AGENDA revised

Game, Fish and Parks Commission
January 10-11, 2019

RedRossa Convention Center

808 W. Sioux Ave, Pierre, SD

Livestream link http://www.sd.net/home/

Call to order 1:00 PM

Division of Administration

Action Items:
1. Conflict of Interest Disclosure
2. Approve Minutes of the December 2018 Meeting

https://gfp.sd.gov/commission/archives/

3. Additional Commissioner Salary Days
4. Election of Officers

Information Items:
5. Budget FY2020 Overview

Resident Nonresident Discussion

6
7. Department Sponsored Legislation for 2019
8. Non-meandered Waters

9

. Ag Leaders Forum
10. Every Acre Counts

Petitions
11. Muzzleloader Antelope Season — withdrawn by Petitioner
12. Deer Tagging Requirements

Proposals
13. Turkey Transportation Requirements
14. Spring Turkey Archery Hunting

Public Hearing 2:00 PM

Finalizations
15. Deer Hunting Season Drawing Structure

Open Forum

This agenda is subject to change without prior notice.
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Division of Wildlife
Action Item:
16. Statewide Fisheries Plan Adoption
Information Items:
17. Fisheries Management Area Plan Overviews
18. CWD Management Plan Update
19. Farm Bill Update
20. Shooting Range Partnership Projects
21. Year-end License Sales Update

Division of Parks and Recreation
Action Items:
22. Custer State Park Private Cabin Transfer
23. Spring Creek Resort and Marina Concession Lease
Information Items:
24. Lake Hiddenwood Update
25. Emerald Ash Borer Preparation Efforts in State Parks
26. Palisades State Park Land Donation Update
27. Revenue, Camping and Visitation Report

Solicitation of Agenda Items from Commissioners
Adjourn

Next meeting information:

February 28 — March 1, 2019

Ramkota Hotel & Convention Center

920 W Sioux Ave, Pierre, SD

GFP Commission Meeting Archives https://gfp.sd.gov/commission/archives/4/

This agenda is subject to change without prior notice.



Minutes of the Game, Fish, and Parks Commission
December 6-7, 2018

Chairman Barry Jensen called the meeting to order at 1:05 p.m. CT at Ramkota
Convention Center in Pierre, South Dakota. Commissioners Barry Jensen, Gary Jensen,
Mary Anne Boyd, Jon Locken, Cathy Petersen, Scott Phillips, Russell Olson and Douglas
Sharp and approximately 35 public, staff, and media were present.

DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATION
Conflict of Interest Disclosure

Chair B. Jensen called for conflicts of interest to be disclosed. None were
presented.

Approval of Minutes
B. Jensen called for any additions or corrections to the November 1-2, 2018

minutes or a motion for approval.

Motion by Peterson with second by Sharp TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE
NOVEMBER 1-2, 2018 MEETING. Motion carried unanimously.

Additional Commissioner Salary Days
Commissioner Locken requested one additional salary day for participating in the
CWD workgroup.

Motion by G. Jensen with second by Phillips TO APPROVE THE ADDITIONAL
SALARY DAY AS REQUESTED. Motion carried unanimously.

Code of Conduct

Chris Petersen, administration division director, presented the code of conduct and
conflict of interest policy for use by all state boards and commissions. In follow up from
the previous Commission meeting where Petersen explained to the Commission the
executive branch of state government has been working through this document and are
now looking for boards and commissions to adopt or adopt with modifications. The
Commission reviewed the document and does not recommend any modification at this
time.

Motion by G. Jensen, second by Boyd TO ADOPT THE CODE OF CONDUCT.
Motion carried unanimously.

Non-meandered Waters

Kevin Robling, special projects coordinator, provided an update on non-meandered
waters stating 4,280 acres have been marked closed to public recreational use. This is
less than 2 percent of the publicly-accessible nonmeandered water acres across the state
and down from the peak of over 5,000 nonmeandered water acres closed in March 2018.
The department’s goal is to continue providing recreational opportunities for families and
outdoor enthusiasts who enjoy South Dakota'’s great outdoor resources, while also
addressing concerns of landowners who own the land under the water. The “Recreation
and Respect” campaign and the “Adopt-a-Lake” program have been front and center. With
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ice fishing season around the corner the department has been strongly encouraging
recreational users to “leave no trace” and pick up all garbage.

B. Jensen asked if the buoys show up well when the lakes freeze over.

Robling responded that when they freeze over most people use signs connected to
wooden posts or 5 gallon buckets. He also noted all maps are updated on the GFP mobile
app so they are accurate and up to date for users.

Ag Forum

Arden Petersen, special assistant to the secretary, provided a brief update to the
Commission regarding the upcoming Agricultural Leaders Forum. The Ag Forum will take
place at SD Corn’s Office in Sioux Falls on December 18th. Approximately 50 folks from
different agricultural groups were invited and around 15 -20 are expected to attend based
upon RSVP’s. The Ag Forum is the fourth and final in a series of forums GFP hosted in
2018, and will lead up to the Conservation Summit later this winter.

Sportsmen/Sportswomen Forum - held in Oacoma in April, 2018
Shooting Preserve Operators Forum - held in Pierre in July, 2018
Wildlife and Nature Forum - held in Pierre in October, 2018
Agricultural Leaders Forum - held in Sioux Falls in December, 2018
Conservation Summit — location and date yet TBD

On g O =

As in all of the forums, discussion at the Ag Forum will include: Sustainable Habitat,
Sustainable Funding for Habitat, Public Access, Recreation and Respect, Collective
Conservation Voice, and other topics of interest to the attendees.

B. Jensen said the Ag community is critical in habitat and conservation efforts and
asked if invitations have gone out and how many attendees.

Petersen said invites when out to approximately 54 individuals just before
Thanksgiving and reminders went out this week.

B. Jensen said commissioners are welcome and encouraged to attend.

Resident Nonresident Discussion

Scott Simpson, wildlife administration chief, provided an update on the
resident/nonresident opportunity allocation discussion. The work group identified by the
commission will meet on December 17th at 1:30 in the Matthews Training Center. This
diverse group of citizen stakeholders and other government agencies are being asked to
assist the Commission in having an informed, thoughtful public discussion on an
increasingly sensitive subject of allocating hunting and fishing opportunities for residents
and nonresidents. The stakeholder group will assist the Commission in developing
criteria for making fair, reasoned, and balanced decisions when allocating this opportunity.
The Stakeholder Group will assist the Commission and Department by offering insight,
ideas, and alternatives that will be considered by the Commission in developing criteria for
allocation decisions. Background materials, including hunting/fishing participation,
frequency of license purchase and sales trends, have been provided to the group in
preparation for the meeting.
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G. Jensen informed the public they are encouraging everybody not just the
workgroup to tell us what they think about criteria. In addition to the workgroup they have
also reached out to approximately 50 sportsmen groups asking for their input to be
considered. We are working to identify criteria which will be developed to be used to make
allocations so it is very important for people to provide input.

Strategic Plan Update

Emily Kiel, communication director, provided the Commission an update on the
strategic plan. She reviewed the purpose of the plan as well as the mission, vision, goals
and values. Kiel noted the work completed at the fall review session and detailed strategic
priorities of the agency and listed completed priorities. Next steps include progress
updates that are completed every 3 months and meeting each spring and fall,
documentation and implementation as well as necessary communication and education
activities.

Communications Staff Overview

Kiel provided a powerpoint on the key responsibilities of the communications staff
within GFP including strategic communications, media/public relations, social media,
internal communications, marking and more. She detailed the roles of each staff person
and their commitment to excellence.

Deer License Allocation

B. Jensen asked staff to confirm the process that the Commission and GFP went
through to present that this rule change did not have any violations.

Tony Leif, wildlife division director, responded that the committee did not point to
any flaws in the process or in authority. The people who contacted the commission with
their concerns also contacted the IRRC members which they noted and could be the basis
for their decision.

B. Jensen said so we have not received a formal basis for returning the rules

Leif said the IRRC members noted their concerns with the rule change individually
but nothing was stated regarding the process or authority and the department has not
received formal reason for their decision.

B. Jensen asked what the basis of the decision of the IRRC was.

Leif explained codified law lays out nine criteria by which IRRC can send proposed
rules back to an agency. Itis up for debate or discussion that they selected the criteria
that references therule was not a reasonable implementation of the law as it affects the
convenience of the general public or persons likely affected by the proposed rule.

B. Jensen responded that until you know what is wrong with the rule change it is
very hard to revise anything when you do not have reason or basis from the committee as
to why it was rejected. What is to say we submit it again and they still do not like it and
reject it again even though we followed all of the necessary steps. He then asked when a
response is expected from the IRRC.
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Leif said it is not certain and we do expect to get minutes but will not receive them
until April when a new committee convenes.

Phillips asked if we can request something in writing from IRRC

Olson said by the time we banter back and forth with questions they will be
defunked as a committee and will have a new composition. We should make this request
to LRC. What was the goal of making changes to the deer allocation system? People say
we lost the battle because it takes too long to explain so we need a clear and simple way
to explain the change

Robling said the reason for the change is to get every deer hunter who applies for
Black Hills, East River, West River and Muzzleloader deer seasons the best opportunity to
get their preferred deer license more often.

Olson said | believe we did that and the numbers are there. People have asked
why we are in support, which is to enhance opportunities to all sportsmen including youth.
People say we need to hook our youth earlier so what can we do to amend this to enhance
the youth opportunity and show the legislature that we went back to the table to improve
the youth opportunity? | would even give up an opportunity from my pool to give a youth
their first opportunity. Also still a lot of pain to find a happy medium with nonresidents as
we depend on the revenue from nonresidents but when they come before resident's
people do not like it. Is there a way we can give residents a better opportunity for leftover
licenses prior to nonresidents. These two things may go a long way to help the legislature
find this more favorable

B. Jensen if we made changes to this as it is presently set would it require it to go
through the public comment process

Leif, yes depending on the scope of the changes and how substantial they are. Per
Olson’s comments these would be substantial enough to warrant an additional public
notice and hearing.

Phillips asked staff to bring suggestions tomorrow to possibly amend and let the
commission know which changes would be within the scope or outside and need a public
notice and hearing.

Robling explained there are over 52,000 deer hunters with just over 16,000 applying
for two or more seasons. With the changes in license allocation this increases draw
probabilities allowing an additional 3,500 residents the opportunity to hunt deer each year.

Phillips asked for clarification on changes that have been made for nonresident that
they have already moved from second to third draw

Robling explained under current allocation, licenses are pooled for residents and
nonresidents after the second draw. Under proposal passed by Commission the
nonresidents were pushed back until after the third draw and pooled in the fourth draw.

Sharp noted we are hearing people complain that nonresidents are getting a
preference when that is not the case.
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Robling said yes there likely would not be more nonresident licenses sold when
their opportunity is more restricted only allowing them to pick up one leftover license
through the fourth draw. Therefore not being a revenue generator as we would sell fewer
preference points and limit nonresident opportunity.

Olson noted the need to target ages 12-16 as discussed in R3 Recruitment,
Retention and Reactivation objectives and goals.

Locken asked what voice the landowner had in this process?. If you just get input
from hunters they will give you one answer you may get another answer from a different
group. | can'’t think of any family member we have that would want people hunting on our
land that already have 3 licenses. We prefer to provide opportunity to youth and new
hunters.

Robling noted a lot of discussions did focus on the deer hunters, but all South
Dakotans have a voice in this issue. He noted all the public input that was gathered
through the 2010 East/West River Deer Hunter Survey, 2010 Black Hills Deer Hunter
Survey, 2014 Deer License Allocation Landowner and Hunter Survey, 2016 Deer
Stakeholder Group 5 meetings, 2016 Deer Management Plan Public Input, 2018 Deer
License Allocation 9 Focus Groups, 2018 Deer License Allocation Online Video and
Questionnaire, and numerous outreach and education from July 11, 2018 — December 7,
2018

B. Jensen - one thing that is clear this proposal had a lot of misunderstanding from
the beginning. For some reason people cannot comprehend the scope which is legitimate.
To get people their preferred option. The commission is willing to look at alternatives to
possibly make it more palatable to the public, but would still like a reason as to why. Have
heard rumors of legislative pursuit.

Leif explained the authority granted to the commission is by state statute so
ultimately the Governor and full legislature have the authority.

B. Jensen asked for comments from the rest of the commission on their thoughts on
amending the proposal

Boyd said she believes this issue was carefully thought out and that public is
important but sometimes may be short sided. She liked the suggestion mentioned by
Olson to further support youth opportunity.

Phillips also like the youth opportunity and would like to take a look at amendment
for youth and nonresident changes. Asked staff for information including numbers to let
the commission know how many people would be affected. Note we have nonresident
landowners who cannot get a license to hunt their owner property.

Sharp said he is reluctant to make changes and thinks we should table this to have
more thoughtful discussion not sure if we would have the info we need to discuss this in
the morning.

Locken asked what would be the timeline for implementation.
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Leif said there is not a clock ticking on a decision. There are rules pertaining to
filing an approved rule with Secretary of State. If the commission chooses to repropose or
make changes there would be another 30 day period for comment.

Olson said this has had plenty of time for review and public comments. He asked
staff for information to help in discussion tomorrow. We have people listening in live and
we are hearing from people before we even vote. We need to get a plan in place before
the next draw.

B. Jensen stated the discussion will be tabled for the day and asked that GFP staff
bring forward information on the items the Commission brought forward today for
discussion tomorrow and at that time a decision can be made to amend or table to a future
meeting.

DAY 2

Robling and Leif presented a power point and action sheet with the information
requested by the Commission to aid in providing deer hunters their preferred choice. They
worked with Commissioners Phillips and Olson to formulate changes which included
moving the pooling of leftover licenses, making them available to nonresidents until after
the fourth draw, giving youth a bonus preference point and waiving all preference point
fees for youth.

Olson said he is confident we attained this goal two months ago when this was
passed. With this being sent back from IRRC we have reviewed and are providing ways to
further enhance that especially for youth and residents. It is also clear this is not about the
money. This gets youth engaged and involved. Fully supportive and interested in taking
action to move these changes forward.

Phillips said he appreciates the work done by GFP staff. Thinks this work is a good
addition to the work that has been done and supports these changes.

Peterson asked to further explain youth preference point fees.

Leif responded yes the points they purchase if they are under 16 years of age are
free, which would be a possible revenue loss because fewer people may purchase points
and fewer nonresident license may be sold as the system restricts nonresident
opportunity.

B. Jensen asked what happens to points once they are no longer youth.

Leif explained the applicant will continue to retain those points until they utilize them
to receive a license even as an adult.

Phillips asked if a youth applies for several seasons do they get preference points
for all they apply for?

Leif said anytime a youth age 15 or younger seeks a point for any of these 4
seasons they will get a free preference point and a one-time bonus point the first time they
apply for that season.
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Peterson said our hope is to allocate more opportunities. Many have approached

her saying they will now have an opportunity as they could not get one when others had
three. This will provide enhanced opportunity to residents and now even more so for
youth.

B. Jensen said this clearly gives an enhanced opportunity to youth hunters. So we

have a proposal for commission action that would then go out for 30 days comment

Leif said the rules would go through the same process as all previously adopted

rules by the commission as they have not been filed and they were not finalized through
IRRC.

5.

B. Jensen said that allows the public to comment on any aspect of the proposal

Create a combined drawing for the Black Hills, East River, West River, and Muzzleloader deer hunting
seasons where each applicant may submit only one application.

Modify the leftover license allocation process for the seasons in the combined deer drawing:

a. Inthe second draw, an applicant may not apply for a leftover license if the applicant obtained a
license for any of the Black Hills, East River, West River and Muzzleloader deer seasons in the
first draw.

b. In the third draw, leftover licenses are no longer pooled in a combined drawing and an applicant
may submit one application for each season for which they do not possess a license. Only those
nonresidents without a license may apply for a license remaining in pools originally designated
(8%) for nonresidents (BHD and WRD).

c. In the fourth draw, licenses remain segregated in their respective seasons and residents may
submit up to five applications. Only those nonresidents without a license may apply for a license
remaining in pools originally designated (8%) for nonresidents (BHD and WRD).

d. After the fourth draw, all remaining resident and nonresident licenses would be pooled and sold
first-come, first-served. There will be no limit on the number of licenses that a person can
acquire (like it is currently).

Allow applicants to use preference points for both 1% and 2™ choices in draws one through three. First
draw applicants must use preference points for their first choice selection (as is currently required). An
applicant who uses preference to acquire a license in a season may not purchase a preference point for
that season.

Preference points for a combined deer drawing shall be issued without cost for any hunter that is or was
age 15 or younger during the calendar year when the preference point is acquired.

An first-time applicant for a combined deer drawing that is or was age 15 or younger in the calendar year
of the drawing shall receive a bonus preference point for that drawing.

Drawing Resident Nonresident

land 2 Maximum of 1 license in ERD, WRD, BHD, or MZD

Maximum of 1 license in each of the WRD, ERD BHD
and MZD seasons. Maximum of 1 BHD or WRD license

Maximum of five additional licenses for a maximum
total of nine licenses.

Leftover Resident and Nonresident Licenses Pooled

5 Unlimited. First-come, First-served Unlimited. First-come, First-served
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Motion by Olson, second by Phillips TO MODIFY THE DEER HUNTING SEASON
DRAWING STRUCTURE PROPOSAL WHICH WOULD POOL LEFTOVER LICENSES
AND MAKE THEM AVAILABLE TO NONRESIDENTS AFTER THE FOURTH DRAW,
PROVIDE A BONUS PREFERENCE POINT FOR YOUTH, AND WAIVE THE
PREFERENCE POINT FEE FOR YOUTH 15 OR YOUNGER. Motion carried
unanimously.

OPEN FORUM
Chair B. Jensen opened the floor for discussion from those in attendance on
matters of importance to them that may not be on the agenda.

Matt Rippentrop, Hot Springs, SD, spoke in regards to innovative actions of SD
GFP staff in regards to big horn sheep. He explained there are exciting new projects just
around the corner. He also commented on the auction license.

Nick Falk, Harrold, SD, spoke as a request of his father Alex Falk wanting a study
group for Missouri River Refuge review.

Josh Lieberman, Pierre, SD — no comment

Jedrey Baumann, Pierre, SD provided the Commission a handout in regards to his
concerns for the Missouri River Refuge. He expressed concern for the short notice of the
public meeting and asked that no action be taken until a group can get together to review
data.

Larry Stephen, Pierre, SD, said he represents SD migratory waterfowl association.
He said a lot of membership feel snowballed as there was very short notice of the meeting.
The response at the meeting is people want to improve numbers and make sure it is done
correctly. Said he has seen a bunch of data that he feels can be manipulated. Wants it
broke up into different sections. Stephen said he has spent more time studying waterfowl
then anyone in the room and wants to do what they can get to get numbers back.

DIVISION OF WILDLIFE
Transfer of Schurman Property from Parks and Wildlife Foundation

Paul Coughlin, habitat program administrator, provided a request to accept the
donation of the Schurman Property located in Codington County. The property consists of
520 acres to be utilized as a game production area for wildlife habitat management and
public hunting access.

Motioned by Sharp, second by Phillips TO ADOPT RESOLUTION 18-09
(APPENDIX A) AUTHORIZING THE TRANSFER OF THE SCHURMAN PROPERTY TO
GFP FROM THE SD PARKS AND WILDLIFE FOUNDATION. Motion carried
unanimously.

Bighorn Sheep Auction License

Tom Kirschenmann, wildlife deputy director, presented the application letter and
supporting information provided by the Midwest Chapter of the Wild Sheep Foundation
wishing to be selected to auction a bighorn sheep license. It was explained that the
supporting information included all the required information detailed in rule and that no
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other organization submitted an application letter. Kirschenmann provided an explanation
and example expenditures for the funds raised with previous auction license sales and
what future expenditures are planned. In particular, it was shared that a significant amount
of the available funds will be used for on-going efforts to research and removal of sheep
that are considered pneumonia shedders in an effort to eliminate the number one limiting
factor of sheep populations.

Motioned by Phillips, second by G. Jensen TO APPROVE THE ADMINISTRATIVE
ACTION GRANTING THE REQUEST FROM THE WILD SHEEP FOUNDATION —
MIDWEST CHAPTER TO OBTAIN A BIG HORN SHEEP AUCTION LICENSE. Motion
carried unanimously.

Missouri River Refuge Review Update

Robling and Mark Ohm, wildlife regional supervisor, presented the Commission
information on the Missouri River Refuge Review explaining that providing outdoor
recreational opportunities and simplifying regulations has been a top priority for the
Department. As a result, a thorough evaluation of all state waterfowl! refuges on the
Missouri River is being conducted and an internal work group was tasked to draft a set of
criteria for the Commission to use when considering refuge change requests. After
several internal meetings a public meeting was held at Drifter’s Conference Center in Ft.
Pierre on December 4th to present these criteria and take public input on any other criteria
or facts that should be considered in this process. (APPENDIX E criteria)

The public meeting was very well attended with estimates of 80-100 people in
attendance. Throughout the meeting it was made clear that many in attendance were
upset about this review and felt that the public had been excluded from the conversation.
It was decided to take a step back and form a public taskforce to assist in developing the
criteria and discussing the future of the waterfowl refuge system on the Missouri River.
The timeline for recommendations from the department was pushed back to the July 2019
meeting.

G. Jensen asked when these were designated refuges.

Ohm responded these were all designated under administrative rule and therefore
we have the dates the rules were adopted and amended but is does not state what the
modification were.

G. Jensen asked what criteria was used when these were designated

Ohm said some were a request from the public with little input and that they were
created for different reasons with no set criteria.

G. Jensen noted the commission hears from time to time there are too many geese
in one area and not enough in another.

Ohm concurred.
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Robling stated there are many potential variables such as food sources,
precipitation and how these things have changed over the years which make it difficult to
narrow down variables but regardless birds need open water and a food source.

G. Jensen asked what we can do as part of our management plan to fix this.

Robling responded some refuges are getting high use, but migratory patterns are
difficult to predict as these birds are migrating long distances and weather plays a major
role.

Sharp thanked staff for their efforts and noted they have been working on this for a
year, but we need to understand that it takes time for people to digest this information and
come to an informed conclusion. He said staff are doing a good thing by taking a step
back.

Peterson asked how the flyway over the eastern part of the state affects whats
happening over the Missouri river.

Robling explained birds have definitive flyways, but do cross over into different
flyways if food and open water resources are limited. It has been 33 years since the task
force met and recommends pushing the timeline back to work with the public directly.

Statewide Fisheries Plan Revision

John Lott, fisheries chief, informed the Commission the department is revising the
statewide components of the Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Adaptive Management
System for the 2019-2023 period. Specific accomplishments of the 2014-2018 plans were
reviewed. For the 2014-2018 Statewide Fisheries Program plans, 63% of the objectives
were completed and 20% were partially completed. Objectives for 2019-2023 were
presented with the highest priorities being to identify addressing hatchery infrastructure
and fish rearing expansion needs, Implement the aquatic habitat plan, establish
standardized statewide fish sampling protocols, and to continue to improve utility of the
fisheries data management system, especially for creel surveys. The draft 2019-2023
Statewide Fisheries Program plans will be made available for public comment between the
December and January Commission meetings, input received will be used to revise the
plans, and the Commission will be asked to adopt the revised plan at their January
meeting.

AIS Surface Water User Summit

Mike Greiner, fisheries biologist, provided information on the one-day summit being
hosted by GFP on December 13 in Yankton for surface water users that may be impacted
by current or future dreissenid mussel infestations. Zebra mussels have infested Lewis
and Clark Lake and the Missouri River immediately below Gavins Point Dam since 2015.
While these mussels can negatively impact recreation, tourism, aquatic biodiversity and
water quality, the biggest impact of zebra and quagga mussels is the economic impact on
surface water infrastructure. Mussels clog intake and delivery pipes, infest hydropower
infrastructure, foul dam intake gates and pipes, and drastically increase operational costs.
The cost of mitigating for dreissenid mussels has been more than $5 billion in the Great
Lakes alone. Effective and decisive actions and support are needed from water
management entities at all levels, including state and federal agencies, tribes, private
water districts, irrigators and concessionaires to prevent new introductions, slow the
spread, and to rapidly respond to a new infestations.

392



This summit will provide attendees with information on potential mussel impacts to surface
water systems and methods that have been used to address these impacts, with a goal of
fostering communication, support, and building partnerships to help education and
outreach efforts and to instill best management practices to prevent introductions. We
have lined up experts to speak on the latest research, operational solutions and case
studies in treatments for dreissenids. There will also be talks on first hand experiences and
lessons learned from the infestations here and elsewhere. Finally, we will have a talk on
building effective partnerships as these water resources are often shared and the impacts
felt by multiple entities.

We have invited roughly 260 key members of state agencies in lowa, Nebraska, North
Dakota, and South Dakota, Fish and Game Commissions, Federal agencies, tribal
representatives, universities, politicians, lake associations, marinas and boat dealers, non-
governmental organizations, municipalities, surface water superintendents, irrigators, and
power companies.

Boyd said she is looking forward to attending and is glad to hear attendance
numbers are up.

Black-footed Ferret Update

Silka Kempema, wildlife biologist, along with Scott Larson, supervisor, US Fish and
Wildlife Service South Dakota Ecological Services Field Office, Pierre. Dustin Long,
biologist, Turner Engendered Species Fund, Bozeman, Montana provided the Commission
an update on the black-footed ferret. The black-footed ferret is closely associated with
prairie dogs. Habitat conversion, prairie dog poisoning, plague and unregulated shooting
have led to the decline of ferrets. Two of the last remaining populations occurred in
Mellette County, South Dakota and Meeteetse, Wyoming. Captive breeding began in
1987 and continues. Plague remains a major conservation challenge to ferret recovery
across the range. Many partners have contributed to the 30 ferret reintroduction sites in
North America. Seven of those sites are found in South Dakota. SD GFP has both
responsibility and authority to participate and assist in the recovery of the ferret as per
SDCL 34A-8A and Section 6 of the Endangered Species Act. Relationships with
neighboring landowners and partnerships with other agencies and organizations are two
important conservation actions for the recovery of the ferret in the state. A minimum of 157
ferrets occur in the wild in South Dakota. The first ferret reintroduction on private lands in
South Dakota occurred on Turner Enterprise’s Bad River Ranch in central South Dakota.
Ferret habitat enhancement began in the Ash Creek area on the ranch in 1999 in
anticipation for a ferret release. A variety of prairie dog control activities are also
conducted adjacent to neighboring landowners. Plague epizootics occurred in 2012 and
2018 at the Bad River site and disease management will continue to be a recovery
challenge to this and other sites across the range.

Environmental Review Program Update

Hilary Meyer, environmental review senior biologist, provided information on the
environmental review program playing a vital role in conserving our state’s outdoor
heritage by promoting responsible and sustainable development of South Dakota’s
resources. This program includes three staff; a senior biologist located in Pierre (Hilary
Meyer) and two wildlife biologists in Rapid City (Stan Michals and Shelly Deisch). We
provide information on rare, threatened, endangered and other non-game species and
conservation strategies to preserve habitat these species depend on. We provide reviews
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for other state agencies, federal agencies, developers, local governments and private
citizens to evaluate impacts of projects to our states wildlife and fisheries resources. The
environmental review staff evaluates a variety of activities such as: road construction,
energy development, municipal utilities, communications infrastructure, housing
developments, mining operations and much more. We also provide review for internal
projects such as state park development and improvements as well as habitat restoration
projects and installation of boat ramps and fishing access structures (piers, fishing pods,
etc.). Input from Game, Fish and Parks experts, including aquatics, terrestrial and parks
staff, help us paint a more complete picture of how a project may impact our states natural
resources. The environmental review program helps fulfill our state-wide mission to
manage wildlife and their habitats, for their ecological values and enjoyment by the citizens
of South Dakota and its visitors.

Walk-in Area Program Update

Mark Norton, hunting access and farm bill coordinator, said there are over 1.4
million acres of private land in GFP public hunting access programs. The GFP strategic
plan has a goal to add 200,000 acres of quality private land hunting access to public
hunting access programs by 2020. Since 2016, GFP has added 56,288 acres of private
land to its public hunting access programs. GFP primarily uses 34 conservation officers, 3
resource biologists, 12 partnership funded biologists and one program coordinator to
deliver the access programs. Land that provides justifiable hunting opportunity determined
by the local staff that evaluates it at the time it is signed up for an public hunting access
program and is accessible from a public road is eligible for an access program.
Conservation officers monitor use during the hunting season and help determine if the land
should remain in the access program. The access programs are reviewed annually by the
access committee made up of conservation officers, habitat biologists, regional
supervisors, and GIS staff.

SDCL 20 -9-12 to 18 provides limited liability for landowners who lease land to the state for
outdoor recreational purposes. Walk-In Areas (WIA) annual payments range from
$0.53/ac to $10 ac with higher payments for undisturbed habitat in portions of the state
with pheasant hunting opportunity and closest to human population centers. In 2018, just
less than 1.3 million acres were in the WIA program, which added 44,000 acres from 2017.
Maximum annual payment amount will be $2,329,417. WIA lease payments are covered
75% PR funds and 25% hunting license sale revenue. Since 2011, GFP has utilized over
$2.4 million in grants from the Voluntary Public Access and Habitat Incentive program to
pay upfront signing bonuses to over 500 landowners to place over 96,000 of habitat
created by farm bill conservation programs like CRP in the WIA program for an average of
9 year terms. In 2018, $684,747 was paid to 104 landowners to enroll 24,605 acres of
habitat.

The Aberdeen Pheasant Coalition started providing local incentives ($25/ac) on top of
GFP payments to enroll new CRP fields in WIA in 2016. Since then they have now
incentive the enroliment of over 3,000 acres of CRP across 26 different sites in Brown
County. The communities of Mitchell and Brule/Lyman counties started offering similar
incentives in 2018 and have done so on two sites a piece this year.

In 2009, GFP started offering new type of WIA, called a COOP. COOPs lease whole farm

units and allow driving on harvested cropland for waterfowl decoy placement and retrieval

and for disable hunter permit holders. Annual payments are either $2 or $3/ac depending

on if 20% of the acres offered are undisturbed habitat. A signing bonus is also offered to
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encourage multi-year contracts. In 2018, nearly 70,000 acres were enrolled as COOPs
with an average payment rate of $2.64/ac.

There are currently 80,783 acres enrolled in the James River Watershed CREP. GFP
pays about $3 million annual to participants. All acres are enrolled in CRP and open to
public hunting and fishing access. As CRP acres expired since 2007, the addition of
CREP has increased the % of CRP land open to public hunting access from 13% to 26%
in 2017.

The Controlled Hunting Access Program (CHAP) has been active since 2009. This
program allows landowners to limit the number of hunters that can hunt their property per
day and payments are determined by the number of hunters that use the property.
Payments range from $6 to $10/hunter/day. In 2018, 13 different CHAP areas exist on
over 23,000 acres.

In 2016, GFP identified nearly 300,000 acres of public land owned primarily by the SD
Office of School and Public Land and the US Bureau of Land Management that was not
publicly accessible. The GFP strategic plan identifies a goal to increase public land
hunting access by 50,000 acres by 2020. One of the strategies to meet this goal is by
working with private landowners adjacent to these land locked public lands to create public
access to them. GFP prioritized this effort in 2017 and in 2018 unlocked 9,445 acres while
enrolling over 20,000 acres of adjacent private land in the WIA program.

Private land leased for public hunting access is depicted in the GFP Public Hunting Atlas
which is annually printed and available statewide and license vendors. It is also digitally
available through on-line maps, GFP Outdoors & Avenza app, for Garmin GPS units, for
Google Earth, and to be downloaded and printed. New for 2018, WIAs with undisturbed
habitat like CRP, wetlands, trees and shrubs are outlined and green to help hunters more
efficiently find those areas. GFP also created WIA FAQs for hunters and posted them on
the website and increased social media messaging around new WIA enroliments and the
FAQs.

GFP plans to send letters to landowners state-wide to inform them about the public
hunting access programs and our focus on unlocking public lands in January/February of
2019.

River Otter Update

Kempema provided an update on the river otter which is a state threatened species,
Species of Greatest Conservation Need and monitored by the SD Natural Heritage
Program. As per SDCL 34A-8A, SDGFP is responsible for the conservation of
endangered, threatened, and nongame species of wildlife. Also per SDCL 34A-8A, a
status review of this species was conducted in 2017. A river otter conservation and
management plan was finalized in 2012. One important objective in this plan was to
develop delisting criteria. Basins (watersheds) were used to identify the recovery area
which encompasses approximately the eastern quarter of South Dakota. The recovery
area was further divided into subbasins. Within this area, the following criteria are to be
met before delisting of the river otter will be recommended 1) Within each basin in the
recovery area, 40% of its subbasins should have at least one verified report of river otters
for 2 of the 5 years prior to recommending delisting and 2) three basins in the recovery
area should have at least one verified report of reproduction for 2 of the 5 years prior to
recommended delisting. Delisting criteria have not been met. Continued collection of river
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otter reports and necropsy of incidentally trapped or road killed otter in concert with
surveys focused in subbasins within no or few verified otter reports are planned for the
winter of 2018-2019. Development of a long-term, state-wide monitoring plan is underway.

License Sales Update

Simpson provided an update on license sales for 2018 as they are substantially
complete. 2019 licenses will begin to be sold on December 15, 2018. As of Nov. 29,
nonresident small game sales appear to be tracking up about 3% while resident small
game sales appear to be substantially unchanged from 2017. Resident combination
licenses are down about 3% and resident annual fishing licenses are also down about
7%. Final numbers, along with some additional information on big game license sales, will
be presented at the January commission meeting.

DIVISION OF PARKS AND RECREATION
Lewis and Clark Concessionaire Prospectus

Al Nedved, parks and recreation assistant director, presented the Commission with
a resolution for Lewis and Clark Resort located at Lewis and Clark Recreation Area. Jeff
Wahl, current concessionaire, issued his intent to sell earlier this fall. The Commission
approved a prospectus and it was issued on November 2, 2018. It closed on November
30, 2018. One proposal was received from Michael and Valeri Grave. Their proposal
meets the terms of the prospectus and draft concession lease, proof of financing has been
verified, and Michael has been involved in the management of L&C resort for several
years. Their proposal did not recommend any changes to the draft concession lease as
advertised. Nedved recommended approval of the resolution which would authorize the
termination of the existing concession agreement with current concessionaire since it was
not expiring. It also approves the selection of Michael and Valeri Graves as the successor
concessionaire. It also approves the draft concession agreement and authorizes the
Department to execute agreement.

Motion by Olson, second by Sharp TO ADOPT RESOLUTION 18-10 (APPENDIX
B) TERMINATING THE EXHISTING LEASE WITH LEWIS AND CLARK CONCESSION
AND APPROVING THE NEW LEASE BASED ON TERMS. Motion carried unanimously.

Roy Lake Resort Prospectus

Nedved presented the Commission with a resolution for Roy Lake Resort in Roy
Lake State Park. The latest prospectus was issued on September 10, 2018, and closed
on November 30. No proposals were received. Therefore it leaves two issues to address.
First, is the expiration of the existing lease. The second is proceeding with the reissuance
of the prospectus. Nedved stated that Jan and Charles Thames have requested a one-
year extension of the current lease or until a successor concessionaire is found. Nedved
requested authorization of the resolution that authorizes the Department to reissue the
prospectus and authorizes the Department to enter into a lease extension consistent with
the terms of the current lease until a successor to concession is found or not to exceed
one year.

Motion by Peterson, second by G. Jensen TO ADOPT RESOLUTION 18-11
(APPENDIX C) AUTHORIZING THE DEPARTMENT TO ISSUE AND ADVERTISE A
PROSPECTUS FOR ROY LAKE. Motion carried unanimously.

Palisades State Park Land Donation
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Nedved and Sean Blanchette, Executive Director of the South Dakota Parks and
Wildlife Foundation, presented the Commission with a resolution that would facilitate the
transfer of 79 acres of property adjacent to Palisades State Park. Nedved gave some
background on the park. Palisades is only 157 acres which makes it one of the smallest
state parks. However, it is near Sioux Falls and it gets nearly 90,000 visitors and over
5,000 camping units. It has some of the highest camping occupancy in the state. The
acquisition contains one half mile of Split Rock Creek, native prairie, and rock formations
that would provide additional recreational opportunities. Blanchette provided that the
opportunity to purchase the property came from the estate of Ruth Cooley and the
Foundation was able to negotiate a price for the acquisition of this property. The
Foundation is scheduled to close on the property on December 14, 2018. If the resolution
is authorized, the Foundation is prepared to transfer the property to the department on this
date.

Motion by Phillips, second by G. Jensen TO ADOPT RESOLUTION 18-12
(APPENDIX D) TRANSFERING 79 ACRES OF PROPERTY FROM THE SD PARKS AND
WILDLIFE FOUNDATION TO GFP AS AN ADDITION TO PALISADES STATE PARK.
Motion carried unanimously.

Volunteer Program Overview

Katy Hiltunen, parks and recreation program assistant, provided the Commission
information on the state park volunteer program. She informed them that each year over
400 people donate their time to volunteer within the state park system in the months of
May through September with on-site volunteers being provided a campsite during their
service in exchange for 24 hours of work per person per week. She said the number of
hours contributed annually ranges between 80,000 and 120,000. She also explained how
the application and hiring process works and noted positions include those of hosts,
attendants, maintenance, programs and events, visitor's center. Volunteers receive
recognition items for their hours of service such as a current park entrance license for 24
hours of service and those with over 3,000 hours have their choice of a sweatshirt, apron
or walking stick.

Olson said this is an outstanding program noting that even if we paid them $8.50 we
would save a million dollars.

Peterson said when she speaks to volunteers they always say how much they love
what they do.

CSP Resort Repair and Maintenance Update

Matt Snyder, parks and recreation regional supervisor, and Josh Schmaltz,
Regency vice president, Tom Biegler, Regency CEO and Ryan Flick, Regency operations
manager, provided the Commission with the Custer State Park resort repair and
maintenance update. They detailed the work completed for FY2018 at the State Game
Lodge, Coolidge General Store, Legion Lake Lodge, Blue Bell Lodge and Sylvan Lake
Lodge. Actual concession sales for 2018 totaled $15,452,167 with a 5 percent repair and
maintenance fund contribution and total completed expenditures were $1,223,408.88.

Boyd inquired what the R&M fund generates annually

Schmaltz responded 5 percent annually so for 2018 $772,608.
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Biegler noted his appreciation of Commission and said Custer State Park is a jewel
in state park system and is the one park every other state wants to be like. He said
Regency has a good working relationship with staff.

CSP Buffalo Auction Results

Snyder presented the results of the 53 Custer State Park Fall Classic Bison
Auction in which 328 buffalo were sold. There were 44 registered bidders 26 in person
and 18 online. 7 onsite bidders made purchases. Buffalo went to buyers from South
Dakota, Minnesota, Colorado, Nebraska and Texas.

Revenue, Camping and Visitation Report

Nedved updated the Commission on camping, revenue, and visitation. There has
not been much change since October, and Nedved informed that a more detailed year-end
report would be presented in January. Overall, a slight decrease in camping of 2% and
visitation of 1% is attributable to cool, wet weather in April and again in October.
Otherwise the summer season was excellent with good numbers at Custer State Park
following the fire.

Spring Creek Prospectus

Nedved presented the Commission with an update and request for action regarding
the Spring Creek Marina and Resort at Spring Creek Recreation Area north of Pierre. A
prospectus was issued on June 28, 2018. It closed on September 21, 2018. No proposals
were received. Although the concession agreement expires on December 31, 2018, no
agreement on temporary operation of the resort has been reached. Nedved stated that
the lease agreement and the lease rules contain the process and options for operation and
the Department would be looking at these provisions closely in the event that the
concessionaire does not elect to continue operations while a new concessionaire is being
sought. Nedved also stated that the lease rules provide the Department cannot extend a
concession lease for the purposes of securing a successor that materially deviates from
the existing contract. Nedved requested that the Commission authorize the department to
reissue the prospectus so that it may continue its obligation to find a successor while it
works out the details of continuance options.

Motion by Boyd, second by Peterson TO REISSUE THE PROSPECTUS FOR
SPRING CREEK. Motion carried.

Solicitation of Agenda Items from Commissioners
No agenda items were recommended

Adjourn
Motioned by Boyd, second by Phillips TO ADJOURN THE MEETING. Motion
carried unanimously and the meeting adjourned at 11:56 a.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Koty R Nept
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Kelly R. Hepler, Department Secretary
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Appendix A
RESOLUTION 18 — 09

WHEREAS, The South Dakota Parks and Wildlife Foundation owns real estate (Property)
described as:

The Southeast Quarter (SE1/4) of Section 5; the West Half of the West Half of

the Northeast Quarter (W1/2W1/2NE1/4), the Northwest Quarter (NW1/4), and the
Southwest Quarter (SW1/4) of Section 9; all in Township 117 North, Range 51 West of the
5th P.M., Codington County, South Dakota., subject to any easements, restrictions,
covenants, and reservations of record.

Whereas, pursuant to its wishes, South Dakota Parks and Wildlife Foundation
desires to gift and transfer title to the Property to the South Dakota Department of
Game, Fish and Parks (Department) for use as a Game Production Area; and

Whereas, the Department has evaluated and determined that the Property would serve
very well as a Game Production Area, offering wildlife habitat, public hunting, and other wildlife
related outdoor recreational opportunities; and

Whereas, the Department is authorized to accept gifts of property for Game Production
Area as per SDCL 41-2-19 and desires to accept the gift of the Property upon confirmation of the
gift by the Game, Fish and Parks Commission; and

Whereas, the Game, Fish and Parks Commission desires to acknowledge the
Department's acceptance of this gift of property from South Dakota Parks and Wildlife Foundation
for use as a Game Production Area, and further acknowledge the extreme generosity of South
Dakota Parks and Wildlife Foundation.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Game, Fish and Parks Commission does
hereby confirm the decision by the Department to accept the transfer and gift of the Property from
South Dakota Parks and Wildlife Foundation to be used as a Game Production Area.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Game, Fish and Parks Commission, on behalf of the
citizens and sportspersons of South Dakota, does hereby acknowledge and express its deepest
appreciation and gratitude to South Dakota Parks and Wildlife Foundation for its generosity, and
further acknowledge the outdoor recreation opportunities this gift will provide to South Dakotans for
many years to come.
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Appendix B
RESOLUTION 18-10
WHEREAS, the current concessionaire at Lewis and Clark Resort located in Lewis and Clark Recreation
Area, Dakota Hospitality Management, Inc., (Concessionaire) notified the Parks and Recreation Division of the
South Dakota Department of Game, Fish, and Parks (GFP) of its intent to sell its assets and relinquish its rights
set forth in the Amended and Restated Lewis and Clark Recreation Area Lodging Lease Agreement dated
October 18, 2004, as amended; and

WHEREAS, as required by the regulations promulgated by the Game, Fish, and Parks Commission, the
Department issued a prospectus on November 2, 2018 to solicit a successor concessionaire for a new ten year
concession lease agreement; and

WHEREAS, since the issuance of the Prospectus for providing lodging services at Lewis and Clark
Recreation Area on November 2, 2018 , GFP has been engaged in the solicitation of requests for proposals for
the issuance of a new concession agreement at Lewis and Clark Recreation Area (New Concession
Agreement); and

WHEREAS in response to its request for proposals, GFP received one viable proposal complete with proof
of financing capability from Michael and Valeri Grave President and Vice President of Lewis and Clark Lodging,
LLC (Lewis and Clark Lodging); and

WHEREAS, GFP and Lewis and Clark Lodging have negotiated the lerms of a New Concession Agreement
for Lewis and Clark Resort which will have a term of ten years, which is to commence on December 20, 2018
and expiring on December 31, 2028; and

WHEREAS, the existing Concessionaire desires for the Amended and Restated Lewis and Clark
Recreation Area Lodging Lease Agreement dated October 18, 2004, as amended, to be terminated upon the
completion of the sale of its assets to Lewis and Clark Lodging and agrees to the terms and conditions set forth
in the Termination Agreement; and

WHEREAS, the Parks Division of GFP has presented the New Concession Lease and the Termination
Agreement to the GFP Commission for its review and approval, and the GFP Commission has reviewed the
terms of said agreements with Parks Division Director Katie Ceroll and legal counsel for the Department, and
finds the terms and conditions set forth in said agreements to be acceptable and wishes to execute the New
Concession Agreement and the Termination Agreement in regards to the existing Concession Agreement on
behalf of GFP;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the GFP Commission does hereby approve and accept the
terms and conditions set forth in the New Concession Agreement (a copy of which said agreement is attached
hereto and incorporated herein by this reference) to be entered into by and between GFP and Lewis and Clark
Lodging;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the GFP Commission does hereby approve and accept the terms and
conditions set forth in the Termination Agreement (a copy of which said agreement is attached hereto and
incorporated herein by this reference) to be executed by GFP and the existing Concessionaire;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the GFP Commission does hereby authorize and direct Katie

Ceroll, Director of the Division of Parks and Recreation of GFP, to execute both the New Concession
Agreement and Termination Agreement hereinabove described in this Resolution on behalf of GFP.
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Appendix C
RESOLUTION 18-11
WHEREAS, the current Concession Lease Agreement at Roy Lake Resort located in Roy
Lake State Park dated January 1, 2004 expires on December 31, 2018; and

WHEREAS, as required by the regulations promulgated by the Game, Fish, and Parks
Commission, the Department has issued prospectuses on November 9, 2017, March 5, 2018, July
12, 2018 and September 10, 2018 to solicit a successor concessionaire for a new ten year
concession lease agreement; and

WHEREAS, the prospectus issuances have expired and have not yielded an acceptable
proposal; and

WHEREAS, as further provided in the regulations promulgated by the Game, Fish, and
Parks Commission, the Commission may extend the Concession Lease Agreement for one year at
a time to allow for a successor Concessionaire to be found; and

WHEREAS, the current Concessionaire, Jan Pitzl (Concessionaire) is agreeable to a one
year extension of the Concession Lease Agreement and has requested that the Commission
authorize the issuance of a subsequent prospectus to include the same terms and price as the
most recent offering; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the GFP Commission does hereby approve
an extension of the current Concession Agreement for one year resulting in an expiration date of
December 31, 2019;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the GFP Commission does hereby authorize the
Department to issue and advertise a prospectus for Roy Lake Resort at the selling price of
$739,000 to include a draft concession lease containing the same terms and conditions as has
been previously advertised to the public.
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Appendix D
RESOLUTION 18- 12
WHEREAS, South Dakota Parks and Wildlife Foundation owns real estate (Property)
described as:

That part of the Northwest Quarter of the Northwest Quarter of Section 31,
Township 103 North, Range 47 West of the 5" Principal Meridian, Minnehaha
County, South Dakota lying South of the Railroad Right of Way; Together with that
part of the Southwest Quarter of the Northwest Quarter of Section 31, Township 103
North, Range 47 West of the 5" Principal Meridian, Minnehaha County, South
Dakota lying South of the Railroad Right of Way; Together with the Northwest
Quarter of the Southwest Quarter of Section 31, Township 103 North, Range 47
West of the 5" Principal Meridian, Minnehaha County South Dakota; and

WHEREAS, South Dakota Parks and Wildlife Foundation, Inc. desires to gift the Property to
the South Dakota Department of Game, Fish and Parks (Department) as an addition to Palisades
State Park; and

WHEREAS, the Department has evaluated and determined that the Property would serve
very well as an addition to Palisades State Park; and

WHEREAS, the Department is authorized to accept gifts of property for park and
recreational purposes per SDCL §§ 41-2-19 and 41-2-24,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks
Commission does hereby authorize the Department to accept the gift of the Property from South
Dakota Parks and Wildlife Foundation to be used as an addition to Palisades State Park.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the South Dakota Game, Fish & Parks Commission, on
behalf of the citizens of South Dakota, does hereby acknowledge and express its deepest
appreciation and gratitude to South Dakota Parks and Wildlife Foundation for its generosity, and
further acknowledges the benefits this gift will provide at Palisades State Park.
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Appendix E
Refuge Review Criteria
October 2018

Current Waterfowl Use: This is based on waterfowl observed in the immediate area of the refuge
during aerial winter waterfowl counts. These numbers are the closest thing we have to a survey to
show which refuges are being utilized by waterfowl. However, flights are not conducted on a
consistent schedule on all areas of the river system, creating the potential to miss concentrations.
Due to this potential each refuge is ranked as high, medium, or low use rather than using exact
numbers. Each ranking includes one-third of the refuges.

Does the refuge provide local hunting opportunities: yes or no, and what type? This is a
somewhat subjective criteria and is based on local knowledge of hunting activity in the area. We
have tried to identify areas that provide field/decoy hunting vs. pass shooting. Any known
commercial waterfowl hunting operations have also been included in opportunities provided.

Miles of shoreline protected from prevailing (Northwest) winds: This is an attempt to assess
the amount of the refuge that provides shelter from a majority of winter weather, allowing waterfowl
to loaf and relax between feeding.

Boat access: This identifies which refuges have boat ramps within them. If a refuge does not have
a ramp contained in its boundaries, the distance the nearest ramp is provided. Easy access by
boat may provide added opportunity for water based hunting. Boat traffic, whether hunting related
or not, may be seen as detrimental to the purposes of the refuge.

Shoreline access: This identifies areas that have access via land. Areas with easy access may
provide added opportunity by providing areas for pass shooting or decoy hunting along shorelines
if refuge restrictions are removed.

Non-game use: Areas important to non-game species have been identified to the extent possible.
This information is based on South Dakota Natural Heritage Database data for species monitored
because they are rare or unique in the state and additional data collected on significant rare
species concentrations, such as colonial waterbird colonies and wintering roosts for bald eagles.

Outside agreements: Some refuges may be affected by previous agreements with other entities.
These agreements are identified here.

Safety issues: Any known safety concerns are identified here.

Type of refuge: waterline vs. take line refuge. A waterline refuge follows the water's edge. A
hunter standing on shore pass shooting birds as they leave the refuge would be legal. A take line
refuge includes the water and adjoining land up to the original Corps of Engineers take line, now
our Title VI GPA boundary. No waterfowl hunting would be allowed on the public ground within the
refuge boundaries.
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Comes, Rachel

‘om:

“woent:

To:
Cc
Subject:

Categories:

info@gfp.sd.us

Wednesday, December 19, 2018 10:43 AM
Sethvanthof@yahoo.com

Comes, Rachel

Petition for Rule Change Form

Commission

South Dakota - Game, Fish, and Parks

Petition for Rule Change

A new form was just submitted from the http://afp.sd.gov/ website with the following information:

ID:

Petitioner
Name:

Address:

Email:
Phone:
Rule

“dentification:

secribe
Change:

Reason for
Change:

54
SETH VANT HOF

405 E 10TH ST
DELL RAPIDS, SD 57022
Sethvanthof@yahoo.com

605-220-2058

Muzzle loader antelope season

I would like to see the first week or possibly the first 9 days of the rifle antelope season to become a
separate muzzle loader season.

I feel that one of the big problems with the antelope seasons is the amount of pressure on public lands which
hinders the guality of the hunt. Having a separate muzzle loader season and taking some of the rifle tags out
and making them muzzle loader tags would greatly reduced the pressure. Also, muzzle loader success rates
would be much lower than rifle so you could put more hunters in the field each year. Also with the limited
places to Lodge or west it would allow the hotels to free up space and possibly increase their revenue. Also,
since a muzzle loader deer tag is so hard to come by, you may be interesting the sales of muzzle loader to
retailers by adding another opportunity to hunters to hunt with this weapon. In all matters I believe this
would be a win for everyone. More tags sold for the state, more opportunity for hunters and more sales for
Western towns. Thanks, Seth Vant Hof Dell Rapids, SD
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Comes, Rachel

rom:
“~—oent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Categories:

info@gfp.sd.us

Sunday, December 09, 2018 11:28 AM
ben.dlewis@yahoo.com

Comes, Rachel

Petition for Rule Change Form

Commission

South Dakota - Game, Fish, and Parks

Petition for Rule Change

A new form was just submitted from the http://afp.sd.qov/ website with the following information:

ID:

Petitioner
Name:

Address:

Email:
Phone:
Rule

"dentification:

Jecribe
\"'/Change:

Reason for
Change:

52
Benjamin Lewis

1019 Crouse Mill Rd
Keymar , MD 21757
ben.dlewis@yahoo.com

760-473-9338

Big Game Tagging Location (between ankle and hoof)

Allow tagging of big game (other than elk) to be tagged on the hock tendon and leg bone (as allowed on
elk), OR allow antlered/horned game to tagged around a horn base.

Many of us hunt on foot, far away from roads in which once an animal is harvested, the game is broke down
in the field and placed into game bags. Allowing the tag to placed somewhere other than the leg between the
hoof and ankle joint would allow: 1) less weight to carry out not having to have a leg still intact 2)easier
loading of meat into bags/packs 2)cleaner, more sanitary meat within a game bag not having any hair/fur in
the bag with the meat. Allowing a antlered/horned game to be tagged around an antler/horn allows for the
tag to readily seen/inspected as needed as well as allow for more reasonable transport of game to
processing/taxidermist location. In addition, with the tag attached to antlers/horns the taxidermist can easily
identify proper ownership as well as more easily maintain proof of ownership and legal harvest information
of game animals stored within their business.



GAME, FISH AND PARKS COMMISSION ACTION
PROPOSAL

13

Turkey Transportation Requirements
Chapter 41:06:03

Commission Meeting Dates: Proposal January 10, 2019 Pierre
Public Hearing February 28, 2019 Pierre
Finalization February 28 — March 1, 2019  Pierre

DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION

Amend wild turkey transportation requirements in 41:06:03:02 by:

1. Eliminating the requirement that the beard, leg and foot bearing the tag remain naturally attached to the
rest of the turkey when transported from the place where taken until the bird has arrived at the domicile

of the possessor.

2. Establishing an alternative requirement that the beard, leg and foot bearing the tag simply accompany
the rest of the turkey when transported from the place where taken until the bird has arrived at the

domicile of the possessor.

3. Eliminating the aforementioned requirement to transport the beard if a person is licensed to take “any

turkey”.

SUPPORTIVE INFORMATION

Over the last year, Department officials have been contacted by licensed hunters regarding turkey transportation
requirements. Many of these individuals desire the ability to remove the edible portions from the turkey and
transport the cleaned turkey in a cooler similar to how some other big game animals are cared for in the field.
However, current regulation stipulates that the beard, leg and foot remain naturally attached to the rest of the
carcass. The proposed changes would make the transportation process easier and align with other big game
transportation requirements found in 41:06:03:06. The turkey transportation requirements would remain waived
for birds processed at a wildlife processing facility and accompanied by the receipt or those birds processed at

the domicile of the possessor.

[0 APPROVE (] MODIFY [0 REJECT [JNO ACTION
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GAME, FISH AND PARKS COMMISSION ACTION
PROPOSAL

Sprmg Wild Turkey Hunting Season

Chapter 41:06:13

Commission Meeting Dates:  Proposal January 10-11, 2019 Pierre
Public Hearing Feb 28-March 1, 2019 Pierre
Finalization Feb 28-March 1, 2019 Pierre

DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION

Recommended changes from last year:
1. Close archery turkey hunting in Lake County south of State Highway 34.

Ramona
[ county Boundaries
Archery Closed
3 - LB ey gl Wedliorh Mood
wminer | T ot Caman
\Q 5 o
Srotime
1
McCook Minnehaha
Caltor

SUPPORTIVE INFORMATION :

In cooperation with the National Wild Turkey Federation and private landowners, the SD Game, Fish
and Parks (SDGFP) is conducting turkey transplants in southern Lake County with the goal to establish
a sustainable wild turkey population. Current efforts have resulted in only a few male turkeys
transplanted, with additional trap and transfer efforts planned for 2019. Until the population reaches a
sufficient size and gender composition, it is believed necessary to close this area to archery hunting.
SDGFP will continue to work with partners to trap and transfer appropriate birds to the area and monitor
this turkey population.

APPROVE MODIFY REJECT NO AG'HGN
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GAME, FISH AND PARKS COMMISSION ACTION
FINALIZATION

Deer Hunting Season Drawing Structure

Chapters 41:06:01; 41:06:02

Commission Meeting Dates: Proposal December 6, 2018 Pierre
Public Hearing January 10, 2019 Pierre
Finalization January 10-11, 2019 Pierre

COMMISSION PROPOSAL

1. Create a combined drawing for the Black Hills, East River, West River, and Muzzleloader
deer hunting seasons where each applicant may submit only one application.

2. Modify the leftover license allocation process for the seasons in the combined deer drawing:

a. Inthe second draw, an applicant may not apply for a leftover license if the applicant
obtained a license for any of the Black Hills, East River, West River and
Muzzleloader deer seasons in the first draw.

b. In the third draw, leftover licenses are no longer pooled in a combined drawing and
an applicant may submit one application for each season for which they do not
possess a license. Only those nonresidents without a license may apply for a
license remaining in pools originally designated (8%) for nonresidents (BHD and
WRD).

c. Inthe fourth draw, licenses remain segregated in their respective seasons and
residents may submit up to five applications. Only those nonresidents without a
license may apply for a license remaining in pools originally designated (8%) for
nonresidents (BHD and WRD).

d. After the fourth draw, all remaining resident and nonresident licenses would be
pooled and sold first-come, first-served. There will be no limit on the number of
licenses that a person can acquire (like it is currently).

3. Allow applicants to use preference points for both 1* and 2™ choices in draws one through
three. First draw applicants must use preference points for their first choice selection (as is
currently required). An applicant who uses preference to acquire a license in a season may
not purchase a preference point for that season.

4. Preference points for a combined deer drawing shall be issued without cost for any hunter
that is or was age 15 or younger during the calendar year when the preference point is

acquired.

5. An first-time applicant for a combined deer drawing that is or was age 15 or younger in the
calendar year of the drawing shall receive a bonus preference point for that drawing.

Drawing Resident Nonresident
land2 Maximum of 1 license in ERD, WRD, BHD, or MZD
3 Maximum of 1 license in each of the WRD, ERD
BHD and MZD seasons. Maximum of 1 BHD or WRD license
a Maximum of five additional licenses for a

maximum total of nine licenses.

Leftover Resident and Nonresident Licenses Pooled

5 Unlimited. First-come, First-served Unlimited. First-come, First-served

APPROVE MODIFY REJECT NO ACTION |
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WEST RIVER FISHERIES MANAGEMENT PLAN SUMMARY

WHY IS A FISHERIES PLAN NEEDED?

Outlining management priorities with a strategic plan is a way to optimize use of
limited resources (staff, money, facilities and equipment) by prioritizing how these

resources are used to best meet fisheries management needs.

The purpose of the Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Adaptive Management System
is to guide fisheries and aquatic resource management based on the mission of

the South Dakota Department of Game, Fish and Parks (GFP). This West River
Fisheries Management Plan is a dynamic tool addressing the issues, challenges, and

opportunities in managing fisheries and aquatic resources in western South Dakota.

This plan begins with an Inventory section, which describes the resources present in

this management area and is divided into three categories: People, Fish and Habitat.

Following the Inventory section is an Issues section, which lists the current issues

involving fisheries management for the area.

Lastly, the plan contains a number of measurable objectives and strategies for staff
to implement. Actions to accomplish the priorities of both the Department plan

and numerous Aquatics plans are incorporated into annual work plans.

1. RABBIT CREEK DAM IN HARDING COUNTY
2. ANGLER WITH BLACK CRAPPIE ON WESTERN DAM.
3. SMALL DAM ON THE BUFFALO GAP NATIONAL GRASSLAND

- s

DEPARTMENT MISSION

We provide sustainable outdoor recreational
opportunities through responsible
management of our state’s parks, fisheries,

and wildlife by fostering partnerships,
cultivating stewardship, and safely
connecting people with the outdoors.

ISSUE EXAMPLES

1.

Aging impoundments have a decreased
ability to consistently support fisheries.

Remote locations mean habitat
projects may be a low statewide
priority.

A lack of information on angler use
and management preferences hinder
mangaement.

Angler access to large western
Missouri R.tributaries is insufficient.

HIGHEST PRIORITY
OBJECTIVES

1.

Improve angling access on small
dams.

2. Completely renovate one small dam.

3. Keep angler satisfaction rates high.

Complete research projects on prey
and sport fish to improve fishing.
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NORTHEAST FISHERIES MANAGEMENT PLAN SUMMARY

WHY IS A FISHERIES PLAN NEEDED?

Outlining management priorities with a strategic plan is a way to optimize use of
limited resources (staff, money, facilities and equipment) by prioritizing how these

resources are used to best meet fisheries management needs.

Management issues and objectives identified for the northern portion of the East
River Fisheries Management Area will guide staff working with fisheries and
aquatic resources in that part of the state during 2019 to 2023. The plan is a
dynamic tool with a goal of maintaining and improving fisheries in northeast

South Dakota to provide anglers with quality fishing experiences.

The plan is important because in excess of 150,000 surface acres of water are
actively managed for sport fish in northeast South Dakota. These waters provide
anglers with a diversity of angling opportunities. Angler use of aquatic resources

within the region generates a substantial economic impact.

In the plan an Inventory section provides an overview of aquatic habitat (available
and habitat projects), fish (species, stocking, surveys, research, aquatic invasive
species, fish consumption advisories) and people (demographics, regulations,
preferences, access, other management entities) in northeast South Dakota.

Management issues that currently affect northeast South Dakota aquatic resources
are identified. A series of objectives along with strategies for moving towards

measurable outcomes are provided in the plan.

DEPARTMENT MISSION

We provide sustainable outdoor recreational

opportunities through responsible

management of our state’s parks, fisheries,
and wildlife by fostering partnerships,

cultivating stewardship, and safely

connecting people with the outdoors.

ISSUE EXAMPLES

1.

8.
HI

An understanding of bluegill
population dynamics is lacking.
Information on stream and river
fisheries is scarce.

Walleye recruitment and growth have
declined in many lakes.

Effective stocking strategies are needed
for community-based fisheries.

. Shoreline habitat is continually being

lost due to development.

There is a high likelihood of an
unwanted AIS introduction.

. Fishing access and amenities are

limited on a number of waters.

Shore fishing opportunities are limited.

GHEST PRIORITY

OBJECTIVES

1.

Evaluate alternative methods to assess
walleye recruitment.

Evaluate bluegill population dynamics
to refine current management
strategies.

Conduct angler use and harvest
surveys at community-based fisheries.

Enhance shore fishing opportunities.

5. Implement habitat projects to protect

and enhance aquatic habitats.

. Conduct research directed at

improving walleye growth and
recruitment.
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SOUTHEAST FISHERIES MANAGEMENT PLAN SUMMARY

WHY IS A FISHERIES PLAN NEEDED? DEPARTMENT MISSION
This strategic plan, based on the missions of the South Dakota Department of We provide sustainable outdoor recreational
Game, Fish and Parks (GFP) and the Division of Wildlife, will address the issues opportunities through responsible

management of our state’s parks, fisheries,

and opportunities of fisheries management in the Southern portion of the East
and wildlife by fostering partnerships,

River Fisheries Management Area. This plan contains an Inventory section which
describes the available aquatic resources, an Issues section where current fisheries culsating stew&;rdsh:::, an saf; iy
X . . . : X connecting people with the outdoors.
issues are listed and a Goals, Objectives and Strategies section that outlines how the g peop

issues will be addressed over the next five years.

ISSUE EXAMPLES

1. Degraded aquatic habitat limits
fishing opportunity in lakes and small
impoundments.

2. Inconsistent natural reproduction and
recruitment of yellow perch is
insufficient to meet angler needs.

3. Inadequate information to adequately
manage river fisheries exists.

HIGHEST PRIORITY
OBJECTIVES
1. The completion of one major aquatic
habitat improvement project.

2. The chemical renovation of at least one
area water.

3. An evaluation of yellow perch stocking
strategies in natural lakes.

4. An evaluation of yellow perch and
walleye stocking strategies in degraded
small impoundments.

P 5. Finish the collection of information

about fish populations on the James
River.

6. Conduct research on fish loss over the
spillways of small impoundments.
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MISSOURI RIVER FISHERIES MANAGEMENT PLAN SUMMARY

WHY IS A FISHERIES PLAN NEEDED?
Outlining management priorities with a strategic plan is a way to optimize use of
limited resources (staff, money, facilities and equipment) by prioritizing how these

resources are used to best meet fisheries management needs.

'The purpose of the Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Adaptive Management System
is to guide fisheries and aquatic resource management based on the mission of the
Department of Game, Fish and Parks. This Missouri River Fisheries Management
Plan is a dynamic tool addressing the issues, challenges, and opportunities in

managing fisheries and aquatic resources along the Missouri River corridor and in

the four mainstem Missouri River Reservoirs in South Dakota.

This plan begins with an Inventory section, which describes the resources present
in this management area and is divided into three categories: People, Fish and
Habitat. Following the Inventory section are the four reservoir/reach specific
plans. Each of these sub-plans includes an Issues section, which lists the current

fisheries management issues for that reservoir or reach.

Lastly, each of the four sub-plans contains a number of measurable objectives and
strategies for staff to implement. Actions to accomplish the priorities of both the
Department plan and numerous Aquatics plans are incorporated into annual

work plans.

1.LOW LAKE ELEVATION AND SEDIMENTATION AT BUSH'S LANDING ON LAKE OAHE
2. ANNUAL PADDLEFISH STOCKINGS OCCUR ON LAKES SHARPE AND FRANCIS CASE
3. WALLEYE JAW TAG IN USE ON LAKES OAHE AND SHARPE FOR RESEARCH

4. ZEBRA MUSSELS MAY COMPLICATE FISH MANAGEMENT IN LEWIS & CLARK LAKE.

: * .

DEPARTMENT MISSION

We provide sustainable outdoor recreational

opportunities through responsible

management of our state’s parks, fisheries,
and wildlife by fostering partnerships,
cultivating stewardship, and safely
connecting people with the outdoors.

ISSUE EXAMPLES

1.

Oabhe: Shore fishing and ADA access
areas are limited.

Oahe: Walleye reproduction and
recruitment may be negatively
impacted by many factors.

Sharpe: Sedimentation and high use
necessitate boat ramp improvements
and maintenance.

Sharpe: A better understanding of
walleye population dynamics and
movement is needed.

Francis Case: Bhe effects of walleye
regulations on the population need to
be investigated.

Francis Case: Annual fall drawdown
may be impacting vegetation and
invertebrate production.
Randall/Lewis & Clark/Lower
Missouri: he influence of runoff and
river flows on factors affecting walleye
recruitment is unknown.
Randall/Lewis & Clark/Lower
Missouri: Habitat use and movement
patterns of walleye are unknown and
may be impacting management.

HIGHEST PRIORITY
OBJECTIVES

L

Evaluation of new creel survey
methodologies.

Evaluation of walleye stockings and
recruitment (Lake Oahe and Lewis and
Clark Lake).

. Enhancement of access sites near

population centers.

Complete research projects on prey
and sport fish.

Quantification of walleye movement
and entrainment.
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License Sales Totals

(as of Jan 6)
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Resident 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 +/-Licenses +/- Revenue
Combination 1,755| 1,873 1,976] 2160/ 1,804 -356| $ (19,580
Junior Combination 149 168 172 195 164 -311 % (837)
Senior Combination 396 490 591 683 578 -105| § (4,200)
Small Game 337 330 208 245 301 56| $ 1,848
Youth Small Game 73 71 78 79 58 211 % (105)
1-Day Small Game 169 194 145 130 218 88| $ 1,056
[Migratory Bird Certificate 844 859 1,093| 1,092 780 -312| $ (1,560)
Predator/Varmint 148 207 107 154 130 24| $ (120)
Furbearer 420 408 393 574 430 -144| $ (4,320)
Annual Fishing 852 904| 1,027 1,096 876 -220| $ (6,160)
Senior Fishing 197 295 267 310 245 -65) $ (780)
1-Day Fishing 107 71 118 96 134 38| % 304
Gamefish Spearing/Archery 163 173 191 199 0 -199| $ (995)

Nonresident 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Small Game 2656| 2628/ 1,887 1.862] 2323 461 $ 55,781
Youth Small Game 155 173 124 114 99 -15] § (150)
Annual Shooting Preserve 15 11 7 4 4 0| % -
5-day Shooting Preserve 111 141 92 147 107 40| $ (3,040)
1-day Shooting Preserve 84 104 34 54 55 1% 46
Spring Light Goose 5 . 8 11 yi -4 $ (200)
Youth Spring Light Goose 0 0 1 0 0 0% -
[Migratory Bird Certificate 2 11 ) 3 11 8l $ 40
Predator/Varmint 140 168 132 140 152 12] $ 480
Furbearer 1 1 0 2 2 0% -
Annual Fishing 1,041 918| 1,265| 1,170 986 -184/ $  (12,328)
Family Fishing 319 256 338 258 228 -30| $ (2,010)
Youth Annual Fishing 51 41 88 38 43 5% 125
3-Day Fishing 667 384 685 668 559 -109| $ (4,033)
1-Day Fishing 419 366 393 382 425 43| % 688
Gamefish Spearing/Archery 66 64 74 83 0 -83| § (415)
TOTALS =|| 12,224| 11,691| 11,999| 12,153| 12,637 484| $ (465)




RESOLUTION 19-01 27

WHEREAS, the South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks Commission has been
advised that Larry and Betty Swick are owners of a cabin located in Custer State Park
(Custer County) on property described as:

No. 2 Camp Narrows in the Northeast Quarter (NE 1/4) of the Southwest Quarter
(SW 1/4) and the Southeast Quarter (SE1/4) of the Northwest Quarter (NW 1/4)
of Section Seven (7), Township Four (4) South, Range Six (6) East, of the Black
Hills Meridian, Custer County, South Dakota.

WHEREAS, the property upon which the cabin is located is owned by the South
Dakota Department of Game, Fish and Parks and has been leased to Andrew Swick by
permit by reason of a Stipulation of Settlement and Dismissal entered in Craft v. Wipf,
Civil Action No. 85-5092, U.S. District Court for the District of South Dakota, Western
Division, and subsequent agreements and permits executed thereafter based on said
Stipulation and Dismissal; and

WHEREAS, the Commission has been advised that Larry and Betty Swick
desires to and have transferred and assigned all of her joint interest in said cabin and
cabin site permit to Andrew Swick; and;

WHEREAS, the Commission has been requested to approve said Transfer and
Assignment.

NOW, therefore, be it resolved that in the event the Department receives an
executed Agreement and Assignment of the cabin site permit and cabin and
appurtenances located thereon and which further provides that said Assignee agrees to
abide by all of the terms and conditions of the aforementioned Stipulation of Settlement
and Dismissal and all subsequent agreements relative thereto, including but not limited
to Cabin Site Permits, Addendums, and all agreements relative to establishing the lease
or rental payments due the Department, then in that event, the Department is
authorized to execute a Consent to the requested Assignment.
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RESOLUTION 19-02

WHEREAS, the current Concession Lease Agreement at Spring Creek Resort And
Marina located in Spring Creek Recreation Area dated February 29, 2008 expires on
December 31, 2018; and

WHEREAS, as required by the regulations promulgated by the Game, Fish, and
Parks Commission, the Department has issued prospectuses on June 28, 2018 and
December 26, 2018 to solicit a successor concessionaire for a new ten year concession
lease agreement; and

WHEREAS, the prospectus issuances will expire on January 31, 2019 and have not
yet yielded an acceptable proposal; and

WHEREAS, as further provided in the regulations promulgated by the Game, Fish,
and Parks Commission, the Commission may extend the Concession Lease Agreement for
one year at a time to allow for a successor Concessionaire to be found; and

WHEREAS, the current Concessionaire, Spring Creek Ventures, LLC
(Concessionaire) is agreeable to a one year extension of the Concession Lease Agreement

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the GFP Commission does hereby
approve an extension of the current Concession Agreement for one year resulting in an
expiration date of December 31, 2019.



Division of Parks and Recreation

December YTD 2018 Revenue by Item
2017

Annual

2nd Annual 14,777
Combo 28,439
Transferable 1,874
Daily License 124,137
Unattended Vehicle Daily 2,252
GSM Annual Trail Pass 4,576
GSM Daily Trail Pass 15,836
Motorcoach Permit 35,218
CSP 7 Day Pass 171,137
CSP 7 Day Bike Band 21,636
Rally Bike Band 28,369
One-Day Special Event

Camping Services
Picnic Reservations
Firewood

33,611

ol
1,698,906
221,662
1,279,754
121,808
677,198
22,518
68,640
63,342
105,653
3,422,741
216,363
283,690

8,900,788
16,927
168,054

32,240

2018

112,823
2,118
4,708

15,317
31,148
168,692
21,638
31,224

$

$
44,160 $
$

5alr 0 B B B B W B B v

1,684,489
218,796
1,356,278
134,293
676,938
21,184
70,620
61,268
93,443
3,373,832
216,379
312,240
17,178

9,148,797
14,568
220,800

35,997




Division of Parks and Recreation

December 2018 YTD Revenue by District

Pickerel Lak

Lewis & Clarks
Fort Sisseton Chief White Cran
Roy Lake Pierson Ranch
Sica Hollow Springfield
DISTRICT . 51 |  2%)| [Sand Creek
Tabor
Richmond Lake
Mina Lake
Fisher Grove North Point
Amsden North Wheeler
Lake Louise Pease Creek
\DISTRICT 2 Randall Creek
South Shore
Pelican Lake South Scalp
Sandy Shore Whetstone
Lake Cochrane White Swan

Hartford Beach

Farm Island
Oakwood Lakes West Bend
Lake Poinsett Wi
Lake Thompson
DISTRI Oahe Downstream
Cow Creek

Okobojo

West Whitlock

Snake Creek ek East Whitlock e

Platte Creek Swan Creek
Indian Creek
Lake Hiddenwood
Revheim Bay
Walth Bay

Palisades West Pollock

Big Sioux

Lake Vermillion

\DISTR. o Mickelson Trail
Bear Butte

Newton Hills

Good Earth

Union Grove Shadehill

Lake Alvin




Richmond Lake
Mina Lake
Fisher Grove
Amsden

Pelican Lake
Sandy Shore
Lake Cochrane

Oakwood Lakes
Lake Poinsett

Lake Herman
Walker's Point
Lake Carthage

Snake Creek
Platte Creek
Buryanek
Burke Lake

Palisades
Big Sioux

Newton Hills
Good Earth
nion Grove

Pickerel Lake
Fort Sisseton
Roy Lake

ica Hollow

L k ouise _

Hartford Beach

Lakehom pson_____

Lake Vermillion

1,789

1,545
6,673

1,663
3,111
1,164

271

5,431
1,282
1,984

5,858

9,639

8,647

7,156

5,941
3,098
.

9,316

1,678
2,778
49

5,056

6,321

054

11,760
13

Division of Parks and Recreation

December YTD 2018 Camping by District

-16%| |Chief White Crane 12,281
2%)| |Pierson Ranch 4,767
Springfield 1,320
Sand Creek 146
Tabor
|
-9%
-6%)| [North Point 9,942
-49%| |North Wheeler 826
Pease Creek 1,554
Randall Creek 7,533
South Shore 489
-2%| |South Scalp 105
13%| |Whetstone 436
-2%| |White Swan 228
1%!| IDISTRIC: il
Farm Island 7,866
-4%| |West Bend 9,841
0%
1% |Oahe Downstream 14,440
4| |Cow Creek 2,519
-2%| |Okobojo 1,510
-1%| [DISTRIG S A60]
-1%
2% | |West Whitlock 4302
East Whitlock 99
-1%| |Swan Creek 710
-13%| |Indian Creek 6,540
-6%)| |Lake Hiddenwood 467
4 "‘Walth Bay 33

Sttt SR f it

Bear Butte 7 1,202

Shadehill 6,213
Llewellyn Johns 528

Angostura 18,799
Sheps Can on

Lewis & Clark 41281

—

West Polloc _ 1,161 _

Custer 52967 52914

1821 1832

40,773
11,891
4,847
1,245
106

9,777
686
1,355
7,272
360
72
313

7,617
L

13,560

2,677

1,398

4,117
101
656

7,620
10
35

St

1,095

6,063
585

18,414

_19%

-1%
-3%
2%
-6%
-27%
-55%

-2%
-17%
-13%

-3%
-26%
-31%
-28%

1%

3%
— -7%

-6%
6%
-7%

-4%
2%
-8%
17%
-98%
6%

-9%

-2%
11%

0%

2%
1%
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Pickerel Lake
Fort Sisseton

Richmond Lake

Mina Lake
Fisher Grove
Lake Louise

Pelican Lake

Sandy Shore
Lake Cochrane
Hartford Beach

Qakwood Lakes
Lake Poinsett
Lake Thompson

Lake Herman
Walker's Point

Snake Creek
Platte Creek

Palisades
Big Sioux
Beaver Creek
Lake Vermillion

Newton Hills
Good Earth
Union Grove
Lake Alvin
Spirit Mound
Adams

35,540
43,802
158,441
1891

40,333
40,230
29,316
30,655

25,020
19,116
13,172
84,608

75,310
60,201
44,088

95,078
41,379

160,370
108,881

24,775
15,438

139,521
50,333
14,379
38,372
17,683
37,637

Division of Parks and Recreation

December YTD 2018 Visitation by District

43,960 24%| |Lewis & Clark
45,799 5%| [Chief White Crane
163,017 3%

Pierson Ranch

17,359

34,511 -14%| [North Point
40,047 0%| |North Wheeler
28,073 -4%)| |Pease Creek
30,879 1%| |Randall Creek

at Club

45,049 80%

22,528 18%)| |Farm Island
17,938 36% Wpst Bend
+ |{LaFramboise Island

80,288 7%
68,375 14%
48,007 9%

Oahe Downstream
Cow Creek
Okobojo

93,795 -1%
39,514 -5%| | West Whitlock
Swan Creek
Indian Creek
129,280 -19%| |Lake Hiddenwood
111,209 2%| |Revheim Bay
23,753 -4%| |West Pollock

Shadehill
Llewellyn Johns
Little Moreau

Rocky Point
121,436 -13%| |D
46,794 1%
13,835 -4% ) Custer
35,501 7%| 7 |
16,282 -8%| -

26,410 -30%

|

T

723,519 713,935 -1%
59,880 52,053 -13%
70,420 62,560 -11%

111,097
16,601
35,562
45,569

157,926 154,996 2%
47,701 43,392 -9%
75,809 69,300 -9%

402,816 320,288
198,257 201,880
45,563 47,902

2

42,668 40,520 -5%
30,873 21,501 -30%
= 65,027 67,158 3%
21,414 9,127 -57%
55,012 51,227 -71%

269 _

43,168 40,807 -5%
6,251 5,061 -19%
15,626 15,427 -1%

1,929,554

1,911,529 -1%

197,240 186,091
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