
Epizootic Hemorrhagic Disease and Bluetongue in South Dakota 2015 
 
The State of South Dakota experienced one area of significant white-tailed deer mortality due to 

Epizootic Hemorrhagic Disease (EHD) in 2015.  This occurred in Sully County where a 

documented 108 deer were found dead, and one white-tailed deer was confirmed with the EHD 

virus.  Other areas of South Dakota did not experience any significant die-off of deer during 

2015, although one positive EHD white-tailed deer was confirmed in Pennington County.  

Overall, there were a total of 127 deer reported as suspect EHD in South Dakota in 2015 (Figure 

1, Table 1).  Region 2 reported a total of 114 dead deer in 2 counties (Sully and Dewey), and 

Region 1 reported a total of 13 dead deer in 3 counties (Bennett, Custer and Pennington).  Region 

3 and Region 4 reported no suspected EHD in 2015.  The two samples that were confirmed with 

EHD from Pennington County and Sully County were confirmed at the lab at SDSU as the most 

common serotype of the EHD virus (ehdv-2).      

 

Due to the large number of white-tailed deer that were being lost to the disease in western 

Sully County, the South Dakota Department of Game, Fish, and Parks offered refunds to 

hunters who previously received a license for western Sully County if they voluntarily 

returned their licenses.  License returns included a total of 122 licenses (211 tags).  
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Figure 1.  Annual reported loss of deer, elk, and pronghorn in South Dakota, 2009-2015. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 1.  Numbers of reported white-tailed deer (WT), and mule deer (MD), by sex for South 

Dakota Counties, 2015. 

 

 

 
 

Figure 2.  Number of suspected EHD deer reported in South Dakota during 2015.  Red indicates at least 

one positive lab result occurred in the county. 

County Species Male Female Unknown Total #  

      

Bennett WT 2 2 0 4 

Bennett MD 3 3 0 6 

Custer WT 0 1 0 1 

Dewey WT 1 2 3 6 

Pennington WT 2 0 0 2 

Sully WT 29 11 67 107 

Sully MD 1 0 0 1 

      

 Totals 38 19 70 127 


