
LIGHT GOOSE CONSERVATION ORDER 
 

 
Information provided in this section pertains only to the Spring Light Goose Conservation Order in South Dakota.  
The previous section reported only on the regular season. 

 
The 2015 Light Goose Conservation Order covered 14 February - 3 May statewide.  This was the 17

th
 year the 

conservation order was offered.  The daily bag and possession limits were unlimited.  To hunt light geese, residents 
were required to hold small game, 1-day small game, adult, senior or junior combination, or youth small game 
licenses plus a migratory bird certification.  Nonresidents were required to obtain a nonresident Spring Light Goose 
or a nonresident Youth Spring Light Goose license.  Hunters were not required to possess a federal waterfowl 
stamp to participate in the conservation order. 
 
Harvest surveys were sent to both resident and nonresident hunters.  In 2015, there were a projected 6,424 license 
holders who hunted at least one day for light geese during the conservation order dates (2,147 residents, 4,277 
nonresidents).  From the survey responses, there were a projected total of 165,331 light geese harvested. 
 
The average days hunted projected to a total of 28,971 recreation days for the conservation order.  Clark, Yankton, 
McCook, Brown, and Kingsbury county hunters had the highest reported harvest, accounting for an estimated 39% 
of the total harvest. 
 
 

Comparison of the 2005 - 2015 Conservation Order light goose harvests 
 

 Resident Hunters Nonresident Hunters 
 

Year 
Number 
Hunters 

 
Harvest 

Total Days 
Hunted 

Number 
Hunters 

 
Harvest 

Total Days 
Hunted 

2005 4,136 71,545 26,427 2,617 44,852 11,161 

2006 3,764 51,027 21,767 3,150 48,520 13,262 

2007 2,480 39,343 13,323 2,808 57,212 9,970 

2008 3,330 45,995 18,925 3,271 61,142 12,406 

2009 2,895 38,184 15,173 3,621 78,765 15,063 

2010 1,762 18,223 7,883 2,884 34,325 10,486 

2011 2,503 33,569 15,600 3,617 77,786 26,766 

2012 2,324 37,655 13,885 2,494 70,703 16,538 

2013 3,166 53,571 15,502 4,142 114,926 15,856 

2014 2,159 41,386 11,832 4,514 107,730 17,949 

2015 2,147 53,046 12,402 4,277 112,285 16,569 



SPRING LIGHT GOOSE HARVEST FOR 2015
Last Revised: 6 Aug 2015

Resident Nonresident

CONSERVATION ORDER LIGHT GOOSE Licenses Sold *3* 12,561 4,437

Projected ACTIVE CONS ORDER LIGHT GOOSE HUNTERS 2,147 4,277

Number Sampled for Survey 2,938 975

Number Responded to Survey 1,901 610

Responded and Participated in Season 325 588

Responded but DID NOT HUNT 1,576 22

Survey Response Rate 64.7% 62.6%

TOTAL LIGHT GOOSE HARVEST CONSERVATION ORDER = 165,331

          Late Season (Conservation Order) 2/14 - 3/10 Period:

No. Hunters Reporting Light Goose Days 163 99

Total Reported Light Goose Hunted Days 677 275

Average Days Hunted Light Geese 4.15 2.78

Total Reported Light Geese Bagged 2,306 1,806

Average Light Goose Bag for Season 14.15 18.24

Projected Days Light Goose Hunting 4,473 2,000

Projected No. Light Goose Hunters 1,077 720

Projected Light Goose Bag 15,237 13,136

TOTAL LIGHT GEESE HARVESTED 2/14 - 3/10 = 28,373

          Late Season (Conservation Order) 3/11 - 5/3 Period:

No. Hunters Reporting Light Goose Days 253 516

Total Reported Light Goose Hunted Days 1,200 2,003

Average Days Hunted Light Geese 4.74 3.88

Total Reported Light Geese Bagged 5,722 13,631

Average Light Goose Bag for Season 22.62 26.42

Projected Days Light Goose Hunting 7,929 14,569

Projected No. Light Goose Hunters 1,672 3,753

Projected Light Goose Bag 37,809 99,149

TOTAL LIGHT GEESE HARVESTED 3/11 - 5/3 = 136,957

Reported Geese shot but not retrieved 396 569

Projected Geese Shot but Not Retrieved 2,617 4,139

*3* Numbers of resident licenses sold are based on the number of migratory bird certificates in the 2015

     database purchased prior to April 26  



Light Goose Conservation Order Hunter & Harvest Distribution by County 2015
HUNTER DISTRIBUTION HARVEST DISTRIBUTION

COUNTY # Reported # Projected % of Total # Proj w/ Unk * # Reported # Projected % of Total # Proj w/ Unk * Birds/Hunter **

Minnehaha 30 211 3.7 236 982 6,893 4.7 7,745 32.7

Pennington 1 7 0.1 8 2 14 0.0 16 2.0

Brown 76 535 9.3 598 1,167 8,192 5.6 9,204 15.3

Beadle 14 99 1.7 110 425 2,983 2.0 3,352 30.3

Codington 36 253 4.4 283 672 4,717 3.2 5,300 18.6

Brookings 21 148 2.6 165 542 3,805 2.6 4,275 25.7

Yankton 58 408 7.1 456 1,821 12,783 8.7 14,362 31.3

Davison 15 106 1.8 118 191 1,341 0.9 1,506 12.7

Lawrence 0 0 0.0 0 0 0 0.0 0 0

Aurora 2 14 0.2 16 3 21 0.0 24 1.5

Bennett 1 7 0.1 8 89 625 0.4 702 88.8

Bon Homme 15 106 1.8 118 212 1,488 1.0 1,672 14.1

Brule 5 35 0.6 39 175 1,228 0.8 1,380 34.9

Buffalo 0 0 0.0 0 0 0 0.0 0 0

Butte 0 0 0.0 0 0 0 0.0 0 0

Campbell 3 21 0.4 24 9 63 0.0 71 3.0

Charles Mix 0 0 0.0 0 0 0 0.0 0 0

Clark 73 514 8.9 574 2,248 15,780 10.7 17,730 30.7

Clay 10 70 1.2 79 289 2,029 1.4 2,279 28.8

Corson 5 35 0.6 39 259 1,818 1.2 2,043 51.7

Custer 0 0 0.0 0 0 0 0.0 0 0

Day 47 331 5.8 370 1,007 7,069 4.8 7,942 21.4

Deuel 9 63 1.1 71 451 3,166 2.2 3,557 50.0

Dewey 6 42 0.7 47 182 1,278 0.9 1,435 30.3

Douglas 8 56 1.0 63 244 1,713 1.2 1,924 30.4

Edmunds 25 176 3.1 197 520 3,650 2.5 4,101 20.7

Fall River 1 7 0.1 8 1 7 0.0 8 1.0

Faulk 15 106 1.8 118 187 1,313 0.9 1,475 12.4

Grant 4 28 0.5 31 23 161 0.1 181 5.7

Gregory 0 0 0.0 0 0 0 0.0 0 0

Haakon 0 0 0.0 0 0 0 0.0 0 0

Hamlin 21 148 2.6 165 246 1,727 1.2 1,940 11.7

Hand 0 0 0.0 0 0 0 0.0 0 0

Hanson 20 141 2.4 157 612 4,296 2.9 4,827 30.5

Harding 15 106 1.8 118 997 6,998 4.8 7,863 66.3

Hughes 6 42 0.7 47 75 526 0.4 592 12.5

Hutchinson 13 91 1.6 102 183 1,285 0.9 1,443 14.0

Hyde 0 0 0.0 0 0 0 0.0 0 0

Jackson 7 49 0.9 55 89 625 0.4 702 12.7

Jerauld 1 7 0.1 8 26 183 0.1 205 25.9

Jones 0 0 0.0 0 0 0 0.0 0 0

Kingsbury 56 394 6.9 440 1,489 10,452 7.1 11,743 26.5

Lake 25 176 3.1 197 876 6,149 4.2 6,909 35.0

Lincoln 11 77 1.3 86 177 1,242 0.8 1,396 16.1

Lyman 1 7 0.1 8 1 7 0.0 8 1.0

McCook 36 253 4.4 283 1,505 10,564 7.2 11,870 41.7

McPherson 5 35 0.6 39 22 154 0.1 174 4.4

Marshall 8 56 1.0 63 62 435 0.3 489 7.7

Meade 1 7 0.1 8 0 0 0.0 0 0.0

Mellette 2 14 0.2 16 60 421 0.3 473 29.9

Miner 14 99 1.7 110 360 2,527 1.7 2,839 25.7

Moody 4 28 0.5 31 174 1,221 0.8 1,372 43.4

Perkins 1 7 0.1 8 12 84 0.1 95 12.0

Potter 1 7 0.1 8 0 0 0.0 0 0.0

Roberts 9 63 1.1 71 68 477 0.3 536 7.5

Sanborn 7 49 0.9 55 84 590 0.4 662 12.0

Spink 35 246 4.3 275 868 6,093 4.1 6,846 24.7

Stanley 2 14 0.2 16 100 702 0.5 789 49.9

Sully 2 14 0.2 16 10 70 0.0 79 5.0

Tripp 4 28 0.5 31 366 2,569 1.7 2,887 91.3

Turner 13 91 1.6 102 377 2,646 1.8 2,973 28.9

Union 6 42 0.7 47 136 955 0.6 1,073 22.6

Walworth 9 63 1.1 71 168 1,179 0.8 1,325 18.6

Ziebach 1 7 0.1 8 68 477 0.3 536 67.8

Shannon 1 7 0.1 8 51 358 0.2 402 50.9

Todd 0 0 0.0 0 0 0 0.0 0 0

Unk/Unreported 96 676 - - 2,590 18,181 - 26.9

TOTALS: 913 6,424 100% 6,424 23,553 165,331 100% 165,331 25.73

Last Revised: 27 August 2015

* Includes unknown county projection values by assuming unknown county values are distributed the same as reported county values.  Total values may be different due to rounding.

** Calculation uses "# projected" values without correction for unknown/unreported county values.  


