
Minutes of the Game, Fish, and Parks Commission 
August 4-5, 2016 

 

Chairman Cooper called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. CDT at the RedRossa in 
Pierre, South Dakota. Commissioners Cathy Peterson, Barry Jensen, Mary Anne Boyd, 
H. Paul Dennert, Gary Jensen, Russell Olson, W. Scott Phillips, and Jim Spies were 
present. Secretary Kelly Hepler was present along with approximately35 public, staff, 
and media. 
 
DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATION 
   
Conflict of Interest Disclosure 

Chairperson Peterson called for conflicts of interest to be disclosed.  None were 
presented. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 Chairperson Peterson called for any additions or corrections to the July7-8, 2016, 
minutes or a motion for approval. 
 

Motion by Dennert with second by Spies TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE 
JULY 7-8, 2016, MEETING. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Additional Commissioner Salary Days 
  
Commissioner Boyd requested one additional salary day.  Commissioner G. Jensen 
requested two additional salary days.  Commissioners Peterson, B. Jensen, Dennert 
and Phillips each requested three additional salary days. 
 

Motion by Spies with second by G. Jensen TO APPROVE THE ADDITIONAL 
SALARY DAYS AS REQUESTED.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Land Acquisition Plan 
 Paul Coughlin, Program Administrator and Al Nedved, Assistant Director updated 
the Commission on the land acquisitions and priorities plan and the 120+ public 
comments received.  Nedved indicated this plan will allow the Department to continue a 
consistent and transparent process.  Coughlin noted a modification to the document to 
involve the Commission earlier in the process.  Coughlin also explained the SD 
Legislature grants authority for the Department to acquire land and that the Department 
always opens a 30 day public comment period required by law and have made it a 
practice to inform County Commissioners of the intent to acquire property.   
 

Motioned by B. Jensen with second by Dennert TO APPROVE THE 
DEPARTMENT LAND ACQUISITION PRIORITIES AND GUIDELINES PLAN.  Motion 
carried unanimously.   
 
 



Strategic Plan Update 
 Emily Kiel, Communication Director introduced Consultant Sue Konstant who has 
been working with the Department on the creation of a strategic plan.  Konstant 
provided an updated timeline indicating staff rollout and stakeholder engagement 
sessions will be held the last week in August and the first week in September with 
formal implementation of the plan scheduled for January of 2017 with 3, 6 and 12 month 
reviews.  Konstant introduced the Departments vision, values and mission statement as 
well as the four goal areas including the 22 objectives.  She further explained the 
measurable outcomes and plans for strategy development with targeted completion 
dates. 
 
Updated Smartphone App 
 Kiel provide the Commission an overview on the hunting and fishing apps that 
were first developed in 2010 and 2011 that allow users to view regulations and maps, 
purchase license, reserve campsites and other helpful information.   Kiel explained how 
these apps are a key component to how we provide customer services as well as 
serving as an effective communications tool.  Kiel further updated the Commission on 
the changes and new features such as licenses being stored on your devise eliminating 
the need to carry a paper copy of license, automatic updates without the need to 
download new versions, the GFP events calendar and twitter feed to stay up to date on 
activities, regulation changes and more.    
 
Call Center 
 Kiel informed the Commission on the upgraded call center services.  In an effort 
to provide the better quality customer service the Department is working with Five Star 
Call Center to provide additional phone coverage at extended business hours seven 
days a week from 7:00 am – 9:00 pm CST.  She explained how GFP will continue to 
manage incoming calls during the work week, but now when lines are busy, overflow 
calls with be routed to call center customer service representative who have been 
equipped with materials and education necessary to be successful on behalf of the 
Department.  A system to route technical questions or issues back to GFP staff has also 
been identified and daily/weekly/monthly metrics will also be available to include calls 
received, dropped, topic, time spent.  Kiel noted that by increasing the number of 
individuals capable of handling calls and expanding the service hours available to 
customers, the Department feels we can better meet the needs of our customers. 
 
Watertown Office 

Arden Petersen, Special Assistant provided information on the new site at Lake 
Pelican for the Watertown office stating it will be an opportunity for our state specifically 
the northeast.  Petersen indicated the site is near the current park and will include 
additional office space, a shop and an educational component.  The request for 
statement of interest has gone out 14 candidates and that the building committee will 
soon meet to select an architect. Once the architect has been identified they will 
determine how building will be placed and further discuss budget and financing.   

 
 



PROPOSALS 
 
Bobcat Hunting/trapping Season 
 Program Administrator Keith Fisk presented the recommended season dates of 
the bobcat trapping and hunting seasons with no recommended changes from the 
previous season.  Season dates for all counties west of the Missouri River are 
December 26, 2016- February 15, 2017.  Season dates for Bon Homme, Brule, Buffalo, 
Charles Mix, Clay, Hughes, Hutchinson, Hyde, Union and Yankton counties are 
December 26, 2016 – January 22, 2016. 

 
Fishing Limits, Seasons, and Regulations 
 Program Administrator Geno Adams presented recommended changes to allow 
the use and possession of baitfish and noncommercial taking of bait in Black Hills Fish 
Management Area to improve law enforcement and fisheries management.   
 

1. Modify  41:07:01:03. “Baitfish use restricted.” To allow for baitfish use within the 
Black Hills Fish Management Area.  

2. Modify 41:09:04:03. “Waters closed to taking of bait.” to allow non-commercial take 
of bait in the Black Hills Fish Management Area.  

3. Repeal 41:07:01:15.  “High-grading of fish prohibited on South Dakota-Minnesota 
boundary waters.” to remove high-grading restrictions specific to SD/MN border waters 
and replace them with the SD inland water regulations.  

4. Modify 41:07:03:03. “Daily, possession, and length limit restrictions on special 
management waters -- Additional restrictions described.” to: 

a) remove 15 inch minimum size restrictions for black bass (largemouth and 
smallmouth bass) on Carthage, Dimock, Vermillion, Hanson and Staum Lakes,  

b) remove 14 to 18 inch protected slot limit for black bass on Enemy Swim and 
Pickerel Lakes and  

c) remove the 15 inch minimum size restriction for walleye and the 14 to 18 inch 
protected slot limit for black bass from Campbell Slough.  

 
Motioned by B. Jensen with second by Boyd TO APPROVE THE PROPOSED 

CHANGES AS PRESENTED.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
Adams presented the recommended changes to allow snagging of salmon on 

Lake Oahe in October and November, and clarify the hours which snagging paddlefish 
can occur on portion of the Big Sioux River.      

 
Motioned by Dennert with second by Olson TO APPROVE THE PROPOSED 

CHANGES IN REGARDS TO THE SNAGGING OF SALMON AND PADDLEFISH AS 
PRESENTED.  Motion carried unanimously.   

 
Fishing Tournaments 
 Program Administrator Will Sayler presented establish an application fee for 
fishing tournaments to provide compensation to the Department for the added staff time 



associated with fishing tournaments.  Sayler noted youth events would be exempt from 
the license requirement and fee and it is stated as such in the application. 
 

1. Establish an application fee for fishing tournaments with the fee increasing as the 
number of tournament boats/participants increases. Recommended fees are: 

 

Number of:  
Tournament Fee 

Boats Participants 

20-49 50-99 $200 

50-74 100-149 $350 

75-99 150-199 $525 

100 or more 200 or more $800 

 

2. Establish that participation in a non-permitted fishing tournament is a violation. 
 

Motioned by Spies with second by B. Jensen TO APPROVE THE PROPOSAL 
AS PRESENTED.  Motion carried unanimously.   

 
Fish Health Inspections 

Sayler presented recommended changes to allow fish health inspections to be 
conducted according to the “World Animal Health Organization” (OIE). 
 

Motioned by Boyd with second by Olson TO APPROVE THE PROPOSALTO 
CHANGE FISH HEALTH INSPECTIONS.  Motion carried unanimously.   

 
Game Fish Spearing and Archery 
 Fisheries Chief John Lott presented proposed changes to allow more opportunity 
to people that spear and use bow and arrow to take game fish. 
 

Recommended changes include: 
1. Lengthening the spearing/archery season for game fish (except paddlefish and 

sturgeon) in inland waters open to game fish spearing from current dates of June 15 
through March 15 to May 1 through March 31, inclusive. 

2. Changing hours from sunrise to sunset to ½ hour before sunrise to sunset. 
3. Adding crossbows as a legal method of take for game fish on inland and border 

waters. 
4. Opening all inland waters (including rivers and streams during open seasons), 

except those managed for muskies or closed elsewhere in administrative rule, to 
take of catfish and northern pike during established season dates. 

5. Closing Middle Lynn Lake to the spearing of catfish and northern pike due to it being 
a newly-stocked muskie water. 



6. Opening Waubay and Bitter Lakes in Day County, Swan and Dry #2 Lakes in Clark 
County, Albert, Henry, Thompson, and Whitewood Lakes in Kingsbury County, to 
spearing of all game fish except paddlefish and sturgeon during established season 
dates. 

 
Motioned by Olson with second by Boyd TO APPROVE THE PROPOSAL AS 

PRESENTED.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 

Landowner Fisheries Management Authorization 
 Lott presented recommended create a new rules that would provide 

authorization for landowners to perform fisheries management activities on created, 
man-made impoundments on land they own or operate. 

 
Activities allowed would include: 

1. the use of special sampling equipment including nets, seines, and electrofishing 
equipment 

2. stocking permitted species of fish 
3. chemical control of vegetation 
4. fish removal beyond the allowance of applicable fish limits 
5. allowance for an agent, contractor, or employee to conduct fisheries management 

activities 
 

Requirements would include: 
1. the landowner control all the land surrounding the created impoundment by 

ownership, easement, or lease 
2. involvement of a Conservation Officer whenever live fish are transported off the 

property  
3. notification of a Conservation Officer whenever fish in excess of applicable limits are 

transported  
 
Motioned by G. Jensen with second by Phillips TO APPROVE THE 

PROPOSALTO ESTABLISH RULES IN REGARDS TO PRIVATE HATCHERIES.  
Motion carried unanimously.   
 
Elk Depredation Permits 
 Assistant Director Tom Kirschenmann and Fisk presented proposed to repeal the 
entire chapter on elk depredation permits and combine applicable elements with the 
depredation hunt chapter 
 

Motioned by Dennert with second by Boyd TO APPROVE THE PROPOSAL TO 
ELIMINATE THE ELK DPREDATION CHAPTER.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
Depredation Permits 
 Kirschenmann and Fisk presented proposed changes to modify the process 
which elk depredation hunts are administered and combine these processes with other 
big game depredation hunt registration and selection processes. Commission amended 
the proposal for the elk permit fee from $0 to $20. 
 



Motioned by Dennert with second by Spies TO AMEND THE PROPOSAL TO 
INCLUDE AN ADDITION $20 FEE FOR ELK.  Roll call vote: Boyd-no; Dennert-yes; B. 
Jensen-yes; Gary Jensen-yes; Phillips-yes; Spies -yes; Peterson-yes. Motion carries 
with 6 yes votes and 1 no vote. 
 

Motioned by G. Jensen with second by Phillips TO APPROVE THE PROPOSAL 
AS AMENDED.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 

OPEN FORUM 

 Silvia Christen, SD Stockgrowers requested GFP to issue some elk contingency 
licenses due to extreme drought which would alleviate the pressure on the forest and 
forage conditions.  Her recommendation would be to issue half of the tags to take the 
pressure off the land.  Christen also noted the US Forest Services range report did not 
identify the severity of the drought conditions.   

 Mike Jarding, Hot Springs, SD As a landowner and rancher in Southern Black 
Hills Jarding was in attendance representing 11 landowners with 20,000 acres of land in 
unit 3.  This group of landowners does not want to see elk herd population reduced at 
this time as they think the elk population is too low and should have a separate 
objective goal from Unit 2 where the majority of the herd is.  While the group understand 
that some landowners are having depredation issues they are working hand to increase 
habitat for wildlife by use of water tanks, food plots and cattle rotation.  They are also 
not allowing cow elk hunting on land this fall as quote is two times what it was last year.   

 Aaron Thompson, Spearfish Livestock Association was present to comment on 
the elk contingency tags.  Thompson noted he participated in elk stakeholder group and 
was presented at the meeting with US Forest Service and GFP.  While he understood 
that 200 tags would not be released per the data presented at the meeting he was 
surprised to see that none were issued.  Thompson understands this is a difficult 
decision and not everyone will be happy with decision, but thinks the Department need 
to make a decision based upon the data available.  He noted the growing season is May 
and June and the average rainfall in northern black hills is 7.65 inches and only 
received.52 inches documented and believes the current status warrants issuing some 
contingency tags.  Thompson stated the plan was developed to provide a framework to 
make decisions at times like these and would like the Department to consider 
issuing100 contingency tags which would result in 60 cow elk being taken.  He wants 
the management plan to be adhered to as they are an expense and result of a 
cooperative effort between landowners and GFP.   

Commissioner Dennert noted rainfall at this point would go toward next year’s 
growth and stunted plants cannot be used for grazing.   

Commissioner B. Jensen inquired if Thompson has utilized the GFP depredation 
programs and asked if he thought it would help the situation.  He also noted the 
Department utilizes as much biological and survey data as available.   



Thompson indicated that depredation can be a very helpful tool, but doesn’t know 
if it would help the current issue and that he doesn’t know who tags should be allocated, 
noting that any elk taken off the forest at this point would be a good thing.  

Commissioner G. Jensen asked Thompson if people have been asked to move 
their cattle yet and to explain the difference in how the forest service is looking at the 
applicable science and how Thompson is viewing it.  G. Jensen also inquired how 
Thompson came to the conclusion of issuing 100 tags.   

 Thompson said that yes people are moving their cattle early in the rotation prior 
to the original move date.  He noted the forest service involvement has been weak and 
they have not demonstrated an interest in the process giving vanilla answers to the 
Department.  Thompson explained that he calculated percentage of AUM’s being 
consumed per elk which is more than cattle and feels 100 elk is the compromise.   

 Josh Nelson, Sioux Falls, SD spoke to the Commission thanking the Department 
for their hard work and complimented the Outdoor Campus in Sioux Falls.  Nelson 
referred to a story on Keloland in regards to the Departments land acquisition process 
which led to his suggestion to have the Department survey and plat section lines that 
provide access to public lands to avoid conflicts with landowners. 

 Jim Shaffer, Sioux Falls, SD President of Southeast South Dakota Quality Deer 
Management Association informed the Commission that is organization recently 
restarted their chapter and their first membership meeting will be September 13th at the 
Outdoor Campus in Sioux Falls.  Shaffer spoke in regards to the duck season in area C 
and ask the Commission to consider holding the season opener as it is normally held for 
two weekends and the weekend between because ducks do not show up until season 
closes.  He also recommended starting the second part of the split season around 
thanksgiving for 66 days.   

 Steve Rounds, Pierre, SD Oahe Marina was present to formally request that the 
boundaries between the Highway 14 Bridge and Oahe Dam be open to the taking of 
game fish by spearfishing for 3 days August 12 – 14 for a tournament.  Rounds 
indicated they are expecting around 30 teams and asked that a conservation officer be 
available at the safety meeting.   

DIVISION OF WILDLIFE 
 
Elk Contingency Licenses 

Kirschenmann provided background to the Commission on of the established 
pool of stand-by contingency antlerless elk licenses that could be issued if disease or 
environmental conditions in the Black Hills dictated a need for them.  He further 
explained there factors to help determine if it would be necessary to use them such as 
drought monitors, discussions with the Forest Service and landowners, and current 
season structure and license allocations be used during the black hills season for each 
unit.   

 



Kintigh provided a recap of the meeting with the Forest Services in regards to 
condition assessments.  

 
Kirschenmann presented the Commission with the recommendation to not issue 

elk contingency licenses.  This recommendation is based upon Forest Services 
condition assessments, elk population status, population objective projections and 
license allocations based on success rate which varies for each area.   

 
Motioned by Olson with second by Spies TO NOT ALLOCATE ELK 

CONTINGENCY LICENSES.  Roll call vote: Boyd-no; Dennert-no; B. Jensen-yes; Gary 
Jensen-yes; Olson-yes; Phillips-no; Spies -yes; Peterson-no. Motion fails with 4 yes 
votes and 4 no vote. 

 
Taking into consideration the concerns of the livestock and grazing communities 

and the reduced habitat due to drought the Commission requested the Department 
return with a revised recommendation to allocate 50 licenses.   

 
Kirschenmann presented a resolution for 50 antlerless elk licenses in the 

northern Black Hills. These licenses are in addition to all other tags previously allocated 
to elk hunters through the first and second elk drawing and will be spread across ten 
units in the northern Black Hills; five per unit: 1B, 7B, 2B, 2C, 2D, 2E, 2F, 2G, 2I and 
2J.. The majority will be used in Unit 2 which has the highest number of elk and an area 
currently being managed to slightly reduce elk numbers 

 
Motioned by Phillips with second by Dennert TO ADOPT RESOLUTION 16-10 

(Appendix B) ALLOCATING 50 ANTLERLESS ELK HUNTING LICENSES FOR THE 
2016 ELK HUNTING SEASON.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
Gamefish Spearing Between Oahe Dam and Highway 14 

Regional Manager Mark Ohm and Lott presented the request from Steve 
Rounds, Oahe Marina and Resort to open the boundaries between the Oahe Dam and 
Highway 14 for 3 days (August 12 – 14) for a spearfishing tournament.     

 
Motioned by G. Jensen with second by Dennert TO ADOPT RESOLUTION 16-

09 (Appendix A) GRANTING THE REQUEST TO TEMPORARLY OPEN THE WATERS 
OF LAKE SHARPE TO SPEARFISHING OF ALL GAME FISH SPECIES.  Motion 
carried unanimously. 

 
Bobcat Harvest and Population Update 

Fisk presented the Commission with update on the bobcat harvest and 
population data.  Specifics include total bobcats harvested in the 2014-2015 season to 
be 254, research results on survival rates, trapping efforts and recommendation to keep 
the same season structure as the previous year. 
 
 
 



Land Acquisition Guidance Document Update 
Program Administrator Paul Coughlin provided the current land acquisition and 

disposal report to the Commission.  The Kirschenman addition to the Ulmer GPA 
located seven miles northeast of Lesterville in Yankton County and consisting of 175 
acres is expected to close in November of 2016.  Early development project include 
property in Southeast Beadle County consisting of 320 acres, the Carthage area 
property in Miner County consisting of 160 acres and the Hayes area property in 
Stanley County consisting of 106 acres.  All of these properties would be utilized as 
game production areas and are currently being appraised utilizing Pittman-Robertson 
grant program funding.  
 
Resident Canada Goose Management Plan 

Program Administrator Chad Switzer and Senior Wildlife Biologist Rocco Murano 
presented the Commission with the Canada Goose management plan for review.  They 
provided and overview of the plan process noting the stakeholder group meetings, 
population objectives, landowner and hunter poll details and management strategies.   
 
State Wildlife Action Plan Update 

Senior Wildlife Biologist Eileen Dowd-Stukel presented the Commission with an 
update on the state wildlife action plan.  Specifically noted were funding sources, 
nongame species, and the importance of partnerships to prevent fish and wildlife from 
becoming endangered and to provide for the needs of fish, wildlife and habitat diversity. 
 
Missouri River Reservoir Fishing Update 

Senior Wildlife Biologist Mark Fincel presented the Commission with a power 
point on Missouri River Reservoir fishing and survey results.  Noted fishing was great 
until mid-June specifically the Crappe and Pike population as well as prey fish. Fincel 
also noted the Salmon fishing has produced state record fish recently caught over 30 
pounds and lots of 20+ pound fish being caught.   He indicated catch rates are slow.  
Lake Sharpe was good early on with a good late bite producing above average angling 
opportunities.  Lake Francis Case had mixed angler reports with good results early on 
with is slowing down in the summer.  Fincel noted Lewis and Clark has been the most 
difficult to manage and highlighted the research that they are currently working on.   
 
 
Fish Ladder Project Update 

Wildlife Biologist Chelsea Pasbrig presented the Commission with an update on 
the fish ladder project.  Pasbrig explained how drop culverts create stream 
fragmentation and over time with culverts and roads barriers are created resulting in a 
loss of spawning habitat and foraging grounds leading to loss of species. The goal is to 
create scaled down fish ladders.  Pasbrig indicated they tested in experimental streams 
at SDSU with 15 species of fish with 5 different ladder designs with results indicate that 
only one fish could pass without the ladders.  Field tested in 2015 at 19 sites throughout 
the state results indicated all fish (game and nongame species) passed everywhere 
under all conditions with the fish ladders.  Staff also tested ladders under water 
velocities particularly flooding conditions, varying culvert sizes and plunge pool depth 



ranging from 8 inches to 5 feet.  Staff recommendation a 10 percent slope is ideal but 
tested up to 60 percent slope and fish still passed.  Pasbrig stated next steps include 
timing, alternative ladders and fabrication materials as well as working with the fish 
stakeholder groups.  
 
HuntSAFE Instructor Awards 

Conservation Officer Tony Stokely presented the HuntSAFE Team Award to Rich 
Jobe, Trevor Jobe, Glen Nelson, Allen Miller, Jeremy West, Mike Carlson, Bruce Plate, 
and Barry Banks.  The Vermillion HuntSAFE Team has a total of 150 years combined 
experience and has gone above and beyond to encourage youth involvement.   

 
Conservation Officer Bill Eastman presented Chuck Berdan of Belle Fourche the 

HuntSAFE instructor of the year award.  Eastman stated Berdan has been an instructor 
since 1978 noting his extensive background in wildlife management and his willingness 
to help. 
 
License sales report 

Wildlife Administration Chief Scott Simpson provided the provided the licensed 
sales report at of July 29 indicating resident combination licenses are up and fishing 
licenses are slightly down.  Nonresident fishing license sales are up and looking to sell 
80,000 – 90,000 small game licenses.  Simpson noted 213 nonresident waterfowl 
licenses have been sold.  

DIVISION OF PARKS AND RECREATION 
 
Dock 44 Concession Prospectus Issuance Request 

Sean Blanchette, concessions manager provided information on Dock 44 
Concessionaire located inside Snake Creek Recreation Area noting facilities and 
services available.  Blanchette stated the resort owner Dahl’s intent to relinquish rights 
and issue a prospectus for sale of the resort at the price of $176,500.  It was noted Dahl 
operates under the 2005 rules requiring the price to be set by an appraisal.  Blanchette 
recommended terms of the new agreement include a 10 year lease at current terms 
with minimum required services, 20 boat slips, rental of housekeeping cabins, resort 
store operation, fishing license, bait and tackle sales, boat fuel, oil and grease sales, 
and sanitary boat pump out with a suggested franchise fee of percent of gross receipts 
up to $300,000 and 6 percent in excess of $300,000.  There would also be a 
requirement of 1.5 percent annual gross receipts for required minimum repair and 
maintenance reserve. 

 
Motioned by G. Jensen, seconded by Spies TO AUTHORIZE THE 

DEPARTMENT TO ISSUE AND ADVERTISE A PROSPECTUS FOR THE SALE OF 
Dock 44.  Motion carried. 
 
Lewis and Clark Marina Contract Amendment Request to Allow Video Lottery 

Blanchette, presented a request from Lewis and Clark Marina to amend their 
current contract to allow video lottery at their expense, as an additional service.  The 
request would only allow machines in Department approved areas.  This area would be 



within their existing restaurant area and the machines would be enclosed and separate 
from other services as to no conflict or distract with the experience of other patrons.  It 
was noted that two other concessionaries currently have video lottery and three others 
have in the past. 

 
Motioned by Spies, seconded by Boyd TO APPROVE THE AMENDED THE 

LEWIS AND CLARK CONCESSIONS AGREEMENT TO ALLOW FOR VIDEO 
LOTTERY.  Motion carried. 

 
Good Earth State Park Update 

Regional Manager Jeff VanMeeteren provided an update on Good Earth State 
Park.  VanMeeteren provided a rendering of the building noting the specific areas.  He 
also talked about the trail system, bridges, decks and foresting project.  VanMeeteren 
also explained the process on the development of the exhibits and the visitor’s center 
with the final review in mid-August or September.  He noted work continues on the film 
as well as fundraising at this time.   
 
Good Earth Land Acquisition 

Division Director Katie Ceroll provided information on the acquisition plan of 
12.45 forested acres.  Ceroll explained they the Department is currently working through 
the appraisal process with plan to submit request to purchase at October meeting. 

 
Spearfish Canyon Proposed State Park Update 

Assistant Director Al Nedved provided a powerpoint update to the Commission 
on Spearfish Canyon State Park.  Nedved indicated key components of the bill recently 
introduced by Thune with the support of Rounds and Noem that facilitates the transfer 
of 1,426 acres of property from little spearfish canyon. The vision for the state park 
would be a total size of 1,600 acre state park which would include 524 acres of land 
transferred from the Forest Services that includes Bismarck Lake and Camp Bob 
Marshall.  Nedved noted the master plan is underway to advertise for consultants to 
develop vision, operations and natural resources management plan as well as allow for 
public input and a strategy for the timeline.   

 
Reservation System Request for Proposal 

Ceroll provided the plan to present a request for proposal for reservation system 
point of sale system.  Ceroll noted deadlines, potential start date and transition 
timeframe as well as possible contract options.   This will be for a 5 year contact with 
possible 5 year extension to take reservations for 48 parks and 14 field entry first come 
first serve and point of sales for entrance fees to ice.   

 
Parks Revenue, Camping and Visitation Reports 

Assistant Director Bob Schneider provided the year to date comparison of parks 
revenue indicating it has been another good year.  He explained permits are up 16 
percent and lodging is up 5 percent partially due to the $5.00 increase to the 7day pass 
at Custer State Park.  We will see less revenue on the bike band as the Rally will not 
receive the turnout it did last year being the 50th anniversary.  Schneider noted they are 



seeing an average 1,500 – 1,600 people utilize the Custer State Park visitor center daily 
with overall state park visitation up 5 percent.   

 
Adjourn 

 Motioned by Dennert with second by Phillips TO ADJOURN THE MEETING.  
Motion carried unanimously and the meeting adjourned at 11:35 a.m. CT 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 

 

Kelly R. Hepler, Department Secretary 



Appendix A 

RESOLUTION 16 – 09 
 

WHEREAS, by rule the public is prohibited from spearfishing game fish other 
than catfish on the waters of Lake Sharpe between the upstream edge of the Highway 
14/34 bridge at Pierre/Ft. Pierre and the Oahe Dam; and 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to ARSD § 41:07:06:03, upon request the Game, Fish and 
Parks Commission (Commission) may by resolution temporarily open waters which are 
closed to the public for game fish spearfishing; and 

 WHEREAS, the Commission has received a written request from an interested 
party to temporarily open the waters of Lake Sharpe to spearfishing of all game fish 
species between the Oahe Dam and the upstream edge of the Highway 14/34 bridge in 
Pierre/Ft. Pierre from August 12, 2016, at 6:00 o’clock A.M. through August 14, 2016, at 
8:00 o’clock P.M., inclusive; and 

 WHEREAS, the requesting party will place restrictions on tournament 
participants to help reduce congestion, allow for unencumbered boat navigation, and 
address safety concerns; and 

 WHEREAS, prior to the Commission’s consideration of the request at its 
regularly scheduled meeting on August 4-5, 2016, the public was provided with notice of 
the request and invited to submit both written and oral testimony concerning whether 
the request should be granted; and 

 WHEREAS, the Commission has carefully considered the request as well as 
written and oral testimony from the public concerning whether the request should be 
granted and based thereon has determined that the request should be granted; 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Commission does hereby grant 
the request to temporarily open the waters of Lake Sharpe between the Oahe Dam and 
the upstream edge of the Highway 14/34 bridge in Pierre/Ft. Pierre to spearfishing of all 
game fish species from August 12, 2016, at 6:00 o’clock A.M. through August 14, 2016, 
at 8:00 o’clock P.M., inclusive.  

 

  



Appendix B 

RESOLUTION 16 - 10 
 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to ARSD § 41:06:26:06, the Game, Fish and Parks 
Commission (Commission) may, by resolution, allocate antlerless elk contingency 
licenses, up to a maximum of 20 percent of all antlerless elk licenses available for all 
combined Black Hills elk hunting units as deemed necessary for elk management in the 
Black Hills; and 

WHEREAS, the Commission allocated 1,255 antlerless elk hunting licenses for 
the 2016 Black Hills elk hunting season at its regularly scheduled April 7-8, 2016 
meeting; and 

 WHEREAS, the Department of Game, Fish and Parks (Department) presented 
information to the Commission about the current range conditions in the Black Hills at 
the August 4-5, 2016 Commission meeting; and 

 WHEREAS, prior to the Commission’s consideration of allocating elk contingency 
licenses at its August 4-5, 2016 meeting, the public was provided with notice of the 
Commission’s intention to consider allocating elk contingency licenses thereby offering 
the opportunity for the public to submit both written and oral testimony concerning the 
issuance of any such licenses; and 

 WHEREAS, the Commission has carefully considered the Department’s 
recommendation as well as written and oral testimony from the public concerning 
issuance of elk contingency licenses; 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Commission hereby allocates 
a total of 50 antlerless elk hunting licenses for the 2016 elk hunting season that shall be 
distributed into elk hunting units with 5 licenses in each of elk hunting units H1B, H7B, 
H2B, H2C, H2D, H2E, H2F, H2G, H2I, and H2J . 

 

 


	RESOLUTION 16 – 09
	RESOLUTION 16 - 10

