Youth Waterfowl Hunting Season

In an effort to increase recruitment of young hunters into the ranks of waterfowl hunters, the
South Dakota Department of Game, Fish and Parks opened a first ever 1-day duck hunt on
September 21, 1996, for youth under the age of 16. The hunt started one week before the regular
duck hunting season opened. The daily bag limit was 5 ducks with the same season restrictions as
during the regular season. Youth had to be accompanied by an adult (at least 18 years of age) and
the adult could not hunt waterfowl. This was an opportunity for youth to hunt with a mentor with
little or no competition from other hunters on either public or private land throughout South
Dakota.

The youth waterfowl hunt has evolved a bit over the years and today it’s a 2-day season and the
bag limit includes ducks, coots, mergansers, and Canada geese. The adult accompanying the
youth cannot hunt ducks during this season but may participate in other open seasons such as the
early fall Canada goose season. Declining numbers of duck hunters is a real concern to GFP.
Waterfowl hunters are the folks who purchase federal duck stamps that provide funding for
wetland and grassland habitat that support waterfowl and many other wildlife species, including
nongame species. They also are big supporters of private wildlife groups such as Ducks
Unlimited and Delta Waterfowl and are important in the political arena when landscape level
policy decisions are made. It’s absolutely vital that we recruit a new crop of young waterfowl
hunters to carry on the waterfowling traditions that are so dear to seasoned hunters. This season,
introduce a youth to waterfowl hunting.



