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GUIDE TO THE

COMMON FISHES
OF SOUTH DAKOTA

South Dakota is home to more than 100 fish species.

This guide is a reference to the most common 50 species.
Included are tips for identification, distribution maps, and
brief life histories. Also included is a comprehensive listing
of the known fish species in South Dakota.

Partial funding for this project was provided by the South
Dakota Department of Game, Fish and Parks through
Federal Aid in Sport Fish Restoration Aquatic Education
Project 5506 and the South Dakota Cooperative Extension
Service through Renewable Resources Extension Act funds.
We thank Robert Hanten, Ronald Koth, Charles Scalet,
Steve Sammons, and Mark Flamming for their technical
assistance and manuscript review. Illustrations are
copyrighted by Joseph R. Tomelleri.

External Anatomy of a Fish

1st dorsal fin (spines)

2nd dorsal fin (rays)

\ Anal fin (rays)
/ Anal fin (spines)
Pelvic fin



