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Coordinator’s Corner
Wearing Orange While

Hunting
A 2007 study conducted by the

University of Michigan illustrates
the importance of wearing blaze
orange, and lots of it!

The initial study research was
a daytime study to investigate the
effects of garment color and
amount of background material
for high visibility safety garments.
The results of the study show that
the amount of garment material
is significant when spotting
someone from a distance. On av-
erage, someone could see a per-
son 71 meters farther when the
person being observed wore a
blaze orange jacket as com-
pared to a vest.

It would appear from our own
internal research that most hunt-
ers in South Dakota are wearing
orange already. How much or-
ange they wear has not been de-
termined. The number of incidents
that occur where we can defini-
tively determine the hunter was
not wearing orange is low. Hav-
ing said that, one incident where
this occurs is one too many.

One thing the research shows
is to wear orange, and LOTS OF
IT! Encourage all of your students
to wear orange when appropriate
this hunting season.

As always, thanks for all your
hard work and let me know if I can
help you with your supply needs.

Curt

A shotgunning education
and wounding loss aware-
ness training session will be
held on June 19th at the Rapid
City Trap club in Rapid City,
SD. Registrations are now
being taken for up to 15
HuntSAFE instructors to at-
tend this clinic.

The wounding loss clinic will
be conducted by Mark
Grovijahn. Mark is a Coopera-
tive North American Education
Program (CONSEP) trainer
as well as being a Resource
Biologist for GFP. The goal of
the program is for participants
to become more skilled

HuntSAFE Instructors Invited to
Shotgunning, Wounding Loss Clinic

shooters, more proficient us-
ers of non toxic shot and more
efficient users of waterfowl
and upland game resources.

This training is designed to
be completed in one full day.
While final times have not
been set for the day long
event, attendees should plan
for an 8 AM to 5 PM (MT) day.
To register, contact Curt
Robertson at
curt.robertson@state.sd.us or
call 605-773-4506.
HuntSAFE instructors will be
compensated for mileage,
meals and lodging (if
needed) at the usual state
rates. Original receipts will be
required if you need compen-
sated for lodging. Please
note that inexpensive rooms
are hard to get in Rapid City
over the summer months.
Please take this into consid-
eration when deciding
whether to attend this event.
The state will only compen-
sate for $46.50 a day for
lodging. We do hope to hold
a similar event east river in
2011.
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HuntSAFE Office is Moving
GFP is adding on space at the Missouri Fisheries Center and

the HuntSAFE office will be moving to this location. The move is
tentatively set for May 1st. The fisheries center is located in Ft.
Pierre on the west side of the Missouri River. Due to this move
out of Pierre, there will be an address as well as a phone num-
ber change. The new address for the HuntSAFE office will be:

Hunter Education
20641 SD Hwy 1806
Fort Pierre, SD 57532

The new phone number is: 605-223-7666
The email is still the same: Curt.robertson@state.sd.us

South Dakota and Wyoming Team
up for Hunter Education Challenge

South Dakota and Wyoming
are teaming up to present youth
hunting championships for
each state this spring in Wyo-
ming.

The Youth Hunter Education
Challenge will be held May 8
in Upton, WY. Young hunters
do not need to qualify in a re-
gional or district tournament to
compete in the event. All SD
and WY youth 18 and younger
who have passes a hunter edu-
cation course are eligible to
showcase their hunting skills
and probably learn some in the
process.

This is the third year the chal-
lenge has been hosted at the
Upton Club, and the second
year of South Dakota participa-
tion.

The challenge tests young-
sters in sporting clays-style
trap shooting; .22 caliber fire-
arms; muzzleloader firearms;
archery; wildlife identification;

New Equipment
Trailers for

South Dakota
Community based shooting

sports and outdoor recreation
programs are becoming
more and more popular in
South Dakota. Whether a
community sponsors a STEP
OUTSIDE program, a NRA
Youthfest or an archery camp,
people in SD are getting out-
side and enjoying the shoot-
ing sports with the hunters of
tomorrow.

To help with these pro-
grams, GFP is in the process
of placing a trailer full of out-
door equipment at an office
in every region of the state.
(Sioux Falls, Watertown,
Chamberlain, Rapid City)
While a final list of equipment
for each trailer is yet to be
completed, here is a list of
some of the items to be in-
cluded in the trailer: Firearms
(20 gauge, maybe .410, .22’s)
complete archery set, BB
guns, turkey calls, goose de-
coys, fishing kits, ice fishing
kits, critter crates and more.

If your community or
sportsman’s group would like
to have their own outdoor rec-
reation day, contact your lo-
cal conservation officer and
he can reserve the trailer for
you.

orienteering; and hunter safety.
“The challenge is designed to

be a fun event for all partici-
pants, not just the winners,”
said Jim Dawson, the WY
Game and Fish Departments
hunter education coordinator.

The event is sponsored by
SD GFP, WY Game and Fish,
Upton Gun Club, WY Friends
of NRA, and various local busi-
nesses. While youth from both
SD and WY will participate in
the event, they will not be com-
peting against each other as a
winner will be crowned for each
state. To participate, young-
sters must submit copies of
their hunter education cards,
birth certificates and photos
and pay a $10 entry fee. Entry
forms are available through the
WY Game and Fish website at
http://gf/state.wy.us/downloads/
p d f / e d u c a t i o n /
2010%20YHEC.pdf
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2009 Program Summary 
 

Hunter Safety and Firearms Education 
(HuntSAFE) 

 
    # of Classes — Students Certified  

1  164    3,697 
 

 Region 1 30 —   699 
 Region 2 33 —   560 

    Region 3 69 — 1,699 
    Region 4 32 —   739 
      

 
Recent History: 
        2008   4,114 students certified --- 160 classes 
        2007   4,046 students certified --- 159 classes 

 2006   3,696 students certified --- 151 classes 
 2005 3,636 students certified --- 155 classes  

2004 3,831 students certified — 160 classes 
 2003 3,996 students certified --- 169 classes 
 2002 3,861 students certified 
 2001 3,733 students certified 

 
 
  Bowhunter Education 
  (coordinated w/ state director of the National Bowhunter Education Foundation) 

  
 64 class rosters submitted 
 1,670 students certified 

 
 

Recent History: 
 
2008   1,747 students certified  69 classes 
2007   1,608 students certified, 66 classes 
2006   1,833 students certified, 64 classes 
2005 1,770 students certified, 55 classes 
2004 1,586 students certified  50 classes 

 2003 1,493 students certified 
 2002 1,619 students certified 
 2001 1,368 students certified 
 
Bowhunter Education certification is required (Chapter 41:06:05:04) for: 

 All archery big game licensees 11-15 years of age. 
 All first-time archery big game licensees, regardless of age. 
 All archery elk licensees. 



4

39 Hunting Incidents in 2009
There were a total of 39 hunting

and shooting sports related inci-
dents reported in South Dakota in
2009. One fatality incident is still un-
der investigation and is not included
in these final numbers. There was
also one fatality by result of a heart
attack while pheasant hunting that is
included in the incidents for 2009.
The number of incidents was above
the 20 year average of 32.

The HuntSAFE office compiles
hunter safety statistics using the defi-
nitions outlined by the International
Hunter Education Association.
(IHEA) The IHEA determines the cri-
teria of how incidents are reported.
These criteria include:

• Injury or death of a person re-
sulting from the discharge of a
firearm while hunting

• Injury or death of a person while
hunting, not involving discharge
of a firearm

• Injury or death of a person, other
than while hunting, resulting from
the discharge of a firearm.

Here is a summary of some of the
facts concerning incidents in South
Dakota:
• 30 incidents were related to up-

land game bird hunting, 28 pheas-
ant and 2 grouse.

• 3 incidents involved placing or re-
moving a loaded firearm from a
vehicle

• 2 incidents were treestand falls
• 2 incidents were rabbit hunting
• 1 incident involved skunk hunting
• 1 incident involved trap shooting

Where residency could be deter-
mined, 14 incidents involved resi-
dents of South Dakota while 17 in-
cidents involved non-residents.
Where hunter education completion
could be determined, the data indi-
cates 23 people involved as shoot-
ers in an incident had received
hunter education while 3 had not. In
the 30 upland game bird incidents,
17 victims were wearing both an or-
ange hat and vest, 10 were wearing
an orange hat only and 3 were wear-
ing no orange at all.

Total Big Game Turkey SmallGame Waterfowl Other
2009 39 0 0 33 0 6
2008 32 3 1 23 0 5
2007 42 1 1 31 0 9
2006 30 1 1 23 3 2
2005 60 1 1 53 2 3
2004 22 1 0 15 1 5
2003 40 4 1 29 1 5
2002 28 3 0 23 0 2
2001 30 2 0 23 1 4
2000 27 4 1 17 2 3
1999 27 4 1 18 2 3
1998 26 1 1 18 2 4
1997 18 1 0 13 2 2
1996 26 1 1 19 1 4
1995 38 1 0 35 1 1
1994 26 1 0 23 0 2
1993 39 1 1 30 0 7
1992 20 0 0 15 0 5
1991 39 4 0 28 0 7
1990 29 3 0 25 1 0
1989 29 2 1 23 1 2
1988 28 0 0 22 1 5

Fatalities
2009 1 (heart attack
2008 1 (heart attack)
2007 1 (heart attack)
2006 0
2005 0
2004 1 (waterfowl)
2003 1 (deer)
2002 3 (raccoon, pheasant,

pheasant)
2001 2 (beaver, pheasant)
2000 1 (pheasant)
1999 1 (turkey)
1998 1 (pheasant)
1997 0
1996 1 (turkey)
1995 0
1994 1 (deer)
1993 1 (pheasant)
1992 0
1991 1 (deer)
1990 1 (waterfowl)
1989 2 (coyote, pheasant)
1988 0

SOUTH DAKOTA HUNTING INCIDENT DATA
Since 1988

Following are data from hunting incident reports in South Dakota from 1988 to the present:


