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Cynthia L. Longmire, Ph.D.
Human Dimensions Specialist
South Dakota Game, Fish, & Parks

Introduction

South Dakota has held a residents-only mountain lion season since 2005. The 2012
statewide season offered an unlimited number of licenses and included a limited access season
within Custer State Park (CSP). Residents were allowed one mountain lion permit valid for
taking a single lion during the season. The statewide season was set to run from January 1 to
March 31, 2012 or until reaching a harvest limit of 70 total or 50 female mountain lions. After the
regular season closed, landowners with a valid 2012 statewide mountain lion license who did
not take a lion during the regular season could continue to hunt for the remainder of the
calendar year on private land they owned or leased outside of the Black Hills Fire Protection
District. Additionally the use of dogs, bait, or traps for hunting lions was prohibited. Other
restrictions included no taking of spotted lions or lions traveling together, and a mandatory
check-in of harvested lions within 24 hours.

A limited number of free access permits to hunt mountain lions within CSP during
specified hunting intervals were issued through a random drawing. Six hunting intervals each
including two weekends with 15 access permits issued per interval were established. Once an
individual harvested a mountain lion or their hunting interval had passed, their access permit
expired. If the statewide season closed prior to March 31, 2012, mountain lion hunting with CSP

also closed.
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The 2012 statewide mountain lion season ran for 61 days and closed on March 01 after
a total of 73 lions were harvested. This report summarizes results from the South Dakota Game,
Fish, & Parks (GFP) 2012 Black Hills Lion Hunter Survey, including CSP. Survey responses
were collected from March 29" to May 23" and covered time spent hunting, methods used, lion
observations while hunting, and satisfaction with the hunting season. Information pertaining to
statewide reports of mountain lions from the public, mountain lion mortality, and mountain lion
harvest locations can be found in the statewide annual mountain lion summary report for 2012,

and subsequently will not be covered in this report.

Methods
All licensed mountain lion hunters at the time of season closing (N = 3,482) were

surveyed regarding their hunting experiences during the 2012 Black Hills mountain lion season.
Hunters with a valid email address in the 2012 GFP license database (N = 2961) were sent an
email invitation at the close of the season to complete the survey via the Internet (appendix A).
The online survey non-respondents and hunters without an email address were mailed a four-
page questionnaire on April 23™. A postcard reminder was sent to all non-respondents a week
after the initial mailing, followed by a second questionnaire mailing two weeks later. All survey

data was analyzed using IBM SPSS Statistics 20 software package.

Results — Black Hills

Overall, a total of 2,619 useable surveys were returned. Adjusting for undeliverable
addresses, the overall survey response rate was 76 percent. In total, 61 percent of responses
received were via the online survey, and 39 percent of responses were received via mail

surveys. Of the 2,961 email invitations sent to lion hunters asking them to participate in the

! The statewide annual mountain lion summary report for 2012 can be found on the Game, Fish, & Parks
agency website following the end of the calendar year.
% Likert items use a dichotomous scaling method (where the mid-point is neutral) to measure either a
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online survey, 54 percent (n = 1,585) completed the online survey. A total of 1,376 mail surveys
were sent to the online survey non-respondents and 56 percent (n = 771) completed the non-
response survey. Lion hunters who did not provide an email address (n = 521) were sent the
survey by mail, and 50 percent (n = 263) completed the survey. Chi-square tests and ANOVAs
were used to test for response differences across the online survey, non-response survey, and
mail surveys. No statistically significant differences were found in participation rates, mean days
hunted, satisfaction rates, hunting methods used, or harvest success.

Participation and Hunting Methods — A total of 1,994 hunters reported spending some

time hunting for mountain lions during the Black Hills 2012 season (figure 1), for an average of
7.1 days (table 1). Lion hunters were asked to indicate all types of mountain lion hunting
methods they used during the 2012 season. Calling was the most reported method of hunting
mountain lions in the Black Hills (figure 2). Eighty-three percent of hunters reported using
calling, followed by walking in the woods looking for lions or signs (68%), tracking in the snow
(63%), and driving roads looking for lions or signs (57%). Most hunters used multiple hunting
methods; 89 percent used two or more methods for an average of three methods per hunter
(table 2). Of the 65 successful hunters who returned surveys, 91 percent (n = 59) used multiple

methods of hunting mountain lions.

Hunted Mountain Lions during
2012 Black Hills Season

ONo

BEYes

Figure 1: Participation in mountain lion hunting during 2012 season



2012 Black Hills Mountain Lion Season: Hunter Survey Results

Table 1: Number of days spent hunting mountain lions

2012 Black Hills Mountain Lion

Number of Days Hunters Percent

1 125 6.6%

2 262 13.8%

3 301 15.8%

4 240 12.6%

5 209 11.0%

6 133 7.0%

7 78 4.1%

8 60 3.2%

9 22 1.2%

10 158 8.3%

11 to 20 219 11.5%

21to 30 60 3.2%

__%0ormore 34 18%
Total 1901 100.0%
Hunters Mean # of Days®

All lion hunters 1901 7.1(6.8t07.5)
Did not harvest a lion 1821 7.1(6.7t07.4)
Harvested a lion 64 8.6 (6.4 t0 10.7)

1. Mean (95% confidence interval)

OSuccessful Hunters WAl Hunters

Other

Use of scent attractants

Sitting on a kill site

Incidental

Driving roads ——‘
Tracking in snow ——‘

Walking in woods

Calling  ———

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90
Percent!

100

Figure 2: Methods used for hunting mountain lions during 2012 season
1. Percentages do not sum to 100 since hunters could select more than one method.
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Table 2: Number of methods used for hunting mountain
lions during 2012 season

2012 Black Hills Mountain Lion Season

# Methods Used Hunters Percent

1 217 10.9%

2 444 22.4%

3 576 29.1%

4 529 26.7%

5 181 9.1%

6 29 1.5%

7 5 0.3%
N 8 _ 1 _01%
Total 1982 100.0%

2012 BH Mountain Lion Successful Hunters

# Methods Used Hunters Percent

1 6 9.2%

2 11 16.9%

3 15 23.1%

4 20 30.8%

5 11 16.9%
. 6 o 2__ _._31%
Total 65 100.0%

Lion Interactions — Eighty percent of active mountain lion hunters in the Black Hills

reported seeing mountain lion tracks or other signs of mountain lions while hunting (figure 3).
Approximately 18 percent of active lion hunters (n = 347) observed a mountain lion. Of those
hunters who observed a mountain lion, 48 percent (n = 152) reported seeing only one lion and
52 percent (n = 162) reported seeing two or more lions during their hunt. Fifty-one percent (n =
177) of those who observed mountain lions reported not having a good or clear shot, 26 percent
(n = 90) reported the lion was with one or more other lions, 16 percent observed a lion with a
spotted lion (n = 54) and 13 percent (n = 45) saw a lion with spots (figure 4). Six percent of
hunters who observed a lion (n = 20) reported shooting at but missing a lion, and one percent
(n=4) reported possibly wounding but not retrieving a lion. Five hunters (1.4%) reported seeing

an aggressive lion near a den. When asked if any of the lions observed were wearing a radio
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collar, 62 percent indicated they were not and 25 percent were unsure. Only 13 percent

observed a lion wearing a radio collar.

Observed Lion Tracks/Signs Observed Mtn Lion

19% (382) 18% (347)

81% (1593) 82% (1619)

EYes ONo BYes ONo

Figure 3: Mountain lion observations during 2012 season

T SEBTRI EEL FT el e EhEre (4) Data labels represent number of hunters

Lion was aggressive and near a possible den
Shot at but missed a lion

Lion was wearing a radio collar

Lion had spots (young lion)

Other

Lion was with a spotted lion (young lion)
Harvested a mountain lion

Lion was with one or more other lions

Did not have a good or clear shot

(177)

0O 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

Percent of Hunters who Observed Lion(s)’

Figure 4: Distribution of hunters who observed mountain lions in during 2012 season
1. Percentages do not sum to 100 since hunters could indicate more than one situation.
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Success and Satisfaction — Success per licensed hunter (includes all hunters with a

mountain lion license whether or not they participated in the 2012 season) was 2.1 percent.
Hunter success per patrticipating lion hunter was 3.6 percent. Based on reported participation
rate, a total of 2,646 hunters were estimated to have actually spent time hunting mountain lions
in the Black Hills during the 2012 season (table 3). The estimated success rate of active lion

hunters was 2.8 percent.

Table 3: Hunter success statistics for 2012 Black Hills mountain lion season

Black Hills 2012 Success Statistics

Per Licensed Hunter 73/3482 = 2.1%
Estimated Number of Active Lion Hunters 3482*0.76 = 2646
Estimated Success per Active Lion Hunters 73/2646 = 2.8%

Lion hunters were asked to indicate how satisfied or dissatisfied they were with both the
overall 2012 mountain lion season and the 2012 CSP season. Respondents’ satisfaction was
measured using a seven-point Likert scale.” On average, all licensed mountain lion hunters
were slightly satisfied with the 2012 Black Hills season, and those hunters who were successful
in harvesting a lion indicated they were moderately satisfied. However, an examination of the
distribution of responses across all seven satisfaction categories indicated the modal response
for all licensed hunters, both participating and non-participating hunters, was neither dissatisfied
nor satisfied with the 2012 season (figure 5). About 35 percent of license holders were satisfied
with the Black Hills mountain lion season as conducted in 2012; 53 percent were neither
satisfied nor dissatisfied, and 12 percent were dissatisfied. Fifty-eight percent of license holders
who reported actually hunting mountain lions during the 2012 season reported being satisfied

with how the season was conducted; 25 percent were neither satisfied nor dissatisfied, and 17

% Likert items use a dichotomous scaling method (where the mid-point is neutral) to measure either a
positive or negative response to a statement. The measurement scale used here is: 1=Very Dissatisfied;
2=Moderately Dissatisfied; 3=Slightly Dissatisfied; 4=Neither Dissatisfied nor Satisfied; 5=Slightly
Satisfied; 6=Moderately Satisfied; and 7=Very Satisfied
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percent were dissatisfied. The modal response among successful lion hunters was very
satisfied. Of the 67 hunters who reported harvesting a mountain lion, 76 percent were satisfied
with how the 2012 season was conducted; 6 percent were neither satisfied nor dissatisfied, and

18 percent were dissatisfied.

OAll Hunters @ Active Hunters ® Successful Hunters
100 -
80 -
i
&
S 60 -
I
Y
o
& 40 -
2
Q
o
20 -
Very Moderately Slightly Neither Slightly Moderately Very
Dissatisfied Dissatisfied Dissatisfied Dissatisfied Satisfied Satisfied Satisfied
nor Satisfied

Figure 5: Hunter satisfaction with 2012 Black Hills Mountain Lion Season

Overall, hunters were relatively neutral in their satisfaction/dissatisfaction with the 2012
mountain lion season in Custer State Park, with the exception of hunters who actively hunted
inside CSP (figure 6). Twenty-three percent of all licensed hunters reported being satisfied with
the Custer State Park mountain lion season as conducted in 2012; 63 percent were neither
satisfied nor dissatisfied, and 14 percent were dissatisfied. Of the hunters who reported actively
hunting mountain lions in the Black Hills in 2012, 24 percent were satisfied with how the CSP
season was conducted; 57 percent were neither satisfied nor dissatisfied and 19 percent were

dissatisfied. Of the hunters who held an access permit to hunt lions inside CSP, 64 percent
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were satisfied, 12 percent were neither satisfied nor dissatisfied, and 24 percent were

dissatisfied with the 2012 CSP season.

mAll Hunters mActive Hunters =Non-CSP Hunters OCSP Hunters
100 -
80 -
g
&
S 60
I
[
=)
S 40
2
(]
o
20 -
Very Moderately Slightly Neither Slightly Moderately Very
Dissatisfied Dissatisfied Dissatisfied Dissatisfied Satisfied Satisfied Satisfied
nor Satisfied

Figure 6: Hunter satisfaction with 2012 Custer State Park mountain lion season

Correlations with Satisfaction Level — Simple bivariate correlations using Pearson’s

correlation coefficient (r) were conducted to identify statistically significant relationships between
hunter satisfaction and four lion observation variables.® Hunters’ satisfaction level was positively
related to hunters’ observation of lion tracks or signs (r = 0.14 p<0.001), harvest success (r =
0.09 p<0.001), and observation of lions (r = .08 p<0.001); however, for hunters who observed
lions, satisfaction was negatively correlated with the number of lions observed (r = -0.15
p<0.001). All four correlations indicated fairly weak relationships with hunters’ overall

satisfaction. On average, hunters who successfully harvested a lion indicated higher satisfaction

% A correlation coefficient indicates the strength of the association between two variables. The values
range from -1 to 1, where an absolute value of 1 indicates a perfect relationship between the two
variables and 0 indicates no relationship. General guidelines for interpreting correlation coefficients are:
[0.1] to |0.34] = weak; |0.35] to |0.74| = moderate; and |0.75] to |1]| = strong. In practice, a coefficient of 1
generally indicates a redundancy in variables. Correlation does not prove causation.
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scores than those hunters who did not harvest a lion (5.7 versus 4.9; figure 7). Hunters who
reported seeing lion tracks or other signs indicated a higher satisfactions score, on average,
than those who did not see tracks or signs (5.0 versus 4.5). There was a slight difference in
average satisfaction score between hunters who observed lions and those who did not (5.2
versus 4.9). However, the negative relationship between satisfaction and number of lions seen
would indicate that the more lions a hunter observed the lower their overall satisfaction score
(figure 8). Of hunters who observed lions, those who indicated they were dissatisfied with the
season saw 2.7 lions on average, compared to 2.0 lions seen by satisfied hunters. While
hunters who observed lions were more satisfied, on average, than hunters who did not, there
appears to be a threshold at which point satisfaction stopped increasing and began decreasing
to a level below that of the hunters who did not observe mountain lions while hunting. Hunters
who saw four or more lions had mean satisfaction scores at or below the satisfaction level of
hunters who did not observe lions during the season. It is possible this negative correlation is an

indirect reflection of hunters’ dissatisfaction with the harvest quota set for the 2012 mountain

lion season.
7 -
6 4
§
3 51
c
L2
QG 4 -
S
L
A 3 -
c
©
4]
=
1 i
Yes No Yes No Yes No
Observed Tracks/Signs Observed Lion(s) Harvested a Lion

Figure 7: Relationship between satisfaction and lion observations
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Figure 8: Relationship between satisfaction and number of lions observed

1. Dashed line indicates neutral point on satisfaction scale; 2. Collapsed scale is as follows: Dissatisfied = very
dissatisfied, moderately dissatisfied, and slightly dissatisfied (1-3); Neutral = neither dissatisfied nor satisfied (4);
Satisfied = slightly satisfied, moderately satisfied, and very satisfied (5-7).

Results — Custer State Park

Participation and Hunting Methods — All licensed mountain lion hunters who received an

Access Permit that allowed them to hunt mountain lions within CSP were surveyed regarding
their hunting experience in CSP (N = 74). A total of 67 questionnaires were returned for a 91
percent response rate. A total of 52 hunters spent some time hunting for mountain lions within
CSP (figure 9), for an average of 4.4 days (table 4). Hunters were asked to indicate all types of
mountain lion hunting methods they used while hunting in CSP during the 2012 season. Calling
was the most reported method of hunting (figure 10). Eighty-one percent of hunters reported
using calling, followed by walking in the woods looking for lions or signs (77%), driving roads
looking for lions or signs (56%), and tracking in the snow (46%). Most hunters used multiple
hunting methods; 83 percent used two or more methods for an average of three methods per
hunter (table 5). Of the four successful hunters, all used multiple methods of hunting mountain

lions.

11
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Hunted Mountain Lions in Custer
State Park during 2012 Season

22%

78%

ONo

EYes

Figure 9: Participation in mountain lion hunting inside Custer State Park during

2012 season

Table 4: Number of days spent hunting mountain lions within CSP

2012 Custer State Park Mountain Lion

Number of Days Hunters Percent
0 3 5.8%

1 8 15.4%

2 7 13.5%

3 9 17.3%

4 7 13.5%

5 4 7.7%

6 5 9.6%

7 3 5.8%

10 1 1.9%

12 2 3.8%

14 1 1.9%

I 5 . ._._.2_ . _.38%_ __ _

Total 52 100.0%

Hunters Mean # of Days*

All CSP lion hunters 52 4.4 (3.3t05.4)
Did not harvest a lion 48 4.3 (3.2t05.4)
Harvested a lion 4 8.6 (6.4 t0 10.7)

1. Mean (95% confidence interval)

12
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mAIll Hunters OSuccessful Hunters

1
Other ™ Data labels represent number of hunters
Use of scent attractants @
Incidental (6)
Sitting on a kill site & | (2)

Tracking in show — 2 1 (3)

Driving roads —L -
Walking in woods —{40)—‘ -
Calling —L -

0 20 40 60 80 100
Percent of Hunters?

Figure 10: Methods used for hunting mountain lions in CSP during 2012 season
1. Percentages do not sum to 100 since hunters could select more than one method.

Table 5: Number of methods used for hunting mountain
lions in CSP during 2012 season

2012 Custer State Park Lion Season

# Methods Used Hunters Percent
1 9 17.3%
2 12 23.1%
3 11 21.2%
4 11 21.2%
S 5 o 9_._ 17.3%
Total 52 100.0%

2012 CSP Successful Lion Hunters
# Methods Used Hunters Percent
2 1 25.0%
4 1 25.0%
. S 2__.__50.0%
Total 4 100.0%

13
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Lion Interactions — Seventy-nine percent of active mountain lion hunters within CSP

reported seeing mountain lion tracks or other signs of mountain lions while hunting (figure 11).
About 19 percent of active lion hunters within CSP (n = 10) observed a mountain lion. Of the
hunters who observed a mountain lion, 63 percent (n = 5) reported seeing only one lion and 37
percent (n = 3) reported seeing two or more lions during their hunt. Thirty percent (n = 3) of
those who observed mountain lions reported not having a good or clear shot, 20 percent (n = 2)
reported the lion was with one or more other lions, and the lion was seen with a spotted lion or
the lion had spots were both reported by 10 percent (n = 2) of the hunters (figure 12). No
hunters who observed a lion within CSP reported seeing an aggressive lion, shooting at but
missing a lion, or possibly wounding a lion but not retrieving it. About 33 percent of the hunters
reported the lion they observed was not wearing a radio collar and 22 percent were unsure as to
whether or not the lion was wearing a collar. About 45 percent (4 hunters) said a lion they

observed was wearing a radio collar; three of these hunters (75%) actually harvested a lion.

Observed Lion Tracks/Signs in CSP Observed Mtn Lion in CSP

21% 19%

79% 81%

ONo mYes ONo mYes

Figure 11: Mountain lion observations in CSP during 2012 season

14
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mAIll CSP Hunters  0OSuccessful CSP Hunters

(1)
Other (1)

Lion was with a spotted lion (young lion)

Data labels represent number of hunters

Lion had spots (young lion)
Lion was with one or more other lions
Did not have a good or clear shot

- 4
Harvested a mountain lion “

Lion was wearing a radio collar — &l | (3)

|
0 20 40 60 80 100
Percent of Hunters who Observed Lion(s) in CSP?

| (4)

Figure 12: Distribution of CSP hunters who observed mountain lions during 2012 season
1. Percentages do not sum to 100 since hunters could indicate more than one situation.

Success and Satisfaction — Success within CSP per licensed hunter (includes all hunters

with a CSP access permit) was 5.4 percent and success per active lion hunters within CSP was
7.7 percent (table 6). Based on the reported participation rate, a total of 57 hunters were
estimated to have actively spent time hunting for mountain lions within CSP during the 2012

mountain lion season. The estimated success rate for active lion hunters was 7 percent.

Table 6: Hunter success statistics for 2012 CSP mountain lion season

Custer State Park 2012 Success Statistics

Per Licensed Hunter 4/74 = 5.4%
Per Active Lion Hunter 4/52 = 7.7%
Estimated Number of Active Lion Hunters 74*776 = 57
Estimated Success per Active Lion Hunters 4/57 = 7%

As with the broader Black Hills hunter survey, CSP lion hunters were asked to indicate

how satisfied or dissatisfied they were with the 2012 CSP season. Satisfaction was measured

15
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using a seven-point Likert scale.* On average, licensed CSP lion hunters were slightly satisfied
with the 2012 CSP season, and those hunters who were successful in harvesting a lion were
moderately satisfied. About 64 percent of the licensed hunters within CSP were satisfied with
the 2012 CSP mountain lion season (figure 13). Almost a quarter of the licensed hunters were
dissatisfied, and 12 percent were neither satisfied nor dissatisfied. Seventy-three percent of
hunters who actively hunted mountain lions within CSP reported being satisfied with the CSP
mountain lion season. Nineteen percent of active hunters were dissatisfied and 8 percent were
neither satisfied nor dissatisfied. Of the four hunters who successfully harvest a lion within CSP,
three were satisfied and one was neither satisfied nor dissatisfied with the 2012 CSP season.

The modal response across all three breakdowns of lion hunters was very satisfied.

mAllHunters mActive Hunters 0O Successful Hunters
100 -
90 -
80 -
70 -
60 -

40

Percent of Hunters
o
o

30 +

o e mm O ﬂi

Very Moderately Slightly Neither Slightly Moderately Very Satisfied
Dissatisfied Dissatisfied Dissatisfied Dissatisfied Satisfied Satisfied
nor Satisfied

Satisfaction with CSP 2012 Mountain Lion Season

Figure 13: CSP Hunters' satisfaction with 2012 Custer State Park mountain lion season

* Likert items use a dichotomous scaling method (where the mid-point is neutral) to measure either a
positive or negative response to a statement. The measurement scale used here is: 1=Very Dissatisfied;
2=Moderately Dissatisfied; 3=Slightly Dissatisfied; 4=Neither Dissatisfied nor Satisfied; 5=Slightly
Satisfied; 6=Moderately Satisfied; and 7=Very Satisfied

16
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Correlations with Satisfaction Level — Similar to the analyses done for the overall Black

Hills season, simple bivariate correlations using Pearson’s correlation coefficient (r) were
conducted to identify statistically significant relationships between hunter satisfaction with the
CSP season and lion observation variables. Since some hunters who held access permits for
the park may not have been able to hunt due to the statewide season closing prior to their
specified hunting interval, the relationship between hunter satisfaction and participation was
also examined. There was no significant relationship found between hunter satisfaction and the
four lion observation variables examined (observed tracks/signs, observed lion(s), number of
lions observed, and harvested a lion). Hunter satisfaction was positively related to hunter
participation in the 2012 CSP season (r = 0.28 p=0.02). On average, hunters who actively
hunted lions within CSP indicated a higher satisfaction with the CSP season than those who

had access permits but did not hunt lions inside the park (5.3 versus 4.00)°.

Comments

Many of the respondents to the mountain lion hunter survey provided additional
comments with their completed questionnaire (appendix B). These comments provide a
qualitative description of hunters’ opinions related to mountain lion management and concerns.
These comments did not have to be specific to any question asked on the survey, but rather
they were free to provide additional comments at the end. All comments are included in
appendix B, and are organized by hunters’ satisfaction with the overall 2012 Black Hills
mountain lion season. Within each subcategory the comments are presented in numerical order
of respondent ID number. Comments are presented in the letter case they were submitted.

Misspellings and grammar are corrected when doing so would not change the intent of the

° 1=Very Dissatisfied; 2=Moderately Dissatisfied; 3=Slightly Dissatisfied; 4=Neither Dissatisfied nor
Satisfied; 5=Slightly Satisfied; 6=Moderately Satisfied; and 7=Very Satisfied

17
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comment. Where expletives were used, they were not removed or substituted for. In the case

where symbols were substituted, this was done in the original comment.

Additional Mountain Lion Information

In addition to the annual survey of hunters, GFP produces an annual mountain lion
summary report prepared by Region 1 biologists in Rapid City, SD. The annual report and other
information about mountain lions in South Dakota can be found on the GFP webpage. Also,
GFP has supported a series of continuous mountain lion research projects by the Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries Sciences at South Dakota State University since 1998, with the current

project funded through 2014.
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Appendix A: Survey Instruments
(Format Adjusted)

Email Invitation

To: [Email]

From: "sdgfpinfo@state.sd.us via surveymonkey.com" <member@surveymonkey.com>

Subject: 2012 Mountain Lion Hunting Survey

Body: Dear [FirstName] [LastName],
Please complete this short survey regarding the 2012 Mountain Lion Season through
the link below. It is important that we receive a response from you whether you hunted
or not so we can accurately estimate total participation and evaluate your opinions of
the 2012 season.
You can complete this survey on-line or you can complete the survey by mail. If you
complete your survey on-line before April 10, 2012 you will not be sent a survey by
mail.

This survey should take about 2 minutes to complete. Here is a link to the survey:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx

This link is uniquely tied to this survey and your email address.

If you have difficulty opening the survey, please try copying and pasting the address
link into the address bar of your Internet browser.

Thanks for your participation!

Please note: If you do not wish to receive further emails from us, please click the link
below, and you will be automatically removed from our mailing list.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/optout.aspx
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Survey Instrument — Black Hills

Department of Game, Fish and Parks

Foss Building
523 East Capitol
Pierre, South Dakota 57501-3182

May 2012

Dear mountain lion hunter:

The 2012 Black Hills Mountain Lion Season closed March 1. Although the season in the
Black Hills is closed, licensed landowners outside of the Black Hills Fire Protection District can
still harvest a lion on their own land for the rest of the year (2012).

Plea