Secondary Fence Program for
Domestic Sheep and Goats

The goal of this program is to reduce the risk of disease transmission between domestic herds and bighorn
sheep. South Dakota Game, Fish & Parks is committed to working with landowners with domestic sheep
and goats to facilitate the management of bighorn sheep in designated areas of the Black Hills.

General Program Information

Cooperating landowners will
agreement with SD Game,

sign an
Fish and

Parks outlining the terms of the
agreement.
SD Game, Fish and Parks will cover

100% of costs for fence materials and
installation.

Cooperating landowner agrees to
maintain secondary fence and all other
fences associated with domestic sheep or
goat herd for the life of the agreement or
until possession of domestic herd has
ended.

The cooperating landowner agrees to
allow SD Game, Fish and Parks, or its
designee, to access the property to
inspect the condition of the fence during
the terms of the agreement.

Cooperating landowner is responsible for
all fence maintenance for the duration of
the agreement.

Tvpes of Fences and Specifications

Installed fences and designs must be
approved SD Game, Fish and Parks.
Design criteria will be to USDA Natural

Resources Conservation Service
construction specifications, modified in
consultation with SD Game, Fish and

Parks and the cooperating landowner to

fit specific sites and needs.

8 Foot Tall Woven Wire Fence

0 Minimum top wire height of 96
inches.

o 12,5 gauge woven
maximum 6 inch squares.

0 Must include treated corner and line
posts (steel posts are an approved
alternative).

0 Line posts must be set at 10 to 15
foot intervals.
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e 8 Foot Tall High-Tensile Electric Fence
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Minimum top wire height of 96
inches.

12.5 gauge, smooth Class 111
galvanized wire with a tensile
strength of 170,000 PSI and
breaking strength of 1,300 Ibs.
White ply-coated wire with the same
specifications can be used to increase
visibility.

Line posts must be set at 5 foot
intervals.

A minimum of 8 inch intervals
between wires for the bottom 36
inches. Top 60 inches shall have a
minimum of 10 inch intervals
between wires.

e Other Specifications and Requirements
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Fence design could include a
combination of a minimum height of
a 4 foot woven wire fence with the
top section of the fence constructed
with high-tensile electric wires for a
minimum top wire height of 96
inches.

The top of the fence must be made
highly visible by using tape, flagging,
or other marking.

A minimum of one gate must be
installed at one of the corners for
any animals that inadvertently get
trapped between the primary and
secondary fence.

Primary and secondary fence shall
have a minimum spacing of 3 feet.

Contact Information
South Dakota Dept. of Game, Fish & Parks

Rapid City Regional Office
4130 Adventure Trail
Rapid City, SD 57702
Phone: 605.394.2391
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