Bald Eagle Awareness Week Highlights

February 22-27, 2016

Dear Bald Eagle Awareness Days partners,

On behalf of the Bald Eagle Days Steering Committee | would again like to thank you for your
participation. Just over 1,000 people attended the events held during this week. The following
pages provide highlights of the events, each of which were a great success due to your
contributions. We hope to keep your support in the future.

-Casey Heimerl, SDGFP

2016 Bald Eagle Awareness Days Partners
Bank West
Black Hills Raptor Center
Fischer Rounds & Associates
High Plains Wildlife Association
Izaak Walton League, Sunshine Chapter
Missouri Breaks Chapter of the National Audubon Society
Oahe Electric
South Dakota Chapter of The Wildlife Society
South Dakota Department of Game, Fish and Parks
South Dakota Missouri River Tourism
South Dakota Ornithologists’ Union
South Dakota Parks and Wildlife Foundation
Today’s KCCR
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service




Thursday, Feb. 25" — Raptor Rendezvous at the SDGFP
Outdoor Campus East in Sioux Falls

The Sioux Falls program had 95 participants and began with an
open house with fun, hands-on activities which was followed by a

live raptor presentation by educators from The Raptor Center at
the University of Minnesota.

Friday, Feb. 26th — Programs for students at the Plankinton
Public School

The Raptor Center educators provided live raptor presentations

for 140 PreK to 4™ grade students and 72, 5 through 9" grade
students.




Saturday, Feb. 27" — Raptor Open House at the SDGFP
Outdoor Campus West in Rapid City

The Outdoor Campus West hosted an educational raptor day which
featured a live presentation by The Black Hills Raptor Center.
Approximately 125 people attended the presentation and 450 showed
up at the event throughout the day.




Saturday, Feb. 27" - Live raptor programs in Pierre

Three presentations were held at the Pierre Ramkota in conjunction
with the KCCR Farm, Home and Sports Show. Close to 300 people
attended the programs throughout the day.

Kate Hanson from The Raptor Center gives a Great-horned Owl a snack
during a live presentation in Pierre.




Other birds of prey included an

American Kestrel (top), a Red-tailed
Hawk (middle), and the star of the
show; a Bald Eagle (bottom)




Bald Eagle Awareness Days Steering Committee
Charlene Bessken, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Casey Heimerl, SD Department of Game, Fish and Parks

Maggie Lindsey, SD Department of Game, Fish and Parks
Russ Somsen, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Eileen Dowd Stukel, SD Department of Game, Fish and Parks
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' X Executive Proclamation iy
| State of South Dakota
Office of the Governor

Whereas, The bald eagle is our national bird and a symbol of freedom in our country; and,
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Whereas, The story of the bald eagle is a model of an endangered species’ success, where individuals,
organizations, agencies, and many levels of government worked together to ensure its recovery; and,
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Whereas, Natural resource management and efforts to conserve this state’s threatened species benefit
from an informed and involved public; and,

Whereas, Bald Eagle Awareness Days have been conducted in South Dakota since 1993, bringing an
educational message about birds of prey to thousands of school-aged children and the public; and,
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Whereas, The designation of Bald Eagle Awareness Week would expand the educational message in
South Dakota; and,

Whereas, The Bald Eagle Awareness Days’ Steering Committee desires to promote educational activities
associated with bald eagles and other birds of prey in connection with Bald Eagle Awareness Week:

Now, Therefore, I, Dennis Daugaard, Governor of the state of South Dakota, do hereby proclaim
February 22-27, 2016, as

BALD FAGLE AWARENESS WEEK

in South Dakota.

In Witness Whereof, | have hereunto set my, hand and
caused to be affixed the Great Seal of the state of South
Dakota, in Pierre, the Capital City, this Seventeenth Day
of February in the Year of Our Lord, Two Thousand and
Sixteen.

Lovns Dawgoms

Dennis Daugaard, Governo/r/

Attest:




