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J U L Y - S E P T E M B E R  P R O G R A M S  B E L O W !

BLACK HILLS
FISHING
We have some great fishing
opportunities in the Black Hills.
Take a look to see where your
next fishing spot might be. P. 04

HIKING & TRAIL
ETIQUETTE
Don't be inconsiderate on the trails
this summer! Read on to learn how
you can do your part in practicing
trail etiquette. P. 03

AIS &
BOATING
Read to gain some insight into
Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS)
and how to prevent their spread
in our South Dakota waterbodies.
P. 02

IS HUNTING 101 THE RIGHT
PROGRAM FOR YOU?
b y  C l i n t  W h i t l e y

Are you a interested in hunting or consider yourself a
novice hunter? Our Hunting 101 program may be just the
right fit for you. This FREE, in-depth, series-based
program is specifically designed to teach adults, young
adults, and families how to hunt. P. 04

V O L  1  I S S U E  2

605.394.2310   |   tocwest@state.sd.us
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AIS & BOATING
b y  J a c o b  P o l k  ( I n t e r n )

'Tis the season to get on the water. South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks
would love to see everyone enjoying the boating opportunities that will
come with the summer. As we encourage our boaters to enjoy themselves,
we also want to be mindful of Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS). AIS are bad
because they quickly become overpopulated and harm the ecosystems into
which they have been introduced. They are sometimes very hard to detect,
so we tend to forget about them. You can find some good boat
maintenance tips and also check to see if a South Dakota body of water has
invasive species by clicking here. 

Even if you think a body of water is free of AIS, it's still a good idea to
follow these prevention steps: 1) Always drain your boat when exiting a
body of water; 2) Clean and dry everything that came into contact with
water (dogs, equipment, clothing, etc.); 3) Whenever entering a new body
of water, rinse your watercraft with hot water (above 100F) or high-
pressure water and let dry for 5 days.

Be safe this summer, and have some fun on the water!
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GETTING
YOUTH INTO
THE
OUTDOORS
b y  C h e y e n n e  P a r k e  ( I n t e r n )

Being able to influence someone's
life in a positive way is a great
feeling, and being able to do that
for a young person can be even
more rewarding. One way you
can do that is by getting young
people into the outdoors to enjoy
its many opportunities. Here in
South Dakota, we have a wide
variety of outdoor recreation
opportunities for all seasons. We
have hunting, fishing, hiking,
mountain biking, camping,
backpacking, snowshoeing, skiing
and so much more. 

The perfect way to get youth
involved is to get them
acclimated at a young age. Taking
children out to fish or for a
simple hike when they are young
can get them excited about the
outdoors. 

Hunting is a hugely popular
activity in South Dakota and a
source of pride for our state.
Young people may be gun-shy, so
hunting can be challenging for
them. Teaching young people
about gun safety and general
outdoors safety can make a huge
difference to a child. Getting
them outdoors to do these
activities can not only make them
more comfortable in the
outdoors but also make them
more skilled in everyday
situations.

Here in South
Dakota, we have a

wide variety of
outdoor recreation

opportunities for all
seasons

https://sdleastwanted.sd.gov/
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HIKING & TRAIL
ETIQUETTE
b y  X a v i e r  H a m m o n d  ( I n t e r n )

Plan ahead and prepare. Know the regulations and special concerns of
the area. Schedule your trip tp avoid times of high use.
Travel and camp on durable surfaces. Good campsites are found, not
made.
Dispose of waste properly and don't leave anything that wasn't there
when you arrived. 
Respect wildlife. This means to observe wildlife from a distance and not
feed any of the wildlife. Feeding can affect the health and behavior of
the animals.
Be considerate of other visitors. Check for signage on the trail and
follow the correct right-of-way yields. Hikers coming uphill also have
the right-of-way.

As the temperature increases, so does the lure of the extensive number of
trails that the Black Hills provide. SDGFP encourages everyone to explore
and adventure much like the great Bilbo Baggins, of J.R.R. Tolkien's "The
Hobbit," once did. While you are enjoying the wonderful trails, there are a
few things we want everyone to remember about trail etiquette:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

I S S U E  2

KID-FRIENDLY
CAMPFIRE
COOKING 
b y  K a t l y n  K y a r  ( I n t e r n )

4 medium flour tortillas
2 8oz. chicken breasts, grilled
and sliced
1 jar salsa
1 c. shredded cheese
Tin foil

Spread 1 Tbs. salsa over one
tortilla.
Place 1/4 c. chicken over half
the tortilla.
Sprinkle 1/4 c. cheese over the
chicken.
Fold the other side of the
tortilla over the ingredients.
Place the folded quesadilla on
top of a medium piece of tin
foil and set on the grate over
the campfire until cheese is
melted and tortilla is crispy.
Carefully remove from the
fire and serve cut into fourths.
Repeat the process for the rest
of the tortillas and enjoy!

Camping as a family can be a
challenge, especially when
planning meals. Quesadillas are
fast, easy, and can be customized
to each family member.
Remember to practice campfire
safety as you prepare your meals:
Always supervise children around
open flames, and avoid playing
around the campfire. Camping
with your family shouldn't be
stressful, so next time you pitch
your tents, try this kid-friendly
recipe!

Ingredients & Supplies:

Instructions:
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

Recipe: 
Kid Friendly

Campfire
Quesadillas
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BLACK HILLS FISHING
b y  N i c h o l e  W o h l s t e i n  ( I n t e r n )

The Black Hills of South Dakota spans 1.2 million acres and contains 84
different bodies of water. In the Northern Hills, Bear Butte Lake and Belle
Fourche Reservoir are great fishing destinations. Bear Butte not only has
the scenery, but it also has northern pike, largemouth bass, yellow perch,
black crappie, channel catfish, and walleye. If you're hungry, this is a great
lake to fish! Belle Fourche has the same species but also has smallmouth
bass, carp, and gizzard shad, which can be helpful if you want to catch your
own bait.

In the Southern Hills and in Custer State Park, French Creek flows right
near some campsites and is good fishing for brown trout. Grace Coolidge
Creek has brook trout, and Stockade Lake follows its namesake because it's
stocked with bass, Northern pike, a variety of panfish species, channel
catfish, walleye, and rainbow trout. For stocking reports in the Black Hills,
click here.
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NATURALIST
NOTES
b y  N i c o l e  S c h l a b a c h
( V o l u n t e e r )

Are black bears coming to the
Black Hills? It's rare to see a black
bear in South Dakota, but
sightings have increased in recent
years. Last year was the busiest
year for bear reports, and it was
the first time Game, Fish and
Parks confirmed two different
bears in the Black Hills on the
same day.

Both black and grizzly bears are
native to the state, but they were
forced out when settlers arrived
in the late 1800s and early 1900s.
Since then, only black bears have
been reported, with most of the
sightings coming from the Black
Hills. 

Most of the bears are probably
transient young males wandering
from Western mountain ranges
in search of territory and a mate.
But photos that appear to show a
sow (a female bear) surfaced in
2021. If a sow starts breeding in
the Black Hills, her cubs will
likely stay local.

It's a good idea to prepare for an
unexpected encounter by reading
about black bears here. Best
practices include recreating in
groups, keeping children close,
and avoiding distractions while
outdoors.

If you see a bear, take a moment
from afar to enjoy the
experience. Then, call SDGFP to
report it!

It's rare to see a
black bear in

South Dakota,
but sightings

have increased in
recent years.

https://apps.sd.gov/GF56FisheriesReports/?_ga=2.85168284.423390438.1654028205-1306042850.1647980594
https://bearwise.org/
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HUNTING 101
b y  C l i n t  W h i t l e y

Our Hunting 101 program is a FREE, in-depth, series-based program
specifically designed to teach adults, young adults, and families how to
hunt. 

Throughout the length of the program, participants will learn the
necessary skills required for hunting such as how to purchase a tag,
understanding land access, safely handling a firearm, and eventually going
on a supported whitetail doe hunt and learning how to process your
harvest-with all gear provided! Bowhunting 101 is another option for those
looking to expand their opportunities and challenge themselves with
another way of hunting.   

Hunting 101 is taught by passionate and experienced GFP staff and
volunteer mentors that are highly trained to provide a fun, safe, and
distraction free learning environment. All participants must be 12 years of
age or older by the hunting season, and youth must be accompanied by an
adult throughout the duration of the program. To apply for the Hunting
101 program, please fill out our application here.
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HUNT/FISH
PLANNER
b y  J a c o b  P o l k  ( I n t e r n )

Now is the time when most of our
hunting applications are coming
to a close. As you await the fall
hunting draw results, it's time to
start planning the details of your
hunt. Below is a list of some
important big game hunting
season start dates for 2022. You
can find this information here, as
well as small game and waterfowl
hunting information.

ANTELOPE
Aug. 20...................Archery/Mentor
Oct.1...............Firearm/Landowner/ 
Mentor

BIGHORN SHEEP
Sept. 1................Black Hills Bighorn

DEER
Sept. 1..................Archery/Antlerless
Whitetail Archery
Sept. 10..............................Apprentice
Nov. 1.........Black Hills/Custer State
Park
Nov. 12...............West River/Special
Buck/Landowner
Nov. 19........East River/Landowner
Dec. 1........Muzzleloader/Antlerless
Whitetail
Dec. 10.............................East & West
River Antlerless

ELK
Sept. 1......................................Archery
Oct. 1........................................Firearm

MOUNTAIN LION
Dec. 26...............................All seasons

For the complete list of 2022
South Dakota season dates or for
more information, visit our
website.

COME PRACTICE YOUR SHOT
AT OUR FREE ARCHERY PARK!

Free to the public. Open 365 days
a year sunup to sundown. No

broadheads.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd77Och5XLb-amGwXPEfNYMxiehzGDY6tCLUTh-0nTUFlRqLA/viewform
https://gfp.sd.gov/hunt/


VOLUNTEER
CORNER
b y  K a t i e  S c h l a f k e

Naturalist Assistant
Landscaping/Gardening
Front Desk (18+)

Are you looking for a way to give
back to your community? Do you
like recreating in the outdoors
and want to share your skills with
others? Volunteer with us!

General Volunteer Opportunities:

The mission of volunteers at The
Outdoor Campus is to cultivate
stewardship and safely connect
people with the outdoors by
supporting and leading
educational opportunities.  

Hunting/Shooting Sports
Fishing
Trapping
Outdoor Skills

The mission of the Volunteer
Mentor Program is to have
passionate and knowledgeable
volunteers help recruit and retain
future generations of outdoor
recreationists. 

Mentoring a new participant in
hunting/shooting sports, fishing,
trapping, and other outdoor skills
is a process, not a single event.
Volunteer mentors will help
develop advocates for the
outdoors in South Dakota by
enhancing new participants'
understanding, safety, skills, and
opportunities in outdoor
recreational activities. 

The Outdoor Campus-Rapid City
is currently seeking Volunteer
Mentors for:

For more information and to
apply to be a volunteer, click
here.
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TURKEY HUNTING 101
HIGHLIGHTS
b y  C l i n t  W h i t l e y

Our inaugural Turkey Hunting 101 season this spring was loaded with lots
of lessons and lots of fun. Program participants learned all the skills
necessary for turkey hunting which included learning how to call for
turkeys, going to the range to practice shooting, and heading out into the
field to go on an actual hunt. 

Turkeys are one of the more unpredictable species that can frustrate any
hunter. With the brain size of a pea, they are still smarter than most
hunters. It can be difficult to call in an old wise bird, but when we tricked
them it was greeted with high fives, cheering, and awe. 

Without the lows, there are no highs, and that is what makes hunting so
rewarding and so much fun . If you are interested in this program for next
year, there will be an application that comes out in January, so keep an eye
out! 
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Volunteer Mentor 
Program

https://gfp.sd.gov/volunteer-toc-west/


HAPPENINGS
IN SIOUX
FALLS
C h e c k  o u t  o u r  s i s t e r -
c a m p u s  i n  S i o u x  F a l l s !

O u t d o o r  C a m p u s - S i o u x  F a l l s
4 5 0 0  S  O x b o w  A v e
S i o u x  F a l l s ,  S D  5 7 1 0 6
t o c @ s t a t e . s d . u s  | 6 0 5 . 3 6 2 . 2 7 7 7

June 23, 6:30-8:00 pm 
July 30, 10:30 am -12:00 pm

June 17, 10:00-11:30 am &
1:00-2:30 pm
July 8, 10;00-11:30 am & 1:00-
2:30 pm

July 8, 9:00am-12:00pm

July 21, 6:30-8:00 pm
August 18, 6:30-8:00 pm

July 16, 8:30-10:00 am & 10:30
am-12:00pm

Here is a list of just some of the
community programs the Sioux
Falls campus will be offering. For
the entire program booklet and
more information, click here. 

Where can I hunt? Finding &
Using Public Land

Fly Fishing

Outdoor Survival Camp

Summer Outdoor Cooking w/
Homegrown Sioux Empire

 Advanced Bird Watching

Stay up to date on program
information in Rapid City by
following us!
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SUMMER 2022 INTERNS
M e e t  o u r  S u m m e r  2 0 2 2  I n t e r n s

Summer is one of the busiest seasons we have here at The Outdoor
Campus, so we love when our interns arrive to help us out!

Back row, left to right: Xavier Hammond (University of Missouri), Jacob
Polk (University of Nebraska-Lincoln), and Ethan Nelson (Lake Area
Technical College).

Front row, left to right: Katlyn Kyar (Black Hills State University),
Cheyenne Parke (Black Hills State University '22 graduate), and Nichole
Wohlstein (Lincoln College-Illinois). 

Our interns will be staying busy this summer teaching several classes all
focused around hunting, fishing, and outdoor skills. Game, Fish, and Parks
Outdoor Campus - Rapid City has internships available year round, and
available internships can be found here.
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FOLLOW US!

Game, Fish & Parks Outdoor 
Campus-Rapid City

@outdoorcampus_rapidcity

South Dakota Game, Fish & 
Parks-Education

https://gfp.sd.gov/UserDocs/nav/COMM_SUMMER_2022.pdf
https://bhr.sd.gov/job-seekers/internship/
https://www.facebook.com/outdoorcampuswest
https://www.facebook.com/outdoorcampuswest
https://www.facebook.com/outdoorcampuswest
https://www.instagram.com/outdoorcampus_rapidcity/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCORoH75Fzxhe5TzXDjJTT1g
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCORoH75Fzxhe5TzXDjJTT1g
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCORoH75Fzxhe5TzXDjJTT1g











