Hunting Handbook Supplement

Waterfowl

and

Small Game

SOUTH DAKOTA
GAME, FISH & PARKS DEPARTMENT W

Game, Fish
& Parks



TABLE OF CONTENTS

HUNTING SEASON INFORMATION
Public HUNTING Areas ...........uuuiiiiiiiiiiiiii 3

GENERAL LICENSE INFORMATION
License Requirements..........ooooiiiiiiiiiiiiiccce e 4

HUNTING SEASON INFORMATION

August Management Take Canada Goose............ccceeeeveeeeennnnnns 5
Early Fall Canada GOOSE ..........ceeeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie 5
Youth Waterfowl...........eeeiiiiii e 5
Small Game Hunting Seasons ..............uueeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiis 6
Other SEASONS......ccc i 7

Dennis Daugaard, Governor
Jeff Vonk, GFP Secretary
Tony Leif, Wildlife Division Director

GAME, FISH AND PARKS COMMISSION

Jeff Olson, Chairman, Rapid City Barry Jensen, White River
Susie Knippling, Vice-Chair, Gann Valley Cathy Peterson, Salem
John Cooper, Pierre Bill Cerny, Burke

Jim Spies, Watertown Duane Sather, Sioux Falls

WILDLIFE DIVISION OFFICES
Licensing & Information: 605.223.7660, TTY: 605.223.7684
Email: wildinfo@state.sd.us

Aberdeen: 605.626.2391, 5850 E. Highway 12
Chamberlain: 605.734.4530, 1550 E. King Ave.
Ft. Pierre: 605.223.7700, 20641 SD Hwy 1806
Huron: 605.353.7145, 895 3rd Street SW.
Mobridge: 605.845.7814, 909 Lake Front Drive
Pierre: 605.773.3387, 523 E. Capitol Ave.
Rapid City: 605.394.2391, 4130 Adventure Trail
Sioux Falls: 605.362.2700, 4500 S. Oxbow Ave.
Watertown: 605.882.5200, 400 West Kemp
Webster: 605.345.3381, 603 E. 8th Ave.

This publication is a supplement to the Hunting Handbook. The full Hunting Handbook
should be available in early September.

40,000 copies of this document were printed by Western Commercial Printing, at a
cost of 4 cents per document.

2



PUBLIC HUNTING AREAS
STATE'GAME1 Game Production Areas

Game Production Areas are lands owned by the State of South
PH?AD#EHON Dakota and managed by Game, Fish and Parks for the benefit of all
OPEN HUNTING wildlife species. These lands are purchased with money from the sale
T ) of hunting licenses and Federal Aid money provided by a tax on hunt-
"’* %, INE ing equipment sales. South Dakota has approximately 730 Game
%

Production Areas, totaling more than 294,000 acres. The property
taxes are paid with sportsmen’s license fee money.

GAME, AISHAND PARKS

/ Y Walk-In Areas

WALK-IN AREA R
FOOT TRAFFIC ONLY Walk-In Areas are lands owned by private individuals as work

e P e B ki ing farms and ranches that are leased for public hunting access by
T Game, Fish and Parks. Money from the sale of hunting licenses and
Fspoct tha Lencosrr Federal Aid money from a tax on hunting equipment sales is used to

wh} there is NO DRIVING on these areas except on designated trails
which are marked with signs. There are over 1.25 million acres in the
Walk-In Area program. Please remember these are privately owned
lands and your actions while hunting them can determine if they are
open to public hunting in the future.

g o @ pay the leases. No permission is needed to hunt these areas and

Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP)

Lands in CREP are open year round to public hunting and fishing
access. CREP lands are owned by private individuals who have en-
rolled them in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) and signed a
lease agreement with Game, Fish and Parks to provide public hunting
and fishing access and target habitat in the James River Watershed.
Over 65,000 acres of CREP will be open to hunting this fall.

. Waterfowl Production Areas (WPA)
WATERFOWL Waterfowl Production areas are owned by the United States Fish
Pnoﬁ?#g:'o“ and Wildlife Service. These areas open to public hunting and are
managed for the production of waterfowl, but provide habitat for other
wildlife as well. There are 1,000 WPAs in South Dakota, totaling
nearly 150,000 acres.

DPEN TO HUNTING
UNSUTHORITED ACTRITIES FADHIBTED
Purchases wih Dieos Bramg. Dulars

Other Public Areas

The Game, Fish and Parks Department also manages Water Ac-
cess Areas, State Game Refuges, State Game Bird Refuges, State
Waterfowl Refuges, Lakeside Use Areas, State Recreation Areas and
State Parks. These areas are regulated and may or may not provide
public hunting. Other agencies with public hunting lands in South Da-
kota include the US Forest Service, the US Army Corps of Engineers,
the US Bureau of Land Management, and the US Bureau of Reclama-
tion.

Public Hunting Maps - Maps of these lands may be seen in the Public Hunting Atlas, or
they may be viewed online or obtained for your personal gps device, iPhone or Andriod at:
www.gfp.sd.gov/hunting/areas.



2012 LICENSE REQUIREMENTS

Game Species

Pheasant, Grouse, Partridge,
Quail, Cottontail Rabbit, Tree
Squirrel, Mourning Dove ©,
Snipe, Sandhill Crane @

Resident

One of the following:

- Small Game License

- 1-Day Small Game License
- Combination License

- Youth Small Game License

Dove, Snipe & Sandhill Crane also
require Migratory Bird Certification

Nonresident

One of the following:
- Nonresident Small Game License
- Nonresident Youth

Small Game License
*Dove, Snipe & Sandhill Crane also
require Migratory Bird Certification
*NOTE: Migratory Bird Certification
alone does not entitle nonresidents
to hunt migratory waterfowl.

Waterfowl (includes Ducks,
Geese @, Coot @,

Tundra Swan @,

Sandhill Crane ®)

One of the following:

- Small Game License

- 1-Day Small Game License

- Combination License

- Youth Small Game License

PLUS

- Migratory Bird Certification

- Federal Waterfowl Stamp
(ages 16 and older)

- State Nonresident Waterfowl
License (fall licenses
by application only)

- Migratory Bird Certification
(included in license purchase)

PLUS

- Federal Waterfowl Stamp
(ages 16 and older)

Coyote, Red and Gray Fox, Skunk

Hunting - One of the following:
- Predator/Varmint License
- Furbearer License
- Any resident hunting license
- No license required for

youth under age 16

Hunting - One of the following:

- Nonresident Predator/Varmint
License

- Any Nonresident Hunting License

Trapping

- Furbearer License

- No license required for
youth under age 16

Hunting or Trapping
- Nonresident Furbearer License

Raccoon, Badger

Same as Above

Hunting or Trapping
- Nonresident Furbearer License

Bobcat, Opossum, Mink,
Weasel, Beaver, Muskrat

Hunting or Trapping

One of the following:

- Furbearer License

- No license required for
youth under age 16

Hunting or Trapping
- Nonresident Furbearer License

Prairie Dog, Gopher, Crow,
Jackrabbit, Ground
Squirrel, Porcupine, Marmot

One of the following:

- Predator/Varmint License

- Any Resident Hunting License

- Furbearer License

- No license required for youth
under age 16

One of the following:
- Nonresident Predator/
Varmint License
- Any Nonresident Hunting License
- Nonresident Furbearer license

Licensed Private
Shooting Preserve

Same licenses required to hunt that
species off a preserve

One of the following:

- Shooting Preserve License; or

- Same licenses needed to hunt
that species off a preserve

Big Game (including Wild Turkey)

Resident Big Game License & Tag

Nonresident Big Game
License & Tag

O Federal waterfowl stamp is not required for Spring Light Goose, Canada Goose August Management Take, Coot,

Sandhill Crane, or Mourning Dove.

® Only hunters who applied for and received a Tundra Swan License in the lottery are eligible to hunt.
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2012 HUNTING SEASON INFORMATION

CANADA GOOSE AUGUST MANAGEMENT TAKE - Open to South Dakota residents only.
Dates: August 4-26
Daily Limit: 15, Possession Limit: none
Open Area: Brookings, Brown, Clark, Codington, Day, Deuel, Hamlin, Hanson,
Hutchinson, Grant, Kingsbury, Lake, Lincoln, McCook, Marshall, Miner, Minnehaha,
Moody, Roberts, Spink, Turner and Union counties.
License Requirements
* Annual small game or combination license
« State Migratory Bird Certification
 Federal waterfowl stamp is not required
Restrictions: Shooting hours are one-half hour before sunrise to sunset.

EARLY FALL CANADA GOOSE - Open to residents and nonresidents.

Dates: Sept. 1-30, Daily Limit 15, Possession Limit 30

Closed Area (Unit 2 and 3 of regular Canada goose season) The counties of Bennett,
Perkins, Gregory, Charles Mix, Brule, Bon Homme, Buffalo, Lyman, Stanley, Hughes, that
portion of Hyde County south of U.S. Highway 34, that portion of Sully County west of
U.S. Highway 83, that portion of Potter County west of U.S. Highway 83, those portions
of Hyde, Buffalo, Brule, Charles Mix, and Bon Homme counties south and west of a line
beginning at the Hughes-Hyde county line on State Highway 34, east to Lees Boulevard,
southeast to State Highway 34, east 7 miles to 350th Avenue, south to Interstate 90 on
350th Avenue, south and east on State Highway 50 to Geddes, east on 285th Street to
U.S. Highway 281, south on U.S. Highway 281 to State Highway 50, east and south on
State Highway 50 to the Bon Homme-Yankton county boundary, that portion of Fall River
County east of State Highway 71 and U.S. Highway 385, that portion of Custer County
east of State Highway 79 and south of French Creek, and that portion of Dewey County
south of Bureau of Indian Affairs Road 8, Bureau of Indian Affairs Road 9, and the section
of U.S. Highway 212 east of the Bureau of Indian Affairs Road 8 junction.

- Nonresidents may not hunt geese during this season in Units 2 and 3 (above), norin
the following counties: Beadle, Brookings, Hanson, Kingsbury, Lake, Lincoln, McCook,
Miner, Minnehaha, Moody, Sanborn, Turner and Union.

Restrictions: Shooting hours are one-half hour before sunrise to sunset.

Resident License Requirements
* Annual small game or combination license
« State Migratory Bird Certification
* Federal waterfowl stamp (ages 16 and older)

Nonresident License Requirements
» September Canada Goose License; or
 Appropriately dated 10-day or 3-day Waterfowl License
« State Migratory Bird Certification (included as part of waterfowl license)
 Federal waterfowl stamp (ages 16 and older)

YOUTH WATERFOWL

Dates: Sept. 22-23

Daily Limit: The daily & possession limits for Youth Waterfowl will be finalized in early
August. After that time you can view these on our website at
www.gfp.sd.gov/hunting/waterfowl or call the GFP information line at 605-223-7660.

Possession Limit: Twice the daily limit



2012 HUNTING SEASON INFORMATION

SMALL GAME HUNTING SEASONS

Game Species DATES DAILY LIMIT POSSESSION LIMIT
Youth Pheasant Season ©® Oct. 6-10 3 15
Resident Only Pheasant ® Oct. 13-15 3 9
Pheasant Oct. 20 - Jan. 6, 2013 3 15
Sl Ll P Sept. 15 - Jan. 6, 2013 3 15
Partridge (Gray and Chukar) @ Sept. 15 - Jan. 6, 2013 5 15
Sage Grouse @ Sept. 26-27 = 1 (Season Limit)
Quail Oct. 20 - Jan. 6, 2013 5 15

© The limit may be any combination.
@ Resident-only pheasant season is only open on public lands, which include the following:
+ Hunting on public road rights of way is limited to those contiguous to and a part of public hunting lands
open for hunting.
+ U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Waterfowl Production Areas.
+ U.S. Army Corps of Engineers land adjacent to the Missouri River.
+ U.S. Forest Service National Grasslands.
+ U.S. Bureau of Reclamation land.
+ State School and Public Lands.
« State parks, recreation areas, and lakeside use areas.
+ GFP managed or leased property otherwise open to public hunting, including Game Production Areas open
during the regular pheasant season.
+ GFP managed and leased property designated as Walk-in Areas and land enrolled in the Conservation
Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP).
+ Nontoxic shot is required to hunt small game on most public lands.

© Youth season is open statewide on private and public land, including Lacreek National Wildlife
Refuge. All public road rights of way are closed to pheasant hunting during the youth pheasant sea-
son, except for the one-half of the road rights of way next to and part of public hunting lands.

@ Sage grouse season is open in Butte County west of Highway 85 and all of Harding County,
only on lands open to public hunting, including WIA's.

NONTOXIC SHOT: Nontoxic shot is required for all waterfowl hunting, and for all shotgun hunting of small
game on the following public lands: State Game Production Areas, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers land, U.S.
Bureau of Reclamation Wildlife Production Areas managed by GFP, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service National
Wildlife Refuges and Waterfowl Production Areas. Lead shot may not be possessed while waterfowl
hunting, or while hunting small game on these areas listed above.

SOUTH DAKOTA SPORTSMEN AGAINST HUNGER - DONATION OF CANADA GEESE:

During the August Management Take and from September 1-21 during the Early Fall Canada Goose
Season, goose hunters will have the opportunity to donate harvested Canada geese to help feed needy
families across South Dakota through the South Dakota Sportsmen Against Hunger (SAH).

Federal regulations stipulate that the head or one fully feathered wing remain attached to each bird at all
times while being transported from the place where harvested until they have arrived at the personal abode
of the hunter or a processing facility. However, if harvested geese cannot be donated to the SAH Program
the day they are harvested, they may be taken to the hunter’s personal abode for processing. Hunters are
allowed to transport processed geese (geese with head and plummage removed) from their personal abode
directly to a participating SAH processor provided the donation is made on or before Sept. 21, 2012.

To learn more on donating Canada geese during the August Management Take and the location of
participating meat processors, hunters can visit the SAH website at http://www.feedtheneedsd.com.
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2012 HUNTING SEASON INFORMATION

OTHER SEASONS

DAILY POSS

Species DATES LIMIT LIMIT OPEN AREA
*Dove @ Sept. 1-Nov. 9 15 30 Statewide
*Common Snipe® Sept. 1- Oct. 31 5 15 Statewide
*Sandhill Crane® Sept. 22 - Nov. 18 3 6 (3]
" . Sept. 1 - Oct. 31 - )
‘American Crow® March 1 - April 30 Unlimited Statewide
*Tundra Swan® Sept. 29 - Dec. 23 One per license (5}
Prairie Dog Year-round Unlimited Statewide @
Cottontail Rabbit @ Sept. 1- Feb. 28,2013 10 30 Statewide
Tree Squirrel Sept. 1 - Feb. 28,2013 5 15 Statewide
Grounq Squirrel, Gopher, Year-round Unlimited Statewide
Porcupine, Marmot
SHOOTING HOURS: Sunrise to sunset for all species listed except dove, sandhill crane and tundra swan which
is one-half hour before sunrise to sunset and crow, prairie dog, ground squirrel, gopher, porcupine and marmot,
which are not restricted.

* Migratory game bird. Federal laws apply.

®Dove Restrictions. A person:

+ May not hunt doves on or within 50 yards of a public road.

+ 17 years old or younger may not hunt doves unless accompanied by parent, guardian or responsible adult.

+ May not shoot a dove unless the bird is flying.

+ May not hunt doves with a shotgun capable of holding more than three shells.

+ May not hunt doves in a state park or recreation area, except that portion

of Angostura State Recreation Area lying west of the dam.

NOTE: The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service encourages hunters who bag banded doves to call the toll-free telephone
number 1-800-327-BAND or visit www.reportband.gov to report the band number and other important information.

@ Snipe. Hunters must use nontoxic shot to hunt snipe.
®Sandhill Crane. Open area is South Dakota west of US 281. Hunters must use nontoxic shot when hunting cranes.
A Crow. Electronic calls and rifles are legal to hunt crows.

©Tundra Swan. Only hunters who applied for and received a license through the License Office in Ft. Pierre are
eligible to hunt. Hunters may not use or possess lead shot when hunting Tundra Swans. The open unit includes
the counties of Campbell, Walworth, Potter, Sully, Hughes, Hyde, Hand, Faulk, Spink, McPherson, Edmunds, Brown,
Marshall, Roberts, Day, Grant, Codington, Clark, Hamlin, Deuel, Beadle, Kingsbury, Brookings, Buffalo, Jerauld, Brule,
Aurora, Sanborn, Miner, Lake, Moody, Davison, Hanson, McCook and Minnehaha.

@Prairie Dog. Prairie dog shooting is prohibited year-round in the Conata Basin and several other areas within the
Buffalo Gap National Grasslands. Please contact the US Forest Service for additional information regarding specific
closure locations at (605)279-2125.

@ Cottontail Rabbit. Landowners and their guests may hunt cottontail rabbit on the landowner’s property year-round
without a limit.
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SUNRISE-SUNSET SCHEDULE
All times Daylight Savings Time. For each 12 miles west, add one minute. For each 12
miles east, subtract one minute.

CENTRAL TIME MTN TIME
Sioux Falls Huron Pierre Philip Rapid City
DATE Rise-Set Rise-Set Rise-Set Rise-Set Rise-Set

Aug. 3 6:19-8:48  6:22-8:56 6:31-9:04 5:37-8:09  5:43-8:15
Aug. 5 6:21-8:45  6:25-8:52 6:33-9:02 5:39-8:06  5:45-8:13
Aug. 8 6:24-8:41  6:28-8:49 6:36-8:58 5:43-8:02  5:49-8:08
Aug. 11 6:28-8:35  6:32-8:43 6:40-8:52 5:47-7:56  5:53-8:03
Aug. 14 6:31-8:31 6:35-8:39 6:44-8:47 5:50-7:52  5:56-7:58
Aug. 18 6:36-8:25  6:40-8:32 6:49-8:41 5:54-7:45 6:01-7:52
Aug. 21 6:39-8:20 6:44-8:27 6:52-8:36 5:58-7:41 6:04-7:47
Aug. 25 6:43-8:13  6:48-8:21 6:57-8:29 6:02-7:34  6:09-7:40
Aug. 28 6:47-8:08  6:52-8:15 7:00-8:24 6:06-7:29 6:13-7:33

Sept. 1 6:51-8:01 6:56-8:08 7:05-8:17 6:10-7:22  6:17-7:28
Sept. 4 6:55-7:56  7:00-8:03 7:08-8:11 6:14-7:16  6:20-7:22
Sept. 8 6:59-7:49  7:04-7:55 7:13-8:04 6:18-7:.09  6:25-7:15

Sept. 11 7:02-7:43  7:08-7:50 7:16-7:58 6:22-7:03  6:28-7:10
Sept. 15 7:07-7:36  7:12-7:42 7:21-7:51 6:26-6:56  6:33-7:02
Sept. 18  7:10-7:31  7:16-7:37 7:24-7:45 6:30-6:50 6:36-6:57
Sept. 22 7:15-7:23  7:21-7:29 7:29-7:38 6:34-6:43  6:42-6:49
Sept. 25 7:18-7:18  7:24-7:24 7:33-7:32 6:38-6:37 6:44-6:44
Sept. 29  7:23-7:10  7:29-7:16 7:37-7:25 6:43-6:30  6:49-6:36

Y

BE A VOICE
FOR WILDLIFE

Call TIPs Hotline: 1-888-OVERBAG
(1-888-683-7224)

This number is for reporting wildlife violations only.
Operators are not equipped to handle information requests or to transfer calls.
8
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