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     Finalization  Nov   1-2, 2012 Madison 
 

COMMISSION PROPOSAL HIGHLIGHTS 

 
1. Modify 41:09:04:03 “Waters open to taking of bait.” as follows:  

 
Change title to “Waters closed to taking of bait.” and; 

 
Close the following waters year-round to the commercial and noncommercial taking of bait by those 
methods listed in 41:09:04:04 

 
a. Creeks, streams or rivers, permanent or temporary in Aurora, Beadle, Brown, Bon Homme, Clay, 

Davison, Edmunds, Faulk, Hand, Hanson, Hutchinson, Jerauld, Lincoln, McCook, McPherson, 
Miner, Minnehaha, Moody, Sanborn, Spink, Turner, Union, Yankton counties and the Black Hills 
Trout Management area as defined in 41:07:01:01 

 
b. Brookings County – Interstate, Butte County – Newell, Deuel County – Alice, Edmunds County – 

Mina, Pennington County – Pactola and Sheridan.  
 

Modify: the list of Waters closed year-round to commercial taking of bait to add  Bennett County – Little 
White River; Brookings County – Twin (east of Hwy. 81), Brush, Nature Park East, Nature Park West, 
Nelson GPA; Brule County – Wanalain, Sixteen; Codington County – 3

rd
 Avenue Pond; Corson County – 

Trail City: Day – Lynn, Opitz: Dewey County – Lantry, Little Moreau #3, Moreau River; Fall River County – 
Cottonwood, Hyde County – Mission (Boehm); Jones County – Okaton, Draper, All Ft. Pierre Nat’l 
Grassland ponds Bad River, White River; Lake County – Herman State Park Pond; Lawrence County - 
Mirror #1 & #2, Strawberry Hill; Lincoln County – Rollings GPA Pond; Lyman County - All Ft. Pierre Nat’l 
Grassland ponds, Byre, White River; Marshall County – Cattail/Kettle: McCook County – Island; McPherson 
County – Eureka, Leola; Mellette County – White River, Little White River; Minnehaha County – Loss, 
Island, Scott, Twin; Pennington County – Sunday Gulch Pond; Spink County – Redfield; Stanley County -  
All Ft. Pierre Nat’l Grassland ponds, Bad River; Tripp County – White River, Keya Paha River. 

 
Modify the list of Waters closed year-round to commercial taking of bait to remove Bon Homme County – 
Missouri River; Brookings County – Interstate Lake; Butte County – Newell; Campbell County – Chester, 
Corson County – Tetanka; Custer County – All trout streams; Deuel County – Alice; Dewey County – 
Adams, Dewberry; Edmunds County – Bowdle/Hosmer, Loyalton, Mina; Fall River County – All trout 
streams; Grant County – Blue Cloud Abby; Hyde County – Chappelle, Quirk; Jones County – National 
Grasslands Dams; Kingsbury County – Iroquois; Lawrence County – All trout streams; McPherson County - 
Eureka #1, Eureka #2, Wolff; Mellette County - Blackpipe, Diess, Rohloff; Pennington County – Pactola, 
Sheridan, All trout streams, Spink County – Dudley Mirage, Bierman. 
 

2. Modify 41:09:04:04 “Seines, net, and traps limited.” to clarify that  permission to use seines, nets, and 
traps larger than those specified may be issued by the department in association with the department’s 
approval to stock public waters with white suckers for rearing and harvest. 

 
3. Modify 41:09:04:12 “Transportation of other fish by bait dealer.” change rule title to: “Transportation of 

bait and other fish by bait dealer” and add the sentence “Transportation equipment shall allow for 
inspection of bait and other fish at all times”. 

 
4. Modify 41:09:04:16 “Records Required.” to add the words “or electronically in a format approved by the 

Department”. 
 

 



SSUUPPPPOORRTTIIVVEE  IINNFFOORRMMAATTIIOONN  

 
1. These changes are to aid in preventing the spread of aquatic nuisance species from water where they occur 

to other waters of the state and to update the list of waters closed to the year-round commercial taking of 
bait to add waters which are managed for game fish population and to remove those which are no longer 
managed for game fish. 

 
2. Current equipment restrictions for equipment used to trap or catch bait species are in place to minimize by-

catch of game fish species and waterfowl. White suckers are a desirable bait species to raise in South 
Dakota but they must be stocked as young fish and then harvested in the fall using nets, traps, and seines 
with larger net openings or mesh than would be used for standard bait trapping activities.  This change in 
rule ties permission to use larger equipment to approval from the department to stock a water with white 
suckers, allowing bait dealers a legal means of harvesting their fish. 

 
3. This rule modification would clarify that when a bait dealer also holds a private hatchery license that the rule 

applies to all fish species and adds the language which was contained in 41:09:04:11 that the equipment 
must allow for inspection of all fish being transported at all times.  

 

4. This change would allow bait dealers to keep records required in an electronic format instead of on paper 
forms provided by the Department if they chose to do so. This modification was requested by bait dealers 
and discussed with them at meetings conducted in March and September of 2012.  It would allow bait 
dealers to use their existing spreadsheets or data bases or create new ones to meet reporting 
requirements, once file formats are approved by the department.



 
 


