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Emerald Ash Borer-Looking Ahead 
 
 



Looking Ahead 

• Slowly spreading 
• Planning will pay dividends 



Creating a Management Plan 

• Buying Time 
• Understand the Inventory 
• Diversify the Inventory 
• Removal and Replacement 
• Action and Follow Through 



Buying Time 
• Working closely with the SD Department of Ag on mitigation 
• Educating the public 

• Social media and direct communications 
• Commission promulgated administrative rule 



Understand The Inventory 

• 2010 Tree Inventory used for review 
• Assessment of the ash vs. non-ash species 
• 2018 inventory of all ash species with efforts to get them into 

geographic information systems 
• Palisades State Park used as a pilot project 

 



Understand The Inventory 

• Verify the current numbers-2018 
 

• Palisades  Total Trees Ash % of Ash 
Day-use  211  68 32% 
Campground  237  62 26%  
Shop/Residence 119  22 19% 
Tree Belts  223  82 37% 
Total Palisades  790  234 30%  
     



Diversify The Inventory 



Removal and Replacement 



Removal and Replacement 



Removal and Replacement 



Action and Follow Through 

• Impact to Budget and 5-year plan 
• Estimated 200 ash trees at Palisades that hold significance 
• The Palisades action plan is to remove and replace 30 ash 

trees each year 
• Annual removal cost-  $4,410 and 150 hours 
• Annual replacement cost- $1,893 and 40 hours 
• Grand Total-   $6,303 and 190 hours 

 
• Some of this cost is already occurring with annual tree 

removal and replacement 
• Plan leaves an estimated 50 trees for removal when necessary 

 



Action and Follow Through 

• Statewide, parks are developing and initiating removal plans 
to have ash trees replaced. 
• Statewide, parks have removed 551 ash trees in 2018 

• 2019 plans will include the removal of over 900 ash trees 
 



Action and Follow Through 

• Snake Creek Recreation Area near Platte, SD 
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