GAME, FISH, AND PARKS COMMISSION ACTION
PROPOSAL

Application for License

Chapter 41:06:01

Commission Meeting Dates: Proposal March 4-5, 2021  Pierre
Public Hearing May 6, 2021 Custer State Park
Finalization May 6-7, 2021 Custer State Park

COMMISSION PROPOSAL

Proposed change from last year:

CURRENT RULE

41:06:01:12. Mentored youth big game license -- Restrictions. A resident parent or guardian
may purchase no more than one mentored "antlerless deer" license, one "doe-fawn
antelope” license, one fall "any turkey" license, and one spring "male turkey" license for a
designated mentored youth as provided in SDCL 41-6-81. No youth participating in a
mentored big game hunt may apply for a regular season license for that corresponding
species and season.

PROPOSED RULE

41:06:01:12. Mentored youth big game license -- Restrictions. A resident parent or guardian
may purchase no more than one mentored "any antlerless deer" license or “antlerless
whitetail deer” license, one "doe-fawn antelope" license, one fall "any turkey" license, and
one spring "male turkey" license for a designated mentored youth as provided in SDCL 41-6-
81. No youth participating in a mentored big game hunt may apply for a regular season
license for that corresponding species and season.

SUPPORTIVE INFORMATION

Mentored deer hunting units would correspond to those of the apprentice deer hunting season. The
establishment of these units and license types will reduce harvest of antlerless mule deer in select
hunting units to increase mule deer population growth rates, while maintaining current apprentice
deer harvest and desired growth rates in other hunting units. Provided the population is growing,
increasing growth rates will reduce time to achieve management objectives where the desire is to
increase the mule deer population. On average, during 2017 to 2020, about 450 female mule deer
were harvested by mentored or apprentice hunters in proposed unit MHD-13. The proposed
management change to create a whitetail only mentor and apprentice hunting unit will reduce
statewide mule deer female harvest by about 30%.

APPROVE MODIFY REJECT NO ACTION


https://sdlegislature.gov/statutes/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=41-6-81
https://sdlegislature.gov/statutes/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=41-6-81
https://sdlegislature.gov/statutes/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=41-6-81

Mentored Deer Unit Map
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RESIDENT/NONRESIDENT CRITERIA

1.

2
3
4.
5

The Issue — Not applicable

Historical Considerations — Not applicable
Biological Considerations — Not applicable
Social Considerations — Not applicable

Financial considerations — Not applicable

RECRUITMENT, RETENTION, REACTIVATION (R3) CRITERIA

1.

2.

Does the regulation or fee inhibit a user’s ability to participate? No.
Does the regulation increase the opportunity for new and existing users? Not applicable.

How does the regulation impact the next generation of hunters, anglers, trappers and
outdoor recreationists? Not applicable.

Does the regulation enhance the quality of life for current and future generations by getting
families outdoors? Not applicable.

FISCAL IMPACT

No fiscal impact to the Department.
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