
Project Highlight – SD State Wildlife Grant 

Project Type Monitoring 

Title Topeka Shiner monitoring in eastern South Dakota stream 

In a nutshell  Following the listing of the Topeka Shiner as a federal endangered 
species, SD Game, Fish and Parks led an effort to prepare a state management plan 
and to establish a long-term monitoring framework. This project represents the initial 3-
year sampling program to assess changes in fish species and habitat conditions at 
selected sample sites. 

Relevant Species of Greatest Conservation Need 
 Topeka Shiner (Notropis topeka) 

Relevant Habitats prairie streams 

Purpose 
 Develop and implement a 3-year Topeka Shiner survey program in 11 watersheds to 

evaluate state management goals and provide baseline data for evaluating long-
term trends in Topeka Shiner populations and habitat 

Timeframe July 2004 – September 2006 

Location eastcentral and southeastern South Dakota 

Summary or Important Findings 
 A total of 33 sample sites were evaluated in the Big Sioux, Vermillion, and James 

River basins. 
 Three monitoring sites were sampled at each of 11 streams. 
 Topeka Shiners were documented in all streams surveyed and at 76% of sampled 

sites. 
 Stream conditions were evaluated with data on cross section, thalweg, substrate, 

habitat and fish community. 

Best contact person Chelsey Pasbrig, SDGFP 

More Information
Wall, S.S. and S.K. Thomson. 2007. Topeka Shiner (Notropis topeka) monitoring in 

eastern South Dakota streams (2004-2006), #T-12-R-1 (Final report-
executive summary). 


