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Executive Summary 
Evaluation of the 2011 Mountain Lion Season 

Hunter Survey 
HD-9-11.AMS 

Larry Gigliotti, Ph.D. 
 
 South Dakota's sixth lion season lasted 52 days, harvesting a total of 47 mountain lions: 

- 26 females males    
- 21 males    

 
 A total of 2,325 mountain lion licenses were sold by the close of the Black Hills 

mountain lion season of which 77% reported spending some time hunting for mountain 
lions.  About 2.0% of the licensed hunters and 2.6% of the hunters that actually spent 
time hunting for mountain lions were successful in harvesting a mountain lion. 

 
 About 58% of the 2011 mountain lion license holders were satisfied with the mountain 

lion season as conducted (28% neutral and 14% dissatisfied).  License holders who 
actually went lion hunting were more satisfied than were the license holders who did not 
go lion hunting (64% vs. 38%). 

 
 Overall, most mountain lion license holders had positive and supportive attitudes 

towards mountain lions in South Dakota, but many (80%) were concerned about 
mountain lions killing too many game animals. 
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Evaluation of the 2011 Mountain Lion Season 

HUNTER SURVEY  
HD-9-11.AMS 

 
LARRY M. GIGLIOTTI, PH.D. 

SOUTH DAKOTA GAME, FISH AND PARKS 
 

 South Dakota's sixth mountain lion season ended February 21, 2011, just 52 days 

after opening on January 1st after the 47th mountain lion was harvested, meeting the 2011 

harvest limit (45 total or 30 female lions).  Three mountain lions were harvested on 

February 21st, which resulted in the harvest limit being exceeded.  A total of 26 female 

and 21 male mountain lions were harvested during the 2011 season (Table 1 and Figure 

1).  Harvest information from the previous mountain lion seasons can be found in 

Appendix A.   

 The 2005 and 2006 seasons included a Black Hills and prairie unit while the 

2007, 2009, 2010 and 2011 mountain lion seasons combined the two units into one 

statewide unit.  The Black Hills was closed for the 2008 mountain lion season (only one 

male mountain lion was harvested west of Saint Onge).  Other restrictions were no dogs, 

trapping or baiting, no harvest of spotted lions or lions traveling together, and mandatory 

check within 24 hours (at the Rapid City Regional Office) of lions harvested. 

 Landowners who have purchased a mountain lion license can harvest a mountain 

lion year-round on private land they own or private land they lease outside the Black 

Hills Fire Protection District.  All harvested mountain lions must be presented to a 

conservation officer, state trapper or department representative within 24 hours.  This 

survey only covered mountain lion hunting during the period that the Black Hills season 

was open (January 1 – February 21, 2011). 

METHODS 
 All licensed mountain lion hunters at the time of the season closing (N=2,325) 

were included in the survey.  Hunters with an e-mail address in the 2011 GFP license 

database (N=1,971) were first sent an e-mail invitation to complete their survey via the 

Internet at the close of the season (Appendix B).  The Internet survey was open for two 

weeks, included two e-mail reminders and closed on March 8, 2011.   
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Figure 1.  2011 Mountain lion season harvest locations – Black Hills, South Dakota.  
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 Non-respondents to the Internet survey and hunters without an e-mail address 

were mailed a four-page questionnaire on March 10th (Appendix B).  A postcard 

reminder was sent to all non-respondents about five days after the mailing of the 

questionnaire followed by a second mailing of the questionnaire to all non-respondents 

about two weeks after the postcard reminder. 

 
RESULTS 
 

Overall, a total of 1,729 usable questionnaires were returned for a 75% return rate 

(Table 2).  A total of 39 respondents to the survey reported harvesting a mountain lion 

(83% return rate from successful hunters).  The Internet portion of the survey received a 

56% response rate and the mail portion of the survey received a 52% response rate.  

Sixty-three percent of the survey responses were via the Internet.  Seventy-seven percent 

of the licensed mountain lion hunters actually spent some time hunting for mountain lions 

in the Black Hills for an average of 6.6 days (Table 3).   

Methods Used by Lion Hunters.  Many of the lion hunters used a call (81.0%), 

tracking in snow (71%), walking in the woods looking for lions (66%) and driving the 

roads looking for lions or lion sign (59%) (Table 4).  Most used more than one method.  

Of the 39 successful respondents, 95% used tracking in the snow, 87% used calls, 62% 

driving roads looking for lions or lion sign, and 59% walking in the woods looking for 

lions (Table 4-A).  Data collected from successful hunters at the check-in station can be 

found in Appendix C. 

Lion Interactions.  About 78% of the active mountain lion hunters reported 

seeing mountain lion tracks or other signs of mountain lions while hunting (Table 5).  

About 16% of the active lion hunters observed a mountain lion (56% reported seeing one 

lion and 44% reported seeing a total of 2 or more lions during their hunt).  About 48% 

reported that they did not have a good or clear shot at the lion and 25% reported 

observing more than one lion together; 16% reported seeing a spotted lion (young lion) 

and 12% reported seeing a lion with a spotted lion.  Fourteen hunters (7%) reported 

shooting at but missing a lion and two hunters reported shooting at, probably wounding, 

but not retrieving a lion.  No hunters reported seeing an aggressive-acting lion. 
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About 71% of the hunters reported that the lion they observed was not wearing a 

radio-collar, 20% were unsure, and 9% (18 hunters) said that a lion they observed was 

wearing a radio-collar, although 7 (39%) of these 18 hunters actually harvested a lion. 

Success per licensed hunter (includes all licensed hunters) was 2.02% and success 

per actual lion hunter (hunters that actually spent some time hunting for lions) was 2.63% 

(Table 6).  A total of 1,790 hunters were estimated to have actually spent time hunting for 

mountain lions during the 2011 Black Hills mountain lion season. 

Evaluation of the Season – Satisfaction.  About 58% of the mountain lion 

license holders were satisfied with the mountain lion season as conducted in 2011, 28% 

were neutral and 14% were dissatisfied (Tables 7-A).  License holders who actually 

hunted mountain lions during the 2011 season were more satisfied (64%) than those who 

did not hunt (38%), but the difference was mainly the result of non-hunters being 

‘neutral’ or having ‘no opinion’ (Table 7-B).  

General Attitudes towards Mountain Lions in South Dakota.  Overall, most of 

the 2011 mountain lion license holders had a positive, supportive attitude towards 

mountain lions in South Dakota (Tables 8-A – 8-E).  Most agreed with the statements, 

“The presence of mountain lions is a sign of a healthy environment,” (62%) and “Having 

a healthy, viable population of mountain lions in South Dakota is important to me,” 

(57%) (25% and 31% disagreed; respectively) (Tables 8-A and 8-B).  Also, only 34% 

believed that “having mountain lions in South Dakota is too dangerous a risk to people,” 

(Table 8-D) and most (76%) felt that “by following some simple precautions, people can 

safely live in areas occupied by mountain lions” (Table 8-E).  However, most (80%) of 

the 2011 mountain lion license holders were “concerned about mountain lions killing too 

many game animals” (Table 8-C). 

Demographic Description of the 2011 Mountain Lion License Holders.  About 

65% of the mountain lion license holders live in one of the Black Hills counties 

(Pennington, Lawrence, Custer, Fall River and Meade), 9% in other West River counties 

and 26% were from East River counties (Table 9).  Mean age of the mountain lion license 

holders was 45 years old (Table 10).  Ninety-six percent of the mountain lion license 

holders were male (Table 11).   
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Research Question 1:  

Were there differences between mountain lion license holders who hunted lions 
and those who did not hunt lions in the 2011 mountain lion season (also 
comparing successful hunters with unsuccessful hunters)? 

 
Licensed lion hunters who actually hunted for lions were more satisfied with the 

mountain lion season as conducted in 2011 than were the mountain lion license holders 

who did not lion hunt (64% vs. 38%) (Table 7-A).  About 80% of the successful lion 

hunters were satisfied (Table 12-A).  Much of the differences are eliminated when the 

‘neutral / no opinion’ category is removed from the analyses (Table 12-B). 

Licensed hunters that actually hunted lions were slightly younger than those that 

did not spend time lion hunting and the successful hunters had the youngest mean age 

(Table 13).  Gender was not related to whether or not the mountain lion license holders 

actually hunted for lions in 2011 or success (Table 13).  Residence was related to 

mountain lion hunting; 79% of the licensed Black Hills lion hunters actually spent time 

hunting for mountain lions compared to 55% of the West River residents and 72% of the 

East River residents (Table 14). 

General attitudes were related to whether or not the mountain lion license holders 

actually hunted for lions in 2011 and success (Tables 15-A – 15-E).  The mountain lion 

license holders who actually hunted for lions in 2011 tended to have more positive 

attitudes towards mountain lions compared to the license holders who did not hunt in 

2011.  However, the mountain lion license holders who actually hunted for lions in 2011 

were more concerned about mountain lions killing too many game animals compared to 

the license holders who did not hunt in 2011; and this was especially true for the 

successful lion hunters (Table 15-C). 

 
Research Question 2:  

Are there any significant/important differences between the five mountain lion 
seasons (2005–2011)?  Note: the 2005 lion season was held during the Black Hills 
elk seasons (October), the 2006 and 2007 lion seasons were held during the Black 
Hills deer season (November), and the 2009 through 2011 seasons were outside of 
the deer season (January–February). 

 
From 2005 through 2007 a similar percent of mountain lion license holders 

actually spent time hunting for mountain lions, ranging from 57% in 2005 to 61% in 
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2006, however, a significantly higher percent of the 2009 (68%), 2010 (71%), and 2011 

(77%) licensed hunters actually spent time hunting for mountain lions (Table 16).  This is 

because the 2005 – 2007 seasons were held during big game seasons, in which many 

hunters had purchased their mountain lion license just in case they had an opportunity to 

shoot a lion incidental to their other hunting.  Another reason for the lower percent of 

licensed hunters actually hunting for mountain lions in the 2005–2007 seasons was 

because these three seasons ended relatively early, thus eliminating many hunters who 

had planned to hunt later in the season. 

A much higher percent of mountain lion hunters in 2009 through 2011 reported 

seeing tracks or other sign of mountain lions compared to the previous three years (Table 

17).  This was because the 2009–2011 seasons started in January and had many more 

days of snow cover compared to the previous three seasons.  The percent of lion hunters 

that reported seeing a mountain lion ranged from 10% in 2006 and 2007 to 16% in 2011 

(Table 17). 

Success per hunter was highest in 2010 and 2011 compared to the pervious four 

years (Table 18).  Success per hunter cannot be used as an indicator of relative population 

status unless all other factors are held constant, and especially not when the season ends 

after a limit is reached rather than after a prescribed time period.  Some factors besides 

population that can affect hunter success are timing of the season, weather conditions, 

number of hunters, and harvest limit.  The relatively high harvest success in 2010 and 

2011 was probably most influenced by the higher harvest limit compared to the previous 

seasons. 

The 2005 mountain lion license holders were more satisfied (69%) with their lion 

season compared to the following five seasons; however, the percent of hunters 

dissatisfied with the mountain lion season was relatively low for all six seasons (Table 

19).  Mean age and gender ratios of the licensed hunters were relatively similar for all six 

seasons (Tables 10 and 20). 
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Research Question 3:  
Are there any significant/important differences between the two data collection 
methods (mail vs. Internet) for the 2011 mountain lion hunter survey? 
 
Twelve of 291 (41%) statistical comparisons between data collection methods 

were not significant (Figure 2).  Seventeen of 291 (59%) statistical comparisons between 

data collection methods were significant (Figure 3).  Twelve of the 17 significant 

comparisons had a weak relationship and five classified as moderate. 

Mountain lion hunters responding by mail averaged one more day of hunting 

compared to hunters responding by Internet (7.2 vs. 6.3 days)(Table 21).  Only one of the 

six measures of satisfaction comparing data collection method was significant and the 

difference on that one variable was relatively small: for the licensee holders that actually 

hunted, a higher percent of hunters responding by Internet were satisfied compared to 

hunters responding by mail (66% vs. 59%)(Table 24-B). 

 
 
 

VARIABLES – NON-SIGNIFICANT 
 

p-value Cramer’s V Table

Lion hunting in the Black Hills .064 .045 21 
Success (harvested a lion) .741 .009 22 
Observed lion tracks or sign .581 .015 23 
Observed a lion during the 2010 season .898 .004 23 
All licensed hunters: Satisfaction (full scale) .390 .061 24-A 
All licensed hunters: Satisfaction (summarized scale) .594 .025 24-A 
Lion hunters only: Satisfaction (full scale) .152 .085 24-B 
I am concerned about mountain lions killing too many game 
animals. 
     Attitude (full scale) 
     Attitude (summarized scale) 

 
 

.470 

.425 

 
 

.058 

.032 

 
 

25-C 
25-C 

 p-value Eta2 Table
All licensed hunters: Mean satisfaction .344 .001 24-A 
Lion hunters only: Mean satisfaction   .071 .003 24-B 
I am concerned about mountain lions killing too many game 
animals. 
          Mean attitude 

 
 

.430 

 
 

<.001 

 
 

25-C 
 

Figure 2.  Variables with statistically similar findings for the two data collection methods 
(mailed vs. Internet). 
 

                                                           
1 Satisfaction had six different measures and each of the five attitude questions had three different 
measures. 
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VARIABLES – SIGNIFICANT 
 

p-value Cramer’s V Table

Lion hunters only: Satisfaction (summarized scale)   .043 .070 24-B 
Gender   .044 .049 26 
Residence   .003 .082 26 
The presence of mountain lions is a sign of a healthy 
environment. 
     Attitude (full scale) 
     Attitude (summarized scale) 

 
 

<.001 
<.001 

 
 

.130 

.100 

 
 

25-A 
25-A 

Having a healthy, viable population of mountain lions in 
South Dakota is important to me. 
     Attitude (full scale) 
     Attitude (summarized scale) 

 
 

  .001 
<.001 

 
 

.147 

.110 

 
 

25-B 
25-B 

Having mountain lions in South Dakota is too dangerous a 
risk to people. 
     Attitude (full scale) 
     Attitude (summarized scale) 

 
 

  .002 
  .001 

 
 

.112 

.091 

 
 

25-D 
25-D 

By following some simple precautions, people can safely live 
in areas occupied by mountain lions. 
     Attitude (full scale) 
     Attitude (summarized scale) 

 
 

<.001 
<.001 

 
 

.152 

.148 

 
 

25-E 
25-E 

 p-value Eta2 Table
Mean days of lion hunting   .011 .005 21 
Mean age   .023 .003 26 
The presence of mountain lions is a sign of a healthy 
environment. 
     Mean attitude 

 
 

<.001 

 
 

.011 

 
 

25-A 
Having a healthy, viable population of mountain lions in 
South Dakota is important to me. 
     Mean attitude 

 
 

<.001 

 
 

.015 

 
 

25-B 
Having mountain lions in South Dakota is too dangerous a 
risk to people. 
     Mean attitude 

 
 

  .002 

 
 

.006 

 
 

25-D 
By following some simple precautions, people can safely live 
in areas occupied by mountain lions. 
     Mean attitude 

 
 

<.001 

 
 

.016 

 
 

25-E 
 

Figure 3.  Variables with statistically different findings for the two data collection 
methods (mailed vs. Internet). 
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The particularly noticeable difference in results by the two data collection 

methods was for the general attitudes towards mountain lions in South Dakota.  All three 

measures for four of the five questions were significantly different based on data 

collection method (Tables 25-A, 25-B, 25-D and 25-E).  The three measures for the 

attitude for concern about mountain lions killing too many game animals were not 

significant (Table 25-C).  Overall, mountain lion license holders responding by Internet 

had higher positive and supportive attitudes towards mountain lions in South Dakota.  

Internet responders were slightly younger on average compared to those responding by 

mail (mean age: 44.5 vs. 46.1 years) (Table 26).  A slightly higher percent of females and 

Black Hills residents responded via the Internet compared to the mail survey (Table 26). 
 

DISCUSSION 
 Satisfaction.  Although it appears that satisfaction with the mountain lion season 

seems to be a bit low (58% satisfied), only about 12% reported being dissatisfied, which 

overall indicates a fairly successful lion hunting season.  Part of the explanation for the 

relatively low percent of satisfied license holders was the high percent of ‘neutral or no 

opinion’ responses, especially from the license holders that did not spend any time 

hunting mountain lions.  Removing the ‘neutral / no opinion’ responses results in 80% 

satisfied and 20% dissatisfied with the 2011 mountain lion season. 

 Another factor related to dissatisfaction is from the small portion of hunters that 

want to use dogs to hunt mountain lions.  Since the current hunting season structure 

provides for a recreational opportunity for a large number of participants and a harvest 

limit is reached well within the established season it is unlikely that permitting hunting 

with dogs would lead to overall increased satisfaction.  A majority of the hunters like the 

current mountain lion hunting system. 

 Fewer mountain lion licenses were sold in 2009, 2010 and 2011 compared to the 

2006 and 2007 seasons, largely due to the fact that many of the 2006 and 2007 licensed 

lion hunters were Black Hills deer hunters that purchased their lion license as an 

incidental hunt with their deer hunting.  Many hunters liked having the ability to hunt 

mountain lions incidental to their deer and turkey hunting while others wanted to have a 
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mountain lion season outside of other hunter seasons.  This survey only measured the 

satisfaction of licensed lion hunters, thus hunters that were dissatisfied with the 2011 

mountain lion season that did not purchase a 2011 license are not included in this 

evaluation. 

General Evaluation of the 2011 Mountain Lion Season.  Although some aspects of 

mountain lion hunting in South Dakota will always have some level of controversy, from 

a management perspective South Dakota’s 2011 mountain lion season had the following 

elements of success: 
 

 The mountain lion season provided recreational opportunities for many South Dakota 
hunters.  There was considerable interest in the mountain lion season and a majority 
of the hunters were satisfied with the season design. 

 

 The mountain lion season operated as designed; the total harvest limit was reached in 
52 days and a healthy population of mountain lions remains in the Black Hills. 

 

 The mountain lion season creates a need for additional research as well as providing 
very important information about the overall health of the mountain lion population in 
South Dakota.   

 
 

Controversy surrounding the mountain lion season has many aspects ranging from 

whether or not there should be a hunting season on mountain lions to various aspects of 

the season structure, such as timing of the season, hunting methods, harvest limits, cost of 

the license, etc.  The mountain lion season is a useful tool for managing mountain lions 

that is well supported by a majority of South Dakota residents.  Most South Dakota 

residents support having a healthy population of mountain lions in the Black Hills but 

also expect that the mountain lion population should be managed using science-based 

information.  Biological information will be needed to determine if the mountain lion 

population is at a level that can support a hunting season and where to set the most 

appropriate limit, however many of the other aspects of mountain lion management relies 

on the human dimensions of management.   

 Comments.  Many of the respondents to the mountain lion hunter survey 

provided optional comments with their completed questionnaire (Appendix D and E).  

These comments provide a qualitative description of hunters’ opinions related to 

mountain lion issues and especially the mountain lion season.   
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Additional Mountain Lion Information.  In addition to the annual survey of 

hunters, GFP produces an annual cougar summary report.2  The annual report and other 

information about mountain lions in South Dakota can be found on the GFP web-page. 

Also, GFP has supported a series of continuous mountain lion research projects by the 

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries Sciences at South Dakota State University since 

1998, with the current project funded though 2014. 

 Data Collection Methodology.  The large number of significant differences 

between the two data collection methods, especially for the attitude measures, is strong 

evidence that the Internet data collection method used in this study can not be relied upon 

as the sole data collection method.  The Internet data collection method excludes people 

who lack a valid e-mail address and also has a relatively low response rate for a number 

of reasons.  Thus, relying solely on the Internet will likely produce biased results. 

 I do not believe that the survey method itself is responsible for the bias but rather 

that Internet responders are different from people responding by mail.3  Both data 

collection methods use the exact same wording and response categories and both methods 

are taken in a similar environment (namely; the respondent chooses the time that they 

want to complete the survey and both methods require the respondent to read the 

questions and check a response category).  Thus, these two data collection methods 

should not be introducing any biases, unlike biases that may result from using a mail 

survey compared to a face-to-face survey conducted by an interviewer.  

 The combined data collection methods used in this study did ensure an adequate 

response rate (i.e., reduced the possibility of non-response bias errors).  The combined 

method does increase the complexity and amount of work for the researcher, but the 

portion of data collected by the Internet saved a considerable amount of money by 

reducing postage and encoding expenses. 

 

 

 

 
2 The Cougar Summary Report is prepared by GFP, Region 1 biologists (Rapid City, SD). 
 
3 This would make for an interesting experiment: to determine if the Internet response method itself is 
responsible for different results collected by a traditional mailed survey. 
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HUNTER SURVEY – TABLES 
HD-9-11.AMS 

 
LARRY M. GIGLIOTTI, PH.D. 

SOUTH DAKOTA GAME, FISH AND PARKS 
 
 
Table 1.  Harvest information for the South Dakota 2011 mountain lion season. 
 

2011 
Harvest Date Sex Weight Location of Harvest (County) 

1/1/2011 M 127 Custer 

1/1/2011 M 148 Custer 

1/2/2011 M 105 Pennington 

1/2/2011 F 90 Pennington 

1/2/2011 F 85 Pennington 

1/2/2011 M 147 Lawrence 

1/2/2011 F 81 Custer 

1/4/2011 F 97 Custer 

1/4/2011 M 58 Pennington 

1/5/2011 F 33 Pennington 

1/5/2011 M 118 Fall River 

1/6/2011 F 86 Pennington 

1/6/2011 F 94 Pennington 

1/7/2011 F 80 Pennington 

1/7/2011 F 82 Pennington 

1/8/2011 F 94 Lawrence 

1/9/2011 F 81 Pennington 

1/9/2011 M 118 Custer 

1/10/2011 M 128 Lawrence 

1/11/2011 F 94 Pennington 

1/11/2011 M 112 Custer 

1/15/2011 F 78 Custer 

1/20/2011 F 86 Lawrence 
Table 1 continued on next page. 
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Table 1 – Continued.  Harvest information for the South Dakota 2011 mountain lion season. 
 

Harvest Date Sex Weight Location of Harvest 

1/21/2011 M 177 Custer 

1/21/2011 F 95 Lawrence 

1/22/2011 F 80 Lawrence 

1/22/2011 F 83 Pennington 

1/22/2011 F 33 Meade 

1/23/2011 M 130 Pennington 

1/24/2011 M 108 Lawrence 

1/26/2011 M 153 Custer 

1/29/2011 F 98 Lawrence 

1/30/2011 F 83 Pennington 

1/31/2011 M 54 Pennington 

1/31/2011 F 87 Custer 

1/31/2011 F 45 Pennington 

2/5/2011 M 112 Pennington 

2/5/2011 F 41 Pennington 

2/7/2011 M 136 Meade 

2/7/2011 F 89 Pennington 

2/11/2011 M 119 Lawrence 

2/11/2011 M 128 Lawrence 

2/13/2011 F 85 Pennington 

2/19/2011 M 107 Meade 

2/21/2011 M 142 Pennington 

2/21/2011 F 92 Pennington 

2/21/2011 M 111 Pennington 

 
          Summary  
 
          Females = 26 
 

              Males = 21 
 

               Total = 47 
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Results 
 
Table 2.  Response information for the 2011 mountain lion hunter survey.1 
 

E-Mail (Internet) Portion of the Survey 2011 Mountain Lion Hunter Survey 
Initial number of e-mails addresses 1,971 
Opted out        7 
Bounced      24 
Final Internet Sample Size 1,940 
Number Returned 1,089 
Internet Return Rate 56.1% 
  

Mail Portion of the Survey1 2011 Mountain Lion Hunter Survey 
Initial Sample Size 1,236 
Undeliverable        6 
Final Sample Size 1,230 
Number Usable Questionnaires Returned    640 
Usable Return Rate 52.0% 
  

OVERALL SURVEY PERFORMANCE 
Survey Parameters 2011 Mountain Lion Hunter Survey 
Initial Sample Size 2,325 
Undeliverable        6 
Final Sample Size 2,319 
Number Usable Questionnaires Returned 1,729 
Usable Return Rate2 74.6% 

Internet Mail 
Number Percent Number Percent 

 
Proportion of Returns by Return Method 

1,089 63.0% 640 37.0% 
1All licensed lion hunters that did not have an e-mail address or did not respond to the Internet 
survey were mailed a questionnaire. 
239 of 47 successful lion hunters returned their completed questionnaire (83.0% return rate). 
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Table 3.  Did you spend any time hunting for mountain lions this year (January 1 – February 
21, 2011 (and days of hunting)? 
 

2011 Mountain Lion Hunter Survey  
Response Number Percent 
NO    398 23.0% 
YES 1,331 77.0% 
Total 1,729 100% 
   

If Yes, How many days? 
Number of Days Number Percent 
1      83   6.7% 
2    188 15.2% 
3    211 17.0% 
4    151 12.2% 
5    132 10.7% 
6      81   6.5% 
7      45   3.6% 
8      55   4.45 
9      13   1.0% 
10      84   6.8% 
11 – 20    150 12.1% 
21 – 30      32   2.6% 
31 or more      14   1.1% 
Total (92 missing) 1,239 100% 
Median / Range 4.00 1 – 52 
Mean / 95% C.I. 6.61 6.25 – 6.96 

 

Comparing Unsuccessful and Successful (Harvested a Lion) Hunters 
Days of Hunting Did Not Harvest a Lion Harvested a Lion 
Mean  6.56 8.08 
95% C.I. 6.20 – 6.92 5.90 – 10.26 
Number 1,200 39 
ANOVA: F=2.103; df=1/1,237; p=0.147 
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Table 4.  Type of hunting used by the 2011 mountain lion hunters  Check all the types of 
mountain lion hunting methods that you used. 
 

2011 Mountain Lion Hunter Survey Response – Types of Mountain Lion 
Hunting in 2011 Number Percent % of Cases 
calling 1,061 26.2%   80.6% 
tracking in the snow    940 23.2%   71.4% 
walking in the woods looking for lions    868 21.4%   65.9% 
driving looking for lions or lion sign    779 19.2%   59.1% 
incidental while doing other activities    224   5.5%   17.0% 
sitting on a kill site    140   3.5%   10.6% 
use of scent attractants      23   0.6%     1.7% 
other      19   0.5%     1.4% 
Total 4,054 100%  
Total Number of Cases (14 missing) 1,317  307.8% 
  

Number of Methods used Number Percent 
1    147 11.2% 
2    260 19.7% 
3    400 30.4% 
4    377 28.6% 
5    120   9.1% 
6      12   0.9% 
7        1   0.1% 
Total (14 missing) 1,317 100% 
Mean / 95% C.I. 3.08 3.01 – 3.14 
 
 
 
Table 4-A.  Type of hunting used by the 39 successful mountain lion hunters responding to 
this survey. 
 

2011 Mountain Lion Hunter Survey Response – Types of Mountain Lion 
Hunting in 2011 Number Percent % of Cases 
tracking in the snow 37 27.0% 94.9% 
calling 34 24.8% 87.2% 
driving looking for lions or lion sign 24 17.5% 61.5% 
walking in the woods looking for lions 23 16.8% 59.0% 
sitting on a kill site 12   8.8% 30.8% 
incidental while doing other activities 4   2.9% 10.3% 
use of scent attractants 2   1.5%   5.1% 
other 1   0.7%   2.6% 
Total 137 100%  
Total Number of Cases  39  351.3% 
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Table 5.  What type of interactions with mountain lions did you have during the 2011 
Mountain Lion Season? 
 

Observed tracks or signs 
2011 Mountain Lion Hunter Survey 

 
 
Response Number Percent 
NO    293 22.0% 
YES 1,038 78.0% 
Total 1,331 100% 

 

Observed a Mountain Lion 
2011 Mountain Lion Hunter Survey 

 
 
Response Number Percent 
NO 1,124 84.5% 
YES    206 15.5% 
Total 1,331 100% 

 

If Yes  Observed a Mountain Lion: How Many? 

Response Number Percent 

1 107 56.3% 
2   38 20.0% 
3   25 13.2% 
4     6   3.2% 
5     6   3.2% 
6     4   2.1% 
9     2   1.1% 
12     1   0.5% 
19     1   0.5% 

Total  (16 missing) 190 100% 
 

If you observed a mountain lion – Check all the 
situation that apply): 

 
Number 

 
Percent 

% of 
Cases 

Did not have a good or clear shot 96 33.3% 47.8% 
Lion was with one or more other lions 50 17.4% 24.9% 
I harvested a mountain lion 39 13.5% 19.4% 
Lion had spots (young lion) 32 11.1% 15.9% 
Other 30 10.4% 14.9% 
Lion was with a spotted lion (young lion) 25   8.7% 12.4% 
I shot at but missed a lion 14   4.9%   7.0% 
I shot at, probably wounded, but did not retrieve a 
lion 

 
2 

 
  0.7% 

 
  1.0% 

Lion was aggressive and near a possible den 0   0.0%   0.0% 
Total (201 cases – 5 missing) 288 100% 143.3% 

 

Table continued on next page 
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Table 5-continued.  What type of interactions with mountain lions did you have during the 
2011 Mountain Lion Season? 
 

 Were any of the lions you observed wearing a radio-collar? 
Response Number Percent 

No 145 71.1% 
Not Sure   41 20.1% 
Yes   18   8.8% 

Total  (2 missing) 204 100% 
1 7 (39%) of the 18 hunters that saw a collared lion, harvested a lion.  Of the 39 successful lion hunters 
responding to this survey, 7 (18%) saw a collared lion. 
 
 
 

Table 6.  Success statistics for the 2011 Mountain Lion Season. 
 

SUCCESS STATISTICS 
Success per licensed hunter 47 / 2,325 = 2.02% 
Estimated number of lion hunters 77.0%  2,325 = 1,790 
Success per lion hunter 47 / 1,790 = 2.63% 
 
 
 
Table 7-A.  Overall, how satisfied were you with the mountain lion season as conducted in 
2011? 
 

2011 Mountain Lion Hunter Survey 
Didn’t Hunt Hunted Combined 

 
Satisfaction (scale) 

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 

Very Dissatisfied  (-3)   25   6.8%      44   3.4%      69   4.1% 
Moderately Dissatisfied  (-2)   11   3.0%      57   4.4%      68   4.1% 
Slightly Dissatisfied  (-1)   17   4.6%      83   6.4%    100   6.0% 
Neutral / No Opinion  (0) 176 47.6%    291 22.4%    467 27.9% 
Slightly Satisfied  (1)   18   4.9%    185 14.2%    203 12.1% 
Moderately Satisfied  (2)   51 13.8%    336 25.8%    387 23.1% 
Very Satisfied  (3)   72 19.5%    306 23.5%    378 22.6% 
Total  (57 missing) 370 100% 1,302 100% 1,672 100% 
Chi-square: X2=117.283; df=6; p<0.001 

 

Mean  0.60 1.11 1.00 
95% C.I. 0.43 – 0.77 1.02 – 1.20 0.92 – 1.08 
ANOVA: F=28.466; df=1/1,670; p<0.001 

 

SUMMARIZED RESULTS 
DISSATISFIED   53 14.3%    184 14.1%    237 14.2% 
NEUTRAL / NO OPINION 176 47.6%    291 22.4%    467 27.9% 
SATISFIED 141 38.1%    827 63.5%    968 57.9% 
Chi-square: X2=97.738; df=2; p<0.001 
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Table 7-B.  Overall, how satisfied were you with the mountain lion season as conducted in 
2011 (analysis eliminates the neutral / no opinion response)? 
 

2011 Mountain Lion Hunter Survey 
Didn’t Hunt Hunted Combined 

 
Satisfaction (scale) 

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 

Very Dissatisfied  (-3)   25 12.9%      44   4.4%      69   5.7% 
Moderately Dissatisfied  (-2)   11   5.7%      57   5.6%      68   5.6% 
Slightly Dissatisfied  (-1)   17   8.8%      83   8.2%    100   8.3% 
Neutral / No Opinion  response coded as missing 
Slightly Satisfied  (1)   28   9.3%    185 18.3%    203 16.8% 
Moderately Satisfied  (2)   51 26.3%    336 33.2%    387 32.1% 
Very Satisfied  (3)   72 37.1%    306 30.3%    378 31.4% 
Total 194 100% 1,011 100% 1,205 100% 
Chi-square: X2=33.503; df=5; p<0.001 

 

Mean  1.14 1.43 1.38 
95% C.I. 0.84 – 1.45 1.33 – 1.54 1.28 – 1.54 
ANOVA: F=4.187; df=1/1,203; p=0.041 

 

SUMMARIZED RESULTS 
DISSATISFIED   53 27.3%    184 18.2%    237 19.7% 
NEUTRAL / NO OPINION response coded as missing 
SATISFIED 141 72.7%    827 81.8%    968 80.3% 
Chi-square: X2=8.568; df=1; p=0.003 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

("`-' '-/") .___. .--''"`-._ 
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General Attitude towards Mountain Lions in South Dakota 
…held by 2011 licensed mountain lion hunters (Tables 8-A – 8-E) 
 
 
Table 8-A.  Attitude of 2011 license mountain lion hunters:  The presence of mountain lions 
is a sign of a healthy environment. 
 

Response (scale) Number Percent 
Strongly Disagree  (-3)    145   8.6% 
Moderately Disagree  (-2)    138   8.2% 
Slightly Disagree  (-1)    141   8.3% 
Neutral / No Opinion  (0)    203 12.0% 
Slightly Agree  (+1)    274 16.2% 
Moderately Agree  (+2)    357 21.1% 
Strongly Agree  (+3)    433 25.6% 
Total  (38 missing) 1,691 100% 
Mean / 95% C.I. 0.85 0.76 – 0.94 

 

SUMMARIZED RESULTS 
DISAGREE    424 25.1% 
NEUTRAL / NO OPINION    203 12.0% 
AGREE 1,064 62.9% 
 
 
 
 
Table 8-B.  Attitude of 2011 license mountain lion hunters:  Having a healthy, viable 
population of mountain lions in South Dakota is important to me. 
 

Response (scale) Number Percent 
Strongly Disagree  (-3)    256 15.2% 
Moderately Disagree  (-2)    127   7.5% 
Slightly Disagree  (-1)    147   8.7% 
Neutral / No Opinion  (0)    190 11.3% 
Slightly Agree  (+1)    242 14.3% 
Moderately Agree  (+2)    312 18.5% 
Strongly Agree  (+3)    413 24.5% 
Total  (42 missing) 1,687 100% 
Mean / 95% C.I. 0.55 0.45 – 0.66 

 

SUMMARIZED RESULTS 
DISAGREE    530 31.4% 
NEUTRAL / NO OPINION    190 11.3% 
AGREE    967 57.3% 
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Table 8-C.  Attitude of 2011 license mountain lion hunters:  I am concerned about mountain 
lions killing too many game animals. 
 

Response (scale) Number Percent 
Strongly Disagree  (-3)      79   4.7% 
Moderately Disagree  (-2)      48   2.8% 
Slightly Disagree  (-1)      63   3.7% 
Neutral / No Opinion  (0)    141   8.3% 
Slightly Agree  (+1)    152   9.0% 
Moderately Agree  (+2)    321 19.0% 
Strongly Agree  (+3)    886 52.4% 
Total  (39 missing) 1,690 100% 
Mean / 95% C.I. 1.81 1.73 – 1.89 

 

SUMMARIZED RESULTS 
DISAGREE    190 11.2% 
NEUTRAL / NO OPINION    141   8.3% 
AGREE 1,359 80.4% 
 
 
 
 
Table 8-D.  Attitude of 2011 license mountain lion hunters:  Having mountain lions in 
South Dakota is too dangerous a risk to people. 
 

Response (scale) Number Percent 
Strongly Disagree  (-3)    429 25.4% 
Moderately Disagree  (-2)    258 15.3% 
Slightly Disagree  (-1)    207 12.3% 
Neutral / No Opinion  (0)    229 13.6% 
Slightly Agree  (+1)    282 16.7% 
Moderately Agree  (+2)    150   8.9% 
Strongly Agree  (+3)    134   7.9% 
Total  (40 missing) 1,689 100% 
Mean / 95% C.I. -0.61 -0.70 – -0.51 

 

SUMMARIZED RESULTS 
DISAGREE    894 52.9% 
NEUTRAL / NO OPINION    229 13.6% 
AGREE    566 33.5% 
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Table 8-E.  Attitude of 2011 license mountain lion hunters:  By following some simple 
precautions, people can safely live in areas occupied by mountain lions. 
 

Response (scale) Number Percent 
Strongly Disagree  (-3)      86   5.1% 
Moderately Disagree  (-2)      98   5.8% 
Slightly Disagree  (-1)      94   5.5% 
Neutral / No Opinion  (0)    131   7.7% 
Slightly Agree  (+1)    273 16.1% 
Moderately Agree  (+2)    393 23.2% 
Strongly Agree  (+3)    619 36.5% 
Total  (35 missing) 1,694 100% 
Mean / 95% C.I. 1.40 1.31 – 1.48 

 

SUMMARIZED RESULTS 
DISAGREE    278 16.4% 
NEUTRAL / NO OPINION    131   7.7% 
AGREE 1,285 75.9% 
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Table 9.  2011 Mountain lion license holders' home county. 
 

County Number Percent County Number Percent 
1. Minnehaha 85   5.0% 34. Hanson 3   0.2% 
2. Pennington 515 30.3% 35. Harding 7   0.4% 
3. Brown 21   1.2% 36. Hughes 47   2.8% 
4. Beadle 16   0.9% 37. Hutchinson 2   0.1% 
5. Codington 17   1.0% 38. Hyde 4   0.2% 
6. Brookings 26   1.5% 39. Jackson 5   0.3% 
7. Yankton 8   0.5% 40. Jerauld 3   0.2% 
8. Davison 20   1.2% 41. Jones 4   0.2% 
9. Lawrence 176 10.4% 42. Kingsbury 6   0.4% 
10. Aurora 1   0.1% 43. Lake 9   0.5% 
11. Bennett 6   0.4% 44. Lincoln 25   1.5% 
12. Bon Homme 7   0.4% 45. Lyman 6   0.4% 
13. Brule 11   0.6% 46. McCook 9   0.5% 
14. Buffalo 3   0.2% 47. McPherson 0   0.0% 
15. Butte 41   2.4% 48. Marshall 6   0.4% 
16. Campbell 1   0.1% 49. Meade 183 10.8% 
17. Charles Mix 23   1.4% 50. Mellette 6   0.4% 
18. Clark 5   0.3% 51. Miner 8   0.5% 
19. Clay 2   0.1% 52. Moody 5   0.3% 
20. Corson 1   0.1% 53. Perkins 6   0.4% 
21. Custer 176 10.4% 54. Potter 7   0.4% 
22. Day 3   0.2% 55. Roberts 2   0.1% 
23. Deuel 3   0.2% 56. Sanborn 2   0.1% 
24. Dewey 4   0.2% 57. Spink 1   0.1% 
25. Douglas 10   0.6% 58. Stanley 10   0.6% 
26. Edmunds 1   0.1% 59. Sully 5   0.3% 
27. Fall River 46   2.7% 60. Tripp 14   0.8% 
28. Faulk 0   0.0% 61. Turner 10   0.6% 
29. Grant 6   0.4% 62. Union 8   0.5% 
30. Gregory 22   1.3% 63. Walworth 7   0.4% 
31. Haakon 13   0.8% 64. Ziebach 4   0.2% 
32. Hamlin 3   0.2% 65. Shannon 4   0.2% 
33. Hand 5   0.3% 67. Todd 2   0.1% 

 

Total  (32 missing) 1,697 100%

SUMMARIZED RESULTS 
Counties Number Percent 
Black Hills Counties1 1,096 64.6% 
West River Counties, including Black Hills (1,251) (73.7%) 
West River Counties, excluding Black Hills    155   9.1% 
East River Counties    446 26.3% 
1Pennington, Lawrence, Custer, Fall River, and Meade 
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Table 10.  Age distribution of 2011 mountain lion license holders. 
 

AGE 

CATEGORY 
 

NUMBER 
 

PERCENT 
AGE 

CATEGORY 
 

NUMBER 
 

PERCENT 
11 – 14      12   0.7% 11 – 19      59   0.5% 
15 – 17      29   1.7% 20 – 29    235 13.9% 
18 – 20      31   1.8% 30 – 39    308 18.25 
21 – 24      76   4.5% 40 – 49    390 23.0% 
25 – 29    146   8.6% 50 – 59    410 24.2% 
30 – 34    143   8.5% 60 – 69    229 13.5% 
35 – 39    165   9.8% 70 – 79      55   3.3% 
40 – 44    184 10.9% 80 – 89        6   0.4% 
45 – 49    206 12.2%    
50 – 54    217 12.8%    
55 – 59    193 11.4%    
60 – 64    137   8.1%    
65 – 69      92   5.4%    
70 – 74      43   2.5%    
75 – 79      12   0.7%    
80 – 84        4   0.2%    
85 – 89         2   0.1%    
TOTAL 

(37 missing) 
 

1,692 
 

100% 
TOTAL 

(37 missing) 
 

1,692 
 

100% 
 

SUMMARIZED AGE  DATA  
2005 Mean age = 42.9 years; median age = 43; range = 12 – 85;  

95% C.I. = 42.3 – 43.5 
2006 Mean age = 42.63:  Deer Hunter Survey Data (N=353); 95% C.I.= 41.09 – 44.17 

Mean age = 42.58: Lion Hunter Survey Data (N=2,120); 95% C.I.= 41.97 – 43.19 
2007 Mean age = 43.7 years; median age = 44;  range = 11 – 98;  

95% C.I. = 43.1 – 44.2 
2009 Mean age = 43.3 years; median age = 44;  range = 12 – 87;  

95% C.I. = 42.6 – 43.9 
2010 Mean age = 44.1 years; median age = 45;  range = 12 – 86;  

95% C.I. = 43.5 – 44.8 
2011 Mean age = 45.1 years; median age = 46;  range = 12 – 87;  

95% C.I. = 44.4 – 45.8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 24 



Evaluation of the 2011 Mountain Lion Season  TABLES 
Larry M. Gigliotti, Ph.D. 
 
 
 
 
Table 11.  Percent of male and female 2011 mountain lion license holders (based on actual 
license sales). 
 

2011 Mountain Lion License Holders 
Didn’t Hunt Hunted Combined 

 
SEX 

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
Male 369 95.1% 1,268 96.6% 1,637 96.3% 
Female   19   4.9%      44   3.4%      63   3.7% 
Total  (29 missing) 388 100% 1,312 100% 1,700 100% 
Pearson Chi-square: X2=1.998; df=1; p=0.157 
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Research Question 1  

Were there are differences between licensed mountain lion hunters that hunted lions 
and those that did not hunt lions in the 2011 mountain lion season (also comparing 
successful hunters with unsuccessful hunters)? 

 
 
Table 12-A.  Satisfaction with the 2011 mountain lion season analyzed by participation and 
success in the mountain lion season. 
 

2011 Mountain Lion Survey 
Hunted Lions 

 
Satisfaction Did Not  

Hunt Lions Unsuccessful Successful 
Mean1 0.60 1.09 1.79 
95% C.I. 0.43 – 0.77 1.00 – 1.18 1.16 – 2.43 
ANOVA:  F=17.865; df=2/1,669;  p<0.001 
 

FULL RESULTS 
Hunted Lions Did Not  

Hunt Lions Unsuccessful Successful 

 
Satisfaction 

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
Very Dissatisfied   25   6.8%      41   3.2%   3   7.7% 
Moderately Dissatisfied   11   3.0%      55   4.4%   2   5.1% 
Slightly Dissatisfied   17   4.6%      82   6.5%   1   2.6% 
Neutral / No Opinion 176 47.6%    289   22.9%   2   5.1% 
Slightly Satisfied   18   4.9%    184 14.6%   1   2.6% 
Moderately Satisfied   51 13.8%    329 26.0%   7 17.9% 
Very Satisfied   72 19.5%    283 22.4% 23 59.0% 
Total 370 100% 1,263 100% 39 100% 
Pearson Chi-Square:  X2=152.336; df=12;  p<0.001 
 

SUMMARIZED RESULTS 
Hunted Lions Did Not  

Hunt Lions Unsuccessful Successful 

 
Satisfaction 

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 

DISSATISFIED   53 14.3%    178 14.1%   6 15.4% 
NEUTRAL 176 47.6%    289 22.9%   2   5.1% 

SATISFIED 141 38.1%    796 63.0% 31 79.5% 
TOTAL 370 100% 1,263 100% 39 100% 
Pearson Chi-Square:  X2=103.822; df=4;  p<0.001 
1Satisfaction scale: 3=Very Satisfied; 2=Moderately Satisfied; 1=Slightly Satisfied; 0=Neutral /  
  No Opinion; -1=Slightly Dissatisfied; -2=Moderately Dissatisfied; -3=Very Dissatisfied  
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Table 12-B.  Satisfaction with the 2011 mountain lion season analyzed by participation and 
success in the mountain lion season (analysis eliminates the neutral / no opinion response). 
 

2011 Mountain Lion Survey 
Hunted Lions 

 
Satisfaction Did Not  

Hunt Lions Unsuccessful Successful 
Mean1 1.14 1.41 1.89 
95% C.I. 0.84 – 1.45 1.31 – 1.52 1.24 – 2.55 
ANOVA:  F=3.385; df=2/1,202;  p=0.001 
 

FULL RESULTS 
Hunted Lions Did Not  

Hunt Lions Unsuccessful Successful 

 
Satisfaction 

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
Very Dissatisfied   25 12.9%   41   4.2%   3   8.1% 
Moderately Dissatisfied   11   5.7%   55   5.6%   2   5.4% 
Slightly Dissatisfied   17   8.8%   82   8.4%   1   2.7% 
Neutral / No Opinion Response coded as missing 
Slightly Satisfied   18   9.3% 184 18.9%   1   2.7% 
Moderately Satisfied   51 26.3% 329 33.8%   7 18.9% 
Very Satisfied   72 37.1% 283 29.1% 23 62.2% 
Total 194 100% 974 100% 37 100% 
Pearson Chi-Square:  X2=56.307; df=10;  p<0.001 
 

SUMMARIZED RESULTS 
Hunted Lions Did Not  

Hunt Lions Unsuccessful Successful 

 
Satisfaction 

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 

DISSATISFIED   53 27.3% 178 18.3%   6 16.2% 
NEUTRAL Response coded as missing 

SATISFIED 141 72.7% 796 81.7% 31 83.8% 
TOTAL 194 100% 974 100% 37 100% 
Pearson Chi-Square:  X2=8.664; df=2;  p=0.013 
1Satisfaction scale: 3=Very Satisfied; 2=Moderately Satisfied; 1=Slightly Satisfied; 0=Neutral /  
  No Opinion; -1=Slightly Dissatisfied; -2=Moderately Dissatisfied; -3=Very Dissatisfied  
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Table 13.  Age and gender of 2011 licensed mountain lion hunters analyzed by participation 
and success in the mountain lion season. 
 

2011 Mountain Lion Survey 
Hunted Lions 

 
Age Did Not  

Hunt Lions Unsuccessful Successful 
Mean 47.7 44.4 41.6 
95% C.I. 46.27 – 49.08 43.62 – 45.22 37.31 – 45.82 
ANOVA:  F=8.651; df=2/1,689;  p<0.001 

 
Male Female  

Hunting Status Number Percent Number Percent 
Did Not Hunt Lions    369 22.5% 19 30.2% 
Hunted Lions – Unsuccessful 1,230 75.1% 43 68.3% 
Hunted Lions – Successful      38   2.3%   1   1.6% 
TOTAL 1,637 100% 63 100% 
Pearson Chi-Square:  X2=2.069; df=2;  p=0.355 
 

 

 
Table 14.  Licensed (2011) mountain lion hunter’s country residence analyzed by 
participation and success in the mountain lion season. 
 

COUNTY RESIDENCE 
BLACK HILLS WEST RIVER

1 EAST RIVER 
 
HUNTING 

STATUS Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
Did Not Hunt    195 17.8%   70 45.2% 118 26.5% 
Hunted Lions: 
Unsuccessful 

 
   870 

 
79.4% 

 
  85 

 
54.8% 

 
320 

 
71.7% 

Hunted Lions: 
Successful 

 
     31 

 
  2.8% 

 
    0 

 
  0.0% 

 
    8 

 
  1.8% 

TOTAL 1,096 100% 155 100% 446 100% 
Pearson Chi-Square:  X2=66.328;  df=4;  p<0.001 
1Excluding the Black Hills counties. 
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Table 15-A.  Attitudes of 2011 license mountain lion hunters:  “The presence of mountain 
lions is a sign of a healthy environment” analyzed by participation and success in the 
mountain lion season. 
 

 
Hunted Lions 

 
Did Not  

Hunt Lions Unsuccessful Successful 

The presence of 
mountain lions is a 
sign of a healthy 
environment. Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
Strongly Disagree  (-3)   45 11.9%      94   7.4%   6 15.4% 
Moderately Disagree  (-2)   35   9.3%      99   7.8%   4 10.3% 
Slightly Disagree  (-1)   29   7.7%    105   8.2%   7 17.9% 
Neutral / No Opinion  (0)   50 13.3%    150 11.8%   3   7.7% 
Slightly Agree  (+1)   58 15.4%    213 16.7%   3   7.7% 
Moderately Agree  (+2)   76 20.2%    277 21.7%   4 10.3% 
Strongly Agree  (+3)   84 22.3%    337 26.4% 12 30.8% 
Total 377 100% 1,275 100% 39 100% 
Pearson Chi-Square:  X2=22.988;  df=12;  p=0.028 

 

Mean 0.60 0.94 0.36 
95% C.I. 0.40 – 0.81 0.83 – 1.04 -0.38 – 1.10 
ANOVA:  F=5.517; df=2/1,688;  p=0.004 

 

SUMMARIZED RESULTS 
DISAGREE 109 28.9%    298 23.4% 17 43.6% 
NEUTRAL / NO OPINION   50 13.3%    150 11.8%   3   7.7% 
AGREE 218 57.8%    827 64.9% 19 48.7% 
Pearson Chi-Square:  X2=13.752;  df=4;  p=0.008 
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Table 15-B.  Attitudes of 2011 license mountain lion hunters:  “Having a healthy, viable 
population of mountain lions in South Dakota is important to me” analyzed by participation 
and success in the mountain lion season. 
 

 
 

Hunted Lions 

 
 

Did Not  
Hunt Lions Unsuccessful Successful 

Having a healthy, 
viable population of 
mountain lions in 
South Dakota is 
important to me. Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
Strongly Disagree  (-3)   78 20.8%    171 13.4%   7 17.9% 
Moderately Disagree  (-2)   28   7.5%      97   7.6%   2   5.1% 
Slightly Disagree  (-1)   27   7.2%    117   9.2%   3   7.7% 
Neutral / No Opinion  (0)   51 13.6%    136 10.7%   3   7.7% 
Slightly Agree  (+1)   54 14.4%    183 14.4%   5 12.8% 
Moderately Agree  (+2)   63 16.8%    238 18.7% 11 28.2% 
Strongly Agree  (+3)   74 19.7%    331 26.0%   8 20.5% 
Total 375 100% 1,273 100% 39 100% 
Pearson Chi-Square:  X2=22.452;  df=12;  p=0.033 

 

Mean 0.23 0.65 0.59 
95% C.I. 0.00 – 0.45 0.53 – 0.77 -0.12 – 1.30 
ANOVA:  F=5.773; df=2/1,684;  p=0.003 

 

SUMMARIZED RESULTS 
DISAGREE 133 35.5% 385 30.2% 12 30.8% 
NEUTRAL / NO OPINION   51 13.6% 136 10.7%   3   7.7% 
AGREE 191 50.9% 752 59.1% 24 61.5% 
Pearson Chi-Square:  X2=8.632;  df=4;  p=0.071 
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Table 15-C.  Attitudes of 2011 license mountain lion hunters:  “I am concerned about 
mountain lions killing too many game animals” analyzed by participation and success in the 
mountain lion season. 
 

 
Hunted Lions 

 
Did Not  

Hunt Lions Unsuccessful Successful 

I am concerned about 
mountain lions killing 
too many game 
animals. Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
Strongly Disagree  (-3)   21   5.6%      57   4.5%   1   2.6% 
Moderately Disagree  (-2)   14   3.7%      34   2.7%   0   0.0% 
Slightly Disagree  (-1)   19   5.1%      44   3.5%   0   0.0% 
Neutral / No Opinion  (0)   38 10.1%    101   7.9%   2   5.1% 
Slightly Agree  (+1)   29   7.7%    119   9.3%   4 10.3% 
Moderately Agree  (+2)   59 15.7%    254 19.9%   8 20.5% 
Strongly Agree  (+3) 196 52.1%    666 52.2% 24 61.5% 
Total 376 100% 1,275 100% 39 100% 
Pearson Chi-Square:  X2=13.407;  df=12;  p=0.340 

 

Mean 1.66 1.84 2.28 
95% C.I. 1.48 – 1.85 1.75 – 1.93 1.88 – 2.68 
ANOVA:  F=3.110; df=2/1,687;  p=0.045 

 

SUMMARIZED RESULTS 
DISAGREE   54 14.4%    135 10.6%   1   2.6% 
NEUTRAL / NO OPINION   38 10.1%    101   7.9%   2   5.1% 
AGREE 284 75.5% 1,039 81.5% 36 92.3% 
Pearson Chi-Square:  X2=10.492;  df=4;  p=0.033 
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Table 15-D.  Attitudes of 2011 license mountain lion hunters:  “Having mountain lions in 
South Dakota is too dangerous a risk to people” analyzed by participation and success in 
the mountain lion season. 
 

 
Hunted Lions 

 
Did Not  

Hunt Lions Unsuccessful Successful 

Having mountain 
lions in South Dakota 
is too dangerous a 
risk to people. Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
Strongly Disagree  (-3)   70 18.6%    347 27.3% 12 30.8% 
Moderately Disagree  (-2)   45 11.9%    208 16.3%   5 12.8% 
Slightly Disagree  (-1)   45 11.9%    153 12.0%   9 23.1% 
Neutral / No Opinion  (0)   58 15.4%    167 13.1%   4 10.3% 
Slightly Agree  (+1)   74 19.6%    205 16.1%   3   7.7% 
Moderately Agree  (+2)   33   8.8%    117   9.2%   0   0.0% 
Strongly Agree  (+3)   52 13.8%      76   6.0%   6 15.4% 
Total 377 100% 1,273 100% 39 100% 
Pearson Chi-Square:  X2=51.131;  df=12;  p<0.001 

 

Mean -0.13 -0.74 -0.87 
95% C.I. -0.33 – -0.07 -0.85 – -0.63 -1.55 – -0.20 
ANOVA:  F=14.539; df=2/1,686;  p<0.001 

 

SUMMARIZED RESULTS 
DISAGREE 160 42.4%    708 55.6% 26 66.7% 
NEUTRAL / NO OPINION   58 15.4%    167 13.1%   4 10.3% 
AGREE 159 42.2%    398 31.3%   9 23.1% 
Pearson Chi-Square:  X2=24.015;  df=4;  p<0.001 
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Table 15-E.  Attitudes of 2011 license mountain lion hunters:  “By following some simple 
precautions, people can safely live in areas occupied by mountain lions” analyzed by 
participation and success in the mountain lion season. 
 

 
 

Hunted Lions 

 
 

Did Not  
Hunt Lions Unsuccessful Successful 

By following some 
simple precautions, 
people can safely live 
in areas occupied by 
mountain lions. Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
Strongly Disagree  (-3)   24   6.3%      57   4.5%   5 12.8% 
Moderately Disagree  (-2)   32   8.5%      65   5.1%   1   2.6% 
Slightly Disagree  (-1)   18   4.8%      73   5.7%   3   7.7% 
Neutral / No Opinion  (0)   41 10.8%      85   6.7%   5 12.8% 
Slightly Agree  (+1)   58 15.3%    211 16.5%   4 10.3% 
Moderately Agree  (+2)   90 23.8%    297 23.3%   6 15.4% 
Strongly Agree  (+3) 115 30.4%    489 38.3% 15 38.5% 
Total 378 100% 1,277 100% 39 100% 
Pearson Chi-Square:  X2=29.161;  df=12;  p=0.004 

 

Mean 1.13 1.49 1.05 
95% C.I. 0.95 – 1.32 1.39 – 1.58 0.36 – 1.74 
ANOVA:  F=6.479; df=2/1,691;  p=0.002 

 

SUMMARIZED RESULTS 
DISAGREE   74 19.6%    195 15.3%   9 23.1% 
NEUTRAL / NO OPINION   41 10.8%      85   6.7%   5 12.8% 
AGREE 263 69.6%    997 78.1% 25 64.1% 
Pearson Chi-Square:  X2=15.839;  df=4;  p=0.003 
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Research Question 2  

Are there any significant/important differences among the five mountain lion 
seasons (2005–2011)?  Note:  the 2005 lion season was held during the Black Hills 
elk season (October) while the 2006 and 2007 lion seasons were held during the 
Black Hills deer season (November), and the 2009 through 2011 seasons were 
outside of the deer season (January-February). 

 
 
Table 16.  Did you spend any time hunting for mountain lions in the Black Hills this year 
(2005–2011)?  
 

NO YES Season – 
Year 

Sample  
Size1 

Number Percent Number Percent 
2005 2,028    875 43.1% 1,153 56.9% 
2006 2,474    956 38.6% 1,518 61.4% 
2007 3,372 1,384 41.0% 1,988 59.0% 
2009 1,949    628 32.2% 1,320 67.8% 
2010 1,795    530 29.5% 1,265 70.5% 
2011 1,729    398 23.0% 1,331 77.0% 
1Sample Size = the number of hunters responding to the survey. 
 

 
Table 17.  Interactions with mountain lions during the 2005–2011 mountain lion seasons. 
 

Season – 
Year 

Percent that Observed Tracks 
or Sign of Lions 

Percent that Observed a Mountain 
Lion During the Season 

2005 45.9% 13.9% 
2006 49.7% 10.4% 
2007 41.7% 10.3% 
2009 74.3% 14.0% 
2010 79.1% 14.3% 
2011 78.0% 15.5% 
 
 
 

Table 18.  Success statistics for the 2005–2011 mountain lion seasons. 
 

PARAMETER  
YEAR Success per  

Licensed hunter 
Estimated number  

of lion hunters 
Success per  
lion hunter 

2005 13 / 2,294 = 0.57% 56.9% X 2,294 = 1,305 13 / 1,305 = 1.00% 
2006 15 / 3,016 = 0.50% 59.8% X 3,016 = 1,804 15 / 1,804 = 0.83% 
2007 19 / 4,070 = 0.47% 59.0% X 4,070 = 2,401 19 / 2,401 = 0.79% 
2009 26 / 2,428 = 1.07% 67.8% X 2,428 = 1,646 26 / 1,646 = 1.58% 
2010 40 / 2,082 = 1.92% 70.5% X 2,082 = 1,468 40 / 1,468 = 2.72% 
2011 47 / 2,325 = 2.02% 77.0% X 2,325 = 1,790 47 / 1,790 = 2.63% 
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Table 19.  Overall, how satisfied were you with the mountain lion season as conducted in 
2005–2011? 
 

2005 2006 2007 2009 2010  
Satisfaction (scale) Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent 
Very Satisfied  (3) 32.0% 23.9% 24.8% 27.2% 22.2% 
Moderately Satisfied  (2) 25.0% 23.0% 24.5% 23.0% 22.7% 
Slightly Satisfied  (1) 11.5% 12.2% 10.7% 11.0% 10.5% 
Neutral / No Opinion  (0) 15.8% 26.9% 25.5% 28.3% 32.6% 
Slightly Dissatisfied  (-1)   6.9%   7.1%   6.4%   4.1%   4.9% 
Moderately Dissatisfied  (-2)   4.4%   3.4%   4.5%   2.9%   3.0% 
Very Dissatisfied  (-3)   3.9%   3.5%   3.7%   3.5%   4.1% 
Total Number 1,956 2,386 2,052 1,840 1,795 
 

Mean  1.31 1.06 1.08 1.18 1.00 
95% C.I. 1.24 – 1.39 N/A 1.00 – 1.15 1.11 – 1.26 0.92 – 1.07 

SUMMARIZED RESULTS 
SATISFIED 69.0% 59.1% 59.9% 61.2% 55.4% 
NEUTRAL 15.8% 26.9% 25.5% 28.3% 32.6% 
DISSATISFIED 15.2% 14.0% 14.6% 10.5% 11.9% 
 
 
Table 19–Continued.  Overall, how satisfied were you with the mountain lion season as 
conducted in 2005–2011? 
 

2011      
Satisfaction (scale) Percent     
Very Satisfied  (3) 22.6%     
Moderately Satisfied  (2) 23.1%     
Slightly Satisfied  (1) 12.1%     
Neutral / No Opinion  (0) 27.9%     
Slightly Dissatisfied  (-1)   6.0%     
Moderately Dissatisfied  (-2)   4.1%     
Very Dissatisfied  (-3)   4.1%     
Total Number 1,672     
 

Mean  1.00     
95% C.I. 0.92 – 1.08     

SUMMARIZED RESULTS 
SATISFIED 57.9%     
NEUTRAL 27.9%     
DISSATISFIED 14.2%     
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Table 20.  Percent of male and female 2005–2011 mountain lion license holders. 
 

2005 2006 2007 2009 2010  
SEX Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent 
Male 96.8% 96.3% 96.7% 96.1% 96.5% 
Female   3.2%   3.7%   3.3%   3.9%   3.5% 
Total Number 1,964 3,016 3,229 1,911 1,759 
 
 
Table 20–Continued.  Percent of male and female 2005–2010 mountain lion license holders. 
 

2011      
SEX Percent     
Male 96.3%     
Female   3.7%     
Total Number 1,700     
 
 
 

 

Research Question 3  
Are there any significant/important differences between the two data collection 
methods (mail vs. Internet) for the 2011 mountain lion season? 

 
 
Table 21.  Percent of licensed mountain lion hunters that spent time hunting in the 2011 
mountain lion season and mean days of hunting analyzed by data collection method. 
 

Internet Survey Mail Survey Hunted for 
Mountain Lions Number Percent Number Percent 
NO    235 21.6% 163 25.5% 
YES    854 78.4% 477 74.5% 
Total 1,089 100% 640 100% 
Pearson Chi-Square:  X2=3.441;  df=1;  p=0.064  (Cramer’s V = .045) 
 

Mean Days of Mountain Lion Hunting 
Parameter Internet Survey Mail Survey 
Mean Days 6.25 7.21 
95% C.I. 5.84 – 6.67 6.56 – 7.86 
Number 783 456 
ANOVA:  F=6.552; df=1/1,237;  p=0.011  (Eta2 = .005) 
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Table 22.  Percent of successful (harvested a mountain lion) mountain lion hunters that 
spent time hunting in the 2011 mountain lion season analyzed by data collection method. 
 

Internet Survey Mail Survey Harvested a 
Mountain Lion Number Percent Number Percent 
NO 828 97.0% 464 97.3% 
YES   26   3.0%   13   2.7% 
Total 854 100% 477 100% 
Pearson Chi-Square:  X2=0.110;  df=1;  p=0.741  (Cramer’s V = .009) 
 
 
 
 
 
Table 23.  Interactions with mountain lions during the 2011 mountain lion season analyzed 
by data collection method. 
 

Observed a Mountain Lion 

Internet Survey Mail Survey 
 
Interaction 

Number Percent Number Percent 
Observed Tracks or Sign 
NO 192 22.5% 101 21.2% 
YES 662 77.5% 376 78.8% 
Total 854 100% 477 100% 
Pearson Chi-Square:  X2=0.305;  df=1;  p=0.581  (Cramer’s V = .015) 
 

Observed a Mountain Lion 
NO 722 84.5% 402 84.3% 
YES 132 15.5%   75 15.7% 
Total 854 100% 477 100% 
Pearson Chi-Square:  X2=0.017;  df=1;  p=0.898  (Cramer’s V = .004) 
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Table 24-A.  Overall satisfaction with the 2011 mountain lion season (all licensed holders) 
by data collection method. 
 

2011 Mountain Lion Hunter Survey 
Internet Survey Mail Survey 

 
Satisfaction (scale) 

Number Percent Number Percent 
Very Dissatisfied  (-3)      47   4.4%   22   3.6% 
Moderately Dissatisfied  (-2)      44   4.2%   24   3.9% 
Slightly Dissatisfied  (-1)      54   5.1%   46   7.5% 
Neutral / No Opinion  (0)    292 27.5% 175 28.6% 
Slightly Satisfied  (1)    126 11.9%   77 12.6% 
Moderately Satisfied  (2)    246 23.2% 141 23.0% 
Very Satisfied  (3)    251 23.7% 127 20.8% 
Total 1,060 100% 612 100% 
Pearson Chi-Square:  X2=6.300;  df=6;  p=0.390  (Cramer’s V = .061) 

 

Mean  1.03 0.95 
95% C.I. 0.93 – 1.13 0.82 – 1.08 
ANOVA: F=0.896; df=1/1,670; p=0.344  (Eta2 = .001) 

 

SUMMARIZED RESULTS 
DISSATISFIED    145 13.7%   92 15.0% 
NEUTRAL / NO OPINION    292 27.5% 175 28.6% 
SATISFIED    623 58.8% 345 56.4% 
Pearson Chi-Square:  X2=1.040;  df=2;  p=0.594  (Cramer’s V = .025) 
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Table 24-B.  Satisfaction of the mountain lion hunters with the 2011 mountain lion season 
(only those that actually hunted) by data collection method. 
 

2011 Mountain Lion Hunter Survey 
Internet Survey Mail Survey 

 
Satisfaction (scale) 

Number Percent Number Percent 
Very Dissatisfied  (-3)   30   3.6%   14   3.0% 
Moderately Dissatisfied  (-2)   38   4.5%   19   4.1% 
Slightly Dissatisfied  (-1)   47   5.6%   36   7.8% 
Neutral / No Opinion  (0) 171 20.4% 120 25.9% 
Slightly Satisfied  (1) 119 14.2%   66 14.2% 
Moderately Satisfied  (2) 224 26.7% 112 24.1% 
Very Satisfied  (3) 209 24.9%   97 20.9% 
Total 838 100% 464 100% 
Pearson Chi-Square:  X2=9.402;  df=6;  p=0.152  (Cramer’s V = .085) 

 

Mean  1.17 1.00 
95% C.I. 1.06 – 1.28 0.86 – 1.15 
ANOVA: F=3.265; df=1/1,300; p=0.071  (Eta2 = .003) 

 

SUMMARIZED RESULTS 
DISSATISFIED 115 13.7%   69 14.9% 
NEUTRAL / NO OPINION 171 20.4% 120 25.9% 
SATISFIED 552 65.9% 275 59.3% 
Pearson Chi-Square:  X2=6.307;  df=2;  p=0.043  (Cramer’s V = .070) 
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Table 25-A.  Attitudes of 2011 licensed mountain lion hunters:  “The presence of mountain 
lions is a sign of a healthy environment” analyzed by data collection method. 
 

2011 Mountain Lion Hunter Survey 
Internet Survey Mail Survey 

Attitude:  The presence of 
mountain lions is a sign of a 
healthy environment. Number Percent Number Percent 
Strongly Disagree  (-3)      74   7.0%   71 11.3% 
Moderately Disagree  (-2)      78   7.3%   60   9.6% 
Slightly Disagree  (-1)      95   8.9%   46   7.3% 
Neutral / No Opinion  (0)    109 10.3%   94 15.0% 
Slightly Agree  (+1)    173 16.3% 101 16.1% 
Moderately Agree  (+2)    234 22.0% 123 19.6% 
Strongly Agree  (+3)    300 28.2% 133 21.2% 
Total 1,063 100% 628 100% 
Pearson Chi-Square:  X2=28.363;  df=6;  p<0.001  (Cramer’s V = .130) 

 

Mean  1.00 0.58 
95% C.I. 0.89 – 1.12 0.43 – 0.74 
ANOVA: F=18.669; df=1/1,689; p<0.001  (Eta2 = .011) 

 

SUMMARIZED RESULTS 
DISAGREE    247 23.2% 177 28.2% 
NEUTRAL / NO OPINION    109 10.3%   94 15.0% 
AGREE    707 66.5% 357 56.8% 
Pearson Chi-Square:  X2=17.022;  df=2;  p<0.001  (Cramer’s V = .100) 
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Table 25-B.  Attitudes of 2011 licensed mountain lion hunters:  “Having a healthy, viable 
population of mountain lions in South Dakota is important to me” analyzed by data 
collection method. 
 

2011 Mountain Lion Hunter Survey 
Internet Survey Mail Survey 

Attitude:  Having a healthy, viable 
population of mountain lions in 
South Dakota is important to me. Number Percent Number Percent 
Strongly Disagree  (-3)    136 12.8% 120 19.1% 
Moderately Disagree  (-2)      73   6.9%   54   8.6% 
Slightly Disagree  (-1)      94   8.9%   53   8.4% 
Neutral / No Opinion  (0)    105   9.9%   85 13.5% 
Slightly Agree  (+1)    141 13.3% 101 16.1% 
Moderately Agree  (+2)    220 20.8%   92 14.6% 
Strongly Agree  (+3)    290 27.4% 123 19.6% 
Total 1,059 100% 628 100% 
Pearson Chi-Square:  X2=36.291;  df=6;  p=0.001  (Cramer’s V = .147) 

 

Mean  0.76 0.21 
95% C.I. 0.63 – 0.88 0.04 – 0.38 
ANOVA: F=26.348; df=1/1,685; p<0.001  (Eta2 = .015) 

 

SUMMARIZED RESULTS 
DISAGREE    303 28.6% 227 36.1% 
NEUTRAL / NO OPINION    105   9.9%   85 13.5% 
AGREE    651 61.5% 316 50.3% 
Pearson Chi-Square:  X2=20.268;  df=2;  p<0.001  (Cramer’s V = .110) 
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Table 25-C.  Attitudes of 2011 licensed mountain lion hunters:  “I am concerned about 
mountain lions killing too many game animals” analyzed by data collection method. 
 

2011 Mountain Lion Hunter Survey 
Internet Survey Mail Survey 

Attitude:  I am concerned about 
mountain lions killing too many 
game animals. Number Percent Number Percent 
Strongly Disagree  (-3)      45   4.2%   34   5.4% 
Moderately Disagree  (-2)      35   3.3%   13   2.1% 
Slightly Disagree  (-1)      37   3.5%   26   4.1% 
Neutral / No Opinion  (0)      82   7.7%   59   9.4% 
Slightly Agree  (+1)      96   9.0%   56   8.9% 
Moderately Agree  (+2) 208 19.6% 113 18.0% 
Strongly Agree  (+3) 559 52.6% 327 52.1% 
Total 1,062 100% 628 100% 
Pearson Chi-Square:  X2=5.594;  df=6;  p=0.470  (Cramer’s V = .058) 

 

Mean  1.83 1.77 
95% C.I. 1.73 – 1.93 1.63 – 1.90 
ANOVA: F=0.624; df=1/1,688; p=0.430  (Eta2 < .001) 

 

SUMMARIZED RESULTS 
DISAGREE    117 11.0%   73 11.6% 
NEUTRAL / NO OPINION      82   7.7%   59   9.4% 
AGREE    863 62.8% 496 79.0% 
Pearson Chi-Square:  X2=1.710;  df=2;  p=0.425  (Cramer’s V = .032) 
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Table 25-D.  Attitudes of 2011 licensed mountain lion hunters:  “Having mountain lions in 
South Dakota is too dangerous a risk to people” analyzed by data collection method. 
 

2011 Mountain Lion Hunter Survey 
Internet Survey Mail Survey 

Attitude:  Having mountain lions 
in South Dakota is too dangerous a 
risk to people. Number Percent Number Percent 
Strongly Disagree  (-3)    290 27.4% 139 22.1% 
Moderately Disagree  (-2)    171 16.1%   87 13.8% 
Slightly Disagree  (-1)    132 12.5%   75 11.9% 
Neutral / No Opinion  (0)    123 11.6% 106 16.9% 
Slightly Agree  (+1)    186 17.5%   96 15.3% 
Moderately Agree  (+2)      82   7.7%   68 10.8% 
Strongly Agree  (+3)      76   7.2%   58   9.2% 
Total 1,060 100% 629 100% 
Pearson Chi-Square:  X2=21.308;  df=6;  p=0.002  (Cramer’s V = .112) 

 

Mean  -0.72 -0.41 
95% C.I. -0.84 – -0.60 -0.57 – -0.26 
ANOVA: F=9.760; df=1/1,687; p=0.002  (Eta2 = .006) 

 

SUMMARIZED RESULTS 
DISAGREE    593 55.9% 301 47.9% 
NEUTRAL / NO OPINION    123 11.6% 106 16.9% 
AGREE    344 32.5% 222  35.3% 
Pearson Chi-Square:  X2=13.852;  df=2;  p=0.001  (Cramer’s V = .091) 
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Table 25-E.  Attitudes of 2011 licensed mountain lion hunters:  “By following some simple 
precautions, people can safely live in areas occupied by mountain lions” analyzed by data 
collection method. 
 

 
2011 Mountain Lion Hunter Survey 

Internet Survey Mail Survey 

Attitude:  By following some 
simple precautions, people can 
safely live in areas occupied by 
mountain lions. Number Percent Number Percent 
Strongly Disagree  (-3)      47   4.4%   39   6.2% 
Moderately Disagree  (-2)      47   4.4%   51   8.1% 
Slightly Disagree  (-1)      51   4.8%   43   6.8% 
Neutral / No Opinion  (0)      61   5.7%   70 11.1% 
Slightly Agree  (+1)    179 16.8%   94 14.9% 
Moderately Agree  (+2)    260 24.4% 133 21.1% 
Strongly Agree  (+3)    420 39.4% 199 31.6% 
Total 1,065 100% 629 100% 
Pearson Chi-Square:  X2=38.981;  df=6;  p<0.001  (Cramer’s V = .152) 

 

Mean  1.57 1.10 
95% C.I. 1.47 – 1.67 0.96 – 1.25 
ANOVA: F=27.514; df=1/1,692; p<0.001  (Eta2 = .016) 

 

SUMMARIZED RESULTS 
DISAGREE    145 13.6% 133 21.1% 
NEUTRAL / NO OPINION      61   5.7%   70 11.1% 
AGREE    859 80.7% 426 67.7% 
Pearson Chi-Square:  X2=37.296;  df=2;  p<0.001  (Cramer’s V = .148) 
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Table 26.  Demographic variables (sex, residence and age of licensed mountain lion 
hunters) analyzed by data collection method. 
 

Internet Survey Mail Survey  
Gender Number Percent Number Percent 
Male 1,016 95.6% 621 97.5% 
Female      47   4.4%   16   2.5% 
Total 1,063 100% 637 100% 
Pearson Chi-Square:  X2=4.071;  df=1;  p=0.044  (Cramer’s V = .049) 
 

Internet Survey Mail Survey  
Residence Number Percent Number Percent 
Black Hills    714 67.2% 382 60.3% 
West River      81   7.6%   74 11.7% 
East River    268 25.2% 178 28.1% 
Total 1,063 100% 634 100% 
Pearson Chi-Square:  X2=11.320;  df=2;  p=0.003  (Cramer’s V = .082) 
 

Mean Age of 2011 Licensed Mountain Lion Hunters 
Parameter Internet Survey Mail Survey 
Mean Age 44.47 46.13 
95% C.I. 43.64 – 45.29 44.89 – 47.36 
Number 1,061 631 
ANOVA:  F=5.209; df=1/1,690;  p=0.023  (Eta2 = .003) 
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Appendix A.  Mountain lion harvest information for the 
previous South Dakota mountain lion seasons (2005 – 2009). 
Harvest Date Sex Age Weight Hunting Unit Location of Harvest 

2005 
10/01/2005 F 6 84 pounds  Black Hills 7 mi west of Spearfish 

10/02/2005 F 2.5 93 pounds  Black Hills 1 mi west of Custer SP  

10/03/2005 M 3 121 pounds  Black Hills 8 mi SW of Spearfish 

10/05/2005 M 9 141 pounds  Black Hills 3 mi west of Rapid City 

10/07/2005 M 2 106 pounds  Black Hills 11 mi south of Spearfish 

10/08/2005 M 2 104 pounds  Black Hills 2 mi south of Mystic 

10/09/2005 F 1.5 70 pounds  Black Hills 2.5 mi west of Piedmont 

10/12/2005 M 2 98 pounds Black Hills 2 mi NW of Rockerville 

10/15/2005 F 1.5 68 pounds  Black Hills 8 mi NW of Custer 

10/18/2005 F 5.5 91 pounds Black Hills 5 mi east of Hill City 

10/19/2005 M 3 97 pounds  Black Hills 1.5 mi west of Custer 

10/20/2005 F 2.5 86 pounds  Black Hills 4.5 mi south of Sturgis 

10/24/2005 F 4.5 90 pounds  Black Hills 8 mi south of Lead 

2006 
11/01/2006 F 1.5 68 pounds Black Hills 2 mi SW of Deerfield Lake 

11/03/2006 M 1.5 90 pounds Black Hills 3 mi SE of Custer 

11/03/2006 F 1 52 pounds Black Hills 7 mi west of Rapid City 

11/03/2006 M 1.5 80 pounds Black Hills 5 mi NW of Deerfield Lake 

11/04/2006 M 4 146 pounds Black Hills 7 miles north of Custer 

11/05/2006 F 2.5 85 pounds Black Hills 8 miles SW of Spearfish 

11/06/2006 M 1.5 93 pounds Black Hills 10 mi west of Rochford 

11/07/2006 F 5.5 90 pounds Black Hills 2 mi south of Sheridan Lake 

11/09/2006 M 7 156 pounds Black Hills 2 mi east of Nemo 

11/09/2006 M 2 98 pounds Black Hills 7 mi NE of Custer 

11/11/2006 F 2 85 pounds Black Hills 1 mi south of Pactola Res. 

11/12/2006 F 1.5 82 pounds Black Hills 7 miles NW of Hill City 

11/19/2006 F 3 104 pounds Black Hills 3 miles west of Spearfish 

11/19/2006 M 1.5 88 pounds Black Hills 5 miles north of Rochford 

11/19/2006 F 2 85 pounds Black Hills 3 miles NE of Nemo 

12/10/2006 M 2.5 124 pounds Prairie 4 miles SE of Hot Springs 
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Appendix A – Continued. 

Harvest Date Sex Age Weight Hunting Unit Location of Harvest 

20071 

11/01/2007 F 2 80 pounds Black Hills Northern Hills 

11/01/2007 F 1.5 72 pounds Black Hills Northern Hills 

11/01/2007 F 3 85 pounds Black Hills Northern Hills 

11/01/2007 F 2 79 pounds Black Hills Central Hills 

11/03/2007 F 4 84 pounds Black Hills Southern Hills 

11/03/2007 F 1.5 ? Black Hills Southern Hills 

11/04/2007 F 2 86 pounds Black Hills Southern Hills 

11/11/2007 F 2 83 pounds Black Hills Northern Hills 

11/11/2007 M 1.5 90 pounds Black Hills Central Hills 

11/12/2007 F 8 75 pounds Black Hills Central Hills 

11/14/2007 F 2 104 pounds Black Hills Northern Hills 

11/15/2007 F 3 80 pounds Black Hills Southern Hills 

11/17/2007 F 4 84 pounds Black Hills Southern Hills 

11/17/2007 M 2 105 pounds Prairie Harding County 

11/20/2007 F 6 103 pounds Black Hills Central Hills 

11/21/2007 F 3 96 pounds Black Hills Northern Hills 

11/23/2007 M 1.5 112 pounds Black Hills Central Hills 

11/23/2007 F 3 89 pounds Black Hills Central Hills 

11/23/2007 F 4 83 pounds Black Hills Southern Hills 

Continued on next page. 
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Appendix A – Continued. 

Harvest Date Sex Age Weight Hunting Unit Location of Harvest 

20091,2
 

01/01/2009 F 1.5–2.5 yrs. 75 pounds Black Hills Custer Co. 

01/02/2009 F 5-7 months 46 pounds Black Hills Lawrence Co. 

01/03/2009 F 6 years 101 pounds Black Hills Pennington Co. 

01/03/2009 F 9.5–11.5 yrs. 108 pounds Black Hills Pennington Co. 

01/06/2009 F 1.5–2.5yrs. 84 pounds Black Hills Meade Co. 

01/07/2009 M 3 years 145 pounds Black Hills Meade Co. 

01/08/2009 M 3 years 138 pounds Black Hills Lawrence Co. 

01/08/2009 M 7 years 159 pounds Black Hills Custer Co. 

01/10/2009 M 4–5 years 140 pounds Black Hills Pennington Co. 

01/10/2009 M 1.5–2 years 121 pounds Black Hills Custer Co. 

01/10/2009 F 2–3 years 92 pounds Black Hills Fall River Co. 

01/11/2009 F 2 years 92 pounds Black Hills Pennington Co. 

01/13/2009 F 2 years 100 pounds Black Hills Pennington Co. 

01/15/2009 M 3–4 years 147 pounds Black Hills Pennington Co. 

01/15/2009 M 5 months 43 pounds Black Hills Lawrence Co. 

01/15/2009 M 7 years 129 pounds Black Hills Pennington Co. 

01/16/2009 M 6 months 53 pounds Black Hills Lawrence Co. 

01/16/2009 F 1.5–2.5 years 76 pounds Black Hills Custer Co. 

01/23/2009 F 2–3 years 88 pounds Black Hills Lawrence Co. 

01/24/2009 M 3–4 years 140 pounds Black Hills Pennington Co. 

01/24/2009 F 2–3 years 87 pounds Black Hills Lawrence Co. 

01/26/2009 M 5–6 years 129 pounds Black Hills Pennington Co. 

01/31/2009 F 1.5–2.5 years 80 pounds Black Hills Meade Co. 

02/02/2009 F 3–4 years 92 pounds Black Hills Lawrence Co. 

02/13/2009 F 2–3 years 98 pounds Black Hills Pennington Co. 

02/14/2009 F 1–2 years 78 pounds Black Hills Meade Co. 
1In 2007 and 2009 the Mountain Lion season was a single statewide unit. 
2The Black Hills was closed for the 2008 Mountain Lion season (only 1 male lion was harvested in 2008). 
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Appendix A – Continued:  Additional harvest information. 

2010 
Harvest Date Sex Weight Location of Harvest 

1 / 1 F 60 2 miles NW of Piedmont 

1 / 1 F 70 4 miles SE of Cheyenne Crossing 

1 / 1 F 91 3 miles SW of Hayward 

1 / 1 F 84 3 miles N of Johnson Siding 

1 / 2 M 40 3 miles SW of Mystic 

1 / 2 M 66 3 miles SE of Cheyenne Crossing 

1 / 2 F 52 3 miles SW of Deerfield Lake 

1 / 3 M 139 3 miles S of Rochford 

1 / 3 F 57 3 miles S of Brownsville 

1 / 6 F 93 1 mile NW of Hayward 

1 / 8 F 28 3 miles NE of Pringle 

1 / 8 M 107 6 miles SW of Hill City 

1 / 9 F 100 1 mile W of Stratobowl 

1 / 10 M 145 3 miles NE of Deadwood 

1 / 11 F 101 5 miles S of Silver City 

1 / 15 F 68 4 miles NW of Rochford 

1 / 17 F 31 1 mile W of Stratobowl 

1 / 18 F 87 2 miles N of Sheridan Lake 

1 / 22 F 74 1 mile N of Mystic 

1 / 24 M 120 2 miles NW of Hermosa 

1 / 25 F 98 1 mile N of Stratobowl 

1 / 29 M 128 4 miles NE of Jewel Cave 

1 / 29 M 49 4 miles S of Deerfield Lake 
Table (2010 harvest data) continued on next page. 
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Appendix A – Continued:  Additional harvest information. 

2010 - Continued 
Harvest Date Sex Weight Location of Harvest 

1 / 30 M 113 4 miles SW of Mystic 

1 / 31 F 96 1 mile W of Galena 

2 / 2 F 86 1 mile S of Pringle 

2 / 3 M 140 9 miles SW of Spearfish 

2 / 5 M 134 6 miles NE of Jewell Cave 

2 / 5 F 97 2 miles E of Harney 

2 / 6 F 92 3 miles SE of Spearfish 

2 / 7 M 105 1 mile S of Johnson Siding 

2 / 8 M 137 3 miles N of Elk Mountain  

2 / 8 F 89 1 mile SW of Sheridan Lake 

2 / 9 F 68 4 miles S of Harney 

2 / 9 M 146 4 miles W of Hermosa 

2 / 10 F 72 1 mile E of Wonderland Cave 

2 / 10 M 130 1 mile W of Johnson Siding 

2 / 10 F 91 1 mile E of Harney 

2 / 10 M 104 4 miles N of Rochford 

2 / 10 F 96 2 miles S of Sturgis 
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Appendix A – Figure 1.  2005 – 2007 Mountain lion season harvest locations – Black 
Hills, South Dakota.  
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Appendix A – Figure 2.  2009 Mountain lion season harvest locations – Black Hills, 
South Dakota.  
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Appendix A – Figure 3.  2010 Mountain lion season harvest locations – Black Hills, 
South Dakota.  
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2011 Mountain Lion Hunter Survey: 
Questionnaires and other mailings 
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┌        

      
 
   
                                                                                                              

      ┘ 
 

March 2011 
 

Dear mountain lion hunter: 
 
 The 2011 Black Hills Mountain Lion Season closed February 21.  
Although the season in the Black Hills is closed, licensed landowners 
outside of the Black Hills Fire Protection District can still harvest a lion on 
their own land for the rest of the year (2011). 
 
 Please complete this short survey concerning the 2011 mountain lion 
season.  The questions ask about your hunting experiences and a few general 
opinions about mountain lions and their management.  This information is 
collected every year as an evaluation of the mountain lion season from the 
hunters’ perspective. 
The information you provide is used by game managers in making future 
decisions about the Black Hills mountain lion season.  Your prompt 
response will eliminate the need to send you another survey.  Please take a 
few minutes to answer your questionnaire and return it using the pre-paid 
envelope provided.  Also, please not remove your address label as the ID 
number is used to identify hunters that have responded so that we do not 
mail out reminders. 
 

 This survey only pertains to the 2011 Black Hills Mountain Lion 
Season (January 1 – February 21).  Please answer your survey even if you 
did not hunt this year because some questions are general attitude questions. 

 
 

Department of Game, Fish and Parks 

Foss Building 
523 East Capitol 
Pierre, South Dakota 57501-3182 
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2011 BLACK HILLS LION HUNTER SURVEY 
Game, Fish & Parks, 523 E. Capitol, Pierre, SD  57501 

 

Please note that this survey only pertains to the 2011 Black Hills Mountain Lion Season  
(January 1 – February 21, 2011). 

 

Mountain Lion Hunting in South Dakota 
 
1. Did you spend any time hunting for mountain lions this year (January 1 – February 

21)? 
 

 1.  NO  go to question #2 on the next page 
 2.  YES  please answer the questions in Box A before going to question #2 

 

Box A (answered YES to question #1) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Box  - B  Continued (answered YES to question #1) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A1.  How many days did you hunt for mountain lions? ______DAYS 
 
A2.  Please check all the types of mountain lion hunting methods that you used: 
 

 1.  incidental while doing other activities 
 2.  calling 
 3.  tracking in the snow 
 4.  sitting on a kill site 
 5.  use of scent attractants 
 6.  walking in the woods hoping to find a mountain lion or signs of lions 
 7.  driving the roads looking for a mountain lion or signs of mountain lions 
 8.  other please describe: _________________________________________ 

 

A3. Please indicate which, if any, of the following types of interactions with mountain 
lions you have experienced during this year's lion season. Please answer each item by 
checking either no or yes. 

          NO YES 
a. Observed tracks or signs (e.g., buried deer carcass) 

of mountain lions while lion hunting this year………..      

b. Observed a mountain lion while lion hunting this year.      _____ 
 If YES, please check all the appropriate situations:                           number 
 

  1. Lion had spots (young lion) 
  2. Lion was with a spotted lion (young lion) 

 3. Lion was with one or more other lions 
  4. Did not have a good or clear shot 

   5. Lion was aggressive and near a possible den 
  6. I shot at but missed a lion 
  7. I shot at, probably wounded, but did not retrieve a lion 
  8. I harvested a mountain lion 
  9. Other:________________________________________________ 
 

 Were any of the lions you observed wearing a radio-collar or ear-tag? 
 

 No      Not Sure      Yes  
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2. Overall, how satisfied were you with the mountain lion season as conducted in 2011?  

Please check () only one response. 
 

       Very           Moderately          Slightly         Neutral or            Slightly              Moderately              Very           
             Satisfied          Satisfied           Satisfied       No Opinion         Dissatisfied         Dissatisfied          Dissatisfied 

 

                 1                   2                    3                   4                        5                       6                        7 
 
 
 

General Attitudes towards Mountain Lions in South Dakota 
 

3. People in South Dakota have many different attitudes towards mountain lions.  How 
strongly do you AGREE or DISAGREE with each of the following statements?  
Please circle one number for each item. 

 
       Strongly     Moderately     Slightly     Neutral or      Slightly    Moderately     Strongly           
         Agree           Agree           Agree      No Opinion   Disagree     Disagree       Disagree     

a.  The presence of mountain 
     lions is a sign of a healthy 
     environment..........................   1               2                  3                4                5               6                 7 
 
b.   Having a healthy, viable population 
      of mountain lions in South 
      Dakota is important to me…   1               2                  3                4                5               6                 7 
 
c.    I am concerned about   
      mountain lions killing too 
      many game animals. ............   1               2                  3                4                5               6                 7 
 
d.    Having mountain lions  
      in South Dakota is too  
      dangerous a risk to people. ..   1               2                  3                4                5               6                 7 
 
e.    By following some simple  
      precautions, people can safely  
      live in areas occupied by  
      mountain lions .....................   1               2                  3                4                5               6                 7 
 
 

Information about Yourself: 
 

4. In which county do you live?  __________________________________ COUNTY 
 
5. What is your age and gender? __________years    MALE      FEMALE 
 
 
 
THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR VALUABLE TIME COMPLETING 
THIS SURVEY.  Results from this survey will be posted on GFP’s web-page. 
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Optional Comments: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Electronic comments can also be sent to Larry.Gigliotti@state.sd.us 
Please put Mountain Lion Hunter Comments in the subject line of your e-mail.  Deadline for e-
mail comments to be included in the final report is April 1, 2011. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You can use this page for any comments you 
would like to make.  These comments will be 
typed (provided they are legible) and put into a 
report that will be given to the Game, Fish & 
Parks Commissioners, staff biologists and 
administrators and made available to the public. 

Please return your questionnaire using the addressed, pre-paid return envelope provided. 
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Postcard Reminder: 
 
March 23, 2011 
 
Last week I mailed you a short survey about the 2011 Mountain Lion (Black Hills) Season.  
The purpose of the survey is to describe purchasers of the Mountain Lion License.  
Therefore it is important that EVERYONE respond to the survey even if you did not 
actually spend time hunting for mountain lions in the Black Hills.  This postcard reminder 
is being sent to ask you to complete and return your survey as soon as possible using the 
pre-paid return envelope provided.  If you have already completed and returned it to us, 
please accept our sincere thanks.  
 
YOUR response is needed even if you did not hunt mountain lions in the Black Hills this 
year.   
 
Please try to respond to the first mailing of the survey by March 31.  If by some 
chance you did not receive the questionnaire, or if it got misplaced, don’t worry (just wait 
and watch your mail) as a second questionnaire will be mailed to you in a couple of weeks 
if we don't receive your completed questionnaire in the mail.   
 
       Larry Gigliotti 
       Planning Coordinator/Human Dimensions Specialist 

 
 
Insert sent with second mailing of the questionnaire: 
 
 

Mountain Lion Management in the Black Hills 
 

Please help us by completing the enclosed survey.  Even if you did not hunt 
lions in the Black Hills we need your information for the calculations 
involved in our evaluation of the Black Hills mountain lion hunting season.  
 
Deadline for responding to this survey is April 20, 2011.  
 
Thank you. 

Larry M. Gigliotti 
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Copy of the Internet Survey: 
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First E-mail Invitation: 

To: [Email] 

From: larry.gigliotti@state.sd.us 

 

Subject: Lion Hunter Survey - 2011 

Body: Dear [FirstName] [LastName]  
 
Our records indicate you purchased a Mountain Lion License for 2011. The 2011 Black Hills
Mountain Lion Season closed February 21. Although the season is in the Black Hills is 
closed, licensed landowners outside of the Black Hills Fire Protection District can still 
harvest a lion on their own land for the rest of the year (2011).  
 
We are first attempting to contact hunters by e-mail for cost effectiveness.  If you are unable 
to complete the survey using the Internet or would prefer to complete a paper survey just 
ignore this e-mail request. I will be sending a paper survey to everyone that does not respond 
using the Internet survey during the alloted time period.  
 
We would like to hear from everyone in our sample, even if you did not hunt mountain lions 
this year.  
 
This survey is should only take 2 to 4 minutes.  If you need to stop in the middle you will be 
able to return at a later time (as long as you keep this e-mail with the survey link) to complete
your survey up until the time that the survey closes (the survey will remain open for 14 days).
Also, partial surveys are welcome, so if you quit in the middle of the survey your responses 
are still useful and will be used in the analyses  
 
Here is a link to the survey:  
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx  
 
This survey is being conducted by the South Dakota Game, Fish & Parks Department.  
 
This link is uniquely tied to this survey and your email address. Please do not forward this 
message.  
 
 
Thanks for your participation!  
 
 
Please note: If you do not wish to receive further emails from us, please click the link below, 
and you will be automatically removed from our mailing list.  
http://www.surveymonkey.com/optout.aspx 
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First Reminder E-mail: 

To: [Email] 

From: larry.gigliotti@state.sd.us 

 

Subject: Lion Hunter Survey - First Reminder 

Body: Dear [FirstName] [LastName]  
 
The 2011 Black Hills Mountain Lion Season closed February 21. Although the season in the 
Black Hills is closed, licensed landowners outside of the Black Hills Fire Protection District 
can still harvest a lion on their own land for the rest of the year (2011). This survey only 
pertains to the Black Hills Mountain Lion Season.  
 
We are first attempting to contact hunters by e-mail for cost effectiveness.  If you are unable 
to complete the survey using the Internet or would prefer to complete a paper survey just 
ignore this e-mail request. I will be sending a paper survey to everyone that does not respond
using the Internet survey during the alloted time period.  
 
We would like to hear from everyone in our sample, even if you did not hunt mountain lions 
in the Black Hills this year. This Internet survey will close March 8 at 9:00 a.m.  
 
This survey should only take 2 to 4 minutes.  If you need to stop in the middle you will be 
able to return at a later time (as long as you keep this e-mail with the survey link) to 
complete your survey up until the time that the survey closes. Also, partial surveys are 
welcome, so if you quit in the middle of the survey your responses are still useful and will be
used in the analyses  
 
Here is a link to the survey:  
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx  
 
This survey is being conducted by the South Dakota Game, Fish & Parks Department.  
 
This link is uniquely tied to this survey and your email address. Please do not forward this 
message.  
 
 
Thanks for your participation!  
 
 
Please note: If you do not wish to receive further emails from us, please click the link below,
and you will be automatically removed from our mailing list.  
http://www.surveymonkey.com/optout.aspx 

 65  

javascript:void(null);
javascript:void(null);


Evaluation of the 2011 Mountain Lion Season  APPENDIX B 
Larry M. Gigliotti, Ph.D. 
 

 66  

 
Final E-mail Reminder: 

 

To: [Email] 

From: larry.gigliotti@state.sd.us 

 

Subject: Lion Hunter Survey - Final Reminder 

Body: Dear [FirstName] [LastName]  
 
This Internet survey will close March 8 at 9:00 a.m.  
 
We are first attempting to contact hunters by e-mail for cost effectiveness.  If you are unable 
to complete the survey using the Internet or would prefer to complete a paper survey just 
ignore this e-mail request. I will be sending a paper survey to everyone that does not respond
using the Internet survey during the alloted time period.  
 
The 2011 Black Hills Mountain Lion Season closed February 21. Although the season in the 
Black Hills is closed, licensed landowners outside of the Black Hills Fire Protection District 
can still harvest a lion on their own land for the rest of the year (2011). This survey only 
pertains to the Black Hills Mountain Lion Season.  
 
Here is a link to the survey:  
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx  
 
This survey is being conducted by the South Dakota Game, Fish & Parks Department.  
 
This link is uniquely tied to this survey and your email address. Please do not forward this 
message.  
 
 
Thanks for your participation!  
 
 
Please note: If you do not wish to receive further emails from us, please click the link below,
and you will be automatically removed from our mailing list.  
http://www.surveymonkey.com/optout.aspx 
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Appendix C.  Data collected from successful Mountain Lion hunters at the check in 
station by GFP Region 1 staff. 
 

Days Hunted Number Percent 
1   9 19.1% 
2   7 14.9% 
3 – 4   6 12.8% 
5 – 10 16 34.0% 
11 – 20   7 14.9% 
21 – 30   0   0.0% 
31 – 40   2   4.3% 
Total  Figure 1 47 100% 
Average 7.5 days  

 
Method of Hunting Number Percent 
Track 22 46.8% 
Call 14 29.8% 
Track & Call   6 12.8% 
Sitting on a kill   3   6.4% 
Sitting in a blind   1   2.1% 
Stalked / Incidental   1   2.1% 
Total  Figure 2 47 100% 

 
Call Type Number Percent 
Lion   3 15.0% 
Deer distress   7 35.0% 
Cow   1   5.0% 
Unspecified   9 45.0% 
Total 20 100% 
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Appendix C – Figure 1.  Day hunters by successful lion hunters during the 2011 Black 
Hills lion season. 
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Appendix C – Figure 2.  Hunting methods used by successful lion hunters during the 
2011 Black Hills lion season. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Evaluation of the 2011 Mountain Lion Season  APPENDIX D 
Larry M. Gigliotti, Ph.D.  Comments Received by Mail 
 
Appendix D.  Optional comments by mountain lion hunters received by mail (2011). 

 
ID: 14 
 I like to see mountain lions in South Dakota but we currently have far too many.  I think a 

season with a 75 animal quota for several years will bring to population better in line with 
the environment.  I would like to see a total population of 75 – 100 lions in the entire Hills. 

 
ID: 19 
 I have lived in the Black Hills all my life and have yet to see a lion in the woods.  I spend a 

lot of time hiking and hunting the Hills.  My wife and I camp at least 15 weekends a year in 
the Hills not counting hunting time.  I have seen tracks and dump piles and heard cats 
scream but have yet to see one.  We keep hoping. 

 
ID: 35 
 As a landowner that runs livestock, I don’t think that I should have to pay a fee/license to 

shoot a lion on my property.  I also don’t think that without a license that I can only shoot a 
lion if my livestock are in immediate danger.  I should be able to shoot any lion any time 
when it is on my property.  I think you could increase the quota, seeing as how quickly 47 
cats were shot, must be a lot of cats in the Hills.  Thanks and keep up the good work! 

 
ID: 37 
 I saw 4 different lions in December 6 deer kills in December. 
 
ID: 53 
 Please allow hunters to kill more lions, while hunting I never saw a whitetail, mule deer 

and most importantly an elk.  I feel the lions are killing all game animals in the Hills at an 
alarming rate. 

 
ID: 58 
 Mountain lions should be legal to run with dogs.  Other states have no problem running 

dogs. 
 
ID: 70 
 General attitudes as long as we hunt them and stay armed, lions are no threat.  Simple 

precautions, lions can kill you, always be armed in cat country, they are not fuzzy little 
kitties, SD G,F, & P is doing the right thing by hunting cats! 

 
ID: 89 
 I do think we need to control lions in the Black Hills we see deer tracks but no deer and we 

drove lots of miles looking for both lion and deer.  I also think if we could have found deer 
there may have been lions but I will hunt them again.  Just to be in the great outdoors.  
Keep up the good work even though we as hunters, fisherman, and trappers disagree with 
some things the G, F, & P do we do try and understand. 

 
ID: 100 
 All wild animals are unpredictable at one time and this animal is top of the food chain.  Do 

it with mountain lions for years.  Had cattle killed and chased the corral fences and took 
rider off horse, and killed a deer 20 feet from the house and two domestic animals.  If this 
continues to leave mountain lions in the Hills we need to make units so kills are made in 
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appropriate areas.  Lions within 3 miles of a city need to be killed.  Site of live lion and 
time needs immediate allocation! 

 
ID: 109 
 Saw many lion tracks, very enjoyable hunt just weren’t able to hunt more days than would 

have liked too.  By the amount of signs look like a lot of them out there, thanks for the 
opportunity and hope we can thin the population more next year. 

 
ID: 166 
 I was advised the last lion taken at 142 pounds was with a collared lion when killed. 
 
ID: 191 
 We have a cabin near Custer and lions have changed my outlook in the Hills.  My wife and 

grandchildren no longer go to the cabin because they are afraid to go for a walk or outside.  
I fear we are going to sell because they no longer feel safe.  I do not understand why we 
need lions in the Hills.  It sure changed our outlook for a place that is so beautiful! 

 
ID: 207 
 I live on a ranch near Deadwood when we have had numerous problems with mountain 

lions.  Once again there was so much snow it was almost impossible to hunt them.  I feel 
they should allow dogs and increase the limit. 

 
ID: 211 
 October 1st or November 1st start of season would make more sense to me.  Access might 

be better for us older hunters. 
 
ID: 214 
 If we want our deer and elk herds back to a healthy level we need to harvest a lot more cats 

and stop warning about the little special interest groups on this state and also in this 
country.  They have way to much say and control and I have no reason to believe they 
haven’t infiltrated our federal and state agencies.  I can only imagine what will happen 
when we get a wolf population.  This will happen I’m afraid in the near future. 

 
ID: 219 
 The GF&P needs to step up to the plate and get the number of mountain lions under control 

before we have no game left in our Hills!  I am very disappointed in our G, F, &P. 
 
ID: 234 
 SD should legalize the use of dogs to hunt mountain lions and allow more lions to be 

harvested. 
 
ID: 253 
 Mountain lions are a huge risk to people and livestock and you should be able at any time 

to kill them! 
 
ID: 274 
 Open up Custer State Park to all license holders so non-hunters can’t block tags. 
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ID: 290 
 The G, F, & P can hide behind “reproduction issues” or fawn/calf mortality for only so 

long.  It is quite obvious that mountain lions are reducing herd numbers by significant 
percentages.  It is time for the G, F, & P to grow some hair on its genitals and tell the 
animal rights activists we are going to kill a large number of mountain lions to get their 
numbers back to a healthy level. 

 
ID: 316 
 My feeling is any mountain lions outside of the Black Hills area should be treated as a 

predator and should be open to hunting year round. 
 
ID: 353 
 I think the use of dogs should be legalized.  It is very difficult to catch up to a mountain 

lion you are tracking.  In the snow it makes it a little big better because you can follow 
tracks, but after pursuing many cats I have come to the conclusion that it is nearly 
impossible.  Dogs would be very beneficial to population control.  I ask that you please 
consider this option. 

 
ID: 357 
 There are way too many lions in the Black Hills and everyone knows it.  They have wiped 

out the goats, have decimated the big horns, and are well on there way to finishing off our 
elk and deer herds.  A recent example that I only read about because Commissioner Olson 
was there pretty well makes the point.  An elk cow was killed by a lion after being darted 
by G, F, & P.  Are you people the only ones who don’t get it… or perhaps you are part of 
the political correct crowd who wants the American hunter and his guns removed from 
society. 

 
ID: 398 
 Just about all hunters I talk to feel like the mountain lions are depleting our big game 

populations, (deer, elk, big horn sheep, turkeys, etc.)  Most hunters’ feel we need to kill 
more lions to stop their damage on these populations, we think your population of 225 is 
way low.  I’ve always been proud of the way the G, F, & P has managed wildlife and fish 
in South Dakota.  I became a South Dakota resident and moved here because of your great 
resources but personally would love to see more lions killed to increase all our big game 
populations again. 

 
ID: 401 
 Deer hunters pay most of the money that the G, F, & P have to spend.  Mainly because of 

deer hunters hunt and fish also.  G, F, & P don’t get tax dollars just taxes on sporting goods, 
hunting licenses etc.  Yet the G, F, & P created a mountain lion problem by letting it even 
get this big.  Mountain lions at deer now less deer, less hunters maybe soon no hunters, it 
just doesn’t make sense.  When do we lay you off!  Also I hope this project (fun) you are 
having been explained to a parent of a child when that child is killed by your mountain 
lions.  Sleep well! 

 
ID: 402 
 You need 2 – 3 units we are not killing enough cats in the southern hills.  Why does the 

game and fish thing we need so many cats I don’t understand this? 
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ID: 403 
 I think dogs should be allowed so we won’t kill so many small ones and so many females.  

I think most hunters would go after big females and big male cats, I think there should be a 
better watch on snowmobiles in the Northern Hills. 

 
ID: 405 
 I have a trail camera photo of a female, 2 cubs, and a male.  All were healthy and with no 

collars.  I saw the mother and one cub in person, to my knowledge all these animals made it 
through the hunting season.  We try to take the male, but we were unsuccessful.  Location 
is south of I 90 between Exit 17 and Whitewood. 

 
ID: 432 
 Let us use dogs to concentrate on the problem cats. 
 
ID: 452 
 I was never in favor of mountain lions anyplace in South Dakota.  I have small 

grandchildren that road around on my land and have seen the tracks of a cat.  What will 
happen if a female cat with cubs gets around or near my grandchildren?  I have heard one 
of the reasons the elk herd is down is because of the cats in the park!  We have gotten along 
without cats for years don’t need cats around. 

 
ID: 457 
 South Dakota Game, Fish, & Parks had got to reconsider the laws against using hounds to 

hunt mountain lions in our state.  It is a fool proof method of knowing weather it is a male 
or female. 

 
ID: 461 
 You need to up the limit on cats. 
 
ID: 470 
 We need to continue hunts of lions increase quota to 50 lions 30 female and 20 male.  I 

have lived in the Black Hills 69 years and we have more lions than we say.  Please continue 
the hunt for more cats! 

 
ID: 500 
 I have been hunting lions in the Black Hills for three years and have yet to harvest one.  I 

observed two lions while deer hunting during the 2010 season.  It would be nice to have the 
two seasons over lap as it was initially. 

 
ID: 528 
 I hope people enjoy being afraid of lions and not being able to hunt deer and elk because 

that is where you have us headed.  There must be a reason that lion tags go up and deer and 
elk tags go down every year!  I have small children and I can not let them play in their own 
backyard and it is not because I am afraid that a deer will get them.  I got 1 lion this year 
that is what I can do to help get rid of them.  I would love a return comment. 

 
ID: 531 
 My only true concern is having a clear picture of the real population.  I suspect the 

mountain lions are reproducing at a scary number.  I am very pleased at the increase in kill 
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rate and the amount that your team had justified to kill each year.  I like in a very remote 
area in the Hills we have many dens and many signs of a healthy population.  There are a 
lot less deer and turkey since I have lived here in 2006. 

 
ID: 585 
 I know you hear it all the time but I will say it again.  Yeah mountain lion hunting is nice 

and we can’t hunt them to extinction.  My point expand the quota, I would like an elk tag or 
two in my lifetime.  The draw stats on elk is very depressing, especially when every year 
the quota is lowered and we all know why; whether it can be admitted or not. 

 
ID: 605 
 Make more advantages for us who live in and around the Missouri River area.  Farmers 

seem to make up all rules and hunting advantages! 
 
ID: 609 
 The season should be earlier or keep most of all roads open. 
 
ID: 610 
 I think more lions could be harvested.  I hike all the time and every spring I find lions kills 

on deer, elk, and cows, then need to be thinned out a little more. 
 
ID: 623 
 First of all we could like to thank Game, Fish, & Parks for drawing my son for the first 

drawing in the park for lions.  It was a very enjoyable experience for both my son and I to 
be able to hike and walk the best parts of the park that most people never see!  I was a 
exhilarating experience to say the least.  We wanted to just say thanks so much.  My son 
got the second lion in the park.  Thanks again so much! 

 
ID: 627 
 I think hunting with dogs would allow a more selective harvest and give the game biologist 

more control over the population management.  The game population has steadily improved 
since I was growing up in this area. 

 
ID: 661 
 As primarily an antlered big game hunter, I don’t want the mountain lion population to be 

as big as it currently is.  I think the number of Custer State Park licenses is too low and the 
fees too high!  Overall I think the G, F, & P is doing a very good job managing the lion 
quotas. 

 
ID: 666 
 I have observed mountain lions on two occasions 1 in my yard and 1 a block away from my 

house in Sturgis.  They need to be hunted hard enough so they stay out of town afraid of 
people. 

 
ID: 709 
 I would like to see SD allow hounds to hunt lions. 
 
ID: 714 
 Poor access the roads and GPA’s are closed on the 15th of December.  I saw people hunting 

on snowmobiles and ATV’s that drove around gates to closed areas. 
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ID: 752 
 I would like to see the forest gates open.  Old men need to drive a little closer. 
 
ID: 773 
 I believe that the elk and deer numbers are down due to the mountain lion populations so I 

would like to see the lion season continue.  I liked the mountain lion season so people from 
out of town could hunt both species during that time. 

 
ID: 798 
 The mountain lion population is a far greater number than the 250 lions, plus or minus, 

stated by G, F, & P.  I am certain G, F, & P wildlife biologists know these as well as I do.  I 
just can’t come up with any scientific reason to justify understating the lion population in 
the Black Hills.  The reason can not be to pacify the emotional rank who wants no lion 
management through hunting.  More lions would make them happy, if that is possible. 

 
ID: 809 
 Open the season to x amount o f cats per other seasons (deer and elk).  Leave remaining for 

full end of year hunt. 
 
ID: 860 
 I strongly feel they should keep the harvest limit the same for at least 2 or more years or 

longer until there is a manageable level of lions.  Apparently 45 lions in 51 days just by 
using calls means there are still a large amount of lions. 

 
ID: 866 
 Thank you for the chance to hunt mountain lions in SD.  I am an avid varmint hunter in 

Eastern SD.  This was an opportunity to hunt a different species.  I look forward to hunting 
again for lions with my 11 year old son.  My best to you all in all of your research and 
decisions. 

 
ID: 867 
 Keep license fees low, so we can continue to enjoy hunting. 
 
ID: 869 
 I would prefer to hunt with dogs.  If the lion was treed it could be better observed and 

therefore be harvested or not. 
 
ID: 875 
 Most land I want to hunt is gated December 15th to March 15th to vehicles.  Snow was deep 

to walk in very far; I would rather have the season in the fall. 
 
ID: 904 
 If the mountain lion population is not controlled the issued tags in deer/elk will keep 

declining the revenue will diminish as well as out of state money during hunting season.  I 
live here in Charles Mix County and I know of two different cats  5 miles from my home.  
This problem will continue to increase even if the harvest quotas are increased.  Let the 
hunters harvest more lions for a longer period.  Open the season during deer/elk season. 
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ID: 914 
 I have a good time going lion hunting.  I like to look for tracks and see different spots in the 

Hills.  I look forward to next season! 
 
ID: 936 
 Put a bounty on them. 
 
ID: 938 
 I saw 2 lions before the season both within bow range. 
 
ID: 945 
 Will South Dakota ever utilize dogs to aid in harvesting lions? 
 
ID: 950 
 It would be nice to see the maps of were all the lions have been killed in the Hills like we 

did the first few years.  That way we could kind of base our hunts more on different 
locations than the previous kill sits.  At the beginning of the season we could see if there 
have been any hot spot locations to start hunting, by looking at all the previous years kill 
maps.  Thanks for all the work you guys do to put this season on.  This was my 4th season 
now and still no lion but we still have fun.  Love hunting in the Hills. 

 
ID: 968 
 The elk herd is drastically in trouble lions are getting the calves.  The deer population is 

going down quickly.  The turkeys are down except in people’s yards.  I have a place in the 
Hills and there are lion tracks everywhere I have grandchildren that I don’t like to go 
outside to play. 

 
ID: 975 
 I think the season needs to go on.  I like the idea that it is not a draw and that everybody has 

a chance for a tag.  I think there needs to be more information for the hunters on ways to 
hunt who have been successful at getting one.  More education maybe the G, F, & P can 
report more on the more populated areas and tell us how the successful hunters are getting 
them. 

 
ID: 988 
 I am a rancher in Shannon County and will shoot any lion seen on my land.  My local 

trapper has observed lion signs this spring. 
 
ID: 1033 
 I would like to see the harvest limit increased to reduce the lion population to help increase 

the big game populations and also hopefully make the lions a little more fearful of humans. 
 
ID: 1042 
 The mountain lions are wrecking our deer and elk hunting. 
 
ID: 1058 
 Even though I only saw a lion once during seven days of hunting, I question the numbers in 

the Black Hills.  I am not a biologist but lion sign is everywhere!  However, I did not hunt 
higher elevations due to deeper snow and access.  The lower elevations are filled with signs 
of mountain lions.  The thing that I will say is they are one of the hardest and most exciting 
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to hunt in South Dakota.  But it is obvious the deer and elk numbers are suffering from 
something?  Also I have not seen one porcupine in the Black Hills in a very long time? 

 
ID: 1069 
 Sounds like you need to kill more mountain lions in Custer State Park.  I have never drawn 

an elk tag yet.  Talking to other hunters the mountain lions have killed a lot of the elk.  
Maybe next year people that have mountain lion tags in the park will gibe them so many 
days then open it up to the other hunters that have mountain lion tags out of the park. 

 
ID: 1099 
 Need to move season ahead into November/December double amount of lions to be 

harvested.  Lots of lions in these here Hills! 
 
ID: 1105 
 Lots of lions before season tracked at least 20 different lions this years, just didn’t work 

out.  Lot’s of lions! 
 
ID: 1130 
 Need to kill more 
 
ID: 1135 
 I have no problem with lions as long as we can keep numbers down, so there will always be 

good numbers of deer, elk and antelope. 
 
ID: 1137 
 I think we need to continue harvesting lions based on the number of lions harvested that 

were not collared verses the number of total lions taken and then you compare that to the 
number of collared animals out there.  It would seem to me that a good number of lions 
should be harvested again in future years. 

 
ID: 1151 
 Please let us use dogs in a separate season after the other one is over, let us take only the 

adult males, that are running the young ones out of the hills and into the towns and rural 
areas. 

 
ID: 1153 
 It doesn’t matter no elk, no deer left just well go out of state to hunt. 
 
ID: 1164 
 The mountain lion season in Custer State Park is a joke.  When you charge $155 for a tag, 

let 10 people get tags 2 of which were anti hunters and close the season when 5 lions are 
shot, I don’t even see the point in applying!  The decision not to use dogs is a stupid one 
however when 47 moutain lions get harvested in 51 days, success seems high.  The use of 
dogs would allow the identification of the lion by age and sex, stopping the number of 6 
month old lions.  Thanks for all you do. 

 
ID: 1176 
 Good season, good quota, good dates. 
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ID: 1183 
 John Kanta = AWESOME! 
 
ID: 1194 
 I’m concerned with the deer and elk population in the Black Hills.  I’ve noticed a steady 

decline in the population especially the fawn and calf numbers.  I attribute this to the 
increase in mountain lion population.  I’m sure you realize this also.  I’m wondering how 
long the management plan you have in place will stay the same.  I believe if something 
doesn’t change there will be less licenses available for deer and elk until one day there will 
not be a season at all.  This cycle will and already is taking it’s toll on deer and elk 
populations.  I feel we need to manage the mountain lions before harvesting more of them.  
The next problem will be save the wolves.  It’s just a matter of time before you won’t need 
hunting to manage wildlife, wolves, coyotes, and mountain lions will do it for you. 

 
ID: 1204 
 Please open up Custer State Park to more permits.  Plow all the major roads in Custer State 

Park, many of my colleagues told me that the mountain lions were in the park specifically 
where the roads where not plowed out.  Proof of this was the Kelo story about the 
tranquilized elk being attacked by a mountain lion that was sunning itself. 

 
ID: 1211 
 Mountain lions have no place in today’s society.  Our forefather’s spent a lot of time and 

money to get rid of them. 
 
ID: 1229 
 If a mountain lion takes any kids I hope it’s one of yours! 
 
ID: 1267 
 I have lived in the Black Hills for 6 years now and in that time I have noticed a significant 

drop in the deer population.  I am an avid bow hunter and observe many deer but numbers 
are less and less each season. 

 
ID: 1269 
 They are a predator.  I own live stock and I want to be able to shoot one. 
 
ID: 1270 
 Custer State Park should support a lion hunt with the options of using hound dogs.  There 

are plenty of lions and the park has seen a large decrease in animals and trophy animals.  
The park is not what it used to be for seeing animals during the spring, summer and fall 
viewing seasons. 

 
ID: 1276 
 I don’t think that hunters should be held accountable for shooting a mountain lion that has 

spots.  Because it is too hard to hell when they are out in the field. 
 
ID: 1288 
 I think you folks do a great job managing the lion population.  Now let’s think about 

getting more involved with the wolf population.  Realizing they are federally protected in 
spending a lot of time hunting predators, there are many wolves out there in SD!  Thanks 
for your hard work! 
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ID: 1303 
 I worried about the safety of the kids around Sturgis.  I have a lot of signs of cats in town.  

If we let the population of the deer get to small we will see problems with the cats.  I have 
found where cats have killed deer for fun.  They have killed and left them laying not even 
buried the carcass.  That is doing it for fun near camp Meade.   

 
ID: 1310 
 I bought a license so I can shoot the bastards and be legal. 
 
ID: 1317 
 Moderation is key to the success of anything in my opinion.  I believe the lions are killing 

way too many game animals.  I believe when the wolves get a solid population between the 
two predators they will be out of control. 

 
ID: 1323 
 More cat tags, longer season, be able to use dogs, more information where the kills were 

taken, open Custer and Wind Cave Nation Park to the Black Hills Unit.  Reduce the 
number of cats to save our deer and elk. 

 
ID: 1343 
 I wouldn’t mind seeing the season a little earlier such as starting on December 1st instead of 

January 1st otherwise no issues.  Better luck next time. 
 
ID: 1379 
 Hope you continue with a lion season each and every year. 
 
ID: 1397 
 There are too many cats in SD.  Need to up the harvest limit, I only hunted 1 day this year 

and saw tons of lion signs and very little deer signs. 
 
ID: 1398 
 I like the ability to hunt lions.  However it seems there has been a drastic reduction of elk in 

the area of the Northern/Middle Black Hills.  I would think that this would be directly 
related to the increase of lions.  While I will not be able to elk hunt in SD for 7 more years, 
I see the elk as a more important asset to the state on hunters. 

 
ID: 1450 
 The few days I hunted I saw a lot of signs of lions.  I think you could sure incline your lions 

harvested. 
 
ID: 1471 
 I feel the use of dogs should be reconsidered.  They are a useful tool that could help some 

hunter’s better judge the size of a lion before they shoot.  Too many young lions were shot 
this year because of inexperienced hunters not taking time to carefully judge the size of the 
lion before shooting. 

 
ID: 1480 
 Allow the use of dogs. 
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ID: 1483 
 I am very concerned the lion population is getting out of control.  We live on Norris Peak 

Road last year I had an antelope taken from my ATV in my pickup by one last year, six 
weeks later same lions (probably) was chasing turkeys in our front yard. 

 
ID: 1495 
 “Healthy Environment” for who?  Lions in this area have no fear of anything else in there is 

nothing to predate the lion on the “learning basis” this is questionably a “healthy 
environment” for any other wildlife in the area. 

 
ID: 1509 
 I think every hunter should take a course at their cost before they can apply for a tag.  

Because I see too many people getting tags that can’t afford a mount or taking care of the 
animal when shot.  Also the reason for the class is show them the difference between male 
and female, also kittens.  It would help distinguish between a resourceful hunter and a 
careless hunter. 

 
ID: 1511 
 I think that it is only a matter of time until someone is seriously mauled or killed in or 

around the black Hills unless the numbers are reduced. 
 
ID: 1526 
 Landowners should not have to be limited to where they can protect their livestock.  

Mountain lions live in the Hills; people run livestock in the Hills, in which case there is 
more trees and brush.  Making it easier for mountain lions to have people should have the 
right to protect their property regardless of where it is located. 

 
ID: 1549 
 Lion on trail camera was around a neighbors place.  Today have wild barn cats in area.  

Appeared lion was trying to get the wild cats.  I live on 27 acres, last summer I had a fawn 
killed around my property.  This prompted me to get a permit.  I didn’t observe any lion 
tracks on my property this year.  Deer population was way down also.  NO Elk come in this 
year on my property. 

 
ID: 1559 
 We live with the lion’s everyday here at the ranch.  The only reason I buy a tag every year 

is to protect our livestock and my family. 
 
ID: 1570 
 To my understanding mountain lions breed year around, and it seems to me that the 

duration of the season and the limits of cats taken should be increased.  The need to hunt 
there with dogs should be considered as hunters will be enabled to determine the sex and 
size of them more readily once they are treed.  It is also quite apparent the lions are having 
a very noticeable effect in reduction of the deer and elk herds. 

 
ID: 1572 
 I feel deer and elk numbers are very low.  Bad winters are a lot of the blame, but when I see 

a herd of 50 elk and can county only 5 calves I think the lions and coyotes need to be very 
controlled. 
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ID: 1581 
 I think that if that many lions are killed so quickly that the population is higher than 

estimated.  I think the number killed should be raised.  I think that they have had a real 
impact on all the big game.  I have hunted for years in the Hills.  The populations are way 
down.  It is certainly not because of over harvest by hunters. 

 
ID: 1590 
 I feel there should be an open season for everyone with a $500 bounty for every mountain 

lion harvested! 
 
ID: 1597 
 Way to many have a cabin near Moon, deer and elk numbers going down, lion tracks 

everywhere.  Porcupines nonexistent, used to see 30 – 50 a year.  No good reason for all 
these cats quota should be 200. 

 
ID: 1598 
 Get the mountain lions under control. 
 
ID: 1640 
 They are killing all the deer and elk off in the higher hills.  You only see deer in the foot 

hills.  More numbers of mountain lions need to be shot off.  Because we used to have a 
good deer and elk herd. 

 
ID: 1644 
 It’s a great time, hope the season stays for good. 
 
ID: 1649 
 Please do not allow dogs for mountain lion hunting. 
 
ID 1655 
 I would like to see hunters be able to use dogs to track a lion if it has been wounded.  If a 

lion has a collar and is wounded, I think G, F, & P should locate the wounded lion.  I think 
G, F, & P should allow hunters to use a snowmobile to retrieve a lion in restricted areas.  
Game farms up Higgins Gulch example! 

 
ID: 1673 
 I am satisfied with how the lion season is being handled outside of all the snow. 
 
ID: 1697 
 We should be able to use dogs.  This would help to instill a fear of homes with pets. 
 
ID: 1722 
 I’m commenting on an article that was wrote in a newspaper about rams dying from being 

sick was the number 1 reason, and they were lowering the elk tags also.  You may be able 
to fool other people about your statements, but I know other wise.  The fact is there are 
more lions then you know in the Hills.  That is the number 1 reason for population loss in 
deer, elk, I have two friends that guide in Rams Colorado for bear and lions.  They agree 
that as fast as they are killing this many lions that there is way too more than you know.  
Pretty soon you are going to have some big problem on your hands!  Then people will be 
suing you!  Wake up people! 
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ID: 1729 
 3 buddies and I call coyotes we have pretty good luck getting good at kill shots.  This year 

we put our priorities on bobcats got 7 out of 10.  I wish the mountain lion hunting was just 
as easy you have to put a little more studying on these big cats, time.  They could be there 
early in the morning within an hour they could be a mile or two away.  If you do not see a 
lion and just tracks that is all a part of hunting.  Good luck to all hunters on any cat hunt. 

 
ID: 1734 
 Mountain lion hunting by hunters with calls and decoys is only taking out young lions.  

Other methods like baiting, hounds and tags during big game seasons should be used to 
take out more mature lions.  Many species are reduced in our area of the Black Hills and a 
large number of lions need to be removed. 

 
ID: 1756 
 My main concern is the reports you may not hear about from people around the Custer area.  

The mountain lion that jumps on the deck with a working carpenter or the mountain lion 
that runs past the kids in the yard chasing a deer, the bucks that are of nice quality, a person 
finds while hunting only to find that the mountain lions have already made it there first.  
The small game that I’m used to seeing doesn’t appear to be doing that well 
also…mountain lions? 

 
ID: 1763 
 Hunters of South Dakota don’t trust the G, F, & P ever since they denied the fact of lions 

occupying the Hills, now elk hunters are dealing with low numbers and reducing tags 
which in turn happens at the same time lion numbers are soaring.  Common sense will say 
that elk herds are more important than spending countless dollars on managing lions.  It is 
way too obvious that the number of cats is way too high if hunters are killing that many 
without hounds, no other western state kills that many lions without hounds, in my opinion.  
We need to kill 45 lions without hounds and 45 with the aid of hounds, that way we will 
keep lions in check. 

 
ID: 1810 
 Too many lions are being killed!  If they reproduce like rabbits, I’m okay with large 

numbers for the hunting season. 
 
ID: 1826 
 I take an interest in mountain lions more than most people.  I have hunted them with my 

own hounds in five western states since 1959.  In August 2009 I found a yearling whitetail 
buck on my alfalfa field that was a mountain lion kill.  In October 2009 I got this trail 
camera picture of a big lion headed to my 72 acre corn field which I guess at least 300 deer 
fed.  In early November 2009 one of our deer hunters saw this lion check out a gut pile less 
than a block from where the picture was taken.  In just a few days three hunters from the 
Redfield area and me were waiting for does to come out on a field.  They had already shot 
their bucks as we watched this lion come around the building we were waiting in at 60 to 
70 yards.  I had a license and my rifle a few feet away I didn’t shoot as I guess I am passed 
this stage.  I got another license for 2010 and 2011.  I am not sure I will ever shoot another 
lion.  The mountain lion killed near Bonesteel was not this same lion.  I would guess my 
picture shows a female by its small head. 
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ID: 1837 
 It’s obvious by hunt6ing the hills for both deer and mountain lions this year that there are 

far more lions then what’s said.  This is definitely having an effect on the deer and elk 
population as well a other species that live is South Dakota.  I believe it would be best to 
license more lion kills then the number we currently harvest. 

 
ID: 1842 
 Good hunt, jump in prices opportunities at best, and why not have the best of both worlds.  

Why not add more hunting preserves to cougars (say limit up to 75) thus allow the deer 
herd to come back and sell more deer tags too.  Approach to controlling cougar population: 
cars run over 6 – 9 per year on roads “nuiscense” cats are removed 10 – 20 per year hunting 
takes 47 cats in 52 days and you’re still sticking to your under estimate of 200 cats in the 
Black Hills.  More likely 450 – 600, but for discussion sake say 450 more cats should be 
hunted.  Up the limit to 75 x 3 years.  Hunting in Custer State Park should up the licenses 
and limit to 10.  Allowing cougar numbers to soar while watching deer and big horn sheep 
lambs (Spring Creek Herd) disappear, seems to be the master play but why?  Who in the 
department dislikes deer and big horn sheep?  Mike and John are good ambassadors for you 
out here in Rapid City. 

 
ID: 1865 
 In 5 days of hunting I was involved in a hunt with a kill from another partner.  We cut a 

total of 6 different sets of tracks in 5 days 2 of which were cubs.  This only leads me to 
believe that there are a lot of mountain lions in the Hills not counted in your estimates. 

 
ID: 1880 
 Filled the tags again this year need more tags for next year! 
 
ID: 1899 
 Even though I only spent 2 days hunting lions I am hooked.  I will go more in the coming 

year.  I do a lot of calling for coyotes and the cat hunting is going to be a blast. 
 
ID: 1907 
 Northern Hills too much snow limited access. 
 
ID: 1928 
 There are too many mountain lions in the state.  It is a matter of time before somebody is 

hurt or killed.  The Fact that you won’t allow hunters to use dogs is irresponsible and has 
no reasonable defense.  It is without a doubt the most efficient way to hunt them and 
manage the harvest of kittens and females that people shoot every year.  I have a biology 
degree and have extensive experience managing land for game production and the way you 
handle the mountain lion season and claim to manage the population is unbelievable.  I’ve 
never seen an agency so completely mismanage anything in my life.  If using dogs to hunt 
them isn’t fair, them why does to me, I’d love to discuss the issue with you.  

 
ID: 1931 
 There are too many lions in the Black Hills.  Maybe you guys need to put them in the same 

category as coyotes, fox, skunks, and other varmints.  They are killing off all the elk, 
mountain goats and big horn sheep along with the deer. 
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ID: 1933 
 As a landowner in the Fire Protection Area, I feel that I should be able to hunt cats year 

around on my own place.  I have cats here year around and should have the right to kill one 
if I see it.  I buy the license so that if I see one and kill it, I can keep the hide.  I also believe 
that the Fire Protection Area was put in place to keep the Black Hills forest from burning 
not a line to make hunting units.  My place is East of Custer State Park and West of 
Fairburn on French Creek. 

 
ID: 1951 
 Over all a successful season, some changes needed for the Custer Park Hunt.  Would like to 

see the harvest map posted as it was during the 2010 season. 
 
ID: 1952 
 Trappers have rights also and should be allowed a chance to trap lions.  The trappers I have 

met are true outdoorsmen and very conscious of the environment.  They shouldn’t be 
discriminated on in harvesting mountain lions. 

 
ID: 1956 
 No dog hunting cats allowed! 
 
ID: 1977 
 Way too many people out hunting mountain lions made far a bad experience. 
 
ID: 1979 
 The mountain lion isn’t a problem now since they are killing the elk which needs to be 

done. 
 
ID: 1998 
 I’m a landowner/Operator in Eastern Meade County.  I get a license for the purpose of 

possibly getting a lion on our private land throughout the year.  My only concern is that I 
have 12 preference points for Black Hills Elk.  Will there be any elk left by the time I get a 
tag? 

 
ID: 1999 
 Kill them all! 
 
ID: 2000 
 The deep wood gates were locked so you can’t even get in to retrieve your blinds often deer 

season was over irritates me. 
 
ID: 2019 
 There was not a day that I went out with fresh snow that I couldn’t cut a fresh track.  

Sometimes 10 or more, still too many cats, keep hunting them. 
 
ID: 2031 
 I believe G, F, & P is going in the right direction with mountain lions in Black Hills.  I hope 

to see the numbers brought down some more and also looking forward to the continued 
opportunity to hunt lions in the future.  I would like to see a separate season allowing the 
use of dogs. 
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ID: 2041 
 Mountain lions are killing way too many game animals, turkeys, and deer in many areas are 

either gone or the numbers are way down.  I am from Custer County and I have seen game 
disappear in areas where cats are abundant.  Way to many cats, something has to be done!!! 

 
ID: 2054 
 Didn’t get a chance to hunt, but still suppose the cat season.  They are killing too many deer 

and elk. 
 
ID: 2067 
 I am a rancher in Meade County and I think the season should be open for a certain amount 

of time no matter the number of lions killed.  There is obviously plenty of them around 
because they were filled so quick.  I have lost some calves to them over the years and don’t 
want to lose anymore.  I think you do a good job running the season but it is just a thought 
that I think would make it better. 

 
ID: 2072 
 Since the season has been closed numbers of mountain lions have been shot.  If the season 

was to continue till March 31, 2011 you could have bet some license holders would shoot 
the problem cats.  I have noticed more game disappearing because of amounts of lions, the 
season should last until March 31st, and problem cats should be left to some hunters.  I shot 
a big male cat and lost its tracks because of no snow to track.  It would be nice if a person 
could have used dogs to track the wounded animal. 

 
ID: 2079 
 If you wound a cat on you can’t find it after tracking it, you should be able to use dogs to 

find it.  You need to raise the harvest to 70 cats when you see 6 to 8 cats in 15 miles there is 
way too many cats. 

 
ID: 2085 
 Open it up for hounds for the Sierra Club and tree huggers. 
 
ID: 2086 
 I’m glad the quota was increased but won’t still like to see some hard hunting allowing 

even if it was a lottery with only a handful of tags. 
ID: 2088 
 I think there are many more lions than anyone knows!  Maybe a larger quota would be 

better for the balance of game animals and less livestock loss!  Some lions are okay but too 
many is not good. 

 
ID: 2091 
 Lions, wolves, and rattlesnakes are not needed now days in our environment. 
 
ID: 2092 
 Had hoped to make at least one snowshoe trip into the squaw but concern at home kept me 

in except for snow shoveling.  I always look forward to getting out sometime during the 
season but not this year.  Keep up the good work! 
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ID: 2103 
 I think that due to the success rate and sightings I have heard and seen that there is no 

reason that there shouldn’t be more cats taken next year. 
 
ID: 2106 
 I feel the lion numbers are too high!  These numbers need to be controlled at a higher level 

before we lose all our elk.  I would call the drop in elk numbers is alarming!  When hunters 
can harvest 47 lions without the use of dogs, traps or bait simply says it all!  I hold a license 
simply for the landowner issue. 

 
ID: 2118 
 Maybe have a separate season with dogs in the Park; Custer State Park if they don’t do 

something soon in Custer State Park the elk will all be gone.  Make the seasons longer also 
with more kill limits. 

 
ID: 2126 
 Keep increasing tags.  I think there still are too many lions. 
 
ID: 2139 
 Allowing mountain lions to reestablish themselves in a natural way is fine.  To state them 

without telling anyone and creating a hazard for people all over the 5 state areas is 
reprehensible. 

 
ID: 2146 
 I am a landowner and because I’m in the Black Hills Fire Protection District I can’t legally 

harvest a lion on my land after the general season is closed.  I don’t care for the rule.  
Please include the Black Hills Fire Protection District in being able to harvest a lion as I am 
a landowner.  Also, do away with the “call – in“ rule.  Give us hunters a time frame, 
whether its 1, 2, or 3 months.  We don’t “call – in” for any other animal season.  Why do 
we have to do it with the lion season? 

 
ID: 2151 
 Would have loved to hunt this year but was to concerned about the weather. 
 
ID: 2153 
 You are doing a wonderful job of keeping lion numbers in check. 
 
ID: 2155 
 Would like to see more info on how to hunt mountain lions, also methods that work will 

and stats on how various tech works compared to each other.  Also what the successful 
hunters used and did to harvest there lions.  Did electronic calls work better than hand or 
mouth types “more hunting information?” 

 
ID: 2157 
 I think there should be more lions killed because they are too hard on the deer and elk 

population. 
 
ID: 2166 
 They are killing off the deer and elk at alarming rates which sucks because I’d like to get an 

elk (bull) with my bow and it’s almost impossible now to get a tag. 
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ID: 2176 
 There seems to be a lot of lions of the 3 days hunting I saw a lot of tracks in pairs plus 

mother and cub tracks were ever I went.  It was a good idea having the 35 lion harvest and 
feel we could have had more harvested.  I would really like to have elk, mountain goats and 
big horn sheep than mountain lions.  G, F, & P was to slow in the mountain lion problem 
and now our game animals are disappearing because of it.  There have been sightings of a 
few wolves in this area.  We do not need these predators running around either.  Wolves 
should not be given a chance to get started in this area.  If people think they have a problem 
with coyotes and mountain lions when wolves move in they kill everything and then more 
to another area to kill. 

 
ID: 2182 
 We need to have a Northern and Southern Hills separate season or units.  We have lions in 

the Southern Hills but they mostly get taken out in the Northern Hills. 
 
ID: 2184 
 The loss of the big horn sheep, mountain goats in South Dakota maybe total this is very 

serious.  The loss of elk in Custer State Park is also very serious to both hunters and tourist 
in the Black Hills. 

 
ID: 2186 
 I believe the lion population is high that it is going to severely impact the deer and elk 

population.  I am an avid elk hunter and I see the number of elk calves that survive 
decreasing every year.  Too many lions! 

 
ID: 2187 
 Found 3 drags of deer to under over hang real fresh, 4 older skeletons. 
 
ID: 2191 
 It would be nice to be able to use dogs and/or bait.  I see tracks before season in our calving 

pasture but none after.  Traveled and hunted on 3900 acres of our own and neighbors and 
didn’t find a track or sign.  I’m still hoping to find one being a landowner. 

 
ID: 2194 
 I am a good hunter I have always had success I need to help with this one.  I must be doing 

something wrong. 
 
ID: 2208 
 I am very concerned by the amount of elk calves; mountain lions are getting.  I have 

followed 4 different elk herds 2 in unit 1 and 2 in unit 2 since 1996 and for the past 3 years 
I can’t believe how few calves are surviving through August, these herds’ numbers between 
40 and 90 usually in late summer.  This summer the largest herd approximately 70 head 
only had 6 calves, and on my travels through this country I have observed 25 to 30 cows 
together with no calves in several different areas.  The only difference between the late 90’s 
until now is the number of cats in these areas.  A cat a day without the use of dogs is way 
too many cats for the well being of the other wildlife. 
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ID: 2211 
 The first and only lion I have seen was in September 1939 by the present day golf course in 

Boulder Canyon.  It seems like it took 70 years and the population to multiply as it is now.  
It will probably have to have a greater harvest in years to come. 

 
ID: 2216 
 More lions need killed for a healthy Environment for other game animals (elk and deer). 
 
ID: 2218 
 Thank you for the privilege to hunt big game. 
 
ID: 2224 
 I think we need the numbers of lines need to be bumped up to 60 lions total, 40 females.  

The season needs to be a little longer next year.  I hope the season being longer hunter how 
did not get a cat then they might get a cat.  So I hope the season gets longer and the number 
of female gets bumped up.  Thank you for your time reading this side of the page. 

 
ID: 2225 
 I enjoy the challenge and hope to try again next year. 
 
ID: 2227 
 Let’s not take too many of them and have to go back to no season again.  Have a shorter 

season maybe a week or two even though the quota is not taken. 
 
ID: 2230 
 People that live West and South of Hermosa tell of seeing lions almost every day may want 

to increase the kill number.  I think the Department is doing a good job. 
 
ID: 2234 
 Thankful for the experience hope to try again next year. 
 
ID: 2236 
 I think there should be a Southern Lions Unit!  South of Custer doesn’t have enough 

harvested.  I’ve hunted the Southern Hills for 50 years and the deer herd is in bad shape to 
none at all. 

 
ID: 2242 
 We have had a few lions here since I was a kid.  Now I think we have way too many.  My 

dad and I saw lion signs and a couple lions in the 50’s and 60’s when we were cutting pulp 
wood.  I know you can’t please everyone so keep on keeping on. 

 
ID: 2243 
 The deer herd is way down from like 4 years ago.  Some has to be due to lions, I wonder 

how much.  How about elk?  I also heard a rumor about wolves in the Hills.  I hope it’s not 
true I’ve seen what it’s done in Western Montana.  Save the lions and wolves, kill the deer 
and elk. 

 
ID: 2244 
 Being fortunate enough to hunt elk, big horn sheep and mountain lion in the same year was 

a dream come true.  Through fourteen days at elk hunting my partner and I only saw two 
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cow calf elk.  Though 46 days sheep hunting I only saw 7 to 9 lambs out of 60 to 80 sheep.  
For 2012 I’d like to see the park open to mountain lions to help get some elk back in the 
park.  Last year and this year hunters shot almost a cat a day.  But it would be unfortunate if 
we over hunted these cats also.  Hopefully a good balance will show soon.  Keep up the 
great work.  I’d like to see the limits stay the same for 2012. 

 
ID: 2247 
 The requirement of hunter orange while hunting is ridiculous.  Give us some credit! 
 
ID: 2251 
 Once again I am confident there are too many lions for the Black Hills.  Hunters harvested 

season quota within and long before season end even though quotas were increased.  All of 
this without the use of dogs.  Expert hunters from adjacent states say that alone is a sign of 
an out of control population.  This year in 5 days of hunting prairie deer my son and I saw 3 
separate lions in 3 different areas.  All of these sightings were mid-morning on mid 
afternoon.  During hills season, we saw one in the middle of the afternoon, never have we 
seen so many lions in one year.  Deer, elk, bobcat, mountain goat and other wildlife are 
suffering which in turn has to hunt the GF&P income, as well as local businesses fewer 
likeness mean fewer people in the field spending money!  I am not promoting eliminating 
the mountain lions.  I am just pleading to get more aggressive with the controls; man is the 
lions only predator, short of disease! 

 
ID: 2253 
 Every year more and more sportsmen will not receive tags to harvest a deer or elk because 

there is not enough of a population.  Cats on the other hand continue to kill wild game year 
round.  When there are no more elk, deer, big horn sheep, or turkeys left then you will not 
have money generated from sportsman and the cats will turn to people and domestic 
animals to survive then what?  Wake up! 

 
ID: 2261 
 Mountain lion population should be lowered to 120. 
 
ID: 2264 
 The cats are like the wolves out west reducing the elk herds and moose in Minnesota.  We 

need a better balance so we don’t loose all the calves and fawns.  In the Park with the kitty 
and cow tag pressure I think the elk moved out of the Park with the South fence down to 
where there was little pressure on them.  Is there a way to change the way you distribute the 
licenses in the Park so the hunters get them?  Keep up the good work!  I know it’s hard to 
please everyone! 

 
ID: 2265 
 Based on talk, facts and observation while in Custer State Park, we need at this time to up 

the available tags in Custer State Park to better achieve the quota of harvested lions. 
 
ID: 2266 
 I believe we got to keep the season keep a good handle on the population.  Maybe have 

more tags. 
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ID: 2271 
 There are several indications that we have far too many mountain lions in the state of South 

Dakota.  Predation on the critical population is excessive, lions with in our town and city 
limits killing three lions on the last day of the hunt of all the lions killed in the past several 
seasons and no radio collared individuals have been taken.  These are all indications of way 
to large of a population.  If this trend continues we will before long encounter human lion 
altercations.  It is my feeling that we need to harvest a greater number of mountain lions 
annually. 

 
ID: 2281 
 Mountain lion season should be this set fee and open all year long.  They are destroying the 

deer, elk, mountain goat, and big horn sheep populations.  I feel that G, F, & P is so worried 
about being politically correct instead of following sound game management practices.  
This is a smaller version of the wolf reintroduction and I do not think G, F, & P will change 
their stance until somebody gets attacked or killed, there we will pay a huge lawsuit.  Lions 
are predators like coyotes; you will not get rid of them.  So stop worrying about the cat 
huggers.  I really enjoyed the chance to hunt lions, but it should be year long like coyotes. 

 
ID: 2282 
 There were too many roads closed.  I don’t get around as well as I used to.  Every day we 

were able to hunt the wind was very strong making it hard for us to call properly. 
 
ID: 2283 
 Thank you for all you do!  Right now, your policies are okay.  It is obvious to me that no 

matter how many quota increases are done.  They will be filled quickly.  I live in the Hills 
surrounded by national forest and there are lots of lion signs around.  Keep up the good 
work and don’t let loud voice minority voices deter you. 

 
ID: 2284 
 I think the season is being managed just fine, Keep out the work I enjoyed the visits with 

the warden out of Custer.  He is one of the best ones I’ve met in my years of hunting. 
 
ID: 2286 
 Mountain lion hunting is a great sport in our state and the hunt in the Black Hills area could 

be a lot better if the Forest Service would not close off so darn many trails.  This should be 
a great concern for the G, F, & P and needs to be changed before the next hunt.  This is my 
only complaint; the rest of it is a whole is really great. 

 
ID: 2295 
 I would like to see the lion season open during elk season and continue through February 

21st.  Reason being I think that G, F, & P would sell more tags and they could be affordable 
to the hunters that have a slight interest in killing a lion, while in the woods during deer or 
elk season.  Some people can only spend so much time hunting such as myself.  Overall, I 
think that the lion population is about right.  Coming from a Spearfish resident who has 
seen two in a lifetime in the Black Hills and who has spent a lot of time in the area. 

 
ID: 2298 
 Not enough tags issued for certain areas of the forest have lots of dead deer and bones, 

killed by lions or couples. 
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ID: 2303 
 At the rate we are going we won’t have a deer season in the Hills in the Next 2 – 3 years!  

Elk will follow a couple seems late! 
 
ID: 2310 
 By the tracks and the deer kill that we seen it the 6 dogs, I think that there are more cats 

than people think. 
 
ID: 2313 
 I have worked on the Callan Ranch for 20 plus years we’ve never lost a cow or calf to a 

lion.  We have lion’s that pass though the property, I have game cameras out and have 
pictures.  We haven’t had an elk on the place for a year and very few deer any more.  The 
elk that are left in this unit are South of us and are staying out of the timber, I think 
something needs to be done about the Black Hills Fire Protection District as far as 
landowner or their employees being able to shoot an adult lion without young with them.  I 
have never saw a lion in person, really would like to see one.  Deer, elk, and turkeys are 
being hunted by the lions.  The only predator for the lion is the man.  Don’t wipe out the 
lion population but take better control of the population or your not going to have the other 
game animals to hunt or just enjoy seeing and taking pictures of them. 

 
ID: 2320 
 Small female lion with cub near our home all winter.  Have been targeting our turkey, 

catching them each day as they travel along a high seep fence.  They seem to be making a 
living out of it, but spend too much time ear rural residential areas here along the 
Lawrence County, Wyoming boarder. 
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ID Optional comments by mountain lion hunters (via the Internet – 2011). 

1 

I want a healthy population of lions in SD but we have too many and they do not fear 
people enough. When I told a mountain lion guide and outfitter from Montana that we 
killed 45 lions last year in 40 days he said you must have a lot of guides with good 
dogs. I said we do not allow hunting lions with dogs. He said you have a lion problem. I 
AGREE!   Again I want a good healthy lion population but more lions should be 
harvested and ranchers, those actually in the business should be able to harvest them 
year round. 

2 we do not need dogs to hunt lions in SD. 

5 

I think mountain lions are an integral part of a healthy black hills.  However the need 
manage these animals is extremely vital to the elk and deer populations.  I do not want 
to sacrifice one type of hunting for another.  I strongly believe we need to harvest more 
lions than currently allowed. 

6 
There were lion sightings in this area last fall. I decided on buying a tag on the chance 
of hearing about a lion in the area. 

21 It would be nice if we could use dogs for tracking. 

29 

We are very worried about the mountain lions  are   drastically reducing the deer and 
pheasant populations ..   We are extremely   worried about  the  lions  taking calves and 
horses and doing  great damage  to  the ag community .. 

30 

I didn't actually "hunt" lions and really had no intention of doing so.  I do however 
snowshoe A LOT and hike a lot in the summer with 2 dogs.  I buy the license every yr 
so that if my dogs have a problem with lion and can kill it if need be.      Those want to 
kill a lion should be able to.  I really don't want to or need to except to protect my dogs.  
We have found various kills, some quite fresh.  One with blood still dripping out of the 
bite marks and only a small handful of meat gone.  I'm sure we moved that lion off his 
kill.  It was quite interesting to review the still warm and loose carcass, see the bite 
marks on the neck and velvet on the horns, the claw marks on the chest wear he had 
held on to the deer while killing it.  My dogs were in front of me when they both sat and 
looked to the N.  Until I got to them they didn't approach this carcass so probably they 
saw the lion.      I've seen three lions in the BH and like that they are there.  One kill we 
found when the dogs found a pool of blood about 18" across and an inch deep.  They 
then followed the drag mark to the carcass which was nearly consumed.  We came back 
by each of these 2 kills a wk or so later and in those wks the carcass was completely 
finished.      Lions have almost certainly not had as much adverse impact on the deer as 
the bad winters.  This promises to be another tough one in the Northern Hills where I 
snowshoe.  I love to hunt deer and to eat them but don't manage the lions just for more 
deer.  Thanks for a good job.    I also had a GREAT hunt for elk all of October, really 
enjoyed it but didn't get one.  Walked by GPS measurement over 140 miles.  Really a 
nice time.      Forrest Brady 

36 

I liked hunting lions , but I thought  we would at lest see one . I should have followed 
one set of tracks but didnt know how to meet back up with the other guys . could have 
been a long walk . but the best chance. I will try next year also .  it was fun time . they 
are almost to cute to shoot . 

43 

I believe the lions have had a very negative effect on other species of game animal, 
which I would much rather hunt.    Seems Custer State Park is spending alot of money 
on studies as to why their Elk population is dwindling....Daa. Save the survey money 
and shoot the Lions. 

47 I believe that the mountain lion season is a good opportunity for people to be able to 
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hunt mountain lions I also believe that a few tags at a limited drawing at even a larger 
price should be allowed to use dogs and reduce or eliminate the chance that sombody 
shoots 30 pound kittens even if the tags are once in a life time. I have asked this 
question and have ben told that gfp is worried about people crossing private ground I 
have to say I have gone along with the crew that uses dogs to collar the lions in the 
black hills and doesnt seem to be a problem for them the great opportunitys in the hills 
to be far away from private ground has enough opportunity for people to find a place to 
use dogs also the state park was another great opportunity for such a hunt no private 
ground all public and fenced a controlled enviroment would allow for the large males to 
be harvested to allow for the females and kittens and even the young males to go with 
out just people seeing a lion and shooting thats how you end up with 30 pound kittens 
being killed to me is a bad judgment call 30 pounds that is a good sized coyote not a 
trophy lion.Thanks for your time 

52 

I hunted up by the switch backs on the Maintlin road on private property.  There were 
lots of tracks (three different sets and one included three kittens) in Nov while deer 
hunting.  There was alot of deep snow 2-5 Jan 2011 where I hunted so the deer were 
down low and I assumed the cats followed.  I sat in a tree stand on two day old tracks 
for 3 days calling using turkey and a fawn decoy.  It was fun and I am going to try it 
again next year. 

56 KILL MORE CATS!!!!!!! 

60 
I thought the increased number of lions was justified.  The tags in the park seem a little 
restrictive. 

62 I dont understand why the price for a mountain lion tag has to go up every year 

75 

First, all the 'scientific' studies done that claim lions are necessary for a healthy 
environment exclude the consideration of man harvesting the necessary animals to 
maintain eco balance.  If there are enough hunters harvesting the proper numbers of 
prey based species then, lions are totally unnecessary for a healthy eco system.  It's a 
manipulation tactic from anti hunting groups and scientists who buy into a falsehood. 
Why is GFP perpetuating this deceit?  Second, while it's true the chances of being 
attacked by a lion are extremely rare; 'precautions' are not what will avoid an attack. 
Would you explain what precautions should have been taken that would have prevented 
the numerous attacks that have been documented throughout the United States and 
Canada? I know these victims would tell you they took all 'reasonable' precautions. Just 
another falsehood contrived by anti hunters and perpetuated by GFP.   Over 10 years 
ago there were those of us telling GFP that lion numbers should be managed more 
aggressively and we were told we needed to gather 'science'. We disagreed, saying; we 
already had the 'science' from other States. We were right. We were told by the Lion 
Foundation that the lions would go 'extinct' in the Black Hills if we implemented a 
hunting season. You listened to those people and, even let them help write the first 
management plan. They were wrong. You sided with them. Our predictions are now 
starting to be admitted to and realized. The public is now realizing and, will realize even 
farther the blatant negligence of GFP in its managing of our wildlife in the Black Hills. 
Look back to the old days when hunters could buy a deer license over the counter. 
Hunters killed three to four times the deer they are killing today. Yet, there were many 
deer in the Black Hills then. But, the lion impact wasn't present then. It's not hunters 
that have caused the decimation of deer, it's the lions. We have proven that from our 
past history. Some of us tried to help save the Black Hills wildlife from the lions but, 
you ignored us. Please start listening to hunters not anti hunters. 

76 i think the use of hounds would help raise the quality of lions that are harvested 
77 2 things, either keep roads open for access to forest service/public land or once area is 
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frozen allow sleds or ATV's with tracks back on the roads.  No wheeled vehicles. I am 
speaking of only the roads, not trails. 

82 

I would like to see the quotas raised in and outside of the park. The number of licenses 
could easily be raised to 50-100 in the park because you're going to get people who 
won't even hunt. You could probably rise the license quota inside the park to 10-15. It is 
obvious that there is a healthy population of lions in the hills. Most hunters saw sign 
every day they went out. 

83 
Pleople DO NOT follow the trail maps published by USFS.  There was regular vehicle 
traffic in areas the are closed (starting Dec 15) to vehicle traffic. 

84 
There are mountain lions in Charles Mix County but it is hard to find them because 
there are very few of them. 

88 

I am pleased with the state of South Dakota for letting us hunt these magnificent 
creatures but, I myself would like to see the quota raised and the allowance to use dogs 
for the tracking of mt. lions. 

101 One off my concerns was access to areas where the roads were closed. 

102 
I saw a large single lion on my property during the first week of the season so I 
purcheased a license in case I saw it again.  I did not. 

111 

I feel that we need to harvest more lions our deer and elk populations are decreasing 
rapidly.  We use to see hundreds of deer and elk on the elk foundation during the winter 
it use to be a   wintering ground for them, now your lucky if you see ten deer and maybe 
nine elk if your lucky.  It's sad to see our big game decreasing so rapidly. I know it's not 
just the mountain lions it also being  over hunted and the drought.  I was really 
disappointed in poeple that we're hunting unfair during lion season. We would find 
tracks of lions this year and there would be dog tracks following them. 

119 Lions are having a huge impact on our already dwindling big game species 

123 

I feel it is very unfair that I cannot legally hunt mountain lions on my private land in the 
Black Hills, when land owners outside the hills who do not have many lions can hunt 
year around. I have 160 acres in the hills and more lions than you can imagine, but I am 
not allowed to hunt them legally. Why can 't us land owners with a certain amount of 
land be allowed to harvest year around as other land owners outside the hills. I think its 
unfair and should be changed. 

131 

I don't feel there are to many lions in the Black Hills.  However, I feel, as do many of 
my hunting friends, that there are more lions in the Hills than some experts think.  It is 
fairly common when hiking in the hills to find evidence of lion kills.  Even though we 
have a fairly healthy whitetail population in my locality, albeit very sciddish, the mule 
deer, which I understand is a preferable prey for a lion, has become increasingly scarce.  
I love deer hunting, and I support the continued season on Mountain Lion in the Black 
Hills, to maintain a balance. 

132 
I think there should also be a limited number of lions taken by the use of using dogs 
also in the large unit. Like maybe 10-15 Lions. 

133 

I have noticed a general decline in deer and elk populations in past 5 or6 years. The 
biggest reason for this I think is getting to be too many mountain lions. Soon it will be 
hard to justify putting in for these licenses be cause there will be fewer animals to hunt. 
When that happens mountain lions may become more of a threat to livestock and human 
encounters. 

134 

There is no other state, in the United States, where 45 lions can taken, without the use of 
dogs, in just over 50 days.  The Custer Park Elk herd is in big trouble!  The numbers are 
way below what they should be.  In truth, the lions are a major part of the problem.   In 
2004 there were about 1400 Elk in CSP.    What is the number of Elk today?  Probably  
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less than 100.  I spend a lot of time in the Black Hills, and the deer population is  lower 
too.  Again, is this the result of too many lions? 

137 
I beleive that hunters should be able to use dogs to take more specific lions in over 
populated areas 

144 
Please continue to fight the good fight in spite of public criticism and ridicule by self-
appointed "experts." 

146 

Use of dogs, thinkin there's a lot of people who use them anyway, and for those who 
follow the rules are at an extreme disadvantage!  Allowing dogs is not gonna hurt the 
season. 

151 
where is aqll the money from the mt. lion tags going???   you should only haave to pay 
for it if you shoot one. 

152 

I strongly believe there are many more lions in the Black Hills than you, (you meaning 
the Game Fish & Parks Department) are fessing up to. I base this on the increasing 
amount of sign (tracks and kills) that I and other hunters have observed over the past 
several years and what appears to be a declining number of deer and elk in the areas I 
am familiar with. I believe a higher harvest number is necessary to get the lion 
population down to a more reasonable level.   I can't understand why you tranquilize 
lions just prior to and during the season beings your biologists warn  that the meat 
should not be eaten for 30 days after one has been tranquilized. I missed out on trying 
lion meat from one harvested this year because it had been tranquilized just a short time 
before it was harvested and the hunter was advised NOT to eat it by your biologist. This 
meat went to the landfill. Isn't this unnecessary wanton waste created by you? And 
wanton waste IS against the law. I know the odds of one that you have tranquilized 
being harvested within 30 days is remote but it did happen at least this once and I am 
sure it can and likely will again if this practice continues.   All in all I enjoyed the 
season although I couldn't get out as much as I would have liked. 

155 

I worry about the mountain lions killing to many young elk and deer in the black hills.  I 
would be interested in knowing your comments on these issues.    I own a beef cow 
herd in eastern south dakota, therefore I purchase a license every year, mainly being 
supportive of the season and possibly shooting one if they were ever present around the 
cattle. 

175 

I do not understand why Custer park needed it's own Unit and quota, Unless it just to 
generate more income from the sale the Park tags.    I DO hope that the GF&P takes a 
stand and stays with against hunting Lions with dog's. If there was a problem with 
filling the quota with out dogs they might have an argument, but we are just past the 
halfway mark of the season and the quota is filled. I don't see the need to disrupt hunters 
actually hunting lions so a few people can chase dog around the hills.  BOB ALLEN 

179 

I do appreciate the map of where lions have been killed during the season.  I wish it 
were present this year.  I also have a hard time believing there are only 250 lions in the 
Black Hills.  For the amount of tracks found in small areas.  Not to mention the number 
of elk calves that are "missing".  I really do hope there are some elk left to hunt when I 
actually draw a tag. (I hope).  Thanks for listening. 

190 

I think that the GF&P are managing this hunting opportunity the correct way, by not 
allowing the use of dogs in pursuit of lions in the state.  Coming from the Eastern part 
of So Dak this style of hunting is a unique experince that I have highly recommeded to 
friends, and due to the length of the season it affords someone from ouside the Black 
Hills a chance to schedule a hunt. I do believe that hunting with dogs would fill the 
harvset to soon.  Even though I did not harvest an animal I feel that my experiecne was 
as good as it gets,  seeing 2 adult lions in 4 days of hunting was beyond my 
expectations.  The first lion I encountered was by traking and the second came into my 
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very first call set up. 
199 Increase the lion quota by at least 15. 

201 
You need to get the numbers down to a manageable level they are decimating our deer 
and elk herds in the Black Hills 

202 

There are way too many mountain lions in the hills.  The GFP's official estimate of 
numbers of mountain lions in the hills is way to low, and I would like to know why the 
GFP underestimates the numbers in the hills.  It is a joke to say that there are only 125 
to 150 lions in the hills, when hunters can go out and simple see or track and kill 45 
lions in less than two months.  The amount of game the mountain lions kill is 
depressing.  I used to see over a hundred deer every evening year round in one of the 
fields by Steamboat Rock Picnic ground.  In the past couple of years you are luck to see 
any.  That is not an exageration.  No deer what so ever.  It is time for the GFP to grow a 
backbone, recognize the problem and get rid of a lot more of these cats for the sake of 
the elk, deer, mt goats, and big horn sheep not to mention all the horses, livestock and 
dogs and cats. 

209 
I think the quota on cats could be raised a fair amount without threatning the 
sustainability of lions in SD. 

210 Would like to see in the law changed in the future to be able to hunt with dogs 

222 

Whit as many lions as we see and  live in the blackhills alone we are not even close to 
keeping up with the amount of Kittens than are born each year. If this were a deer 
season it seems they would but out  more than enough tags. When the season goes the 
full lenght and we fill about 60% then you are starting to stop the increase in 
population.     Lets put more money and effort in bringing back the mountains goats and 
bighorn sheep. Some of the first mountain goat seasons they had about 20 tags, now we 
have none!!! 

223 

I only buy a tag to be able to shoot one on or ranch if i see one but i feel that we should 
be allowed to run hounds on the lions. even if we have a special season that is a draw 
tag. saying that running the dogs is not sporting is insane to me it is more sporting than 
using a pointing dog to hunt pheasant. at  least the lion has a chance to get away. and 
small lions or females wouldn't have to be killed. shooting a 6 month old lion could be 
avoided 

231 raise the limit. 

232 

Too much snow in the northern hills in Jan for a fun and effective hunt.  I dislike the 
new season structured in Jan Feb because of this.  Far easier in the southern hills.  You 
need to get rid of a lot more lions.  I hope someones children don't get killed because of 
all of these lions. 

233 

I believe if I would of had more time to spend on hunting, I would of been able to get a 
lion this year.      The population is too high and it is having a affect on the Elk and Big 
Horn Sheep. 

235 This was my first hunting season for mountain lions 
241 Let us use dogs 

246 

please do not introducew dogs into the sport in south dakota. just like a any other 
sport.....it will turn into a rich man's sport. Gfp is doing a great job just the way it is. 
The only thing is, I had several buddies decided to not go this year due the rising tag 
cost. We, as hunters already spend gas money, motel, food, etc. and with times getting 
tougher, I don't think we need to keep increasing prices on the resident. Look across any 
state line and it costs me an arm & a leg to hunt deer, elk, etc. Their residents get away 
cheap. why is it that us South Dakotan's have to pay the price? camping went up, tags 
going up, and no extra money to spend. Please take this comment in a positve way. just 
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trying to take my kids and show them hunting and fishing without being in the red all 
the time. 

247 

I understand gfp have 40 collered lions. HOW MANY DID THEY KILL?  2, 3,  whats 
that tell u there are more out there than gfp lets on .       For me 2 drive all the way 
accros the state and to have success is slim and none!    So there for I will go to another 
state where i can us my dogs to increase my chances. Not everybody in this state lives 
in the black hills and can go out when ever it snows!    Wyoming bordering units close 
within days after it snows. Whats that tell u again? 

251 I would strongly recommend prohibiting the use of dogs to hunt lions. 
254 I THINK YOU GUYS AR DOING A GOOD JOB . KEEP IT UP 
255 I think dogs would be a good fit with the Custer State Park lion season 

256 

its too bad that people who do not intend on hunting mountain lion in the custer park 
area get the tags. A regulated season is healty for an environment and other animals in 
the area. 

263 

Would like to see the use of dogs, but only in Custer State Park. Quota should be 
increased for next year, we have ALOT of Lions in the Hills...     I would like to see the 
text messaging system work better, this year it was flaky, randomly we would get texts. 

270 

I feel very strongly that there are way to many cats around and that has caused them 
into a place of being comfortable with people and because of that they have no fear of 
people.  This makes them extremely dangerous to children and some what dangerous to 
adults also.   ther have been large cats seen with in 200 yards of my residence and 
because of that I can't in good consicence let my grandchildren play outside my home 
unattended.  I feel like there is a small group of people  that cry about animal rights an 
their voice is coddled to by your organization to the detriment of common sense.  will 
you finally wake up before a child is killed or after?    game wardens were called to the 
bender place in fairburn for a large male cat in a tree in their front yard.  They made no 
attempt to shoot or relocate the cat they merely chased it out of the tree into french 
creek less than a guarter mile from where my grand children live and play.  you tell me 
if my six and three year old grand children are safe.    I think not !!!!!!!!!!!    which one 
of you will be the one to step up and take the blame when a child is malled and killed 
and even eaten alive.  I hope that soon  there will be so common sense used where it 
involves large and dangerous animals.  There are way to many big cats .  I urge you to 
stand up for peoples rights not animal worship. 

272 

The elk herd in Custer State park has fell on hard times.  Why were there only 5 cow elk 
tags in the park last fall?  If it is Mt. Lions, they should be thinned out.      I think dogs 
need to be used both in the park, and out of the park.      What happened to the Mt. goat 
season???  I have 20 years of preference built up and there is no season anymore.  Once 
again, if it is because of lions they need to be thinned out.      Only 3 of the 47 Mt. Lions 
killed in 2011 had tracking collars.  If 40 or more lions have tracking collars in the 
Black Hills is doesn't take a math expert to figure out that we have a huge lion 
population.    Good luck, you have a tough job with regard to lions.  Hang in there! 

277 

Too many people breaking rules and going around gates driving closed forest service 
roads looking for tracks with snowmobiles and 4 wheelers. Particularly FS 131 or bear 
gulch road W/ of spearfish. The snowmobile tracks came right from the private ranch 
on the left of the road and went right around the gate. Also the first Rt. turn gate in 
Erskine gulch. 4 wheelers were going right around the gate. I am 59 years old and walk 
miles with a 30 lb pack on my back only to see people going by me on motorized 
vehicles behind closed gates. I could do the same but it is important to me to follow the 
rules. The penalties need to be increased till this is under control.  The Big Elk Burn 
near piedmont also had snowmobile and 4 wheeler tracks both through it. Beaver Park 
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area was run daily by a snowmobile kept parked at the top of the homer smith road. 
Either open these areas up or enforce the closures. This is seriously important to me. 
Thanks 

280 

Very happy with the health of the population of lions. Lions are killing lots of elk. 
Three occasions witnessed lions trailing elk. Twice found fresh lion/elk kills. I have 
seen no elk calves since July.    I personally was hunting for a record size lion. I could 
have shot 12 adult lions. I live on HWY 385 and have seen 3 lions in the yard since Jan. 
1st. I spend a lot of time in the woods, armed with a pistol. and have never had any 
scary situations. My wife runs the trails and she has never had a threat either.    I think 
that the quota could be raised without a threat to the population.    Randy Reeves  341-
0070 

281 I would like to see more forest service roads open for the lion season in all counties. 

283 

I still feel there are too many lions in the area -- more than are being reported.  
Sightings and tracks are far too commonplace and I feel they are decimating big game 
in the Hills.  When I moved up to the Hills from Rapid just 10 years ago, I would see 
70-80 deer in the adjacent meadow in the spring and fall.  This has declined each year 
until now it's rare to see more than 20 at one time.    I was glad to see the ratio of lion 
kills this year which allowed the season to last longer. 

299 

may want to reevaluate the CSP season if people applying for and receiving these tags 
are not going to and do not have intentions of harvesting a mountain lion. Makes no 
sense for them to hinder the departements management objectives. May want to 
reconsider the use of hunting with dogs if those groups of people are going to try and 
stand in the way of keeping a healthy balance of lions within the Park. 

300 

There are still way too many mountain lions in this area. I live west of Spearfish about 3 
miles. I have seen and photographed mountain lions on numerous occassions. The deer 
population in my area has been reduced to totally unacceptable numbers. Even the 
turkey are disappearing. On a typical morning 4 years ago I would see at least 30 deer 
and 50 to 100 turkeys coming to town. Now there are hardly any deer and 7 turkeys. 
what a shame that the mountain lions have decimated the wildlife in this area to this 
extent.   It is only a matter of time before a mountain lion takes down a human 
somewhere in the Black Hills. It will be only then that a much stronger look at the 
vastly underestimated population of mountain lions is taken more seriously.  I hope to 
see a season in the near future where there are 100 lions taken.  I would much rather 
hunt deer, elk, and turkeys than let the mountain lions feast upon them in record 
numbers. 

306 
I would like to see the number of Mountain lions that can be harvested increased. I 
would like to see Mountain lion hunting with dogs made legal. 

310 

I think that mt. lions are very much a trophy animal in South Dakota.  All other very 
limited opportunity species have waiting periods and this season should be no different. 
Because with the number of people that are repeats on harvesting mt. lions that there 
needs to be a minimum 5 year waiting period before you can have an opportunity to 
hunt lions again. This will give other hunters an opportunity to harvest a mt. lion. 

311 

This year was not a very good example for my hunting preference as there was a very 
strong snow event during the time that I could hunt. Pre hunt game camera had large 
male activity just prior to the season then while I was in the area heavy snow curtailed 
my access.  I still had a great time attempting to harvest a lion. 

317 

I would like to express frustrations with the discrepancy between known and unknown 
variables.  What is the actual population of cats in the hills.  If the hunting population 
was able to take 45 cats in a 6-7 week period without dogs, What does that say about 
population density.  I would like to see more intrest taken in keeping our elk and deer 
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herds at favorable levels and worry less about lions.  I have been hunting in the black 
hills for over 20 years now and I have never seen so few elk as the last couple years.  I 
hunted deer in the northern hills last year and saw one buck in three days of hunting.  
Where did they go? 

319 

We have a resort in the Hills - There has been a huge increase in the amount of sign and 
Mountain Lion activity this year - I even had one come in during Deer season on my 
stand - one of our employees had the same experience.  I think we should have a healthy 
poplulation of Lions, but am concerned that the numbers are too high.  I hope the 
number of lions taken will actually start to responsibly decrease the population and isn't 
such that it is maintaining existing populations.  We have also noticed a decrease in the 
number of Deer in our area and I assume that is due to number of Lions. 

320 

I spend well over the average time in the woods compared to most people and have 
noticed the lack of elk calves in herds encountered.  Also, there are no porcupines 
anymore.  The deer seem to be doing fine.  I would rather have animals in the Black 
Hills traditionally used to eat than a cat.  I have heard they are edible, but to me it would 
be like eating a coyote.  I don't know if I could get my head around the ralph factor.    
Thank You 

328 

considering the limit of lions that can be shot each year, I feel that once a person has 
harvested a lion it should be a once in a lifetime tag and that they no longer be eligible. 
Just like elk tags for Custer Park. 

330 

45 for a quota is not enough I know gfp has to be politically correct to raise the limits 
but it should have been 100 this season with 70 females so quit listening to the animal 
rights activist and start listening to your hunters and get the limit up way too many cats 
in the hills  even after taking 47 of them all it did was open up a little territiry for more 
lions to move in it did not reduce the population at all 

341 

first off i love to hunt and have been hunting the black hills since i was a kid. this is the 
first time that i have sent in for a licenes and was told i was accepted but I never 
recieved my licence. I hope that this is not a problem in the future as money is very 
tight and i am out of this monery and never got to hunt.    thanks for your time    Charles 

342 

The mountain lion season starts Jan.1 and we kill about a lion per day, with the bad 
weather conditions in the northern hills, that is a lot of lions.  Increase the numbers 
again next season. 

344 

Question1.E "By following simple precautions people can safely live in areas occupied 
by mt. lions."  I answered strongly disagree, because mt. lions are wild and they are 
predators so there is always the chance one may attack without warning. I have 
observed them numerous times without them knowing I was watching them and I have 
been stalked by them in the summer while hiking and have had to scare them off. They 
need to be watched and managed closely so the numbers don't get out of hand any more 
than they already are. I feel there are still to many in the blackhills. 

358 
I would like the oportunity to hunt lions with dogs in SD. I believe it would be sporting 
and would allow hunters to be more selective on the lions they harvest. 

362 

It seems very unsupported the commission has continued to reject the use of hounds 
during the lion season. The tax payers are counting on you to manage the states wildlife, 
not submit to every abnoxious animal rights group that speaks up. All other states 
conducting lion hunts allow dogs. It appears the game and fish has increased the 
number of game wardens during lion season. Are we spending tax dollars to enforce 
this law? If we are using hunting to control a species, why are the houndsmen excluded. 
The game and fish uses hounds to tree lions for research. The complete failure in Custer 
State Park can be attributed to the decision not to allow hounds.  I am not a houndsmen. 
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372 

I hope to see continued increases in the mountain lion quota, as lion hunting is a great 
resource for South Dakota.    However, I would urge the GF&P to continue to restrict 
mountain lion hunting with dogs.  If  hunting with dogs were allowed, lion hunting 
would quickly devolve into hunting only for the people who could afford to pay high 
fees to the few outfitters that owned dog packs, creating yet another situation in SD that 
only the well-to-do have the means to hunt.      Along those lines, consider restricting 
the hunting of BOBCATS with dogs DURING THE MOUNTAIN LION SEASON.  I 
have lived in SD most of my life, including living in the Black Hills.  Never did I see 
much interest in hunting bobcats with dogs until mountain lion season came along.  I 
suspect that most of the new interest is people actually hunting mountain lions while 
using the bobcat hunting as a "cover" story, knowing full well that GF&P officers 
would not be able to enforce the law unless violators were caught red-handed.      Thank 
you. 

377 
The use of dogs, even if used just as a persuit tag - have been very successful in many 
states, I would like to see the use of dogs legalized in SD. 

380 

Great opportunity to pursue a magnificent creation. Please keep in mind though that 
there must be a balance between the predator and prey relationship. I feel that we will 
not sustain this quota of harvest for much longer. Then the mountain lion population 
will be in dire straits. If this is not the case then there is a higher population out there 
than is estimated. Thank you for offering the opportunity! 

382 too many roads were not plowed to be able to hunt everywhere..... 

387 

The use of dogs to tree lions would be very beneficial.  It would prevent the killing of 
the young and the females, allowing for an increased harvest of only those lions that 
really should be killed anyway.  Those who drew tags could be accompanied by state 
trapper "types" with dogs so as to avoid the monopolization of guide services to only 
those who could afford to hire them. 

389 

We do not need mtn. lions in the hills. There is already a limited draw for the deer and 
elk hunters, this proves we don't need lions to control the big game population. If deer, 
elk, goat, etc. numbers get too high, just sell more tags, simple as that. I am not saying 
we don't need mtn. lions, I'm just saying we don't need them here in the Black Hills. 
The Hills are too populated and commercialized for us to try to maintain any kind of 
major predator population, lion, wolf, grizzly bear, all of witch were once native to S. 
Dakota.  Lets concentrate our time and money on preserving habitat for these types of 
animals somewhere else where they actually have the number of acres for them. The 
Rocky Mtns? Hasn't anyone noticed that there is already a house, lodge, commercial 
business, whatever, hidden around every other corner of the Black Hills? The wild west 
days are over people, maintaining a lion population here should be the  least of our 
concerns. 

390 

I saw several 6 month old lions were killed this year.  I understand they are legal as long 
as they don't have spots but it would be nice to find a method of preventing this.  It only 
adds fuel to the anti- lion hunty agenda.  I think it would be nice to allow dogs for 
hunting.  This would allow the hunter to more closely observe the animal prior to 
harvesting it.  I know this survey is in regards to the BH season and not the CSP season 
but it looks like we really need to allow the use of dogs in the park next year.  I know 
from personal observation there are too many lions in the park and to date none have 
been harvested.  I like having lions around but they are seriously hurting the elk hunt in 
the park.  I also have concerns about the park and hills sheep populations and the hills 
goat populations.  Please consider the use of dogs for suture hunts. 

395 
I see way to many lion kills when I am in the hills hiking or hunting.  There are to many 
cats in the hills.  We need to control there numbers to keep a healthy deer and elk 
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population.  I do not mind that they are there, I just think we need to watch closely to 
monitor there numbers. 

396 

The season in the park needs to be set up more like Wyomings Mountain Lion and Bear 
seasons. Have a mortality rate for females and let anybody hunt them. The wildlife in 
Custer State Park is at a ten year low. The elk herd has really taken a hit. I have been 
applying for once in a lifetime tags for the Park, but I don't think the quality of the park 
heard is the great. You could make more of a few more elk tags instead of getting $125 
for a lion tag which were bought up by environmentalists. Please start managing the elk 
and deer herds for trophies instead of predators. 

407 

Being nocturnal mt.lions have very little esthetic value for folks    Very few bobcats left 
in the Hills compared to what it was.I am a trapper and the bobcats have considerable 
value at this time.    Lions are also hard on deer and elk which have a value to 
hunters.Too much decimation of these herds and the number of deer and elk liscense 
sold will go down.Hunters won't feel like beating around the Hills and never see 
anything.I have talked to landowners in the Hills who say these animals are way down.    
I think a larger quota would be in order.Hunters can only take animals that get closer to 
the roads.Maybe  a change to allow further penetration by horse or atv would help    
Tree huggers and pollititians are not wildlife biologists and should be ignored.    Thanks 
folks 

408 

During the one day i was lion hunting i seen 4 different sets of tracks in 4 different 
locations. Deer population has for sure declined for some reason. I have not seen but 
one set of remains of deer. Just a week ago i found tracks coming into my front yard to 
my garage door and walked around to my back door of my garage and then proceeded 
to the neighbors. Spoke with the neighbors and they said its been common for a few 
years already. It was a younger lion according to the tracks. My opinion would be to 
bump up the total limit ten more and leave the female limit the same. Also post a 
number on the web or a announcement to call to report lion tracks or sightings with the 
location, off season or during season just to get a general % of what is out there. 

412 
45 is not enough  We are not making a dent  They mutiply too fast  I watched them take 
over areas of California over the last 20 years  They will do the same here 

413 

I think something more drastic needs to be done to cull the lions in Custer state park.  I 
understand there can be many reasons for the elk decline and you need to have scientific 
data before you start pointing fingers but when we spend tens of thousands of $ to 
conduct a study, and a lion kills an elk below the helicopter that's doing the study,  It's 
time to stop the study, save some money and do something about the lions.  Allow the 
people that have un-filled Black Hills tags to pay the additional price of the custer park 
tags and hunt for 2 weeks. The additional fees could help defray the cost of the study.    
I hunted the southern cow elk unit outside the park with my sister and we never seen an 
ELK.  We hunted hard over the course of 2 weeks in October and then again in 
December.  We even had acess to the private ranches down south and never seen a 
single elk.  We seen more lion tracks then we did elk tracks.  hmmm I wonder if there is 
a problem.  I have helped people elk hunt in the hills every year for the last 8 years and 
I have never in my life spent so much time in the hills without even seeing an elk.  
Limit the number of cow only tags and just offer any elk tags or bull only tags. 

415 

Although I did not take a lion, I am very pleased with the increased harvest limits for 
this year. The relative quickness wth which this season's limits were filled tells me there 
are a lot of lions in the hills and that they needed to be culled. I support GFP's efforts in 
managing the lion hunt in an emotionally  sided debate. 

439 
this year seemed to be more presure, more hunters, getting to be very popular sport. I 
went out for a 3 day weekend and had a lot of fun. LOVE HUNTING THEM LONG 
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TAILS! 

440 

I applaude the efforts of SDGFP in managing the population of mountain lions thru 
hunting.  It seems to be a good balance between maintaining adequate wildlife and 
safety.  Keep up the good work. 

447 

If there is a higher number of cats in Custer State Park and no or few lions are harvested 
at the end  of the statewide number harvested, then the counties bording Custer State 
Park should be allowed  to continue hunting until the designated number of cats are 
harvested for Custer State Park. This will  override the animal protection 
individuals/groups that apply for CSP ML license. 

448 
Wish season started December 26th.   After Jan. 1, school is back in session and much 
harder to travel to the Black Hills 

459 

As a hunter the elk and deer population are more important to me than the lion 
population. I personaly have 15 years preference to hunt elk in Custer State Park and 
would like a good quality once in a lifetime hunt. As it stands now I am only going to 
put in for preference points until the lion population gets under control and the quality 
of animals return to the level they were previously. 

466 
I am just waiting to have one lion walk across my property here in NE SD! I appreciate 
the opportunity to legally take a lion on my own property. Thanks. 

472 

I think we may be on the right track by increasing the # of lions harvested, but if hunters 
can take 45 lions in about 50 days, that tells me that there's still a very high 
concentration of Lions in the hills especially considering  most of the lions were taken 
in multiples after new snow falls.  I would like to see another increase in tags next year 
and believe the tags should increase in #'s until it gets to a point where it is difficult to 
reach the quota. 

476 

I think a limited amount of tags allowing the use of dogs would be a good thing.  
Although the season allows for anyone to hunt mt. lions, very few actually harvest one.  
Looking at the stats, the chances of any average hunter harvesting a mt. lion is 
extremely small.  I consider myself an average hunter and living in the Black Hills for 3 
years now, I've only seen 1 lion in all that time.  As a hunter, I would be willing to 
apply for a limited draw - for the allowed use of dogs - and pay a higher fee.  Hunting 
lions in the Black Hills is a tough hunt.  It appears to me that those who do harvest put 
in a substantial amount of time.    With a healthy population of mt. lions, we now have a 
population of mt. lion hunters.  However, in the state of South Dakota, I feel the 
majority of hunters would rather hunt elk, bighorn sheep, and deer.  Maintaining a small 
population of lions is probably a good thing, but not at the expense of losing these other 
animals.  I think the game fish and parks needs to focus more on increasing the 
population of the elk and bighorn sheep in the Black Hills, and spend only enough 
money on mt. lions to tolerate a small population. 

481 

Mountain Lion hunting is very challenging and alot of fun.  I hope the state of South 
Dakota continues to realize that having a Lion season is much needed to keep our 
wildlife balanced. 

492 

I think there are too many lions still.  When the season ends by more males than females 
that tells me there are more males being pushed out to other areas and our hills just 
aren't big enough for as many lions as we have. 

502 
mountian lions should be hunted and keeped at a certian number to balance the eco-
system so there ant too many or too few.  The program is working. 

509 

Your math is off. To keep a population in check you must at least keep up with the birth 
rate. At this rate it going to be like the western states with wolves out of control. The 
next thing you will be tied up in court while the rest of our deer and elk are finished off. 
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Quit worrying about what group your going to piss of and get this under control!!! 

511 
Up the quota to about 80 cats.Then see if the baby deer-- elk--- sheep--- have a better 
mortality rate. 

512 Hope lion season continues in SD. Congrats to those who filled their tags. 
513 I would like to see the limit raised and get rid of the lower female limit. 

514 

We have lived South of Custer for over 15 years (our land is 3/4 mile long) and we see 
way to many signs of mountain lions in our area. I believe we have seen as many or 
more sign since the hunting seasons started which leads me to believe the lion 
population is increasing  to fast.   The time of year seems right for the hunting season 
and I think the quota should be increased again next year to at least 55 lions.  Our deer 
sightings on our property seem to be declining also. 

523 

Two lions were killed after the quota was reached. Public opinion by way of the RC 
Journal was not favourable. I applaud SD GFP for not issuing any citations.     Having 
up to date information regarding quota status by way of cell phones relies heavily on 
devices.  We never rely on a firearms safety because it is a mechanical device and they 
do fail.    It was a great hunt and thank you for the opportunity. My question is whatever 
happened to the ELK?  Were we greedy and sell to many licenses or did the lions kill 
the calves. 

524 

I do beleive the game fish and parks needs to be more realistic in the numbers of cats 
that potentialy live in the hills, and figure out how to get the cats that live in the areas 
that are un-huntable in the January season time frame, these numbers should not be 
ubtainable with out the use of dogs, although i do favor that we do not use them but 
maybe we could have October and November be a time when the northern hills elk unit 
and the big main unit hill city custer to cheyenne crossing and the Woyoming border 
unit could be open for a nimber of like 15 to 20 cats during those months and then 
January 1 the same as this year the hole state for the remainder of the lions can be killed 
through out the rest of the region, as far as the custer state park deal thats discusting that 
the people that drew the tags are not even here to hunt them or are anti hunting, i would 
issue 5 more tags to qualified for sure hunters and since the first five did not hunt make 
it 10 licenses in the park to go into effect immediatly. 

534 
keep up the good work, I would not like to see dogs aloud to hunt lions and don't want 
to see the season opened to nonresidents. 

537 

Theres no elk left in southern hills   mountain lions ate them all  I have hunting in sd 
public south of custer and chased off 300 elk once not anymore and probably never 
again. your mountain lions ate them all 

543 

predation from lions on deer and elk i think has gotten high, the deer heard is dropping, 
i've hunted the hills for 20+ years, i'm seeing less elk also. I'm seeing more lion sign 
than coyotes, i work for the forest service in wildlife and spend alot of time in the 
woods. I think your doing a good job of increasing the lion harvest but you should 
continue to increase the harvest number, i think there may be more lions than you 
estimate... thanx... 

544 KILL MORE MOUNTAIN LIONS!!!!  And for god sakes don't introduce wolves. 

547 

I AM A DEDICATED HUNTER.  I HAVE ALWAYS BEEN CONCERNED WITH 
THE ENVIROMENT AND THE HABITAT.  I BELIEVE THAT THE ANIMAL 
KINGDOM NEEDS TO BE KEPT BALANCED AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE.  I LIVE 
TO HUNT AND I TRULY ENJOY WATCHING THE WILD LIFE AS MUCH AS I 
DO HUNTING IT. 

550 
Mountain lion hunting would be alot easier if people obeyed road closure signs in the 
wintering areas; especially for those of us we aren't afraid to walk. 
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552 

I would like to keep it where you can't use dogs, also I dont care for people to be 
driving around all over the place disturbing residential areas, private drives, and 
bypassing the closed off areas.  Another thing that I witnessed first hand was people 
getting stuck on roads they should'nt have been on in the first place.  If we would'nt 
have come past they would have been there at least over night and in one circumstance 
there were 3 young children in the vehicle.  That is a problem in my opinion. 

553 keep up the good work managing this very important resource!!! 

557 
I would like to see more elk and deer in the Black Hills.  If the Mtn. Lions are 
responsible for the sharp decline in elk and deer numbers, we need to kill more lions. 

558 

I am disappointed that all of the licenses sold for Custer State Park were purchased by 
anti lion hunters and no lions were taken within the park. I would be better handle it like 
the state wide licenses so this would be Much less likely to happen. 

564 

There are still far too many cats in the Hills as evidenced by   1. fewer deer and elk 
(especially young ones)   2. the fact that more are venturing out of the Hills  3. the fact 
that they aren't as afraid of people or domesticated animals as they used to be    The use 
of dogs to track cats during season can help identify cats because once treed, a hunter 
can get close enough to see if it is lactating and can see its size.  This will also make 
cats more afraid of barking dogs. Some people have the idea that it isn't "sporting" but 
the pros out weigh the cons. Public education can overcome these myths. 

569 
Large predators need to be controlled.  I do not support the presence of large predators 
at the expense of our deer and elk hunting. 

574 Good season-good quota and regs-very fair-keep up the good work! 

578 

I think you should keep the season the same but don't have a number of how many lions 
that are shot. run it 3 months and see how many are shot year to year you will never get 
all of them. custer park should be the same money as the black hills but give more tags 
out so every one gets a shot. 

581 

Having some mountain lions is good, but how many is the issue. The fact that they can 
be hunted so well shows that there are too many.     At some point someone will get hurt 
with mountain lions being so close to the populated areas.    Game and Fish is doning a 
great job  by removing problem lions as soon as they know about them, but at some 
point this may not be enough. 

584 

I have no problem with mountain lions as long as there is a hunting season.  This will 
by itself control them is such a way that will help keep the public safe.  Having two 
seasons (shorter ones if necessary} could be a consideration to keep their fear of people. 

586 

I had ample opportunity this year to hunt them.  The abundence snow made it alittle 
difficult, but non the less had fun while trying to get it accomplished.  Saw lion tracks in 
2 different areas, but were both in elk unit H7 (Vanocker Canyon Area).  Suprisingly 
did not see any coyotes in the area.  Saw some deer (about 10), and about 40 head of elk 
in one group. 

587 i would like to see and early archery season 
592 We need to be harvesting more lions.  There are way more than people think there are. 

606 
Lawrence Co is not listed in the counties to choose from.  Hard to pick a county when it 
is not listed. 

607 There are to many lions in the hills. Deer and elk numbers are way down!! 

624 
Please do not send a paper survey like you did for Antelope season after i did one 
online.    Thanks, just trying to save $ 

628 

If I lived out in the hills, having two young children, I would kill every mountain lion 
that i see close to my property. Almost every local we talked to that weekend said they 
have mountain lion sign in their yards very frequently. 
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635 
Due to weather and work schedule I was unable to hunt. Next time, I will definitely 
prepare earlier. I did enjoy the potential opportunity to hunt a mountain lion. 

639 

My biggest complaint about the mountain lion season this year was all the people road 
hunting and all of the beer cans I found on the roads left by the road hunters. Granted, I 
get off the roads and do my hunting in secluded areas but I still had a couple days get 
ruined by these road hunters driving by the road closed gates and signs. I even had a 
rifle hunter see me get on a track one day and he drove around ahead of me and started 
shooting his gun because he knew I was tracking a cat in that direction.     I am hunting 
these cats with archery equipment and so are several other people I know. Can we 
please have a hunting season during the month of December for the archery hunters to 
have a chance to harvest a cat or two off the quota before the rifle hunters start tromping 
through the woods. I would be willing to buy a separate license and so would most of 
the other archery hunters that I have spoken to. I bet you would sell a couple hundred 
archery licenses. Please consider this season as an option, the archery community would 
greatly appreciate it.     Thanks 

643 I do NOT want the use of dogs for mountain lion hunting in South Dakota in the future. 

648 
In my opinion there are more lions than are estimated.    It is a matter of time before 
someone is killed or injured by a mountain lion.    More lions should be harvested. 

652 
I purchased a license just so I could legally shoot a lion on our 4500 acres, especially if 
it appeared to be threatening livestock. 

655 

Only hunted 2 mornings (total of 1 day hunting).  Saw one set of tracks at bottom of 
Medicine Mountain.  Looked like a younger lion based on size of track (only about 3 
inches across).      Two suggestions for your consideration:    (1) Need to have unlimited 
licenses available for CSP and run it the same way as the rest of the Hills.  For example, 
if 5 lions is the maximum harvest in CSP, hunters should check each day to see what 
the tally is before hunting.  Stop after 5 or March 1, etc.    (2) The number of lions in the 
Hills seems to always be in question.  So instead of trying ot manage to achieve a 
healthy number of lions, it may be better to try and achieve a number somewhat below 
what is considered to be a "healthy" population.  That is, if you want 250-300 lions, 
150-200 might be a better goal.  Still have lions in the hills, their population will be 
"healthy", less deer/elk/porcupines eaten, etc.    By the way, I have not seen a porcupine 
in the Hills for about 8 years and I hunt a lot.  I see them on the prairie though. 

660 

My younger son and some friends encountered a large lion when riding their ATV's last 
summer by Pringle.  They were amazed that the cat seemed to have no fear of them.  I 
feel that there are many more lions in the Hills then we are being told about. Although I 
don't have anything against wild animals and their place in nature, we may possibly 
have an issue with the lions in the future if we aren't aggressive enough now. My fear is 
that some turkey hunter or someones young son or daughter will be attacked someday 
by a lion, and then you may be forced to be over aggressive!  I have alot of friends in 
the Custer and Pringle area who are certain that the Elk populations are being threatened 
by the lions. I know that there many fine lines and many uncertainties in your jobs when 
it comes to animal populations, but this could be dangerous to humans and our tourism 
in this state. To close; I believe we should get a bit more aggressive with our lion 
control. Thank you for your work and allowing my opinion in this matter. 

662 
no reason to put comments nothing ever changes to many people no game public land 
hunting is a joke 

663 

there are still way to many lions in the hills and area. we tracked down a few lions, shot 
a few lions, turned down a few lions. you should not be able to do that with out dogs. if 
there were good wet snow, I am shure the count would be 1.5 lions harvested a day.  I 
think it is pathetic on how you let some people hunt over bait, cut down tree lines and 
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harvest a imature lion, and scold the next person.                                                                 
.        I think you should drop the size and spots next year. why is it alright to shoot a 
fawn for a legal deer. perhaps a cub is good eating too. If someone is satisfied with a 
small lion, let them tag it. I think dogs should be allowed for a set amount of tags also.  
bump the limit up another 20 lions, and drop the park tags. 

665 
South Dakota Residents can manage our wildlife without mountain lions. The Black 
Hills of South Dakota is no place for mountain lions. 

667 
Thank you for having the season, I believe its necessary and appropriate.  Seems the 
limit could be increased again. 

672 

The 2011 season made me a believer that the number of cats that GF&P has admitted to 
is a low number. Never in my 37 years here in the Black Hills have I seen so much lion 
sign, tracks, kill sites, sightings. You can not go any where without seeing some, I 
spend a lot of time in the hills during the year. With a group we monitor and repair 55 
water tanks sites for wildlife accross the Mystic Distric on USFS, with this aggreemnet 
I put trail cameras on sites randomly. There was not a tank that did not have some type 
of lion activity during the year. One tank in a ten day period had 8 different lions 
drinking water.This tank site was within 300 yards of a housing development with small 
kids. I do wish that GF&P would listen to people when things like this are brought up at 
commissioneers mettings, and not look at me as if I was on drugs.    Why is there a 
higher value put on lions than on any other game. When a deer fawn is brought into 
GF&P that was found , it is dispatched on the spot. Lion kittens get picked up fed, vet 
checked and then shipped to zoo at the expense of us hunters. They get the red carpet 
treatment, front page news, t.v. time and a free ride out of the country, what gives with 
this and who puts the point value on these?    With the 47 cats killed (we were 45, 46,or 
47 ) depending on the time of three were shot, as I was with the gent who finished out 
the season yesterday at 9:50, took us till 11:20 to get cell service to call out to verify it 
to GF&P. This number is in now hurting the total population as reproduction is at an all 
time high. The cat population during the late 70" mid 80"s is where the numbers should 
be sent back to, where you might see couple sets of tracks all year. That population did 
very well and we should strive to return to those numbers. This whole balance is out of 
whack, too many college kids with pie charts graphs and gismos that try to put to much 
into a study that they do, you need to listen to others on this.    When the snow is gone, 
before the green up spend some time on foot in the winter areas that held what few deer 
we have left and see for yourself. If by your own admittence for the number of critters 
that a lion consumes in a year, it is staggering the amount of loss, and who pays for it, 
me and hunters alike that wait 10 to 20 years for a tag on elk, 2/3 for Black Hills Deer. 
At 63 it was my life-long dream to harvest all the big game animals is South Dakota 
with my bow, deer elk, turkey, Big Horn sheep Mt Goat and now lion, I might not live 
long enough to draw a sheep tag and never have a goat tag, but a lion can have one a 
week if he wants one, that my friend is sick to say the least. Seen a small ram in the 
Storm Mt area early in the lion season witch had escaped a cat mauling, had big chunks 
of hair gone on both sides, claw marks, but a good education noe the least    As for the 
shooting of the small kittens, makes no difference to me, if let live will be a deer killing 
machine sooner or later. In the early part of this survey there was a spot #2 .2a asking 
about sightings, did see a small cat that I could of shot, but it was very small thin but 
why should I give this thing the opportunity for front page news when it will not make 
winter anyway, thus taking away from putting a big cat into the quota. I had seen one 
late Sept in the same shape walking along a county road west of RC, if that cat is till 
alive it is beyond my beleif.    Here is my suggestion, move the quota and times up, do 
not worry about kittens and send me a Big Horn sheep, Mt Goat and a elk tag this fall, 

 106 



Evaluation of the 2011 Mountain Lion Season  APPENDIX E 
Larry M. Gigliotti, Ph.D.  Comments via Internet 

maybe through in a Hills deer tag for good measure.NUFF SAID 

681 

The Department of Game Fish and Parks needs to tell both sides of the story and not let 
the anti hunter type folks voice a one sided story. The GF&P needs to tell the truth, the 
Mt. Goat population is at a all time low, the Big Horn sheep (lambs) are at a all time 
low, the Custer State Park Elk population is at a very low number while Wind Cave 
National Park is over populated. Just tell the truth on our Mt. Lion population and the 
impact it is having on all the other animals. I feel a small population is fine but we need 
to do a better job a controlling the population that we now have. 

684 
Please continue the season as is...I feel adding dogs for the pursuit of lions will not be in 
the best interest of the Black Hills season. 

689 

I HAVE NOTICED THAT THERE SEEMS TO TO BE LESS DEER IN THE AREA 
THAT WE HUNT IN SINCE THE START OF THE REINDUCTION OF THE 
MOUNTAIN LOINS. 

694 
I love ML and hunting them. SD has done a great job managing this resource. Please 
keep up the study and management program. 

696 
Continue your efforts in controlling the Mountain Lion population, they are really 
hurting the big game hunting in the hills. 

699 

I believe the higher quota in the Statewide season was very justified this year - as 
proven by the rapid rate at which the quota was filled.    It would appear that changes 
need to be made very quickly to the Custer State Park season to ensure that a desired 
number of lions are harvested.  The elk herd in the Park appears to be disappearing very 
quickly (presumably in part due to lions), and I would assume there will be a very 
limited number of elk licenses in coming years.  Can some type of emergency action be 
implemented to get more hunters into the Park yet this year, and harvest more lions yet 
this year? 

701 your doing a fine job, Thanks 

706 

I think there are to many lions, not only in Hills but the whole state. I live by Mitchell 
with cattle on the James River. Seeing lion tracks in 2010. Also I know of a calf kill SE 
of Ethan in 2010. I have hunted deer in the Hills [by moon] for many years and the 
number of deer is at an all time low . P.S. remove more lions! 

707 

I enjoyed trying to kill a lion by by using electronic calls, but we were hampered by the 
large amount of snowfall during the time of our hunt. I am firmly opposed to the use of 
dogs outside of Custer State Park because I feel it would only lead to hunters like 
myself having to compete with outfitters taking out paying hunters. Obviously the lion 
hunt this year was a huge success without allowing dogs. 

710 

I would like to see the limit of lions raised and  the season to last longer.   The lion 
population should either greatly removed or eliminated entirely.  I think mountain lions 
are large predators and they have killed deer, elk, horses, cattle, sheep in the Black 
Hills.  I feel they are a threat to humans.. It is only a matter of time before some child or 
adult gets attacked, even from" a fenced in area", lions perfer to have their prey trapped. 
Even city residents are not safe. Hardly anywhere is inaccessible to a lion.  I have talked 
to one or two people that are advocates of having lions, on the other hand most people's 
remark is wishing we didn't have them at all.   With the snow fall, drought, late springs, 
viruses I think the animal population takes care of itself and does not need the "help" of 
the mountain lion to balance it.    I am glad to see GFP eliminate "problem" cats.  I 
think there should be an area survey to understand how welcome the lion population is. 
I think people should be educated to how dangerous these large cats are.  There are too 
many people listening to a few very vocal opinions. They get too much press and too 
much consideration. This, in my opinion is why radicals end up in charge of things that 
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should have been thought through with commen logic.   Cats are killers, it is their 
nature, and I feel our general population of people are frighened of them and anything 
or anyone is at risk.  Thank you for conducting this survey. 

711 

I would like to see lions listed like coyotes outside the black hills area, or perhaps just 
east river. I would also like to see the lion season split.  Have small quotas available that 
coincide with elk and deer seasons.   The regular season and quota could remain in the 
winter.   (I don't feel it is necessary to worry about orphaning cubs by taking females in 
the fall.  With that mindset we would not be allowed to harvest doe deer or cow elk in 
the fall as most of them are pregnant.)  I would suspect that a lot of hunters would buy 
tags on the chance they would run across a lion.         For those of us that live east river 
it would give us the opportunity to take a lion without incurring the added expense of 
another trip to the hills.   Most years I would not be able to justify that expense.  This 
year I was lucky and could swing the trip, time wise and financially.   I have been 
hunting deer in the hills for a decade and the decline in deer population is drastic.  It 
looks to me as though the lion population can sustain the hunting pressure           I know 
two people who live in the hills and they see far fewer deer than they used to and far 
more cats than they ever have.   What they tell me is that everyone they know feels the 
same, too many cats. 

718 

I feel the mountain lion has a place in our society but why does the GF&P have to 
transplant the lion to where it was not their native habitat? We have seen where the 
GF&P has denied doing this but when it is caught on camera and they are microchiped 
and won't accept responsibility for your actions that is what upsets me. Yes the 
mountain lion is takeing plenty of wild game but when there are more lions than need 
be, it is time to increase the limit on how many are taken each year. I have hunted for 
many years in the state and enjoy it very much. A large problem is we have to many 
individuals that won't let people hunt to help manage our wildlife. The deer population 
would be very healthy if landowners would think of them as they do their livestock and 
work to keep them healthy and help keep predators in check to also help our pheasant 
population as well also. 

724 

I had a blast hunting the cat.  Seen several tracks but nothing fresh enough to follow. I 
mainly hunted in the piedmont and Dalton lake area. I want to get a little more serious 
about it next year.  Thanks for the good time you have provided for me. 

727 Would like to see more tags available. 

730 
Next year I'll put in for a park tag. Maybe I'll draw instead of the stinkin anti's that 
screwed up this years park season! 

737 I think your doing great.  Keep the number of lions to be harvested up. 

740 

It would appear that the harvest objective for Custer State Park will not be obtained this 
year for many reasons.  Perhaps the GFP should provide more hunter opportunity in the 
Park.  Example no dogs but a general hunt for 10 days by individuals with Black Hills 
tag after the first 4 inch snow within the established lion season. 

741 

There are ALOT of people not observing closed to motor vehicle areas.  They just drive 
around the gate and drive the closed roads.  We need to crack down in this, because it's 
unfair for the animals that winter in the area or the people who obey the rules and have 
a truck or ATV drive by them. 

747 
i believe there are to many cats in the hills  matter of time before we have a cat kill or 
attack a person with these densities 

749 

I think that the hunters are good for the wild life because we care and hunt for more 
than a trophy  it feeds my family and that is what God wanted us to do . You should 
never hut for a trophy.But rather you should do it to help balance the wild life . And if 
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you are a hunter and hunt for a trophy make   sure you give the meat to someone of will 
eat it ,and do not throw the left over in the woods   please we all live here so lets take 
care of what God gave us and we and are childern and there childern and so on will be 
able to enjoy this wonderful out door activity that so many good people   get to do.I do 
thank that gfp should review Elk hunting because you wait so long to get your tag and 
most of the hunters do not get to fill there tag and then you may wait up to 20 years to 
get another tag   and you may not get one then either .I know i did not get my tag filled 
so at my age I may never get to   hunt another Elk here Thanks 

754 

I see that no lions have been killed in the park yet.  If you are really interested in 
managing game animals why is the price to hunt lions in the park so high?  You should 
be more interested in removing lions than making money!!  As I see it ,the chances of 
killing a lion in the park is no greater than outside the park so why should we pay more?  
In fact the statistics say we have less chance.  I know that some folks who have tags in 
the park are choosing not to hunt and that is messing up the numbers.  We in South 
Dakota already pay some of the highest,  if not the highest resident hunting   rates in the 
country.  A couple years ago I saw where GFP was going to allow two Tom turkeys to 
be taken in the hills with a firearm.  I thought  great!  Then I saw that I wasn't going to 
be getting another tag for the same price, but I had to purchase another tag for an 
additional fee.  Now if there are so many turkeys in the hills that you can allow more to 
be taken, why not just issue two tags.  What extra does it cost GFP's to allow the extra 
bird to be taken and to justify the extra expense to the hunter?  So you have to print and 
mail another tag.  Just charge a small fee for that or add it to the inital cost of the tags.  
The high price to hunt lions in the park is viewed by the hunting public as just another 
way to  milk money out of our pockets.  Pretty soon only the rich will be able to afford 
to hunt in this state.  I guess Game Wardens will always have the tags they want.  Don't 
say that it isn't true because I've seen it myself!  I guess I shouldn't say always, but there 
is definately a "good ole boy" game being played within GFP's and we know it.  We are 
just trying to figure out how to stop it. 

756 

It was amazing to see three full size mountain lions together. It was hard not to shoot 
one (I am sure this is one of those laws only followed by the most honest) and 
disappointing to have hunted hard and then not been able to take game when you found 
it only because there were multiple animals. These were not young animals by any 
means. It was impossible to tell an adult from a young one and I got to study them for 
about 5 -10 minutes at under 200 yards. 

767 

I think overall the mountain lion seasons that have been conducted in South Dakota 
have been pretty well.  I also feel that soon the season limits will dwindle once the 
GF&P find a viable number they want to hover around.  I also know that the new season 
of lion hunting in Custer State Park would go better if one the license was cheaper and 
they ran a quota like the BH season.  Sell 50 tags at $60. but only allow 10 shot. Then 
hopefully that would be more sucessful than it has been so far. 

771 

I'm more concerned about mountain lions preying on livestock and other farm animals 
than humans, and curiously this wasn't even a question in the survey.    Also, I would 
like to know how a game warden can also be a taxidermist. So are a lot of other people 
in Bon Homme and Charles Mix Counties. We would like to know what happens to 
'confiscated' animals. Seems like a blatant conflict of interest. 

776 

I was very disappointed that the GFP Commission didn't allow the use of dogs for the 
CSP lion season!  I thought it was a joke to charge so much for a park tag when the 
odds of harvesting a lion without dogs is so slim.  As of today, Feb. 27 2011, no lions 
have been harvested in CSP.  With only a month left, I doubt there will be any 
harvested.  With dogs, I belive the number of kittens harvest would greatly be reduced 
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in the State Wide season also.  Why aren't the hunters who harvest these 33 pound lions 
punished?  I belive that if they were fined, and an example made, hunters would be 
more likely to field judge the animal to be a mature cat before pulling the trigger. 

778 

There are too many mountain lions in the Black Hills. Where are all the elk, bighorn 
sheep and mountain goats? There is no need for hundreds of lions in the hills! Open the 
hunting in the Custer State Park, if the tag holders don't shoot the Quota by the end of 
the month. Lets get our hunting in the Black Hills back to what it was in the late 90's. 

781 have a yearlong season for the predotar 

782 

there sure seem to be a lot of lions.  to be able to harvest about 1 per day without the use 
of dogs is significant.  we need to have a balance of predators and prey because i truly 
believe the elk and deer numbers are diminishing . 

793 

I did not shoot since the lion was small and looked young. I feel that the tags should be 
a premium tag in price. Since 19,000 people bought a tag, up the price and gat more 
money for research. 

799 I strongly believe many more lions need to be harvested! 

808 

Even though I didn't see any lions this year, I saw more sign then ever before in the 
hills. I feel there are too many lions in the hills and I'm tired of hunters loosing out on 
licenses because lions are treated like people. The lion population needs to be reduced 
so I suggest a higher number harvested during the season. 

814 
I would like to make it legal for a licensed hunter to take a lion if he/she has written 
permission from a landowner. 

818 

I HOPE THAT AFTER ANOTHER LION SEASON THAT NOTHING GETS 
CHANGED NEXT YEAR. I THINK THE AMOUNT OF LIONS KILLED IS A 
RESPECTFULL NUMBER. UNTILL THE ELK POPULATION STARTS TO RISE 
WE NEED TO CONTROL THE LION POPULATION. 

819 

Found tracks, Poop that was scratched over, Turkey kill site, with only the head, first 3 
neck vertebrae, and a few feathers left.  Had a baby-that really cut down my available 
time to hunt.  For next year, why not run CSP just like rest of BH area, with a quota that 
ends the season and unlimited tags?  Also--price of tag needs to go down.  I have 
actively hunted in the hills for ten years now, and I have NEVER seen a mt lion.  Why 
should I pay $25 to hunt a mythical beast that I have never seen (and I've looked hard-
bowhunting elk, deer, rifle hunting, shed antler hunting, just hiking in the hills)?  I 
wouldn't pay $25 for a unicorn tag, and I'm starting to wonder why I should pay $25 for 
a lion tag? 

828 I would like to know the time of day the lions were shot. 

833 

I strongly agree with moving Mountain Lion season outside of other big game seasons.  
This prevents opportunistic harvesting and provides more satisfying season for 
legitimate mountain lion hunters.  I would encourage consideration of hunting with 
dogs for hunter safety, especially with lack of understanding in the field on aggressive 
nature of mountain lions and predator/prey relationship.  I have been very impressed 
with how well managed this program has been and congratulations are due to those 
responsible.  Thank you. 

837 

You have destroyed the deer and elk herds on public land throughout South Dakota. 
You don't listen to sportsmen or land owners but expect us to recruit new hunters into 
hunting. Your conservation officers are rude and down right nasty. This is not just one 
persons view, I hear it over and over. True sportsman need to stop buying tags, it is the 
only thing that will get your attention. 

839 
I think the number of licence issued should of have been 100.  There are a lot more 
mountain lions in the hills that you think.  I have seen 10 deer kills made by mountain 
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lions.  It also tells me that this many lions were harvested in such a short time also 
indicates that there are way to many lions in the Hills to have a health deer and elk 
herds.  I am afraid that some unfortunate individual(child) will be kill by a lion and then 
Game Fish & Parks will start to issue enough licences to thin out the mountain lions to a 
reasonable number.  The areas I hunted I came across two separtate sets of tracks of 
female lions with two cubs.  That also tells me this will devastate the deer and elk herds. 
I live in west Rapid City and I have a lion running the gully behind my house which is 
only a half a mile from Corral Drive School. 

844 

First let me say i think GFP is doing a very good job trying to manage the public 
perception of Lions in the hills and their impact on humans and wild life. However the 
fact that NO lions were taken in the Park concerns me for the futhre of the Park for both 
humans and wildlife. Something most be done to preserve the future of one of SD's 
greatest resources! This area would be perfect for DOG HUNTS ! 

854 
we need to kill more lions to help the deer and elk population to come back the number 
of lion kills i found in the hills were extreme KILL MORE CATS NEXT YEAR 

855 

After hunting these animals for several years and studying their behavior it is very clear 
that they do not become agressive or want to harm humans unless they are protecting 
their young. They simply want to stay away from humans. So having a healthy 
population of them is not a threat to humans. But if the population gets too large and 
their food source is not sufficient they will begin to threaten domestic animals. So 
managing them with a hunting season is very important in maintaining that balance. I 
have never seen as many groups of multiple tracks as I did this year. There is a large 
population of young and juvenile cats in the Black Hills where I hunted. 

856 

We need to eliminate more lions. There are more than you lead the general public to 
believe, a lot more.  c'mon guys, who are you going to cave to, the sportsmen who care 
about all the game and wildlife and pay for the vast majority of GFP programs, or the 
liberal bunny huggers who make more noise?      We need to have a year round season 
with unlimited harvest to get the number of cats in check before they destroy whats left 
of the deer and elk herds.  Unless that is your desire of course. 

858 

im hunting cats in CSP so i did not hunt in the black hills   i do think there needs to be a 
higher kill rate in the park than 5  and a higher kill rate in the hills also some where in 
the 60 range   thanks   matt hennies 

859 

The number of mtn. lions in the Black Hills is absurd.  I hunted three full days and 3 
half days this year all within a 9 day period, fresh snow arriving on 3 of those days.  I 
cut fresh tracks/ day old tracks every day that I hunted, with the exception of one half 
day morning hunt.  I was astounded with the number of different tracks that I cut within 
a 10 mile radius of my house near Hill City.  In total, I cut 15 sets of tracks (3 big 
males, 3 adult females with kittens and the remainder unknown sex of sub-adults.      I 
am not against lions but, I can't stand the fact that the deer are so depressed in numbers 
that the rifle deer season warrants closing in order to safeguard what prey base remains.  
The lions are given free reign to continue to hunt the remainder of the year, while deer 
hunters will continue to be fazed out for many years to come.      Its evident that I will 
be trimmed out as a deer hunter within the Black Hills ecosystem for many years to 
come.  I have now become a full fledged top predator hunter and will substitute my 
Black Hills deer hunting time, experience and interest for time against the cat in 
January.  My applications, financial support and interests for deer hunting will focus on 
other western states for many years to come.    I ask SDGFP for honest data and for the 
responsible management of deer, elk and lions in the Black Hills.  Please step it up 
SDGFP. 

862 Now that the black hills cat season is closed and absolutely no cats killed in the park, 
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which i remind you that the elk herd is down to 53 and the billys are no longer along 
with no big horns. The unfilled applicants should be allowed to hunt within the park if 
they would like. They would need to pay the higher fee up and above would the 
statewide tag cost. (if the state tag cost 15.00 and the park tag cost 150.00, pay the 
difference of 135.00) This would be one step towards saving the depleating elk herd 
that everyone dreams to draw a tag, to hunt the majestic elk in the park. I've hunted the 
park for elk and seen more cats than elk 2 years ago.  Something needs to be done.     I 
would pay the extra to convert my tag to a park tag, and I'm sure there ar emany more 
that would do the same. 

864 

Thoroughly appreciated the opportunity to purchase a mountain lion tag even though 
my days in the field were very limited.  We are fortunate and in many ways, blessed, to 
live in a State that maintains quality habitat for many wildlife species, which itself, 
offers such a wide variety of outdoor activities. 

870 Lions should not be protected outside of the Black Hills 

874 

The mountain lion season is one of the better ideas GFP has developed.    Keep the 
season dates the same.  Hunters must make a point to hunt lions instead of slopping into 
them.  That is why I am interested in lion hunting, because it presents a challenge and it 
gives purpose to the down months of January and February.    However, once I moved 
to Fall River County this year, I have heard (not witnessed) reports of people using dogs 
to track lions, while it is define as illegal.  I take pride in how I hunt but am at a terrible 
disadvantage when others use illegal means.  I am against using dogs because it opens 
the door for outfitters, and all my other big game adventures have been ruined because 
of outfitters.      I also want to express my pride with the SD GFP.  I was very frustrated 
reading through the Mountain Lion questionaires and answers from last year.  I think 
you are doing a great job and it is wrong to have people from other states comment on 
your decisions.  Stand your ground and continue to allow South Dakota residents to 
support your efforts. 

876 I Had a very good hunt my hunting partner did get a Lion. 

877 

I think we are moving in the right direction with our lion hunts. We still have to many 
cats, but this was a good season. Lets see what spring brings, as far as elk calf 
predation. 

883 

I have heard of a sighting of a lion in the city limits of platte sd andit  makes me wonder 
if a person sees the lion in town and puts it down will he be fined or excused because of 
the location 

887 

Next year don't have a limit draw in Custer State Park. That would prevent the activists 
from screwing up the season. So next year Custer State Park will have ten mountain lion 
quota? Maybe someone can get even with the cat that got the tranqualized cow elk. No 
using dogs. 

890 

My son was lucky enough to draw a cow elk tag out of the park this year.  It had been 
six years since my last hunting trip to the blackhills, and to be honest with you I was 
sick to see what had happened to the deer population.  Now I know that we can't blame 
all of the deer number problem on the mountain lion population, but as an old trapper 
and avid sportsman I know what these animals are capable of.  I hunt with outfitters in 
Montanna who lion hunt.  And when I tell them that our state will kill 45 animals in less 
than 2 months without the aid of dogs, they say that it is not possible.  I even talk to the 
game wardens in the hills and they say that the numbers are way off.  Then I heard from 
them, that we probably will not have a Custer Park season next year, and they being 
your wardens, blame the mountain lions.  This is very disturbing to me.  My personal 
feeling is that if we can keep killing 45 animals in less then 2 months without the aid of 
dogs, we still have to many and the license numbers need to be raised.  Thank you for 
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your time. 

901 
Anti lion hunters should not be allowed to apply for tags. (Custer State Park). Possible 
quota increase next year. We need deer and elk populations back to normal. 

907 

still to many lions in the hills killing all the deer and elk not all but a good portion. Plus 
now we see them a long ways out of the black hills. Some poor little kid is going to get 
ate. 

908 I enjoy the thrill of hunting mt. Lions. It is challenging but fun at the same time. 

912 
Please, please up the limit on these animals! I really love these cats and want them here.  
However, we need to increase the limits to get them back into the carrying compacity!! 

923 

I would consider the ability to hunt Mountain Lions unique.  I think its great that we 
have the opportunity as sportsmen and women to hunt them here in SD.  It is important 
to me that SD Game Fish and Parks uses and continues to use the best available 
information including research, harvest information data, and public comment to assist 
with making management decisions that will provide a sustained and healthy Mountain 
Lion population. 

925 

I think on your survey , you should also have the question "Do you think we are 
harvesting to many lions?"   Have you ever concidered that you may be taking to many 
females?  I enjoy hunting mountain lions, I hope that we don't do like we did with our 
elk herd and take to many. 

930 I liked the season better when it coincided with deer and elk hunting seasons. 

932 

I once again find the exclusion of houndsmen from the mountain lion season almost 
laughable.  40 tags and portion of them could not be given to dog hunters.  I have been 
having trouble understanding the logic being used to not allow hound hunting.  Like 
most everything the truth eventually gets out.  The issue has nothing to do with fairness 
or other wise.  The Game Fish and Parks simply does not want to deal with hound 
complaints from private land owners in the Black Hills.  This from within your 
organization.      It bothers me that the laziness of public employees paid by my tax 
dollars is prohibiting me from enjoying something that I love to do.  Handling land 
owner complaints is part of the Conservation Officers job and if the organization is 
apposed to this they should likely look for employment elsewhere. 

940 

i think that the way is working, but we are not taking enough lions out for how many ar 
reproducing. I think the season should run the hole time Jan. 1 to March 31 and it don't 
matter how many lions are killed in the season. 

941 

I called in a mountain lion for my buddy and he shot it opening day, second lion shot. I 
think we are not staying ahead of lion reproduction! I wish we had a population similar 
to the 1980's! we are loosing our Mt. goats, big horns, our  not too long ago great elk 
hunting, and deer herd!!  We need to make a conscious decision soon to greatly reduce 
the cat population before it is too late!! 

943 
Most sportsmen I talk to seem to feel that lions' are responsable for the elk decline. I 
like having some lions around, but not so many that elk herds suffer... 

951 

I FEAR BECAUSE OF LARGE NUMBERS OF CATS. INCLUDING ONE 
UTHINIZED FROM MY BACK YARD TREE SEVERAL YEARS AGO .  I LIVE 
ACROSS FROM A SCHOOL AND I KNOW THERE ARE TOO MANY CATS!!!!! 
IM AN AVID HUNTER AND HAVE SEEN SEVERAL CATS MY SELF.  WHEN 47 
CATS ARE SHOT IN SO PHEW  DAYS SHOULD SHOW THERES TOO MANY 
CATS. 

952 

I believe that the mountain lion season needs to stay in effect for future years to keep 
the population down. If not, it's only a matter of time before a human attack occurs. The 
research I've done on California shows they have no mountain lion season.  With a 
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population of roughly 4,000 to 6,000 mountain lions, sixteen attacks on humans have 
occurred with some attacks resulting in death. The Black Hills area is only large enough 
to accommodate a certain number of lions, and with their wide range of territory 
coupled with the over-population of the lions, this forces some into residential areas. It 
is very important to keep these numbers in control. 

958 

I am a strong supporter of the Departments' newest policies regarding the Lion 
management. I have hunted many different species in The Hills with less and less 
success the past few years. Believing this is due in part to a higher number of Mountain 
Lions I would encourage the continuation of the high harvest numbers in hopes of 
allowing our States' other big game populations to rise. I am a firm supporter of the way 
our wildlife is managed. Thank you for the work you do for all residents in the State. 

962 

I have hunted in all the previous Mt Lion seasons.  I have climbed endless miles and 
logged countless hours in the hopes of harvesting a Mt Lion.  I am pleased to say that I 
harvested my first this year.  I also would like to say that I saw more sign this year than 
any other which leads me to believe that the population is still growing.  My wife had a 
tag this year as well and even during the last days of the season we were able to find an 
abundance of Mt Lion sign. We would like to see the addition of an archery season it 
could be a small number of the quota set aside for archers or maybe even different 
season dates. 

966 

First time that I had participated in the lion season.  Although it was one of the funnest, 
most exciting hunts that I have ever done, I witnessed lion activity, deer kills, lion core 
areas, and talked to other hunters about the current situation, and that led me to believe 
that the lion population is too high, and the deer and elk herds are suffering because of 
it.  Once the deer and elk and turkeys are gone, the lions will target livestock and pets.  
When that happens will be anyone's guess, but it's probably in the near future.  I am 34 
years old, but I remember when I was a kid there was a HUGE fine imposed for killing 
a mountain lion, but nowadays a lion license sells for $25 apiece.  I live in central SD in 
the middle of the prairie, but there are lion sightings and lion sign spotted in this area 
quite frequently. 

967 

I feel that the SD Game & fish is still not being near aggressive enough to bring the lion 
population to a healthy level. The 2010 season closed after harvesting 40 lions in 41 
days. The 2011 season closed after harvesting 47 lions in 52 days. I feel that until the 
harvest is down to around 10-15 lions in the full 3 month season we have way to many 
lions affecting our other game populations in the Black Hills. If you look at harvest data 
from other states that hunt lions they are no where near what we are doing, and most of 
these states let hunters use dogs to run lions. So in closing as long as we are meeting the 
quota like we have the last couple of seasons, the quota needs to keep going up until the 
hunters do not meet the quota in a set season. Then set the lion season to what the so 
called experts say it should be. 

969 Love the season the way it is set up.  Keep it going. 

970 
Would like to see a lion out in the wilderness.  Main purpose of getting a license is to 
get out and enjoy the black hills, do have some trouble walking in deep snow. 

972 Do not allow dogs to be used. 

973 

I would much rather hunt the deer and elk that are being killed by lions. So I say reduce 
the number of lions by increasing the tags to 100, because I think with 45 tags the 
population of lions is still on the rise. 

977 

I am a hunter and a fisherman and love the outdoors.  I am a farmer and raise livestock 
and feel threatened by the presents of moutain lions.  If they go the way of the wolf,  
more of my hunting will be ruined.  My area in Wyoming is now closed to antlered elk 
because of the devistation of the wolves.  Don't let the Black Hills be ruined to hunting 
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by the lion predetor. 

991 

The SD mountain lion season and hunt is overhyped and overpublicized. Too much of 
our license dollars are spent on research, management, public relations, internet, and 
enforcement. Our next door neighbor Wyoming, harvests around 150 lions annually 
with much less effort. 

992 

There is way to many lions. The deer and elk herds are deminishing, because the lions 
are over populated. I have seen more deer and elk lion kills this year then ever before. 
We need to hunt them with dogs so we can kill the mature males. Who cares what 
animal rights people think, every other state uses dogs. 

993 

I think its great that we have mountain lions in the Black Hills.  I think GFP is doing a 
good job managing the population of mountain lions but still believe there is more lions 
then the estimated numbers.  The deer population in the bear mountain look out and 
custer limestone area has declined over the past 3-4 years.  I feel this is due to the 
mountain lions, it is harder to hunt lions in this area with so much bare ground and 
pockets of pines from the burn.  So I think a lot fewer lions are getting killed in this 
area.  This is just an opinion and thanks GFP for all your hard work......... 

995 
It would be nice to know at what time of day the cat was killed and what method to go 
along with the date and location of where the cat was killed.  Thanks 

1004 

I truly enjoy the mountain lion hunt is South Dakota. The amount of tracks and other 
signs seems to indicate the lion numbers are very robust. Please make every effort to 
accurately account the lion numbers.  Thank you! 

1013 
there a a many more lions around than people realize an something needs to be done 
about them before some child get packed off. 

1016 

I believe offering a Mt Lion season in South Dakota is a great tool to manage the Lions 
and ensures the balance of other game.    I still believe the state should offer a lottery for 
the use of dogs for a portion of the Lion Tags.  This would offer some of the hunters an 
oppurtunity to kill a Lion and choose the sex of the Lion. 

1021 

I feel dogs should be allowed to tree lions, if you could tree them, a person would have 
better chance  to sex them before shooting them. By doing this and shooting less 
females, we would have fewer   nursing females shot and maybe less for the anti- 
hunters to complain about 

1023 

Open a limited draw hunt with dog (like 5 tags) that occurs every year after the original 
season every year. It would be fun to trophy hunt mountain lions in the black hills. It 
was discourageing to see the animal rights groups obtained most of the lion tags in 
custer state park this year. I think it would definitely be smart to issue more tags so we 
could obtain them, and it would increase the probability people harvesting a lion. The 
hunting quality in the park has decrease drematically in the past few years, and I believe 
it is due to lion pressure. 

1024 

I think the population of Mountain Lions in the Black Hills is healthy and high. I feel 
the season should run from Jan. 1st through Mar. 31st.  It should be handled as deer 
season is. No limit on the amount of cats harvested. Check in can remain the same to 
manage amounts of harvest and adjust tag sales acordingly.  Thank You! 

1025 

This lion season was excellent.  I enjoyed hunting the lions with strategies of calling 
and tracking.  It was very challenging, which I think the use of hound dogs would 
severely diminish.      With that being said, there are still way too many lions in the BH.  
Please increase the harvest limit in 2012.  Deer and elk numbers are decreasing, lions 
seem to be the major reason.   Sacrificing our wonderful BH deer and elk populations 
would be detrimental to our families, community, and economy. 

1028 Great job with managing mt. lions.  Do not allow the use of hounds at any time in the 
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future. 

1034 
some loins are ok, but to many are distroying our elk and deer p[opulation which to me 
is more important 

1046 

I believe Game and Fish are doing a good job monitoring the number of lions in the 
Black Hills as there are plenty of tracks out there.  I do think its pitiful that people who 
drew lion tags in Custer State Park are against the hunting season. 

1055 We've had lions in the Hills for years, but we have TOO MANY lion right now! 

1061 

I really enjoy lion hunting on foot, tracking or calling. I am glad the state has chosen to 
not allow the use of dogs to track lions and let hunters have a go at them with more of a 
fair chase and rewarding method of hunting. 

1071 

There is a good population of lions. I am strongly opposed to the yse of dogs. It puts 
those hunters on a level playing feild. The season would end in a week if dogs were 
allowed as it is in eastern Wyoming.  Good job 

1074 I think mt. lions are taking too many game animals. 

1075 

i firmly believe that allowing us to use dogs would greatly improve the lions 
harvested....i strongly believe it would take care of the people that are so eager to shoot 
at first sight and harvest mountain lions no bigger than a big house cat..i could have 
harvested a lion if i did the same, but by the time i verified the true size to make sure it 
was still the lion i was tracking i did not have a good shot, and a big male slipped 
away...but by treeing a cat we can get a good look and make wise decissions to harvest 
mature animals. i strongly believe in using dogs all the way..... 

1076 

This email went to my junk folder, fyi.    The week before January 1 would be a superb 
time to start the season.  You'd maybe get more youth involved as well.      Never allow 
dogs please.    Overall, sounds like the season was successful and 45 was spot on.    
Obviously, the Custer Park rules need to change.  Make it a draw of 10 people at the 
same price as the general tag. 

1077 

The lion quota should be at 100, what has happened to the deer and elk pop[ulation in 
the hills is a shame. You have let the lion population totaly get out of hand, political 
things that have gone on have changed the hunting in the hills for my life time. It is time 
for some new leadership within the Game & Fish. 

1097 Unable to hunt this year with snow and job requirements. Hopefully next year. 

1100 

Although i hunted 21 days and never saw a lion, i was very satisfied with the trail 
camera pictures  of lions and other experiences i acquired while hunting. The state 
seems to be doing a great job organizing the season and i would like to see it continue 
without the use of dogs for many years to come. 

1112 

G.F.P killed a mountain lion on our property as it killed one of our goats. GFP was 
called out to our ranch to track the animal.      I beleive that the lion should have been 
given back to us the land owners.  Other than that Inwould like to see the lion season 
stay open for about two more weeks for the season.                                                  
Thank you 

1123 Can we kill more Lions?? 
1126 Need to increase the quota. 
1128 Feel we need a considerably higher harvest limit!                Thank you. 

1131 

I purchased the license just to be legal should one pass through our property. We have 
had several sightings the past few years and I want to be in my rights to harvest the 
intruder should the opportunity  arise. 

1134 

One thing that would be nice, if u would put out   the locations hunters are harvesting 
the cats not just the county they were takin in or tell people where most of the sightings 
have been. 

 116 



Evaluation of the 2011 Mountain Lion Season  APPENDIX E 
Larry M. Gigliotti, Ph.D.  Comments via Internet 

1139 
I think having Mountain Lions in the area is fine as long as their populations are 
controlled, as is being done now! 

1144 
Increase mountain lion kill quota because of their impact on bighorn sheep, elk and 
deer. 

1148 

The Lion I was tracking was remaining very close to housing.  It was a mature male.  
He showed little fear of humans and was very healthy.      On the same owner's property 
a few miles away he had a game cam and caught a female with 2 cubs on film.      I still 
believe the lions are fairly densely populated in the hills but they are swinging to the 
side of getting balanced out.  Judging by sightings that I've had in my area in the last 
couple years it appears lions are killing each other over territory.  In another year or 2 I 
believe the popluation will reach of point of balance where it just must be maintained 
through hunting instead of reduced. 

1155 

Think we should lay off the hunt this coming season since kittens and two extra lions 
were shot.  Also, there must not be as many lions in Custer State Park as thought since 
none were shot.  What about lions that were wounded and probably left to die--hate to 
see this happen; gives hunters a bad reputation.    Sometimes I think we use too much of 
a scare tactic to justify lion hunting season. 

1156 I think the lion season should be a draw for a tag and be alowed to use dogs as well. 

1165 

I DON'T UNDERSTAND HOW A HUNTER CAN NOT TELL A 30LB LION FROM 
AN 80+ ONE.  MAYBE SHOULD HAVE TO PASS A HUNTING COURSE 
SIMILAR TO THE BOW HUNTERS ONE? 

1166 

I think that mountain lions should be year around season with in 20 miles of rapid city.     
our porcupines are gone and or sheep and deer and elk are soon to follow. the only 
concentration of deer is in the home develpments. I live in the hills about eight miles 
out, during deer season most of the deer are bedded around homes. that is telling you 
some thing.    thanks for listening. 

1167 

I think the harvest numbers are to low, season should run from Oct. to Feb. with no 
female quota.         The Custer state park season should have twice the number of 
harvest as the anti are applying for the season and not hunting, so are not getting a 
harvest of the numbers that are wanted. 

1170 
I actually saw more mountail lion tracks than deer tracks.  Not good for the big game 
population.  Why were the kill locations not stated or posted like previous years? 

1175 

Cat hunting is a great addition to the hunting season. I have come close, in fact very 
close to a double male ( black tail ) kill and a almost in my vest single cat kill with a 
deer kill in tow. Things went wrong each time but that is hunting.  As I live in the hills I 
see deer kills and understand that the cats require some control.  However, these 
animals are a part of the eco system and should not be over hunted.  Broke a foot this 
season so limited a good deal to running roads for sign and calling off easy to get to 
locations.  Even so I had a blast and enjoyed the season for the most part.     Another 
thing that got in the way however was the requirement to buy a tag for my ATV. As I 
was selling the thing that didn't have the required permit tag, and as I had not taken 
delivery of a new rig yet I lost the use of my ATV for most of this season.  Also closing 
the main area I wanted to hunt ( flats east and above Piedmont ) put a real "stinger" in 
my program as well.  I think all trails need to be open until cat hunting closes.  Because 
of a US Forest Service screw up we can't get into the Stage Barn area at all ( easement 
lost  ) coupled with the new government gate above Piedmont on the Nemo trail closed 
it's a big loss to older hunters. Sure, the kids can walk miles, but try that at almost 70 
with two Harley bike wrecks and pins in the legs.     I am not complaining ( much ), but 
the US government fish cops need a tune up of sorts. What the hey are they thinking 
half the time?      There boys, I vented, and for the most part thanks for a chance to 
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chase the big cats.    - 

1182 

I believe there are more lions in the Hills then we think. I hope the # of Lions for the 
year 2012 will be in the 40 to 45 range again. I do believe they are taking down way to 
many deer and fawns down in the spring. 

1187 

Too many lions, season should include taking more lions, found tracks almost every 
place I hunted along with several old kill sites, called and got up to leave and had tracks 
within 30 yards and never saw the lion in the tall grass and jack pines, I have lived in 
hills most of my life and have never found as many kills, tracks, lions in 1 year, I think 
lion numbers are way under estimated 

1190 

I have already sent an email to gfp about people hunting without orange during big 
game season.  Which makes it difficult for the ones that are obeying the laws to come 
out with a successful hunt. 

1193 

My residence is Perkins Co, however I am an owner and operator of Wickiup Cabins 
and have had several lion sitings during the summers and fall.  Children playing and 
making the usual screaming or squealing noises they make while playing after dark 
don't make me feel particularly comfortable as well as being a hunter I have seen a 
remarkable decline in the deer population around our village and the Hills area 
surrounding us. 

1196 

I think it is good to have mountian lion in the hills but not at the density they are now.  
There isn't anywhere else in the WORLD that hunters could shoot mountain lions 
without dogs like we do in SD.  I dont thing there are many places were hunters could 
do it with dogs.  40 cats in 41 days last year and 47 cats in 52 days this year-this doesn't 
count all the cats that aren't shot because they are spotted, with another cat or the hunter 
doesn't have the opportunity to shoot the cat or misses the shot.  This is an animal that is 
an elusive animal that isn't seen.  Incredible.  I am glad to see the quota continue to 
raise, although I believe the hunter harest has done very little to reduce the lion 
population.  I think the lion numbers have infact gone up.  Older animals that had 
established territories have been shot and two to three youngsters end up occuping the 
territory of what was once one cats territory.    The elk and deer numbers are down 
significantly.  The lion harvest is doing very little to reduce this predation so the 
elk/deer tags need to be reduced to give them a chance of recovering their numbers.  At 
this point and time it is much easier to head into the hills and cut lion tracks then it is to 
cut elk tracks.  This is scary for the future of the elk in the hills.    There will be no 
significant reduction in lion numbers untill there is a significant increase in lion quota.  
Every year the cat population, as perdicted by GF&P, continues to increase.  How is this 
posible if 25% of the population is being shot.  Its not possible with an elite predator 
like lions.  So this means the total population is much higher then what was though.  
GF&P is proving this by raising the total population.  Fact is there are way more lions 
then what anyone thought, or that anyone would admit.  The quota will end up being 
60-70 a year, with very little snow, before it is not filled.  It will stay this way untill the 
lion numbers are brought in check to where a healthy population of cats is achieved.  
After this point a quota of around 30 cats will keep the numbers in check.  I know 
GF&P is getting a lot of heat from both hunters and non hunters.  I am glad to see the 
quota continue to increase.  I wish the quota would increased at a faster rate then it did, 
but I understand the slow increase keeps the some of the pressure from the anti hunters 
from surfacing.    Continue raising the quota and the cats will continue to get shot.  
Once the quota isn't met there will be a much better understanding of what the actual cat 
population in the hills is. 

1200 
If 47 lions were killed in that amount of time and the male to female ratio reflects 
population,  your counts of 250 mountain lions in the hills is off by a bunch.  1000-1100 
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head count is more reasonable.  The elk populations and deer populations reflect the 
problem.  If the count was accurate to 250 cats you would not have in town sightings 
and cats being killed by hunters of other big game seasons because of cats stocking 
them.  Further more the season existin as the same time as all of the roads being shut 
down is a problem in meade co.  because of the severity of the roads closed.  There are 
also rumors of Bobcat hunters using dogs, and accidently treeing a mountain lion, then 
you know the rest.  Dogs would be a viable answer to help eliminate the possibility of 
young cats being taken accidentally.    Thanks Darin 

1201 

I think the game fish and parks dept is doing a great job with the mountain lion season. 
I've been hunting in the hills for about 56 years now and have been concerned on how 
the deer population in the Black Hills have declined over the past five years, I don't 
know if its because the hunters are over harvesting the does or the mountain lions are 
killing them. I do think that game fish and parks needs to just let the youth hunters 
harvest the does in the hills and let the rest of us shoot 2 point bucks or better.  Thanks 
for all your hard work and look forward to seeing some of the great game wards you 
have in the hills. 

1205 The new ATV laws suck! 

1212 
I didn't hunt this year due to a motorcycle accident I wasn't recovered from. I think the 
lion season and great and should be continued as is. 

1228 

The web site was a helpful tool. The updates did not work as far as text messaging and 
calling in to check status was next to impossible. Recommend just using the web site 
for updates to check status on kill count. Also believe that the use of dogs should either 
be better regulated or allowed. People "used" dogs to track animals but not to "hunt" 
them. Either you can or cannot use dogs. 

1237 

i just think that it is odd that every year there are several lions taken in the first few days 
and then the rate of harvest slows down considerably. It makes me wonder if they are 
being hunted with dogs. are they the same hunters? 

1244 

Thankyou for the chance to spend more time outdoors in the Black Hills.  This is a very 
enjoyable time to be out hunting.  The season is set-up very well and gives a hunter alot 
of time to hunt if he chooses to be out.  Thanks for not allowing hunting with hounds, as 
this would take the ability to hunt out of the hands of the common hunter and make it 
into a professional dominated hunt.  I live in mountain lion country and I know that 
there is a harvestable number of lions, just by the sign that I see and the occasional 
sightings.  This hunt is an excellant way to give everyone that wants to try hunting them 
an opportunity.  Thanks, Marty Davis 

1247 
I feel that the use of tracking dogs should be considered for the next season. This was 
my first year hunting mountain lions and it was a blast. 

1252 

Until the state changes the law on hunting lions with dogs I will not be buying a license 
to hunt Mt. lions in South Dakota again. I would rather take my money to Wyoming or 
another state where the odds of harvesting a cat is much better. 

1254 
GOOD HUNT. LOTS OF FUN & EXCITEMENT. PEOPLE NEED TO STOP 
FEARING LIONS. 

1256 

There are definitely lions in the hills but the general public have to be aware that we 
have moved into their territory and we do not have to completely destroy them unless 
they prove to be a nuisance.   They are just trying to co-exist 

1259 
Once again had a good time. Got on some fresh tracks a couple times....exciting, good 
exersize but still have never seen a lyon in the wild......go figure. 

1260 
Great job increasing the Mt lion quota this year.  I feel that is should be at 100.      10 
years ago, I would hardly ever see any mt lion sign.  Now, I regularly see mt. lion sign 
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in the black hills, which I feel means that there are way too many of them.    I think 
there should be some mt lions in the hills, but we have way too many of them.    Keep 
up the good work.    Mike Twedt  Brookings 

1266 

I, along with many of my fellow hunters, feel that the GFP and it's biologists are "low-
balling" the number of cats with regard to numbers in the Black Hills.  We wish that 
someone would address this issue formally.  Many of us are becoming increasingly 
skeptical of GFP motives in this regard as well as  the number of cats touted.  Thank 
you for your attention. 

1268 

When you can call lions in with distress calls, there are too many lions!  I finally drew a 
BH deer tag this year and only hunted 2 days - only saw 13 total deer (no bucks).  
Hunted the same area 5 years ago and saw 40-50 deer a day.  It's also real smart to 
change the season so that only people w/ snowmobiles get a chance to hunt.  Ranchers 
w/ cattle can't get away to hunt in Jan. or Feb.  Change it back to Nov. so more of us get 
a chance - and put the limit up to 100 before the elk herd is also gone! 

1275 work and weather played a role in how few hunting days 

1278 

I enthusiastically support the decision by GF&P to remove the Lion season from the 
Black Hills Deer season for the following reasons: 1) Eliminate incidental or 
opportunistic kills by individuals engaged in other types of hunting. 2) Improve the 
chances of using fresh snow to track or locate Lions and/or recent Lion activity. 3) And 
to encourage sportsman to learn about this incredibly magnificent predator in order to 
understand it better.   I applaud the conservative approach the GF&P has taken in 
managing the emerging Lion population in the Black Hills. I appreciate the need to 
balance this efficient predator with other big game animals that Lions use as prey. I am 
concerned that we achieve the necessary balance between Lions, Deer, Elk, Bighorn 
Sheep, and other animals to sustain a healthy population of each for many reasons. 1) 
The availability of big game animals for hunter’s enjoyment. 2) The health and well 
being of the animals themselves. 3) The impact hunting has on our state and local 
economy. 4) And the enjoyment of all people in their own Black Hills experience.   I 
believe the GF&P has approached the Lion issue very cautiously, and I am very glad 
they have. I sympathize with the managers of our wildlife resources when they deal 
with extremists from both sides of this controversial issue. I feel very strongly that 
having Mountain Lions in the Black Hills is a product of evolution, and a return to a 
more natural state of balance. I also believe that in order to hunt and harvest an animal, 
you have to appreciate it, respect it, and love it a little bit. I further believe that it is 
essential to protect Lions in this area by continuing to manage them as a Big Game 
animal. This designation affords them protections they would not otherwise enjoy.   We 
can achieve a proper balance between Lions and other Big Game Animals. I strongly 
support the  use of hunting to help achieve this balance, and to protect and manage the 
diverse wildlife resources we all appreciate in South Dakota. 

1283 

I have only one comment. I think the GFP do a very good job with the game 
management in the state  of South Dakota and I would personally like to thank all of 
them . Hopefully the state legislators won't    take away any of ther tools to maintain the 
excellent job they have been doing.    Thank you     Mike Kroger 

1287 Double the number of tags next year. 
1294 In my opinion the lion season should go back to coinside with the deer season 

1298 

You need to take more lions, the deer fawn population in my county is way down. Or 
you need to stop taking does if you are going to continue feeding the lions.... One way 
or the other if you don't do something in the near future we won't have a deer 
population..... 

1311 Overall I am very satisfied with the structure of the season and harvest limits.  GF&P 
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has done a good job balancing interests, but I believe the limit can still be increased 
without adversely affecting the healthy population.    I am also very concerned about the 
attempts of anti-hunting groups to block legal hunting of cats in Custer State Park.  
Applying for, and getting tags to keep hunters from getting tags is no different than 
harrassing hunters lawfully taking game, which is against the law.  These groups are 
inhibiting the game management practices of the GF&P and need to be stopped. 

1312 

The Black hills are wonderful ,  i seen a lot  of sign  of big cats ,  found some dead  deer 
sites , while walking for my dad during elk season we came across a fresh  calf elk kill  
in the jay gulch area  , visit ed several times during his  elk season with Mike Apland  
Game warden here  dring checks ,  he had great insight on the   wildife in the northern 
hills ,  our  only problem was the snow , it was very deep and not being a spring chicken  
anymore made the hunt more  difficult  but  i had a wonderful  time  in my loved forest 
and will be applying next year AGAIN  for my MT lion Tag  Thanks  . 

1314 

The lion season should continue at the present level............when hunters are successful 
as they were this season with no tracking dogs there are too many lions.  With multiple 
births this animal will need continued hunting pressure.......maybe we will have a big 
horn sheep herd recovery and deer herd recovery in the hills.    Wolf sighting in central 
Pennington County...... 

1318 

there is too many lions. there was 47 lions killed in 52 days doesnt that say someting 
that is almost a cat a day last year it was 41 cats in 40 days.  that does not mean that the 
cat population is down cause the average is down it is because of road closeures, 
weather, and other activities going on.  the population of deer, elk, and other animals is 
down. why cant we get the cats down to a manageble number we have been stuck on the 
same number of cats for ever. why cant the gfp tell us that we have a problem and come 
clean with the public. when the deer and elk population is down then the revenu is 
going to be down . then the intrest of hunting is going to go down cause you wont see 
the wildlife. there is a problem it needs to change. 

1321 

I am disabled but still went out and tried calling. me and my hunting partner who is also 
60 and disabled had found one lion kill and we sat and called by it. we saw lots of tracks 
in the area we hunt but we cannot follow them because of or disabilities. we find wear 
traclks that are fresh crossing a road then set up as far as we can of the road set up our 
stools and either wear a white sheet or camo to hide us, use some lion scent and start 
calling. we may set for 3-4 hours at a setting. it is hard to hunt like the young guys but 
we do the best we can. one of these years we will get lucky and score. keep up the good 
work !!!!!!        ken murphy ; 

1324 

Usually very happy with lion season till this year when I found out how most people are 
getting lions, made me mad that the GFP just looks the other way when hunters say they 
were using dogs to hunt bobcats and then just accidently come across a mountain lion. 
People are not stupid, they are using them to hunt lions. 

1325 

Do not send me any more surveys.  I appreciate that you want to gather information and 
do no have a problem with those who want to fill it out.  But if I do not want to spent 
time on a survey do not try and force it on me. 

1329 

Please up the harvest quato to 125 lions next year.  I am due to draw a Unit 2 bull tag in 
the next couple years and if the elk and deer population continues to drastically fall, 
there will hardly be any elk left to hunt. 

1335 
If possible I would like to see the use of baits legalized. But other than that I really 
enjoyed my time spent in the woods. 

1339 

I would like to see dogs put to use for at least half of season or half of kill limit which 
ever comes first. Also I strongly think the kill limit should be fifty or better. I have 
hiked a lot of the hills and see tracks all over the place. They are out there but sneaky 
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little guys. Plus the season ends like a month early all the time! I would like to also see 
the tags for the park go to people who actually hunt lions instead of all the tree huggers!  
I mean come on we can kill 45 lions in a month state wide but we can't get 5 in the park. 
I know they are not sneakier in the park.just my 2 cents! I enjoy getting out and tracking 
these sneaky sneaky kritters!!!  Well thanx for another season an I can't wait till the next 
cause I'm gonna sneaky sneaky one next season: ) 

1348 

I am not familiar with the visual capacities of mountain lions, but it seems unnecessary 
and possibly disadvantageous to implement the blaze orange requirement during 
mountain lion season.  If mountain lions indeed have trichromatic vision, it could be 
highly hindering.  If they have dichromatic vision, it is obviously a moot point.  
However, if the main concern is safety, I fail to see why the blaze orange requirement 
was not in place during earlier seasons.  Also, I fail to recollect any reports of hunting 
incidents during the previous mountain lion seasons that were attributed to the blaze 
orange requirement or lack thereof.  Thanks for your attention and continued 
management efforts during this wonderful season.  The mountain lion season is an 
incredibly unique opportunity for South Dakota hunters and I am very grateful for the 
chance to take part in such an exciting management and conservation program in the 
SoDak hunting industry. 

1352 Thank you for giving us the opportunity to hunt lions. 

1357 

due to negative press about lion cubs being killed or orphaned would like to see 
firearms restricted to open sights only thus forcing people to get a little closer and have 
a better look. 

1358 

Fall River County has some disadvantages when trying to hunt Mt. Lions. Without the 
numerous trails and public roads to drive(ex. Forest Service) we are pretty much limited 
to walking the public hunting areas or getting permission from the landowners. As an 
owner of a small acreage I obtained a license to use while doing other activities around 
the place. There are most certainly lions in this county but the harvest results might 
indicate differently. I know of several "problem" cats dealt with from  friends and 
neighbors. The GF&P has a tough issue with trying to keep all sides satisfied! Keep 
giving the average person a chance to harvest one of these. Good Job!! 

1367 
Saw lots of lion tracks in the snow this year.  Most of the sets of tracks were single sets, 
indicating a mature (adult) lion. 

1370 

release more tags! there are only 50 elk in the park?! and i am pretty sure there were 
over a thousand elk in the park just a few years ago and the reason for the population 
drop is for sure the mountain lions 

1372 
Great hunt.  Keep it the same, or even more lions harvested.      I want a Custer State 
Park any elk tag before I die!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

1373 

There is no question in my mind that the harvest quota needs to be raised substantially. 
Of the 15 days I hunted, I was able to cut tracks on 12 of those days, with multiple sets 
of tracks observed on many of those days. (6 different sets was the most observed in 
one day).  I've watched the deer and elk numbers decline steadily in the past  5 years in 
the areas I hunted lions, and on many days I cut as many or more lion tracks than I did 
deer tracks. It is past time to take steps to reverse this situation and get some balance 
back into big game polpulations in the Black HIlls! 

1377 

I would like the GFP to stop releasing the weight of each cougar taken.  The media and 
the public doesn't need to know.  Release a range of weights or an average at the end of 
the season if you must release them.  Releasing that information isn't relavant.  It only 
fuels the anti-cougar movement.  Unfortunately, there are people that don't understand 
nature and the weights of each cougar just confuses their judgement.    I'm sorry, but 
you don't need to tag elk in Custer State Park to find out why the population is on the 
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decline.  I understand I'm going to site a study of one, but having a cougar jump on that 
cow elk when she fell to the ground should have answered any questions.  Study 
complete.  The article also stated that as the helicopters were searching for a group to 
tag, they noticed a group that was being chased by a cougar.  It would appear that 
predation is the cause of the elk population in the Park.  I do think that as biologists you 
should start releasing factual data to the public.  Stating that a cougar is a natural 
predator for deer and elk, might start to change the public's perception.      I think the 
season went well and I want to compliment the commision for setting the number at 45.  
Unfortunately, I didn't get a cougar I will continue to hunt them.  I have a great time just 
being in the outdoors searching for one.  I understand the GFP has a tough job 
managing this population and you take and abundance of criticism.  I dont' know of any 
other place in this country that has such diversity when it comes to hunting.  I 
appreciate that and the work you do. 

1385 

The Dept has failed to impact the lion population enought to protect the much more 
valuable Elk herd.  Your own statistics show drastic decreases in calf survival over the 
last 10 years.  When will you place biology ahead of politics and allow the use of dogs 
and an adequate harvest to control the population especially in the park?  I suppose 
when the Elk really crash hard or enough pets or even a child is taken then it will 
happen.  The dept should be proactive not reactive. 

1389 
Wanted to get out more just didn't have time.  Think having a mountain lion season is 
important.  Keep up the good work. 

1394 

Mountian lions need to be hunted. Its no good whe they kill a cat in someone garage. 
The next time it could be someone child. They need to be hunted.    "As for Custard 
State Park." You should have a lottery of the that of the hunters did not tag out (state 
wide tages) to reduce the population there.   Maybe the tree hugger and bunny love 
won't apply next year. I have no ill filling for them,but something need to be done in the 
park  too! 

1404 

Great  season!  Seemed like the snow pushed the cats lower in the hills this year making 
it harder for me to find Forest Service hunting grounds to hunt them on.  Did a ton of 
hiking and found tracks frequently, just not at the right time, being a day or so off.  Did 
not see a cat this year like I did last year.    While frustrated, I still feel the season was 
good and I look forward to trying again next year and hope to finally get one! We have 
plenty of cats in the hills still and I sincerely appreciate that we do not allow dogs, 
trapping or baiting to get our cats.  Its a true hunt and the way it should always be.    
Thanks again. 

1415 

During this season I noticed two cats or kittens that were taken. These hunters should be 
prosicuted  on these animals. These kittens were the size of a bob-cat and if they could 
not be sure of their target they don't need to be out there.  It was a good season and long 
enough to give everybody a chance to get out and hunt. Keep the dog hunters out of it ! 

1419 

I like the season the way it is currently set up and agree with the policy of "fair chase."    
For anyone that has seen a lion in the woods its a treat.  I saw one last spring off the 
Sheridan Lake road as I was doing some cabin inspections.  Needless to say it was a-
watching me long before I saw it moving up the hill.  Nice healthy adult. 

1430 I can't believe how much wildlife has disappeared in the blackhills. 

1434 

We hunted the second weekend in January and had never tried this before.  Weather as 
you will remember was less than ideal where we were and we will try again next year.  
Might be nice if some of the roads still were open to atv or snowmobile traffic just so 
we could get up to within a mile or two of a couple of the places we wanted to try.  
With the 6-10+ inchs of fresh snow on top of the exsiting, and below 0 temps, we 
snowshoed as much as my overweight body would allow but just couldn't get as far up 
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as we would have liked.  Thanks for asking my opinion. 

1438 

Allowing lions to thrive in SD is a gamble. If they cause to much damage to domestick 
animals such as horses, cattle, and pets, there will be reprocusions from the public. If 
loss of human life occurs, there will be greater negative reactions. I feel that the hunting 
season will temper public opinion> 

1442 You need to up the limit to 100 

1446 

The Custer State Park Mountain lion hunt needs to be opened up to more hunters and 
more lions need to be harvested in that area.  The price to do that hunt is about twice as 
high as it should be.  Eventually hunting dogs need to be allowed to be utilized in the 
mountain lion hunt.  I observed one hunter using two dogs and a snowmobile in the 
same exact area I was hunting for mountain lions. (9 miles west of Pringle, SD)  I did 
not stop and ask what he was hunting since he looked like he was in a giant hurry to 
conceal his dogs and leave the area. 

1449 
Thank you for trying to make the lion season the best it can be , far for us and also the 
cats . Again thank you 

1452 

I was very upset at the road closures that put many areas I would have hunted out of 
reach.  The NPS closure map was so poor that I found myself on closed roads by 
accident.  I got so fed up that I just quit hunting, it wasn't worth the headache to me. 

1454 
I enjoy hunting big game animals, regardless of the harvest. I wish I had more time to 
hunt them properly, and love the fact Mt. Lions are thriving in our forest. 

1455 

I THINK THIS IS A GREAT ADDITION TO SOUTH DAKOTA'S ALREADY 
TREMENDOUS HUNTING OPERTUNITIES.  WE HAD A BLAST EVEN BEING 
TERRIBLY INEXPERIENCED IN LION HUNTING,WE ALSO LEARNED A LOT 
ABOUT IT.  THANKS FOR THE OPERTUNITY!!!!! 

1456 

I found two lion kills and feel that the season should be longer.  I also feel that there are 
still too many lions in my area and that they will have an adverse effect on the deer and 
elk populations.  i would much rather have more deer and elk than lions. 

1459 
I believe the quota for upcomming seasons should be higher. With all the mountain lion 
sign I see when in the Black Hills there has to be more lions in the hills than esimated. 

1460 

being a disabled veteran hunter it was a lot better when the season was in october much 
easeier to get around. And did not have to deal with cheaters on snowmobiles and atvs. 
especilly where they were in closed aeras. 

1465 

There are too many lions in the Hills. Hunters killed that many lions in a short period of 
time without the use of dogs tells me there are to many. I have heard of and seen kills 
two of which were elk and I can't imagen how many deer and elk were killed by lions 
that nobody sees. Where I live I could stand on my deck in the summer and count 
between 30 and 40 deer 3or 4 years ago and last summer 5 or 6 would be closer. I enjoy 
watching deer and you never see a lion I wish the lions were all gone. Some day a lion 
that can't hunt right is going to grab a kid or someone and it will be a whole different 
story about acepting lions. 

1467 
Open Custer State park to a quote system with at least 100 tags issued.  Too many deer 
and elk are being killed both in and out of the park by lions. 

1472 

A lion took my daughters kitten in our front yard, as we watched.  While I understand 
that this is natural and will happen I do feel that we have a lion problem in the Black 
Hills.  I know many lion hunters in other states and have been told that the fact South 
Dakotans can take the number of lions each year that are taken without the use of dogs 
deminstrates just how bad the problem really is.  They simply can not believe anyone 
could be this sucessful if the number of lions were not overpopulated. 

1473 We see numerous tracks every year on our ranch and have had several sightings in the 
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past, the only way cats would be out on the prarie is because there are just too many of 
them. The GF&P killed a cat on the ranch to my east that was following the ranch hands 
on their 4-wheeler.     More licenses need to be issued 

1478 
I believe the overall numbers of lions need to reduced more than projections I have read 
or heard. 

1479 

I feel a larger concern than mountian lions killing game animals is them killing 
livestock, and that they are becoming less 'scared' and moving in closer to the house 
yard. 

1484 It was a great season and look forward to next year, hope I have more time to hunt 

1487 
I found mountain sign in several different areas but was unable to pursue the best 
opportunities due to an unrelated injury that made it impossible to hunt. Next year. 

1488 

The season structure is great. However I would like to see the "Location of kill" 
returned to the season status page on your website. Through trail cameras and 
observation I have a fair knowledge of the lions that frequent several areas. In the past I 
enjoyed being able to keep track of which cats might have been taken and which were 
still out there. It was of course not a sure thing but if I know a large male was taken 2 
miles from den 1 or den 3 there may be a good chance that it was the cat I was after and 
I could move on to another option and check cameras in a week or so to see it that cat 
returned. Every hunter that I know really missed being able to access this information 
this year. 

1497 
i believe that the mountain lion population is larger then said to believe i would highly 
recomend extending the number of lions killed. 

1504 

I really liked the Text updates on the number of kills but did not like when it hit the 
limit on texts and they stopped coming as frequently.  Liked hunting horseback into the 
no motorized areas.  Worked on my calling this year.  Ready for next season.  Liked the 
longer season due to the larger quota.  Man there must be a lot of lions out there. 

1513 

I really think you need to run the season with the deer season in November. Granted the 
cub issue is a valid point but, the lion population in the Hills is out of control.  I know 
you can defend the argument that it is not but I have been hunting the hills for 12 years 
and the population of wildlife is incredibly lower  than it was when I started big game 
hunting.  You agree by the rate of issued licenses and the changes you have made to the 
season.   I will probably sell our place in Hill City and discontinue hunting in the hills. 
It was a great experience but the change has been. I don't believe I have been able to 
harvest a deer in the past 3 or 4 years.  I know in 09, the only buck I saw as a mule deer 
and I had a white tail license. In the 5 days I hunted I never saw fewer deer in the hills... 
Good luck with your management of the hills... I think you are not doing very good. 

1515 

I feel that there are still to many cats in the hills and there needs to be more emphasis on 
getting the population in control.  I actully called in a Mt. Lion during deer season and 
saw a huge decline in my hunting area this year in overall deer population.  I spend 
about 60-80 days a year in the woods and have seen more sign in the last 4 years than in 
the pervious 15.  Just my thoughts, overall I think GF&P does their best to ensure 
habitat as well as populations for future generations. 

1518 

i blame the low elk numbers on the high lion population.  Elk are a more important 
source of food than lions. elk hunting in sd has a bigger economic benefit than lions.  
The mountain lion should be classified the same as a coyote.  A year around, shoot from 
your pickup, eradication season should be immediately implemented, nonresidents 
welcome and bring your dogs.  A furbearer stamp is the only requirement on your basic 
license.  Eliminate the tagging system.  I waited 10 years to hunt elk in the black hills 
with one of the lowest elk populations ever. What a ripoff. 
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1522 
Successful lion hunters should not be allowed to buy a tag for two years after their 
successful season. 

1523 
My work did not give me a chance to get out and hunt this year. But I still liked how 
you set up the text message system, Great JOB!!! 

1524 

In two days, within 4-5 miles of each other I cut 7 fresh lion tracks (of which at least 5-
6 were different cats).  I find it hard to believe that there is only 250 to 300 lions in the 
black hills, in fact I find unrealistic.  GF&P reputation is being questioned by many 
people in the black hills, no one believes they lion population estimates are that low.  I 
have talked with ranch owners in the hills and they talk about the days they used to have 
elk on their properties, but know they say the strong lion presence has pushed them 
away.  Tell the public the real population and lets work together to acquire a healthy 
population. 

1527 
I would like to see the number of collared lions killed included in the kill report that is 
provided to the public. 

1530 
I wish you would let the moutain lion season keep going until March 31, regardless of 
the count. Thank you. 

1531 
Black Hills National Forest roads need to be opened during the season. Many of the 
roads that I would have used to get to places where I could call were closed. 

1534 

I feel that there are to many Mountain Lions in the Blackhills. My family owns a cabin 
in and have hunted the Blackhills for over 25 years for Deer, Elk and Turkey. We have 
truly enjoyed the family hunts over the years and have always realized that we can not 
all fill our tags but, the big game in the hills are gone.  We have seen a tremendous 
decline in their populations in the last 6-7 years.    Many times when we are close to our 
cabin we have seen Mountain Lions just sitting on the road. There are only a few deer 
near us and we have not seen elk, big horn sheep, mountain goats or turkey in our valley 
for some 3-4 years, which we always saw in years past. We have decided to not hunt the 
Blackhills anymore for Big Game and will have to turn our interest towards other states. 
I know we are a small number with only 11 hunters but, I know there are many families 
we hunt with that will be doing the same. Something just has to be done to bring back 
the Big Game populations. 

1535 Tell Nancy Hilding to stick it.  You are doing a fine job managing the Mt. Lions. 

1537 

No doubt, I could live in an area where mountain lions live, but, I have children.  I live 
in Platte, SD.  On Feb. 13th, a pastor in our community spotted a mountain lion in his 
back yard on the North end of town.  On Feb. 10th , a lady getting ready for work at 
4:10 a.m. spotted a mountain lion and a cub half a block North of our elementary school 
that walked underneath a yard light.  Obviously, our community is concerned. 

1540 

RAISE THE QUOTA ON MOUNTAIN LIONS THERE ARE TOOOOO MANY IN 
THE HILLS CURRENTLY... THEY KILL TOOO MANY DEER, TURKEYS AND 
ELK... 

1550 

My two Sons Anthony and RIchard did not have time to hunt this season as well.  
Weather and other events kept us out of the field.  We wanted to go hunting, just didn't 
have time.  Thanks 

1551 

I didn't get to hunt lions at all this year because I suffered an injury, but it's obvious how 
fast the quota gets filled that we have an overpopulation problem with lions in the Hills.  
Most people would figure the quota would be hard to achieve without the use of dogs 
but this shows the population is higher than anybody could of imagined.  The Black 
Hills are becoming very populated with people and it will come to a point where a lion 
takes down a kid then people will realize the population needs to be controlled even 
more, or they need to be eliminated all together.    There is no need for them, they will 
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destroy the elk & deer populations ( they actually already have where I bow hunt, I've 
watched lions chase and kill deer in my hunting area) and I find numerous dead 
carcasses.    Ron 

1554 

would like to see GF&P publish sveral different surveys from various sources  on 
Mountain Lion Populations in the Black Hills. I feel the number GF&P publishes is 
wrong.During the past season i witnessed 3 different sets lion tracks in an area less then 
1 square mile and I know that at least 4 lions have been harvested out of this area in the 
last 2 seasons. 

1558 

I HAVE HUNTED DEER AND ELK IN THE BLACK HILLS SINCE 1973.  
DURING THAT TIME I HAVE OBSERVED FLUCTUATIONS OF HUNTING 
OPPORTUNITIES, BUT NOTHING HAS AMAZED ME MORE THAN THE 
DECREASE  IN DEER AND ELK LICENSES DURING THE LAST FEW YEARS.  
(THE 2010 BLACK HILLS HIGH-POWER DEER SEASON WAS THE FIRST 
YEAR THAT I WAS NOT SUCCESSFUL IN DRAWING A TAG SINCE 1973).      I 
STARTED NOTICING A HUGE INCREASE IN THE MOUNTAIN LION 
POPULATION ABOUT 10 YEARS AGO.  DURING THAT TIME I HAVE ALSO 
NOTICED A DECLINE IN THE DEER, ELK, SHEEP AND MOUNTAIN GOAT 
POPULATION.  THIS DECLINE HAS ACCELERATED DRAMATICALLY 
DURING THE LAST 3 YEARS.    FROM 1973 THROUGH 2000 I OBSERVED 1 
(ONE) MOUNTAIN LION. SINCE THAT TIME I HAVE SEEN MANY.  SINCE 
2006 I HAVE SEEN AS HIGH AS 5 (FIVE) IN ONE DAY, WITH OTHER 
SIGHTINGS OF 3 (THREE) AND 2 (TWO) ON NUMEROUS DAYS.  I SAW 3 
(THREE) THIS LAST YEAR JUST DURING THE TIME FRAME OF AUGUST TO 
MID-SEPTEMBER.  THESE SIGHTINGS WERE ALL DAY-TIME OCCURANCES.   
WHILE HUNTING LIONS THIS YEAR IT WAS VERY EVIDENT THAT THE 
DEER POPULATION IS VERY LOW.  INSTEAD OF SEEING HUNDREDS ON AN 
EVENING DRIVE I NOW SEE A HANDFUL, AT BEST.  I OBSERVED NO ELK 
DURING THE THREE WEEKS I HUNTED LIONS AND ONLY A FEW BIGHORN 
SHEEP.     THE POPULAR OPINION IN THE BLACK HILLS IS THAT THERE 
ARE WAY TOO MANY LIONS.  THIS IS NOT JUST FROM HUNTERS, IT IS THE 
OPINION THAT I GET FROM ALMOST EVERYONE I TALK TO.  THE BIGGEST 
QUESTION IS WHY THE SOUTH DAKOTA GFP IS NOT REDUCING THE LION 
HERD TO A LEVEL THAT HAS LITTLE OR NO IMPACT ON THE DEER, ELK, 
ETC. POPULATIONS.    WHAT PRACTICAL PURPOSE IS THERE IN A LARGE 
MOUNTAIN LION POPULATION?    I AM SURE THE SD GFP WILL HAVE TO 
DO SOMETHING, SOONER OR LATER.  WHAT WILL IT TAKE?  WHAT IS 
GOING TO HAPPEN WHEN THE GAME POPULATIONS ARE LOW ENOUGH 
THAT THE LIONS START ''HUSKING-OFF'' RANCHER'S CALVES?  WILL THE 
GAME COMMISSION SIT UP AND TAKE NOTICE THEN?    THE LAST THING I 
WOULD LIKE TO SAY IS ABOUT A TALE A FRIEND IN RAPID CITY TOLD ME 
ABOUT.  A FEW YEARS AGO HE AND HIS WIFE WERE EATING BREAKFAST 
AND WHILE DOING SO NOTICED A RABBIT EATING SOME VEGETATION IN 
THEIR GARDEN.  THE HUSBAND REMARKED TO HIS WIFE THAT HE WAS 
GOING TO ''TRY TO GET THAT RABBIT'' SO IT WOULD NOT DAMAGE THEIR 
GARDEN. THOSE WORDS WERE BARELY OUT OF HIS MOUTH WHEN A 
MOUNTAIN LION LEAPT OVER THEIR BACKYARD FENCE AND KILLED THE 
RABBIT, THEN LEFT THE SAME WAY IT HAD ENTERED.  THIS HAPPENED A 
FEW BLOCKS EAST OF THE HOSPITAL. 

1577 
the mountain lion harvest limit needs to be raised to help the Deer and Elk population.  I 
hunt other big game in an area where the Deer and Elk population used to flourish.  I 
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agree with most of the SDGFP's theory on keeping the Deer and Elk population healthy, 
except I don't think you realize how big of an impact the mountail lion population has 
damaged the other big game animal populatins.  In the last couple years I have come 
accross more and more mountain lion kills.  and it seems like you are not going to act 
on this untill it is too late.  If a person was able to hunt with dogs you could be more 
accurate with the # of Female and Male cats harvested to better control numbers. 

1582 

Did not get a chance to get out and hunt this year due to weather and scheduleing 
conflicts. I do like that fact that SD is yet to let hounds be used, and that they are 
keeping the price of tags to a low cost and open to everyone that applies. I am 
undecided on the new dates. I liked the fact that when it was in the fall you could do it 
with another season. However I am a avid predator hunter, and also enjoy gettting out 
during that time of year to do the hunting, and believe that the likelyhood of snow cover 
is greater and believe that this will make lion hunting easier for those less experienced 
in that particular type of hunting. 

1583 

Tough season due to days off and then hard weather on the weekends. Overall I am very 
satisfied with the hunt, it is as good as you make it. I am in the woods alot, almost daily 
with my work and I know that we really have an impact happening on the elk and deer 
population due to predation. I see alot of kill sites, alot of tracks, there are alot of cats 
out there. I believe that there is a significant change in the Parks elk numbers as well. I 
have seen a serious change in the Sheep herd around Hill City as well. Some is due to 
other pressures but we need to be honest on what the cats are doing to that herd.  I get 
the feeling that the status of those herds is really not honestly reported. Not a snipe at 
you guys but we need to be very clear and honest on what is happening regardless of 
what the political climate or feel gooders say. Follow the science and the truth 
emerges... Keep up the good work. 

1586 

I am glad the number of lions that were able to be harvested this year was raised from 
last year. I hunt deer in the northern black hills and have not seen many deer the last 
few years as compared to years prior to that. I'm not sure if that is due to the long 
periods of deep snow or too many lions around. I hope the deer numbers increase. 

1588 

I would recommend that our state utilize someone other than a ailurophile (cat lover) to 
determine the mountain lion harvest quotas.      I saw two different groups of 3 
mountain lions totalling 6 and was not able to harvest one due to the regulation stating 
that it is not legal to shoot one if it is in a group.  Let me tell you this please...... There 
are so many more mountain lions that exist in the hills and surrounding that we will 
never overcome their repopulation using the current quota data.    These lions are 
traveling in groups now as many trail camera pictures are showing, and have been  
existing on smaller ranges than normal cat populations, due to the food sources 
available (which are dramatically declining).  It does not take a very intelligent person 
to understand that the number of lions shot (47 lions killed in 51 days) (without dogs) 
equates to a HUGE PROBLEM!      47 mountain lions shot by hunters NOT using dogs 
or bait is a RED FLAG!  Please come to grips with that and reconsider the "estimates" 
obtained through the "lion specialist" at SDSU.  26 females is certainly NOT 25% of the 
existing breeding female population in the Black Hills.  Those who believe it to be are 
gravely mistaken.    For simplicity sake lets say it is 25% of the breeding population..... 
which leaves 78 breeding females.    Those 78 females will have a total of 190 
(conservative number) kittens every two years (again a conservative number).  The 
equates to over 250 new mountain lions in just two years.  Again, understand that this is 
a very low estimate and the actual number would put over a thousand mountain lions in 
the Black Hills today.    This is simple compounding math which started many years 
ago and was selectively ingnored by those people who thought the mountain lions in SD 
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had a "300 mile range" which is rediculous.     We will continue to see the numbers of 
game animals like deer, elk, mountain goats, and big horn sheep decline even more.  
Hunters have spent millions of dollars to grow these animal populations only to see 
them decline so dramatically that the opportunities to hunt them are dwindling or non-
existant.      The conclusion to be made is that there needs to be an open season to 
harvest mountain lions with the aid of dogs for a two year period and then re-evaluate 
after that time.  The population would be reduced to a manageble size and then evaluate 
whether dogs should continue to be allowed.    It is very sad to see the tremendous 
reduction in the big game animal numbers in the Black Hills and surrounding areas, due 
to the over-population mountain lions.  A question to be asked is......  does the 
opportunity to hunt and harvest mountain lions outway the number of people who 
would like to hunt elk, deer, mountain goats, big horn sheep, turkey?  Please consider 
how much money and effort has been spent to grow the big game populations over 
several decades and to see those opportunities dissapear due to the number of predators 
needing to fill their stomachs and those of their offspring. 

1591 

I believe that the hunting season should be moved back to begin in late Nov. The jan. 
1st openning is too late. The immense snow conditions in the Northern hills where I 
have a cabin prohibit hunting unless you have snow shoes or go by snow mobile. 
Moving it to late Nov. gives one a chance to hunt without fighting all the snow. 

1593 

I was dissappointed to find most of the back roads closed to wheeled traffic, this made it 
almost impossible for me to get wihtin a walking distance of most of the areas I wanted 
to hunt. It seems as if this is another ploy of anti-gun, anti-hunting thinking, we have the 
hunting seasons but then shut down the acess the the areas. 

1595 glad they increased the numbers this year. 
1600 due to weather never had a chance to go. 

1603 

My last mountain lion tag was a couple of years ago.  I was able to spend quite a bit of 
time in the hills and really enjoyed it.  My mountain lion hunting plans were interupted 
this year by the addition of a new little girl to our family. Hopefully I will have more to 
add to your survey next year. 

1606 

It's a disappointment to see hunter's so desperate to kill a mountain lion that 5 and 6 
month old lions are being taken. I know the regulations only specify no spots and only 
lone lions, but 33lb. lions should be a little embarrassing. I know as a hunter, I sure 
would be. I believe, if hunting with dogs, it would give inexperienced hunters a better 
chance to observe and decide on a mature lion. Dogs may also help in taking possible 
"problem" lions. 

1608 

The heavy snow made hunting more difficult this year, so I never got out as many times 
as I wanted to. I also think there are more cats than we think, when 2 a day are being 
shot, the population has to be plentiful. I have seen some articals about the elk 
population decreasing considerably in the past several years and I think that the cats 
have a hugh impact on that. I think the limit should be increased again for next year to 
get the population under control. 

1610 There are too many lions and the season should run with deer season 

1612 

I do not like the fact that the license fee went up this year. It seems anytime there is 
something benificial ( like a inexpensive license fee) to us hunters, you guys have to 
screw it up by increasing it. I would like to hear your reasoning behind the increase. 

1615 

I would like to see more information published to the GF&P website on the results of 
the biologists' research on these animals. Just from simple deduction of facts that I 
know about Mt. Lions, education in Wildlife Management, and the statistics from the 
2011 season, I've come to wonder if the estimations are off. I'm not saying that they are, 
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I'm just saying that it is arguable. Mountain lions are solitary animals and they are 
smart. So if there are only 300 some of them, then how is it that the the hunters can go 
out there and kill so many so quickly. Are the ones here stupid or are there just more out 
there then we think? I hear frequently that GF&P has collared another cat, I'm sure there 
are quite a few collared by now, so why isn't information that they are getting from this 
study being released to the public? I'd just like to know what they know or at least know 
how they have come to their conclusions. With that said I'd like to thank you all for the 
work you do, I certainly appreciate our GF&P staff and their conservation efforts in SD. 

1617 

The hunting was a fun experience as always it's not always about having to kill an 
animal.  The only problem i really have is that especially on forest service or other 
government owned lands is the over kill of atv riders.  even when gates are closed you 
always run into off roaders that are continually disoberying the law and riding were ever 
they want and it's a reall pain in the butt especially when you follow the rules walk into 
an area and sit down to call or walk an area and than here comes a bunch of atv's riding 
around and it's in an area thatis gated off.   I run into this same thing during black hills 
deer season.     I will say that i enjoy off roading just as much as the next person but, 
when the signs say closed to motor vehicle travel thats what it means.    thats the only 
complaint i have on any of the hunting i've done this past year or other years.    Lee rude

1619 Keep up the good work on managing our wildlife. 
1627 We saw the tracks of one mother cat and two kittens. 

1629 
I feel there are too many mountain lions in the Black Hills when hunters can kill 45 
cats, without using dogs, in such a short period of time. 

1642 GF&P is doing a great job managing the lion hunt. 

1647 

Thanks for the opportunity to fill out your questionnaire.......I do feel that the mountain 
lion quota should be increased as I don't feel that your records are accurate to the 
mountain lion population. Although I did not hunt actively I do see a large number of 
tracks and kills. even after two cats had been taken in the hwy 385 area between the 
sugar shack and hwy 44 intersection. 

1652 

South Dakota was able to set a quota at 45 lions overall and Wyoming was able to set 
their season at 50 Lions overall.  It looks like both states filled the maximum amount of 
lions with 5 left to be harvested from CSP.  It seems like the quota increases every year 
and successfully gets filled.  This tells me that there are more lions out there than most 
are led to beleive.  Let the season go all of February and see what happens. 

1653 

I also have a home in Custer County near Pringle. We found fresh tracks and remnants 
of deer legs on our property within 100 yards of the house.  I believe the increase in 
licenses is a good move. I would also support hunting lions with hounds. 

1657 

Because the mountain lion is such a magnificent animal, I feel that it is often 
misunderstood. A absolute predator that needs to be controlled and contained to areas in 
the wilderness. With the high increase of deer population a relocation program across 
the state might be a good idea 

1659 
Not much really.  Need to be out there to harvest one and the snow was just too deep to 
get where I knew where they would be. 

1660 
I would like to see an education class for Mountain Lion licensing, similar to the 
bowhunter education courses 

1672 
It was an overall decently organized season. i would like to see the use of dogs and the 
quota increased in future seasons. 

1676 
I really liked the idea of the text updates, but wished that it would have been more 
consistantly updated. 

1684 I only purchased the liscense in the event that a lion could be harvested on land that I 
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own or operate here in Gregory County. 

1685 

I believe that an aggressive hunting program for Mountain Lions is the best solution for 
citizens, ranchers, pet owners, and the lion population itself.  Lions need to be afraid of 
man and not see man as a  neutral animal in the wild, or God forbid, a prey animal.      
My lion hunting effort  has been for one purpose;  that was:    1.  convince my rancher 
friends that I'm  doing them a service  by hunting lions.  2.  convince the local lion 
population that man is dangerous as hell.  3.  reduce  the local lion population by one, if 
the opportunity presented  itself.  4.  create a subject of conversation for non-hunters 
that wish to talk about lions. 

1688 

Based on the amount of lion sign I see and the ease with which hunters in South Dakota 
harvest lions, without the use of dogs, I believe we have an excessive population of 
mountain lions.    Also, based on the few elk calves seen with cows this past year, I 
strongly suspect that the elk population, as well as the deer population is suffering from 
excessive predator numbers. 

1699 
I'm glad there is now a season. I think the elk population and sheep are suffering from 
over kill by lions and I also think their numbers are underestimated. 

1702 

The signs of mountain Lions in the Black Hills has enormously multiplied since, I 
began hunting as a small boy. I am concerned that the number of mountain lions in the 
hills is at rate that is killing our deer herds and elk herds and making breeding rates 
dwindle. When we are killing 47 lions in 53 days this is telling me that our estimated 
population of lions is innaccurate, or that you really have no idea how many lions are in 
the hills! Also without dogs we kill three in one day, come on. I am an avid hunter and 
put in for every tag that I can get for the hills! There is not a day that goes by with fresh 
snow that I do not see either a track or scat full of hair! I unfortunately have tried 
everything legal to harvest a lion since 2005 and have been unsuccessful, but have had 
over 6 sightings of lions during other seasons when I am not allowed to harvest! I love 
to follow the elk herds around the Black Hills and have noticed a significant population 
drop! I have heard stories from people working in your organization that populations 
are being effected and that lions are getting out of control! When i am hearing this from 
the people that are in control of my favorite sport, and that I support from putting in for 
every tag and in the taxes I pay it concerns me greatly! I support game Fish and Parks 
fully please do not allow the negative supporters of lion hunting to control numbers and 
populations of our deer and elk herds. I do not have the answers but will continue to 
support you and the season, but we need to consider the riseing numbers of lions before 
more hunting tags are dropped, or a human is attacked! The minorites like PETA should 
not effect the majority! Thanks and good luck 

1703 
some of the mountain lions could be thinned out in Custer State park and Wind Cave.  
They are killling a lot of the elk. I'm not happy about people killing very young lions. 

1704 

I thoroughly enjoyed hunting for mountain lions this year and I am looking forward to 
next year as well. I only had a chance to hunt for 6 days due to work but i had a great 
experience learning all i could before hand and experiencing the hunt itself. I would 
gladly hunt the entire season and not harvest anything. I relish this opportunity to hunt 
mountain lions and i appreciate everything GF&P does. 

1705 
It's nice to have a few lions but let's keep them thinned down so that they don't ruin 
South Dakota Sportman's chance's of hunting deer and elk for future years. Thanks 

1710 

We as hunters and wildlife conservationists need to find a way to prove to all the 
ignorant dumbasses apposed to the Mountain lion season that there are plenty of cats 
around and its our job as responsible outdoorsmen to control this rapid growth of South 
Dakota Mountain Lions. Some type of action needs to be taken to get our point accross. 
I think this season in very well layed out and i always look forward to the Cat Season. 
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Thanks for all the oppertunities offerd by the GFP. 

1712 

I would like to see the Black Hills mountain lion population kept at well below carrying 
capacity.  I think maintaining good deer and elk populations in the Black Hills is more 
important than maintaining a lion population at or above carrying capacity. 

1717 I think we should be able to use dogs to track them.  I dont know why were not allowed. 

1720 

season is only open during the coldest time of the year. this is too hard on a lot of 
people to hunt, esp. if you are older. having the season earlier like before is much better. 
if you don't change it, this will be my last season. 

1721 
i think the season should go back to the season in the fall and as much sign i think you 
should harvest more 

1727 should be able to use dogs 

1732 
Including East river in the hunt was a plus. Maintalning lion numbers is a must and I 
think the department is doing a fine job. Keep the activist out of So. Dak. thank-you. 

1733 
I AM CONCERNED ABOUT THE LION COUNTS CONDUCTED BY GFPD.I 
FEEL THEY ARE INACCURATE. i 

1735 

I AM CONCERNED THAT THERE ARE STILL TO MANY LIONS IN HILLS 
SEEMS LIKE TO TAKE THE AMOUNT OF LIONS DOES NOT TAKE THAT 
LONG WHITCH MAKES ME THINK THAT THERE IS STILL TO MANY LEFT 
OUT THERE AND I LOVE TO HUNT IN HILLS AND I AM CONCERNED THAT 
THE AMOUNT OF LIONS IN HILLS ARE VERY HARD ON OUR OTHER 
WILDLIFE LIKE THE ELK AND DEER POPULATIONS AND MAYBE SHOULD 
INCREASE AMOUNT OF LIONS TAGS EVEN MORE THANKS 

1736 

alot of people might complain about the lions in the hills . I have been hunting the lion 
for five of the hunting seasons and i know i have been very close to them, I have yet to 
see one! I have put in 63 days of hunting and i wouldn't call myself a slack hunter. I'm 
not looking for pitty but it would sure be nice to see one someday.      you guys are 
doing a great job thank you 

1742 

I researched about mt.lions befor I traveled to the hills for my hunt,even though I 
understand I can hunt where I live(state wide tag).I constantly checked the status of 
lions taken daily.What I noticed was the number of younger lions taken(age 6 
months).I'm sure that one needs to act quickly in order to get a shot at a lion befor it 
disappears from sight,not giving the hunter time to decide the age of the lion.I knew that 
if I had the chance to guesstimate the age befor pulling the trigger,I would not have on a 
younger lion.I would like to see a colored sheet of different aged lions with my license 
for reference.I believe age shows in the face of most animals besides body weight.There 
where some young lions that were very healthy by weight! Yet there was an old female 
that wasn't. Is there a reason why we dont get to see where each current lion is 
taken(pinpoint) until the following year?Are there areas that residents would like to see 
more hunters?  I never seen the lion I was tracking ,but I'm positive he watched me by 
the photos I took of where he changed dirrection ,layed facing back the way he just 
came, and now understanding the way he hunts! 

1743 

We have far to many lions in the hills and they should be hunted by any means that 
lowers their numbers, possibly even to the point of controlled poisoning. The number of 
lions is grossly underestimated and need to be lowered as soon as possible.  To have 
this many lions taken this quickly, without dogs, is amazing. 

1745 I would not want to see the number of lion tags decreased. 

1747 

mt lions (I suspect)  have killed most of our whitetails. we used to have 100's in our 
neigborhood, now we have only very few.  I think the same can be said for bighorns, 
goats & elk.  Too many lions! 
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1749 
I think it should be legal to use dogs to hunt ans pursue mountain lions in South Dakota.   
That is all.  Thanks 

1757 

I think the lion population is greater than the GFP realized or didnt want to publisize.  
While deer hunting last fall in  the black hills it was worst year in 15 yrs I've been 
hunting in the hills for seeing deer or elk.  We hunted lions mainly in Custer county. 
This was my  first year hunting lions.  I learned alot.  I hope the season was successful 
in killing enough cats.  I also hope that the state doesnt legalize the use of dogs for the 
lion hunt, since I think this will commercialize it to much.  If that would happen I would 
prolly not be able to hunt them again.  Over all I had a great time hunting and learning 
how cats think.  The tides had turned during our hunt and we were being hunted by the 
cat we were tracking. 

1758 Continue the mountain lion hunting season. 

1759 
We have a lot of lions in my opinion. GFS should manage Loins like other big game, 
you know what you are doing. Stop playing politics. Thank you 

1766 

This survey was obviously designed with political objectives instead of what is best 
overall for the people of South Dakota.  The elk and deer poplulations, along with 
bighorn sheep and goats are getting decimated so we can bring back what our 
forefathers spent decades trying to eradicate?    Where is the "Cost/benefit analysis" on 
how much is spent on elusive yet destructive predators versus the enjoyment of seeing 
elk, deer, antelope, bighorn sheep, and all of the other "Prey" animals by many?  How 
much revenue is the game & fish department going to lose because there are fewer 
licenses available?    Lets do what is right for South Dakota and the people who live 
here, and not worry about the special interest groups from afar.    One could argue that 
influenza is a "Natural" part of our environment, but I don't think that anyone would 
mind keeping it in remote areas where it has a minimal effect on the majority of the 
population. 

1771 
We have worked too hard to build the big horn sheep, elk and deer in the hills to watch 
the big cats take them out. 

1774 

Only hunters are paying for the Mt. Lion research being done in the hills; Only hunters 
should have a say in deciding the appropriate management plan for them! We have a 
problem!! Way to many Cats!!!! Must we wait until the rest of the game is gone?  In my 
opinion that will greatly increase the probability of human attack. Don't let the political 
BS get in the way of doing the right thing. Taking 45 cats a year doesn't even begin to 
swing the pendulum in the right direction. 

1777 
Good season, still a llarge number of cats in the hills seeing we killed 45 cats in 50 
days. I like the current hunting methods, do not want to see dogs used for cat hunting. 

1780 

I am very disappointed in GF&P's attempt to manage the Moutain Lion population here 
in the hills. As a business owner, we have felt the impact of our Elk herds, Deer herds, 
and several other wildlife declining because of the huge Mountain Lion population we 
now have. GF&P should have been pro-active instead of reactive to the problem! We 
wouldn't be in the situation we are in today if it would have been handle differently.   
Saying that there are only 250-300 lions in the hills is a complete joke! Even your 
officers that come into our business know that that is not true! Why don't you guys 
listen to your guys in the field instead of some Biologist that doesn't even live here.  
Unfortunately someone is going to get attacked or killed by a Mountain Lion, and then 
we "will have a problem"! Hopefully it is not a child or tourist! Or anyone for that 
matter! Something needs to be done before this happens, because it will happen!  We 
have also had several people tell us that they are now seeing Wolves in the Hills. How 
long is GF&P going to wait before they start doing something about them? Are you 
going to wait, just like you did with Lions,until we have a problem?   There has got to 
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be a better way to take care of the Lions so that we can have a good balance of Wildlife 
in the Black Hills. I want my children to be able to enjoy the same experience of 
hunting as I did when I was growing up! If we stay on the track we are on now, that is 
going to be a thing of the past! 

1782 

I believe the lions are very hard on the game animals especially the bobcats and deer 
also the porcupines are practically  exterminated out of the hills. and the bobcat 
population has really been hurt. I think there could be a few more licence sold.   who 
bought the park licences ??   no kills?? 

1785 

They need to allow for the use of dogs in Custer State Park.  It is a closed system and 
the hunt type is different than outside the Park.  It is a management hunt in CSP.  I am 
opposed to using lions outside the park. 

1789 

I am concerned about the safety of my daughters rodeo horses. We live at Antelope 
Creek and seem to have alot of wildlife activity down here. I saw a cat at 3:00 in the 
afternoon in middle december at 80 yards and it did'nt bother him a bit. He seemed to 
hang out for about a month, then gone.      You can contact me by phone if you want 
any more info.    Scotty Lind  605-223-9513 .THANX ! 

1792 

Overall satisfied with the mountain lion season and regulations.  Suggest that once a 
person kills a lion they be required to wait three to five years before they can purchase 
another lion license. 

1795 

We now have anti-hunters buying lion tags for the Custer Park season,this is their legal 
right.It would also be Game Fish &Parks legal right to require anyone receiving a big 
game license to complete a hunter safety course...anyone...any age...no exceptions. 
THATS FAIR!  As a side note I think anyone caught baiting or otherwise cheating 
while lion hunting should suffer a public flogging...just my opinion. 

1797 

I do agree that a "viable" lion population is great for game diversity, and that we can 
live in harmony with the lions....that is if they are kept in check, and at a population ( an 
honest population number ) that the area will hold, and without seeing the dramatic 
decrease in game animals that we are seeing.  I hunted in the closed to road traffic 
areas/winter range near the Dalton/Piedmont areas....I saw 8 different sets of lion tracks, 
very few deer, and NO ELK TRACKS!!  This is the winter range, and the area where I 
used to always see elk or tracks....that speaks volumes, I just hope someone at the 
GF&P is listening!!  I have friends getting game cam pics of lions in their residential 
neighborhoods, and at least one of the lions was killed within 400 yards of my old 
neighborhood in Sturgis.  Please start doing what is right by the GAME, not what is 
right politically and begin to truly reduce these lion numbers so we will be able to enjoy 
the rest of the game animals that the Hills used to offer, especially the elk, big horns, 
and mountain goats. 

1798 

I have returned to South Dakota from Texas to find that the increased mountain lions 
have overtaken, and thinned out deer, and elk in my beloved Black Hills.  I believe we 
need a certain number of lions, but they have grown to numbers that do not support the 
numbers of deer and elk.  Dalton lake area use to thrive, and after two fresh snow falls I 
struggled to find any tracks, that did not belong to a lion or a pair.  I believe in 
Conservation, and think that the Mountain Lions of the Black Hills have grown to 
numbers to great for the Black Hills. Thanks for your time, and God Speed. 

1799 

Way too many cats. I love hunting them and have killed 2 in the past three years 
without trying that hard. The deer and elk are decimated, the sheep are taking a hard hit 
and the goats are non-existant. When our populations absolutely crash, the blame will 
be squarely on the GF&P. I am sure you will try to blame other factors, but we will 
remember that you protected the cats and kept the quotas artificially low because of 
polotics and let it happen. You will have a very difficult time re-gaining the trust of the 
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sportsmen after you've been lying to us for years regarding lion numbers. So go ahead 
and continue appeasing the bunny huggers, but when licence revenues dry up after our 
deer and elk herds collapse, you'll be out of jobs because of lack of funding. Poetic 
justice at the expense of hunters. 

1800 

There appeared to be a lot more active hunters this year.  Areas we had to ourselves 2 
and 3 years ago often had 2 to 6 cars parked where people had hiked in.  This occured in 
a few different areas, 5 to 20 miles out of Rapid City.  There was still alot of lion tracks 
out there...Kept missing them by 2 to 5 days. 

1801 I think the use of dogs would make for a more selective harvest of mature cats. 

1813 
I think SD should allow hunters to use dogs to hunt lions.  You could better control the 
taking of females. 

1814 To many lions, elk and deer numbers are down. 

1815 

I have worked with and talked to many GFP biologists about the mountain lions in the 
hills and I was told that we are kicking young cats out of the hills all the way to 
Oklahoma and Wisconsin. I am a wildlife biology major and I dont believe this should 
be the case. We have too many cats for the black hills to sustain or we wouldn't be 
kicking them out like this. I think the quota should be raised and possibly dogs used. I 
think the quota should be raised before dogs installed, because this season it didnt take 
much time at all to hit the quota. Dogs would also bring income into the state because of 
people outfitting dogs to help kill a cat. 

1816 

I was dissapointed that two or three of the lions killed were barely out of the crib.  I 
understand that it is sometimes difficult to tell if a lion is old enough to be hunted, but 
33 pounds, come on, these hunters shoudn't be in the woods.  One of these could be 
considered a mistaken identity, but not two or three. 

1817 
The game biologists that I encountered we're not very friendly but the game warden was 
very friendly and helpful 

1820 

I was glad to see that the increased quota was met this year, and would like to see it 
increaed again.  I believe there are still too many lions in the hills, and even though 
some hunters shot very young lions it looks like the rest of the harvest were mature and 
in good health.  this was my first year at it and it bacame obvious to me that this hunt 
requires a lot of time and scouting, more than I had scheduled for it.  Next year I will 
have the required time to harvest one. 

1821 
I think you need to do the Custer State Park liscense different as you probably can see.  
thanks 

1823 

I feel the cat population is to high, and the quota needs to raised. The deer in my area 
has dramatically declined. Plus the small herd of elk is gone.The vegatation and water 
supplies are great. The change is we are seeing more cats and signs of cats. 

1825 

I had a wonderful hunt this year. I followed a couple of different sets of tracks but was 
unable to succeed in filling my tag. One lion was too far ahead of me to catch up with 
before darkness fell; the other set of tracks ended up joining another and so I had to let 
the two of them go.     I have developed the utmost of respect for these amazing and 
intelligent predators. They are like no other animal I have hunted before.  If I can have 
experiences like I did this year I will keep hunting mountain lions forever, even if I 
never succeed in filling my tag. That is not the reason why I hunt.     I understand the 
controversy and how some of the public may disagree with mountain lion hunting. I 
sincerely appreciate how GFP takes a balanced view of maintaining a healthy mountain 
lion population while respecting different points of view.     Thank you for all of your 
efforts and for allowing this hunt to take place.     I look forward to next year. 

1831 I did purchase a mountain lion license, but did not hunt in the Black Hills for them. I 
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purchased the license as I am a landowner and in case on sighting one I would be able 
to harvest it. 

1832 
I only caught a glimpse of the two lions this season. The tracks appeared to be a female 
& her young i am assuming. 

1835 
I am very happy with the mountain lion season we have.I just didnt have the time to 
hunt this year. 

1838 

I am somewhat concerned about the proximity of lions and lion sign near urban areas 
and city limits....also would like to see the season to start in November because mqany 
areas I hunt are not accessible in January and February and many lions in those areas.. 

1843 

i did find a single set of tracks on 4 occasions but they were too old to follow. another 
time was 2 sets, adult and youth together, i avoided that area for the remainder of the 
season. thanks ron 

1844 
Saw a ton of sign while hunting, a lot more mountain lions out there than I could have 
ever imagined 

1846 

to lower the lion numbers, we need to take more females. we to do a better job of taking 
care of our elk and deer. over all the game deptment does a great job. don't give in to the 
anti-hunters. 

1855 

Even though I wasn't able to get a lion this season I saw plenty of signs which is 
disturbing that there are that many animals in such a small area.  One day within 1/2 
mile stretch of dirt road in the hills I found 4 seperate fresh set of tracks crossing the 
road.  This seems like too many cats. 

1859 
we need to manage lions in a balance with our big game populations. Too many lions is 
a worse scenario than "not enough" lions. 

1864 
This was my first year hunting mountain lions. Unfortunately I did not harvest a lion 
this year, but I look forward to hunting again next year. 

1867 
i believe that the season should be earlier in the year and or use of dogs should be 
permitted 

1869 

I appreciate the increased numbers of lions (male and female) to be taken.  Also, it 
seems that the numbers of elk in Unit 7 have decreased dramatically.  And I can't help 
but wonder if a part is due to lions.  To me, the elk are a bigger asset than the lions. 

1874 

I Indicated other in a previous answer reguarding signting of mountainl lions, I saw a 
lion in shooting range but did not have enough time to shoot, before the lion ran off. I 
think the number of lion harvest should be increased, due to the fact of the amount of 
other big game animals lions eat. 

1888 

Greetings,I mainly was on the lookout for a rather large lion that has been seen 
frequently and has caused some trouble in  my home area,including killing my pet 
goose on my front door step.I am part disabled and can not hike and hunt like I used 
to,so several friends were allowed acess to our land to hunt.Many large tracks were 
found as well as some kill sites.I have come to the conclusion that this cat did not get 
this big from being stupid.It is an elusive and intellegent animal.I have taken extra 
precautions when outside and when my young grandchildren are visiting by always 
having the dogs with,and having a firearm ready.I have lived here for 30 years and have 
seen many lions.On occasion we lose a chicken and possibly a couple of kitty cats,but 
have never felt threatened until this recent event with this lion.(It came back 4 times -
that I saw-in one night looking for the goose that I had brought inside)These are 
beautiful animals and I believe that they do have a place in these beautiful hills,but I 
also believe that there needs to be a harvest to balance the populations.SD Game Fish & 
Parks has done a wonderful with our wildlife.20-30 years ago,I don't recall seeing as 
many elk,big healthy deer,and lions.So they must be doing somthing right. 
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1896 
I think the use of dogs would help greatly and would strongly incourage the SDGFP to 
let us use them. They are used in most of the surrounding states. 

1911 

We don't need to introduce lions to control our deer population. We have far too many 
deer and hunting is not controlling the population. Just shoot the deer and bury them 
before disease kills them. 

1912 About time to up the quoted another twenty,and use dogs 

1913 

I would like to see the mountain lion season outside the Black Hills to be extended to 12 
months like coyotes.  Specifically, I would like to be able to hunt them on my or my 
neighbors ground during the year and not just on my ground. 

1924 

I have not had a chance to hunt lions yet this season, but because we own land that has 
lions on it on a regular basis I have a pretty fair chance of filling my tag yet this year.  I 
think it is good that we are starting to control the lion population in the hills to some 
extent.  They have been completely out of control for many years and I don't think 
everything is all better, but it is a start.  Anytime we can have a season in the hills that 
no dogs are allowed for the hunt and still fill the quota we have way too many lions. 

1930 

I have long supported a limited license hunting season for Mt Lions in SD. I also 
believe that the use of dogs would increase the ability to take a larger majority of male 
lions. 

1946 

I think that reaching the quota in roughly 50 days (an average of nearly 1-a -day)should 
be an indication that there are plenty of lions out there.This is accomplished without 
dogs. It would be interesting to know how many days it takes other areas to fill their 
quotas, ie: lions per day. I feel that the lion population is directly affecting game 
populations and I don't like it. I put my money into the GF&P to help support the game 
populations and disagree with all the money being spent to study lions. Collars 
,tracking,personell, etc. has to be expensive. It's my opinion that it is time to put the 
emotions aside and control the lion population with sound data and professional 
expertise. 

1947 
Too many roads are now seasonably closed during the lion season.  Consider opening 
more roads until the end of season. 

1949 

I see lion sign around my property year round I also have pictures of 6 different ones 
just in 2010 .I also beleive they are impacting our deer & elk herds substantly . The deer 
herd has droped from 60 to10 from 2005 to 2010 in this valley. I've seen Approximatly 
12 kills in these 5 years ,I walk every day possible .I beleive there are way more lions 
than GFP lets on ,I also belive they should up quota for next years season. Thank you 
Daniel L. Wood 

1955 

Being an outdoorsman all my life, I respect the need for a balanced wildlife system.    I 
think that South Dakota's wildlife habitat is too small for mountain lions - our resources 
cannot provide enough food for the lions.    The result will be no big game (deer, elk, 
etc.) and then the lions migrate away to better hunting grounds.    The result - all of the 
state's hard work of the past decades to preserve elk and deer is nullified. 

1957 

If the lion population is such that harvest limits are reach in about half the season time, 
maybe it's time to look at increasing harvest limits and possibly time to allow dogs 
being used. 

1958 Thank you for having online access and updates to the season. Very useful and helpful. 

1960 
I believe that we have way more mountain lions in the Black Hills than people know. 
The harvest count needs to be raised. 

1961 

population estimates seem to be far too low.  harvesting 47 lions in such a short period 
of time without dogs, along with the number of lion fatalities due to motor vehicles and 
"problem" lion eradication should illustrate this.  Then consider natural mortality, 
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migration and birth rates.  I would like GFP to publish the statistics they are using to 
calculate the current population.  It seems that the number GFP throws out now is done 
so without using simple conservation/management tools like "metapop." 

1963 

I located a female with 2 kittens (25 lbs or so) I saw them two separate week ends, then 
all of a sudden they were gone. I believe they were shot, along with the female. I think 
those were the two shot that the GFP defended the hunters. You could see spots if you 
observed or looked  close enough. I came across 3 sets of lions and the rule says you 
cannot shoot if the lions are in pairs. Couple of those lions were very large. 

1964 

I spent 2 weeks, walking the hils trying to harvest a mountain lion I made 119 stands 
calling, with out as much as a siting of 1 lion, as much as I love hunting them I dont 
know if I will buy another tag and hunt them again, with the Black Hills Forest 
becomeing a closed forest it is a lot tougher not being a resident of the area and not 
knowing the country that well to set out and just walk it is tough I hear a lot of scuttle 
about this from other hunters that say beings all the fire trails ans access trails are closed 
they will will not hunt them again either, with my age not being 18 again it gets tougher 
and I think that a little more access should be allowed, I know that the access is 
permitted by the forest service and not GFP but there must be some way of working 
together to allow access during lion season it was open the rest of the fall for other 
seasons. 

1971 We clearly do not need dogs to hunt lions in SD. 
1974 Another good year thanks for letting it happen. 
1975 Keep up the great work. 
1985 Not many roads were plowed, and you couldn't get around very much/........ 

1993 

I would like to see more lions killed there are a lot more than estimated and they are 
killing a lot of Elk and deer.  I am especially worried about the Elk I saw alot of herds 
that had less than one calf per five cows. 

2004 
we need to kill more mountain lions next season to pretect the elk, deer, mountain goat, 
and other species of wildlife. 

2011 

I applied for a license as a way of supporting Game, Fish & Parks and the good 
programs that they have in the Black Hills.  However, a hunting season for mountain 
lions is a terrible program.  I had no intention of hunting a lion when I applied for a 
license.  I hope that my license money goes to support an environment that includes 
mountain lions.  I believe that G,F&P does not have an accurate count of the number of 
lions in the Black Hills.  Killing more and more lions each year is a mistake that will 
result eventually in the irradication of the species.  At the very least, it will result in 
many lions orphaned before they have acquired necessary skills for hunting their prey; 
they will become problem lions.  Without these essential hunting skills, when the lion 
gets hungry it will attack the easiest source of food...livestock and domestic animals.  
Please consider doing away with the lion hunting season. 

2012 Please increase the quota, 

2022 

The Dept has failed to impact the lion population especially in the park to the 
significant detriment of the Elk herd.  The use of dogs and limited issue tags would 
make for a better experience and better control of the population as well as condition 
the lions to protect people and property. 

2028 

Get ride of them they are not good for anything. You never see them but know they are 
here and they kill too many deer which I can see watch and enjoy. The deer numbers are 
way down where I live.Some day a lion is going to kill a pearson they seem to be right 
in town now and that means there are too many of them. 

2039 Enjoyed the hunt very much, I would like to see the use of dogs expanded. It was nice 
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to see it opened up in Custer Park, now we just need to keep good licences out of tree 
huggers hands. 

2045 

Way too many cats. In my first 20 years living in the hills I saw one mountain lion, in 
the last 5 years I have seen close to 25. I love hunting lions and enjoy the opportunity to 
hunt in January and February. The quota is way too low and you know it. The GF&P is 
in very real danger of losing the support and confidence of sportsmen as we watch our 
deer and elk herds dwindle to nothing. Lets get a handle on the lion population before 
it's too late. Ignore the anti hunting crowd and let's up the quota to 100-125 for next 
year. Keep the dogs out of it, the season is perfect the way it is. Thanks! 
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