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2020 CWD Surveillance and 
Public Outreach Efforts in South Dakota



CWD Action Plan
• Goal Statement

• To determine presence/absence of CWD
• Reduce the spread of CWD
• Have an informed public that 

understand, support and participate 
with CWD management practices to 
ensure viable deer and elk populations 
for future generations



CWD Surveillance
Methods used to collect samples:

• Regional office stations and staff
• Designated collection stations
• Taxidermists
• City deer removals
• Volunteer hunter sampling



CWD Sample Collection Sites



CWD Collection Station



Hunter Sample Submission

1. Place name and license number on Whirl-Pak bag (see example above) 
2. Place lymph nodes in small plastic Whirl-Pak bag, roll bag down from top 4-

5 times, and fold over yellow tabs and freeze nodes overnight.   
3. Wrap frozen ice pack and frozen nodes in paper towel and place in ziplock 

bag.  Place materials within second and third ziplock bags (triple bagged).  
4. Close all bags securely and enclose in pre-addressed and postage paid 

shipping box.  Seal box with self-sealing adhesive strip and place in regular 
mail delivery. 

5. Please include hunter submission form with each sample.  



2020 Samples by Species
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CWD Samples by Species

Elk Mule deer Moose White-tailed Deer

Species # Samples # Positive
Elk 109 9
Mule deer 314 9
Moose 0 0
White-tailed Deer 1,323 38
TOTAL 1,746 56



2020 Samples by Source
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2020 CWD Samples by Source

Collection Source # Samples # Positive
Hunter Harvest/Tribal 1,392 34
City Deer Removals 219 6
Vehicle Kill 5 0
Sick/Surveillance 86 16
Ellsworth 26 0
Depredation 18 0
TOTAL 1,746 56



2020 Samples by Method
Collection Method # Samples

GFP Offices 998
Collection Stations 290
City Deer Removals 219
Taxidermists 94
Vehicle Kill Contractors 0
Hunter Submissions 145
TOTAL 1,746
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Known Distribution of CWD 



US Department of Agriculture 
Grant

• Objectives of USDA-APHIS/South Dakota 
CWD Management and Response 
Cooperative Agreement

• Enhance surveillance efforts in high priority areas to 
determine presence/absence of CWD in certain 
hunting units.

• Enhance public outreach that will further increase 
the awareness of CWD, management implications, 
best management practices, and regulations now 
applicable to hunters, game processors and 
taxidermists.





New Regulations

Postcard mailed to nearly 
75,000 deer license 
holders (both residents 
and nonresidents)



Public Outreach
• List of those accomplishments

• Mailed a postcard on new CWD regulations to nearly 
75,000 deer license holders.

• CWD surveillance letter mailed out to all deer license 
holders within 2020 priority surveillance area.

• Numerous infographic images developed for use with social 
media communication, etc.

• Letter mailed out to all known taxidermists, game 
processors, waste management providers and permitted 
landfills on the new CWD carcass transportation and 
disposal regulations.

• Website updated numerous times to reflect most accurate 
information. 

• Updated Frequently Asked Questions
• Developed a new video on how to remove your own 

sample for CWD testing.
• Provided updates to South Dakota Animal Industry Board.



Public Outreach
• List of those accomplishments (continued)

• Provided updates to South Dakota Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources as they regulate waste management 
providers and permitted landfills.

• Worked with South Dakota Bureau of Information and Technology 
and the South Dakota State University Diagnostics Laboratory on 
efficient reporting of CWD tests results back to hunters via email 
through their GFP licensing profile.

• Provided the following interactive maps:
• CWD Collection Stations 
• Known Distribution of CWD
• Big Game Carcass Disposal Sites

• Did a podcast with GFP’s Podcast and Blast regarding new 
regulations and best management practices to reduce the spread 
of CWD.

• Department staff participated in numerous regional and national 
workgroups discussing CWD management and public outreach.

• Conducted numerous interviews with various media outlets.



Direct Communication
 September 10, 2020:  Rules for Transporting and Disposing Deer and Elk 

Carcasses Have Changed-Targeted Email

 October 6, 2020:  CWD Transporting Elk-Targeted Email

 October 13, 2020:  CWD Carcass Info-Targeted Email

 October 29, 2020:  Black Hills Deer Opening (CWD included)-Targeted Email

 November 4, 2020:  Pulling Your CWD Sample-Social Media

 November 10, 2020:  West River Deer Carcass Transport-Targeted Email

 November 13, 2020:  CWD Awareness before WR Deer-Social Media

 November 16, 2020:  Antlers in Collection Sites-Social Media

 November 19, 2020:  East River Deer Opening (CWD included)-Targeted Email

 November 25, 2020:  CWD Detected Sully/Lyman Counties-Press Release, Social 
Media

 November 30, 2020:  How to Gut a Deer (CWD included)-Social Media

 December 4, 2020:  CWD Found in Ziebach County-Press Release, Social Media

 December 10, 2020:  CWD Found in Mellette County-Press Release, Social Media

 February 13, 2020:  CWD Testing Complete-Targeted Email





Nearly 4,400 views during 2020 hunting seasons



Marketing Consultant







2021 CWD Efforts
• Internal discussions on 2020 efforts

• What worked well, what did not, 
how can we improve?

• Adjustments to regulations based on 
surveillance findings

• How do we measure success??
• Did public outreach efforts inform 

and change behavior of hunters 
and other stakeholders?

• Discuss human dimension needs



Questions or Comments
Chad.Switzer@state.sd.us

605.773.4193

mailto:Chad.Switzer@state.sd.us

	GAME, FISH and PARKS
	CWD Action Plan
	CWD Surveillance
	CWD Sample Collection Sites
	CWD Collection Station
	Hunter Sample Submission
	2020 Samples by Species
	2020 Samples by Source
	2020 Samples by Method
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	US Department of Agriculture Grant
	Slide Number 20
	New Regulations
	Public Outreach
	Public Outreach
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31

