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Historically found across South Dakota 
where suitable habitat existed. 

Populations fell rapidly with unregulated 
hunting, egg gathering, market hunting. 

Nearly extirpated by 1900. 
Declared extinct by some authorities in 

early 1950’s. 
Remnant flocks remained at Waubay NWR 

and Ft. Sisseton.  
Came to be known and the “gold standard” 

for giant Canada goose propagation and 
restoration efforts. 
 



Efforts began in 1967 when 32 geese 
were released on Mellette County stock 
ponds. 

Focused on release of 7-8 week old 
goslings into suitable wetland habitats. 

From 1967-1998 4,189 geese were 
released west river and 8,089 released 
east river. 
 





1980’s through Mid early 1990’s 
• Decoy restrictions in some areas  
• Large areas closed to Canada goose harvest to 

protect areas under restoration 
• Short seasons 
• Half Day Hunting in large areas of eastern South 

Dakota 
• Restrictive bag limits 



As populations recovered and increased, 
liberalization of harvest regulations 
began in the mid 1990’s. 

First September Canada goose season 
held in 1996 for Day, Codington, Clark, 
Hamlin, Kingsbury, Deuel, Brookings, 
Lake, and parts of Miner counties. 

Areas open to September Canada goose 
hunting increased along with daily bag. 



1975-76 1985-86 

1995-96 



2005-06 

2015-16 



Early Fall Canada Goose Season 
                   

Year   # Hunters   Daily Limit   # Counties Open   Harvest 
                  
                  

1996   6,586   1 & 2   10   12,866 
1997   6,506   2   13   11,281 
1998   6,682   4   13   15,768 
1999   9,173   5   14   25,960 
2000   10,142   5   20   37,365 
2001   8,358   5   27   51,491 
2002   9,459   5   27   34,831 
2003   10,152   5   27   42,417 
2004   7,662   5   27   26,113 
2005   5,686   5   28   21,499 
2006   6,095   5   28   25,755 
2007   5,876   5   56   26,698 
2008   5,275   5   55   27,924 
2009 

  2010 
  2011 
  2012 
  2013 
  2014 

  6,157 
5,767 
5,417 
3,636 
4,528 
5,106 
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15 
15 

  55 
55 
55 
55 
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  39,275 
        44,183 
        50,361 
        28,788 
        29,887 
        28,814 
  



 Initiated in 2010 in an attempt to alleviate 
local depredation issues and reduce 
giant Canada goose populations. 

Outside the federal goose framework 

2010 2015 



Year   # Hunters   Daily Limit   # Counties Open   Harvest 
  2010 
  2011 
  2012 
  2013 
  2014 

       3,538 
     3,211 
     3,636 
     2,345 
     2,302 

  8 
8 

15 
15 
15 
  

  15 
17 
22 
23 
23 

  29,047 
30,300 
36,757 
18,592 
20,671 



By 1999, most of South Dakota was under 
the full 95 day federal framework for 
dark goose hunting. 

 In 2007 frameworks were extended to the 
maximum allowed under the Migratory 
Bird Treaty Act (107 days) 

Long seasons and liberal bag limits have 
been utilized in an attempt to control this 
population. 



First Management Plan Completed in 1998 
with a population objective of 50,000 
breeding birds (three year average)  
according to the USFWS May breeding 
waterfowl survey. 

Plan was updated in 2005, 2010 with a 
current population objective of 80,000-
90,000 breeding birds (three year average). 

Plan is scheduled to be updated this year. 



The intersection of management tools 
and population goals. 

Helps in the development of season and 
regulation recommendations.  
   

  
“TOOLS” 

RESTRICTIVE MODERATE LIBERAL 
Increase Popn 

Objective 
Maintain Popn 

Objective 
Decrease Popn 

Objective 
3 year BPOP 
Index Below Objective Objective Range Above Objective 

Full Federal 
Framework Yes  Yes Yes 

August 
Management 
Take 

Restrict 
Counties 

Yes 
Consider County 

Restrictions 
Yes 

Daily Bag Restrict Consider Restriction Full Framework Bag 

SAH 
Donations No 

  
Yes 

  
Yes 
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 Central Flyway Canada goose banding program 
 
 Banding migratory waterfowl is an important management tool, aiding in 

the determination of vital rates needed for management decisions.  
Beginning in 2012, South Dakota along with other participating states in 
the Central flyway initiated a four year cooperative  banding program 
with the following objectives: 

  
 Determine timing, distribution, and derivation of harvest 
 Calculate survival rates 
 Calculate harvest rates 
 Use a Lincoln estimator to calculate indirect population estimates and 

associated growth rates 
 Determine future banding needs 
  
 South Dakota has been a strong contributor to this program, banding over 

8,000 Canada geese since 2012.  Once completed, analysis of band 
recoveries will greatly aid managers understand the population dynamics 
of Central Flyway giant Canada geese. 







Completed Research 
 Band Recovery Data Analysis, Jeff Gleason, MS, 1997 
     Dr. Jonathan Jenks, Principal Investigator 
 
 Canada Goose Movement Study, Bobby Anderson, PhD, 2005 
     Dr. Charles Dieter, Principal Investigator 
 
 Crop Damage by giant Canada Geese in eastern South Dakota, Troy 

Radtke, MS, 2008 
     Dr. Charles Dieter, Principal Investigator 
 
 Evaluation of  various foliar sprays for sse as a Canada goose grazing 

deterrent, Cody Warner, MS, 2013  
     Dr. Charles Dieter, Principal Investigator 
 
Current Research 
 Evaluation of Anthraquinone as a deterrent to Canada goose damage on 

soybeans with possible application to other crops, Matt Gottlob, MS. 
     Dr. Charles Dieter and Dr. Joshua Stafford, Principal Investigators 
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