
 
Private Lands Habitat Projects 

Guidelines at a Glance 
 

The goal of GFP habitat programs on private land is to help interested producers establish habitat that will enhance 
survival and reproduction of desired wildlife species.  These programs are designed to complement grassland habitat 
created by various USDA programs like the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) and Wetlands Reserve Program 
(WRP).  Program options include Food Habitat Plots, Habitat Fencing, Nesting Cover Planting.  GFP also has programs 
to help producers establishing woody wildlife habitat.  Guidelines for these projects are described in a separate 
guideline card. 

Food habitat plots (or food plots) provide pheasants protected areas to feed and can improve their winter survival.  
Food plots can also reduce damage of big game on stored feeds by providing an alternate source of food.  Crops 
typically planted in food plots are corn, sorghum, and/or sunflowers.  Some of the best food plots contain a mixture of 
these crops.  Food plots should be located as near as possible to dense winter cover such as wetlands or dense 
shelterbelts. 

Producers interested in habitat projects should contact their local GFP office or Wildlife Conservation Officer.  Due to 
the high demand for these programs, funding is reserved for producers that are not involved any type of fee hunting 
operation.  In addition, because funding for these projects comes entirely from sales of hunting licenses, producers 
must agree to allow reasonable free public hunting access.  However, producers retain and may regulate all hunting 
access privileges on enrolled lands. 
 

Food Habitat Plots 
• $40 per acre if planted on Walk-In Areas (WIA). 
• $20 per acre for plots not located on WIA’s. 
• Minimum size, 1 acre; Maximum size, 10 acres. 
• Maximum of 10 acres per quarter section. 
• Cooperators must leave crops unharvested through winter. 
• Maximum enrollment of 30 acres per landowner. 
• Annual enrollment period is March through May. 
• Payments are made in February. 

Nesting Cover 
• Limited emphasis due to CRP and WRP programs. 
• Plantings must be 10-160 acres in size. 
• Cost-share is NOT available on CRP or WRP plantings. 
• Cooperator will be reimbursed for 100% of the costs they incur for materials and planting of grass habitat in 

cropland only. 
• Cooperators must agree not to hay or graze cost-shared acres for a minimum of 5 years. 
• May be used as a snow trip on the north or west sides of shelterbelts. 
• One-time payment made upon project completion. 

Habitat Fencing 
• Intended to protect either existing or new habitat.   
• Use this practice to enhance the value of an overall habitat program. 
• Cooperators will be reimbursed for 100% of the costs that they incur for fencing materials. 
• Annual cost-share limit is $1000 per producer. 
• Payments made upon project completion. 
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