
NEWTON HILLS STATE PARK
28767 482nd Avenue
Canton, SD  57013
Phone: 605.987.2263
newtonhills@state.sd.us
www.gfp.sd.gov

Open Year-Round
May through September: 6 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
October through April: 6 a.m. to 9 p.m.

HISTORY
Newton Hills State Park is part of  a geological 
feature called the Coteau des Prairie. This narrow 
strip of  rolling hills and forests was created by 
glaciers during the last ice age and is located along 
the eastern edge of  South Dakota. The Newton 
Hills area also contains an extensive bur oak 
savanna ecosystem.
Artifacts and burial mounds found near the park 
indicate that a Woodland Indian Culture inhabited 
this region between 300 B.C. and 900 A.D. 
Newton Hills State Park was named after William 
Newton who settled in the area in the 1850s. 
Newton’s wife was a midwife; until the 1870s, 
she was the only European American north of  
Vermillion who could deliver babies and cure the 
sick.
In the 1930s, there was a strong movement in the 
Canton area to create a state park here. In 1947, 
the Department of  Game and Fish purchased 600 
acres in what is now the Newton Hills area. By 
1949, the Department of  Game and Fish created 
Newton Hills State Park.

ACCOMMODATIONS
Campsites
A shady campground draws thousands of  campers 
each year to Newton Hills. The campground has 
over 100 campsites, most with electrical hookups. 
Each site has a picnic table and grill. The park 
also has 3 comfort stations with showers, camper 
dump station and potable water, 6 picnic shelters, 
playgrounds, sand volleyball, horseshoe pit and 
basketball courts. Ten electrical campsites and 
corrals are available in the horse camp.

Camping cabins
Heated and air-conditioned camping cabins are 
available year-round. Each cabin has a double bed, 
s set of  bunk beds and sleeps up to four people.  
Bedding is not included.

Lodge
A group lodge is available year round. Sleeping 
12 people comfortably, the lodge has all the 
accommodations of  a fully furnished house 
including: air, heat, 4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 
deck, patio, gas grill, TV/DVD, full kitchen with 
fridge, stove, microwave, dishwasher and cooking/
eating utensils. Bedding and linens are not 
furnished.

Reservations
To reserve a cabin, lodge, campsite or picnic 
shelter, call toll-free 1-800-710-2267 or go online 
at www.campsd.com. 

SWIMMING/FISHING
Lake Lakota, found near the southeast corner 
of  the park, is fi lled with bass, catfi sh, bluegill, 
and perch. The lake has a fl oating fi shing dock, 
concrete boat ramp and dock and a swimming 
beach. Kayak rentals are available in the summer, 
and ice fi shing is popular in the winter.

NATURE PROGRAMS
Newton Hills hosts an array of  interpretive, 
educational and recreational activities during the 
weekends from Memorial Day through Labor Day. 
Each program exposes participants to the various 
natural and cultural features of  the park and 
surrounding area. All of  the programs are free to 
the public; however, a valid park entrance license 
is required on all vehicles entering the state park. 
Program details can be found at the online events 
calendar at www.gfp.sd.gov.

SPECIAL EVENTS
Sioux River Folk Festival
Newton Hills hosts the Sioux River Folk Festival, 
a 3-day music event held annually on the fi rst full 
weekend in August. Learn more at  www.fotm.org. 

FestiFall/CandleLight Walk
These popular events are held annually on the fi rst 
Saturday in October. It features arts and crafts, 
kids’ games, hay rides, vendor booths, bluegrass 
music and an evening candle-lit hike.
Learn more at www.gfp.sd.gov/calendar.

TRAILS
Over 6 miles of  multi-use trails are open to hikers, 
bicyclists, and horse riders. These Blue Diamond 
trails cross dense oak and basswood forests, as 
well as open grassland. The park has a few hiking-
only trails such as the Woodland Trail, a 3/4-mile 
trail designated as a National Recreation Trail.   
When the snow fl ies, grab your skis and try out 
the 5 miles of  groomed cross-country ski trails 
or blaze your own trail on miles of  hiking trails. 
Picnic shelter #3 is boarded up to serve as a 
warming house. Snowshoes are available for 
checkout with prior arrangements.

WILDLIFE
If  you’re interested in bird watching, Newton Hills 
is home to many different species of  birds. White-
tailed deer, wild turkey, marmots, rabbits, fox and 
squirrels are also found within the park.  
Archery deer, archery turkey and shotgun turkey 
hunting are allowed during designated seasons 
from Oct. 1 - April 30. Uncased fi rearms and 
bows are prohibited year-round in all established 
campgrounds and day use areas. Please refer to a 
GFP Hunting Handbook for hunting seasons and 
more information.

FEES
Park entrance licenses and camping fees are 
required year-round. Please refer to the State 
Park’s yearly Park Times magazine or visit www.gfp.
sd.gov for the fee structure and other information.
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