptured. 

 
These recaptures prove the importance of these sites for species that spend all or part of the year at 
these areas.  
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Highlights:  
 

 

 

 

 

We’ve previously reported on a Black-capped Chickadee 
that had unusual brown pigmentation rather than the typical 
black feathers. During the spring of 2015, this recaptured 
Hairy Woodpecker showed a similar pattern, although she 
had normal pigmentation when first banded at Fisherman’s 
Point in September 2013. 

This male Chestnut-sided Warbler 
was banded at Fisherman’s Point 
on May 28, 2015, the first of this 
species banded at this site. Only 11 
Chestnut-sided Warblers have 
been banded at Farm Island, 
making this a special catch for 
either site. 

Yellow-shafted and Red-shafted Flickers overlap and 
hybridize in central South Dakota. They are both Northern 
Flicker species. A male Yellow-shafted Flicker has a black 
“moustache” or malar. A male Red-shafted Flicker has a 
red malar. This individual has a mixture of both, indicating 
that he is a hybrid. 
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Aging Yellow Warblers during spring: 

The greater coverts cover the secondary flight feathers. For many species, the replacement pattern or 
molt limit of these coverts during spring indicates whether an individual is a second year bird (hatched 
the previous year) or an after second year bird. The arrow marks the dividing line between replaced 
greater coverts (to the left of the arrow) and older, unreplaced greater coverts (to the right of the 
arrow), indicating that this is a second year female Yellow Warbler. 

This wing does not show a distinction among greater covert feathers, indicating that this is an after 
second year male Yellow Warbler. 
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Species list for birds banded in the spring of 2015 (alphabetical): 

American Goldfinch Magnolia Warbler 
American Redstart Mourning Warbler 
American Robin Myrtle Warbler 
Baltimore Oriole Northern Cardinal 
Bell’s Vireo Northern Flicker 
Black-and-white Warbler Northern Waterthrush 
Black-capped Chickadee Orange-crowned Warbler 
Black-headed Grosbeak Orchard Oriole 
Blackpoll Warbler Ovenbird 
Blue Jay Red-eyed Vireo 
Brown-headed Cowbird Red-headed Woodpecker 
Brown Thrasher Red-winged Blackbird 
Cedar Waxwing Rose-breasted Grosbeak 
Chestnut-sided Warbler Ruby-crowned Kinglet 
Chipping Sparrow Slate-colored Junco 
Clay-colored Sparrow Song Sparrow 
Common Grackle Spotted Towhee 
Common Yellowthroat Swainson’s Thrush 
Downy Woodpecker Tennessee Warbler 
Field Sparrow “Traill’s” Flycatcher 
Flicker Intergrade Veery 
Gray Catbird Warbling Vireo 
Gray-cheeked Thrush Western Palm Warbler 
Great Crested Flycatcher White-breasted Nuthatch 
Hairy Woodpecker White-crowned Sparrow 
House Wren White-throated Sparrow 
Indigo Bunting Wilson’s Warbler 
Least Flycatcher Yellow-breasted Chat 
Lincoln’s Sparrow Yellow Warbler 
MacGillivray’s Warbler 

 

Banders: Eileen Dowd Stukel, Silka Kempema, and 
Casey Heimerl. U.S.G.S. Banding Permit #21966. 

Acknowledgements: The following assisted with bird 
banding during the spring of 2015: 
Doug Backlund 
Charlene Bessken 
Kathy Mehls 
Sadie Webb 
Maya 

Figures prepared by Casey Heimerl. 

Photos by Eileen Dowd Stukel and Casey Heimerl. Great Crested Flycatcher 
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Bird banding update for fall of 2015 
Farm Island and Oahe Downstream, South Dakota 

 
South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks’ Wildlife Diversity Program staff band birds during the peak of 
spring and fall migration at 2 sites in central South Dakota. The Farm Island State Recreation Area 
site was established in 1993. The Oahe Downstream Recreation Area site (called Fisherman’s Point) 
was added in 2004. With the exception of 2011, when extreme flooding prevented access to the sites, 
we have banded at both sites since their establishment.  
 
The most common species banded at both sites this season was the Orange-crowned Warbler, which 
is also the most common species banded since this banding effort began. 
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Distribution by bird families illustrates how birds respond to available habitats at the 2 sites. As is 
typical, the more open habitats at Farm Island attracted more sparrows compared to Fisherman’s 
Point, which experienced higher numbers of Ruby-crowned Kinglets than during recent banding 
seasons. 
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The capture rate (number of birds/net hour) at Farm Island peaked on September 30, 2015, with a 
value of 2.533. Fisherman’s Point experienced capture rate peaks with similar values; on September 
23 (3.222) and September 29 (3.268).  
 
In all, we banded 1,321 birds during the fall of 2015; 838 birds at Farm Island and 
483 birds at Fisherman’s Point.  
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Recaptures: Fifty-five birds were recaptured. All were birds we originally banded.  
 
 Farm Island Fisherman’s Point 
banded fall 2015 15 27 
banded spring 2015 4 1 
banded fall 2014 3  
banded spring 2015 3 1 
OTHER: banded spring 2013 1  
TOTAL 26 29 
 
These recaptures prove the importance of these sites for birds that need to rest and refuel during 
migration as well as individuals that return to these areas to breed each spring. 
 
 
 
 

 
This Common Nighthawk spent several days resting in the same spot within the Farm Island 
banding area.   
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Highlights:  
 

 
 
  Male Black-throated Blue Warbler banded at Fisherman’s Point on October 2, 

2015. This was the first individual of this species captured at this site and only 
the 7th captured at either site. 

 

This Yellow-throated Warbler was 
banded at Farm Island on 
September 30, 2015, the first 
individual of this species ever 
banded at either site. This is a very 
rare species throughout South 
Dakota. 
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This Yellow-billed Cuckoo was banded at Farm Island on 
August 31, 2015. This was only the 3rd individual of this species 
banded at this site. This species has never been banded at 
Fisherman’s Point. 
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Two Sharp-shinned Hawks banded at Farm Island during the fall of 2015. The bird in the upper image 
is a juvenile, identified by the yellow eyes and brown vertical streaks on the breast and belly. The 
adult bird in the lower image has reddish eyes and reddish barring on its breast and belly. Both have 
extremely sharp claws.  
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Number of birds banded by species at Farm Island, fall of 2015 
 
Orange-crowned Warbler 194  Red-headed Woodpecker 1 
Myrtle Warbler 182  Veery 1 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 69  Vesper Sparrow 1 
Swainson's Thrush 38  White-breasted Nuthatch 1 
Common Yellowthroat 36  Yellow-billed Cuckoo 1 
Song Sparrow 34  Yellow-throated Warbler 1 
American Robin 24  Total 838 
Lincoln's Sparrow 24  
Gray Catbird 23  
Swamp Sparrow 22  
Slate-colored Junco 18  
Brown Thrasher 13  
Yellow-shafted Flicker 13  
White-throated Sparrow 11  
Clay-colored Sparrow 10  
Chipping Sparrow 9  
House Wren 9  
Black-capped Chickadee 8  
Field Sparrow 8  
Spotted Towhee 7  
Traill’s Flycatcher 7  
Wilson’s Warbler 7  
American Redstart 6  
Nashville Warbler 6  
Blue Jay 5  
Yellow Warbler 5  
Harris’s Sparrow 4  
Northern Cardinal 4  
Warbling Vireo 4  
White-crowned Sparrow 4  
Yellow-breasted Chat 4  
Bell’s Vireo 3  
Marsh Wren 3  
Brown Creeper 2  
Indigo Bunting 2  
Northern Waterthrush 2  
Sharp-shinned Hawk 2  
American Goldfinch 1  
American Tree Sparrow 1  
Cedar Waxwing 1  
Downy Woodpecker 1  
Fox Sparrow 1  
Least Flycatcher 1  
Mourning Warbler 1  
Ovenbird 1  
Red-bellied Woodpecker 1  
Red-eyed Vireo 1  
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Number of birds banded by species at Fisherman’s Point, fall of 2015 
 
Orange-crowned Warbler 155 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 128 
Swainson's Thrush 37 
Gray Catbird 34 
Myrtle Warbler 34 
Wilson's Warbler 11 
American Robin 10 
Brown Thrasher 7 
House Wren 6 
Ovenbird 6 
Spotted Towhee 5 
Brown Creeper 4 
Slate-colored Junco 4 
Yellow Warbler 4 
American Redstart 3 
Common Yellowthroat 3 
Red-eyed Vireo 3 
Warbling Vireo 3 
Song Sparrow 2 
Tennessee Warbler 2 
Traill’s Flycatcher 2 
American Goldfinch 1 
Baltimore Oriole 1 
Black-and-white Warbler 1 
Black-capped Chickadee 1 
Black-throated Blue Warbler 1 
Chestnut-sided Warbler 1 
Downy Woodpecker 1 
Indigo Bunting 1 
Least Flycatcher 1 
Mourning Warbler 1 
Nashville Warbler 1 
Red-bellied Woodpecker 1 
White-breasted Nuthatch 1 
Total 483 
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 Banders: Eileen Dowd Stukel, Silka Kempema, and Casey Heimerl.  
U.S.G.S. Banding Permit #21966. 
 
Acknowledgements: The following assisted with bird banding during the fall of 2015: 
Doug Backlund 
Charlene Bessken 
Pat Buscher 
Ricky Olson 
Scott Stolz 
George Vandel 
Maya 
 
Figures prepared by Casey Heimerl.  
 
Photos by Eileen Dowd Stukel, Casey Heimerl, Silka Kempema, and Doug Backlund. 
 

 

Juvenile Red-headed Woodpecker banded at Farm Island on September 1, 2015 
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