
RUFFED GROUSE 
 
The 2011 ruffed grouse season covered 17 September 2011 through 1 January 2012 statewide.  Harvest 
surveys were sent to only resident hunters.  The daily limit was 3 birds, possession 15.  To hunt ruffed grouse, 
residents were required to hold small game, 1-day small game, adult or junior combination, or youth small 
game licenses; nonresidents were required to obtain the nonresident small game the nonresident youth small 
game, or nonresident shooting preserve license.   
 
In 2011, there were 88,624 resident and 100,111 nonresident licenses issued that allowed holders to hunt 
ruffed grouse.  Approximately 31% of residents and 20% of nonresidents were surveyed for the upland bird 
seasons.  Survey response rates were 41.2% for residents and 50.2% for nonresidents. 
 
Based on survey responses indicating at least one day of hunting ruffed grouse, there were a projected 585 
resident ruffed grouse hunters. 
 
An estimated 783 ruffed grouse were harvested during the 2011 season.  When asked their satisfaction with 
their hunting, (1 being least satisfied, 7 being most satisfied), resident upland bird hunters reported an average 
satisfaction rating of 4.78 while nonresidents reported a satisfaction rating of 5.63. 
 
Summary of the 2011 ruffed grouse harvest 

 Resident Hunters Nonresident Hunters 
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2011 585 783 3.00 1.34 UNK UNK UNK UNK 
 
 

RUFFED GROUSE HARVEST PROJECTIONS FOR 2011
Revised: 13 Feb 2012 NONRESIDENT TOTALS

Small Junior Youth Sum Nonres Youth Sm Sum 
Game Combo Combo SmGm Estimates Sm Game Game Estimates

Licenses Sold 31,871 43,437 7,498 5,818 88,624 96,971 3,140 100,111
Projected ACTIVE UPLAND BIRD HUNTERS 26,641 33,238 4,882 4,914 69,674 92,581 2,920 95,502
Number Sampled by Survey 9,213 15,699 1,670 1,215 27,797 19,620 377 19,997
Number Responded to Survey 3,752 6,875 391 421 11,439 9,906 136 10,042
Responded and Participated in Season 3,211 5,267 275 372 9,125 9,672 128 9,800
Responded but DID NOT HUNT 541 1,608 116 49 2,314 234 8 242
Survey Response Rate 40.7% 43.8% 23.4% 34.7% 41.2% 50.5% 36.1% 50.2%
No. Hunters Reporting Ruffed Grouse Days 19 47 3 5 74 Unk
Sum Ruffed Grouse Days 57 141 4 20 222 Unk
Average Days Hunting Ruffed Grouse 3.00 3.00 1.33 4.00 3.00 Unk
Sum Ruffed Grouse Bagged 15 81 3 0 99 Unk
Average Season Ruffed Grouse Bag 0.79 1.72 1.00 0.00 1.34 Unk
Projected Days Ruffed Grouse Hunting 484 891 77 276 1,755
Projected No. Ruffed Grouse Hunters 161 297 58 69 585
Projected Ruffed Grouse Bag 127 512 58 0 783

TOTAL RUFFED GROUSE HARVEST = 783
Upland Bird Hunters Mean Satisfaction Score * 4.83 4.76 4.50 4.74 4.78 5.63 5.63 5.63
* Based on scale of 1-7 with 1="very dissatisfied" and 7="very satisfied"

RESIDENT TOTALS BY LICENSE TYPE

 


