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SOUTH DAKOTA PHEASANT
SURVEY LOWER; HUNTING
OPPORTUNITIES IMPROVE

PIERRE, S.D. — Months of persistent drought
in 2012, a cold, wet spring in 2013, and a reduc-
tion in habitat have impacted pheasant brood
counts, according to a report released today by
the South Dakota Game, Fish, and Parks Depart-
ment. But officials note that South Dakota will still
offer the best pheasant hunting experience in the
country, with more than 1.1 million acres of public
land available for pursuing birds within the state’s
main pheasant range.

The department’s annual brood count surveys
the number of pheasants per mile as a means
to track pheasant numbers over time. The actual
population size is estimated after the pheasant
hunting season ends, with additional information
gathered from hunter surveys and a winter roost-
er-to-hen ratio survey.

The 2013 report indicates an index of 1.52
pheasants per mile, down from 4.19 pheasants
per mile last year.

“The annual brood count provides us with a
year-over-year analysis tool,” said Travis Runia,

be down from last year, but hunters will still be
able to find birds.”

GFP conducts the brood route
survey each year on select stretch-
es of roads around the state. All
pheasants are counted along each
route, with particular attention to
the number of broods.

RESULTS OF PHEASANT BROOD SURVEYS BY CITY AREAS

October

19

Traditional Pheasant

Pheasants Per Mile é?;;f::‘::;:
omvaren | S0 | covey | memn | suvey | memn
¢ [Chamberlain | 266 | 1081 | 1593 | 75% | -85%
¢ [Winner 200 | 735 784 | 3% | -74%
 [Pierre 215 | 953 051 | 77% | 1%
: [ Mobridge 2.12 671 711 68% | -70%
[ Aberdeen 170 | 374 676 | 5% | -75%
¢ [ Huron 2.04 4.10 803 | 50% | -75%
¢ [ mitchel 177 | 3o 625 | 5% | -72%
¢ [Vankton 068 | 062 151 10% | -55%
. | Sioux Falls 0.8 112 234 | 21% | -62%
[ Brookings 077 193 433 | 60% | -82%
¢ [ watertown 0.77 2.55 502 | -70% | -85%
: [ sisseton 047 | 082 200 | 3% | 77%
¢ [Westemsp | 101 2.24 280 | -55% | -64%
| STATEWDE 152 419 623  -64%  -76%

“Much of the northern Great Plains experi-

enced the same weather and habitat factors that
impacted our brood counts,” Runia said.

Runia noted that lower brood counts in 1992

¢ and 1997 still resulted in almost one million
pheasants harvested in South Dakota each year.
Since 1992, the state has added 350,000 acres
of public access within the main pheasant range,
expanding hunting opportunities.

The 2013 pheasant season opens Oct. 19 and

GFP's lead pheasant biologist. “Our numbers may ¢ runs through Jan. 5, 2014. The Youth Pheasant

season will run from Oct. 5 — 9 and the Resident
¢ Only season Oct. 12 - 14,

The 2013 Pheasant Brood Survey

Report, complete with comparisons
for different local areas, can be ac-
cessed at http.//gfp.sd.gov/hunting/
small-game/pheasant-outlook.aspx.

Season Opens
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