
DUCKS (all species) 
 
The 2015 duck season was open 26 September 2015 - 14 January 2016 statewide, although some units/zones 
may have opened later and/or closed sooner.  A special Youth Waterfowl season was open 19-20 September 
for youth that had not reached age 16 by the first day of the season. The daily bag was 6 ducks, which could 
include no more than 5 mallards (up to 2 hens), 3 scaup, 2 redheads, 3 wood ducks, 2 canvasbacks, or 2 
pintails.  Hunters could also harvest 2 bonus blue-winged teal daily during the first 16 days of the season.  The 
daily limit on mergansers was 5, which could include no more than 2 hooded mergansers, and the daily limit on 
coots was 15.  The possession limit was three times the daily bag for each species.  To hunt ducks, residents 
were required to hold small game, 1-day small game, adult, senior or junior combination, or youth small game 
licenses plus a migratory bird certification.  Nonresidents were required to obtain a nonresident waterfowl 
license.  All hunters age 16 and over were also required to obtain a federal waterfowl stamp. 
 

In 2015, there were an estimated 15,931 hunters who hunted at least one day for ducks (11,994 residents, 
3,937 nonresidents).  From the survey responses, there were a projected total of 213,745 ducks harvested 
(169,183 by residents, 44,562 by nonresidents).  Nonresidents reported harvesting 9% of their ducks within 20 
miles of the Missouri River.  Average bag for residents was 14.11, and for nonresidents ranged from 4.5 in unit 
11A to 13.18 in unit 00A. 
 

The five counties with the highest reported resident hunter numbers were Brown, Kingsbury, Day, Lake, and 
Brookings. The five counties with the highest reported unit 00B nonresident hunter numbers were Roberts, 
Brown, Day, Marshall, and Clark. 
 

When asked their satisfaction on the season, (1 being most dissatisfied, 7 being most satisfied), duck hunters 
reported an average satisfaction rating of 4.87 for residents and 4.90 for nonresidents. 
 

The average days hunted by all hunters (7.22 residents, 4.54 nonresidents) projected to a total of 104,419 
recreation days for the season. 

 
Comparison of the 2010 - 2015 duck season statistics 

 Resident Hunters Nonresident Hunters 
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2010 14,038 209,868 7.63 14.95 5.19 4,123 52,434 4.74 12.72 5.52 

2011 13,394 213,642 7.34 15.95 5.34 4,132 51,098 4.58 12.37 5.51 

2012 12,797 186,398 7.46 14.57 5.19 3,961 47,210 4.75 11.92 5.27 

2013 13,456 195,935 7.41 14.56 5.09 3,842 47,873 4.53 12.46 5.31 

2014 13,471 179,674 7.12 13.34 4.95 3,565 42,307 4.44 11.87 5.16 

2015 11,994 169,183 7.22 14.11 4.87 3,937 44,562 4.54 11.32 4.90 

 
DUCK HARVEST PROJECTIONS FOR 2015
Revised: 1 June 2016

Sum Resident

00A 00B 11A 00X 00Y YW1 Estimates Total
No. Hunters Reporting Duck Days 154 1,342 4 85 323 1,908 1,290

Total Reported Duck Hunted Days 1,058 6,332 15 210 929 8,544 9,308

Average Days Hunted Ducks 6.87 4.72 3.75 2.47 2.88 4.54 7.22

Total Reported Ducks Bagged 2,030 15,798 18 422 3,011 21,279 18,196

Average Duck Bag for Season 13.18 11.77 4.50 4.96 9.32 11.32 14.11

Projected Days Duck Hunting 1,308 14,969 21 351 1,226 17,875 86,544

Projected No. Duck Hunters 190 3,173 6 142 426 3,937 11,994

Projected Duck Bag 2,510 37,348 25 705 3,975 44,562 169,183

Duck Harvest Reported Within 20 Miles of Missouri River 1,902 617 0 191 37 2,747

Projected Ducks Bagged w/in 20 miles of Missouri River 2,352 1,459 0 319 49 4,178 N/A

TOTAL DUCK HARVEST = 213,745

Duck Hunter Mean Satisfaction Score *1* 4.58 4.86 5.00 4.80 5.26 4.90 4.87

*1* Based on scale of 1-7 with 1=very dissatisfied & 7=very satisfied

NONRESIDENT TOTALS BY UNIT

 



Resident Duck Harvest Distribution by County 2015
HUNTER DISTRIBUTION HARVEST DISTRIBUTION

COUNTY # Reported # Projected % of Total # Proj w/ Unk * # Reported # Projected % of Total # Proj w/ Unk * Birds/Hunter **

Minnehaha 40 372 3.3 396 545 5,067 3.2 5,335 13.6
Pennington 21 195 1.7 208 157 1,460 0.9 1,537 7.5
Brown 71 660 5.9 703 909 8,452 5.3 8,899 12.8
Beadle 25 232 2.1 248 194 1,804 1.1 1,899 7.8
Codington 32 298 2.6 317 794 7,382 4.6 7,773 24.8
Brookings 61 567 5.0 604 675 6,276 3.9 6,608 11.1
Yankton 19 177 1.6 188 285 2,650 1.6 2,790 15.0
Davison 31 288 2.6 307 433 4,026 2.5 4,239 14.0
Lawrence 8 74 0.7 79 90 837 0.5 881 11.3
Aurora 10 93 0.8 99 36 335 0.2 352 3.6
Bennett 2 19 0.2 20 9 84 0.1 88 4.5
Bon Homme 18 167 1.5 178 225 2,092 1.3 2,203 12.5
Brule 8 74 0.7 79 106 986 0.6 1,038 13.3
Buffalo 1 9 0.1 10 25 232 0.1 245 25.0
Butte 12 112 1.0 119 100 930 0.6 979 8.3
Campbell 10 93 0.8 99 128 1,190 0.7 1,253 12.8
Charles Mix 15 139 1.2 149 221 2,055 1.3 2,163 14.7
Clark 51 474 4.2 505 977 9,084 5.7 9,564 19.2
Clay 3 28 0.2 30 132 1,227 0.8 1,292 44.0
Corson 2 19 0.2 20 3 28 0.0 29 1.5
Custer 2 19 0.2 20 5 46 0.0 49 2.5
Day 99 920 8.2 981 1,498 13,928 8.7 14,665 15.1
Deuel 25 232 2.1 248 271 2,520 1.6 2,653 10.8
Dewey 2 19 0.2 20 7 65 0.0 69 3.5
Douglas 7 65 0.6 69 67 623 0.4 656 9.6
Edmunds 27 251 2.2 267 378 3,515 2.2 3,700 14.0
Fall River 21 195 1.7 208 242 2,250 1.4 2,369 11.5
Faulk 6 56 0.5 59 71 660 0.4 695 11.8
Grant 12 112 1.0 119 80 744 0.5 783 6.7
Gregory 0 0 0.0 0 0 0 0.0 0 0
Haakon 1 9 0.1 10 3 28 0.0 29 3.0
Hamlin 39 363 3.2 386 982 9,130 5.7 9,613 25.2
Hand 11 102 0.9 109 163 1,516 0.9 1,596 14.8
Hanson 16 149 1.3 158 123 1,144 0.7 1,204 7.7
Harding 3 28 0.2 30 55 511 0.3 538 18.3
Hughes 26 242 2.1 258 274 2,548 1.6 2,682 10.5
Hutchinson 7 65 0.6 69 133 1,237 0.8 1,302 19.0
Hyde 3 28 0.2 30 61 567 0.4 597 20.3
Jackson 2 19 0.2 20 5 46 0.0 49 2.5
Jerauld 7 65 0.6 69 44 409 0.3 431 6.3
Jones 3 28 0.2 30 35 325 0.2 343 11.7
Kingsbury 70 651 5.8 693 1,589 14,774 9.2 15,556 22.7
Lake 87 809 7.2 862 1,418 13,184 8.2 13,882 16.3
Lincoln 8 74 0.7 79 88 818 0.5 861 11.0
Lyman 5 46 0.4 50 37 344 0.2 362 7.4
McCook 50 465 4.1 495 772 7,178 4.5 7,558 15.4
McPherson 20 186 1.7 198 279 2,594 1.6 2,731 14.0
Marshall 37 344 3.1 366 540 5,021 3.1 5,286 14.6
Meade 4 37 0.3 40 9 84 0.1 88 2.3
Mellette 3 28 0.2 30 2 19 0.0 20 0.7
Miner 21 195 1.7 208 355 3,301 2.1 3,475 16.9
Moody 16 149 1.3 158 185 1,720 1.1 1,811 11.6
Perkins 7 65 0.6 69 22 205 0.1 215 3.1
Potter 9 84 0.7 89 184 1,711 1.1 1,801 20.4
Roberts 34 316 2.8 337 311 2,892 1.8 3,045 9.1
Sanborn 11 102 0.9 109 167 1,553 1.0 1,635 15.2
Spink 12 112 1.0 119 267 2,483 1.5 2,614 22.3
Stanley 9 84 0.7 89 64 595 0.4 627 7.1
Sully 15 139 1.2 149 161 1,497 0.9 1,576 10.7
Tripp 1 9 0.1 10 4 37 0.0 39 4.0
Turner 15 139 1.2 149 141 1,311 0.8 1,380 9.4
Union 10 93 0.8 99 105 976 0.6 1,028 10.5
Walworth 5 46 0.4 50 37 344 0.2 362 7.4
Ziebach 2 19 0.2 20 0 0 0.0 0 0.0
Shannon 1 9 0.1 10 4 37 0.0 39 4.0
Todd 0 0 0.0 0 0 0 0.0 0 0
Unk/Unreported 79 735 - - 914 8,498 - 11.6

TOTALS: 1,290 11,994 100% 11,994 18,196 169,183 100% 169,183 14.11
Last Revised: 2 June 2016

* Includes unknown county projection values by assuming unknown county values are distributed the same as reported county values.  Total values may be different due to rounding.

** Calculation uses "# projected" values without correction for unknown/unreported county values.  



Distribution by County

COUNTY 00A 00B 00X 00Y 11A 00B PERCENT

Minnehaha 1 2 0 0 0 0.1%

Pennington 0 2 0 0 0 0.1%

Brown 1 132 0 28 0 9.8%

Beadle 0 16 0 1 0 1.2%

Codington 0 32 0 33 0 2.4%

Brookings 0 21 1 0 0 1.6%

Yankton 30 0 0 0 0 0.0%

Davison 0 8 0 0 0 0.6%

Lawrence 0 2 0 0 0 0.1%

Aurora 0 15 0 0 0 1.1%

Bennett 0 0 0 1 4 0.0%

Bon Homme 69 0 0 0 0 0.0%

Brule 0 33 1 0 0 2.5%

Buffalo 0 0 0 0 0 0.0%

Butte 0 4 0 0 0 0.3%

Campbell 0 7 0 0 0 0.5%

Charles Mix 23 2 0 0 0 0.1%

Clark 0 99 0 49 0 7.4%

Clay 11 2 0 0 0 0.1%

Corson 0 0 0 0 0 0.0%

Custer 0 0 0 0 0 0.0%

Day 0 303 3 113 0 22.6%

Deuel 0 10 0 1 0 0.7%

Dewey 0 3 0 0 0 0.2%

Douglas 0 3 0 0 0 0.2%

Edmunds 0 60 0 0 0 4.5%

Fall River 0 0 0 0 0 0.0%

Faulk 0 15 0 0 0 1.1%

Grant 0 5 0 2 0 0.4%

Gregory 0 2 0 0 0 0.1%

Haakon 0 2 0 0 0 0.1%

Hamlin 0 18 0 11 0 1.3%

Hand 0 9 0 0 0 0.7%

Hanson 0 4 0 0 0 0.3%

Harding 0 1 0 0 0 0.1%

Hughes 0 17 18 0 0 1.3%

Hutchinson 0 6 0 0 0 0.4%

Hyde 0 1 0 0 0 0.1%

Jackson 0 0 0 0 0 0.0%

Jerauld 0 9 0 0 0 0.7%

Jones 0 1 0 0 0 0.1%

Kingsbury 0 59 0 0 0 4.4%

Lake 0 11 0 0 0 0.8%

Lincoln 0 0 0 0 0 0.0%

Lyman 0 4 7 0 0 0.3%

McCook 0 9 0 1 0 0.7%

McPherson 4 74 0 0 0 5.5%

Marshall 0 94 0 33 0 7.0%

Meade 0 0 0 0 0 0.0%

Mellette 0 0 0 0 0 0.0%

Miner 0 15 1 0 0 1.1%

Moody 0 2 0 0 0 0.1%

Perkins 0 3 0 0 0 0.2%

Potter 0 5 14 0 0 0.4%

Roberts 1 112 1 35 0 8.3%

Sanborn 0 5 0 0 0 0.4%

Spink 0 40 0 1 0 3.0%

Stanley 0 3 7 0 0 0.2%

Sully 0 4 24 0 0 0.3%

Tripp 1 3 0 0 0 0.2%

Turner 0 2 0 0 0 0.1%

Union 9 1 0 0 0 0.1%

Walworth 0 18 0 0 0 1.3%

Ziebach 0 0 0 0 0 0.0%

Oglala Lakota 0 1 0 0 0 0.1%

Todd 0 0 0 1 0 0.0%

Unk/Unreported 4 31 8 13 0 2.3%

TOTALS: 154 1,342 85 323 1,904 100.0%

Last updated: 2 June 2016

2015 Reported Nonresident Duck Hunting



 
 

 


