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Executive Summary

2016 Black Hills Mountain Lion Season:
Hunter Survey Results

HD-4-16.AMS
Cynthia L. Longmire, Ph.D.

South Dakota’s eleventh Black Hills mountain lion season lasted 97 days, harvesting a
total of 41 lions, 25 females and 16 males. Six lions were harvested inside Custer State
Park (CSP) and 35 lions within the Black Hills Fire Protection District outside CSP.

A total of 3,102 licenses were sold prior to the conclusion of the Black Hills mountain lion
season. 49% of licensed hunters reported spending some time hunting mountain lions.
Approximately 1.1% of licensed lion hunters and 2.3% of active lion hunters (licensed
hunters who spent some time hunting for mountain lions in the Black Hills season) were
successful in harvesting a mountain lion.

Hunters spent an average of 7.1 days hunting mountain lions. 3.22 mountain lions were
harvested per 1,000 man-days hunted.

On average, licensed hunters indicated they were slightly satisfied with the overall Black
Hills season. Hunters successful in harvesting a lion, on average, indicated they were
very satisfied.

A total of 57 access permits were issued for Custer State Park (CSP). 52% of permitted
hunters reported spending some time hunting mountain lions inside CSP (active
permitted hunters). Approximately 10.5% of permitted hunters and 20.7% of active
permitted hunters were successful in harvesting a mountain lion.

On average, hunters who successfully harvested a mountain lion in CSP indicate a
higher level of satisfaction with the CSP season structure compared with all CSP permit
holders.

On average, South Dakota mountain lion hunters want to see the mountain lion
population decrease a little over the next five years. The percentage of lion hunters who
want to see the mountain lion population in South Dakota decrease, however, has
dropped from 64% in 2013 to 44% in 2016. While the percentage of hunters wanting the
population to stay about the same has grown from 23% in 2013 to 36% in 2016, and
hunters wanting to see the population increase has gone from 9% in 2013 to 15% in
2016.
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Introduction

South Dakota has held a resident-only mountain lion season since 2005. The 2016
mountain lion season offered an unlimited number of licenses and included a limited access
season within Custer State Park (CSP). Residents were allowed one mountain lion license valid
for taking a single lion during the 2016 season. Inside the Black Hills Fire Protection District, the
season dates were set to run from December 26, 2015 to March 31, 2016, or until reaching the
maximum harvest limit, whichever occurred first. The maximum harvest limit was set at 60
mountain lions or 40 female mountain lions. On land located outside the Black Hills Fire
Protection District (statewide season), the 2016 mountain lion season was open year round.

Beginning in March of 2015 resident hunters were allowed to use hounds to pursue
mountain lions year-round on private land outside of the Black Hills Fire Protection District with
permission of the landowner or lessee. Except for specified hunting intervals in CSP that
allowed hunting with hounds, the use of hounds to hunt lions within the Black Hills Fire
Protection District is prohibited. The use of traps or bait to hunt mountain lions is prohibited in
South Dakota. Other restrictions include no taking of lions traveling together or spotted lions
(kittens); no releasing dogs on tracks indicating multiple lions traveling together; and a
mandatory check-in of harvested lions with 24 hours of the Kill. In addition, hunters using dogs in
CSP must attempt to harvest the first legal mountain lion they have reasonable opportunity to

harvest, except where the lion pursued shows obvious signs of lactation.



A limited number of free access permits to hunt mountain lions within CSP during
specified hunting intervals were issued through a random drawing. The interval structure in
2016 consisted of a total of 7 hunting intervals. Four of the intervals had 3 permits each and
allowed the use of hounds. The remaining 3 intervals had 15 permits each and did not allow the
use of hounds. Once an individual harvested a mountain lion or their designated hunting interval
passed, their CSP Access Permit expired. If the Black Hills mountain lion season closed prior to
the March 31 end date, mountain lion hunting within CSP also closed.

The 2016 Black Hills mountain lion season ran for the full 97 days and closed on March
31, 2016. A total of 41 lions were harvested, 25 of which were females. This report summarizes
results from the South Dakota Department of Game, Fish and Parks’ (GFP) 2016 Black Hills lion
hunter survey, including CSP hunters. Survey responses were collected in spring and early
summer and covered hunting participation, satisfaction with the hunting season structures, and
opinions regarding mountain lion populations. Information pertaining to mountain lion mortality
and mountain lion harvest locations can be found on GFP’s website, and subsequently will not

be covered in this report.

Methods

All licensed mountain lion hunters at the time of season closing (N=3,102) were
surveyed regarding their hunting experiences during the 2016 Black Hills mountain lion season,
including CSP (appendix A). Hunters with a valid email address in the 2016 GFP license
database (n = 2,786) were sent an email invitation to complete the lion hunter survey via the
internet using Qualtrics Insights Platform. The online survey non-respondents and hunters
without an email address were mailed a short questionnaire following the Tailored Design
Method (Dillman et al. 2014; Dillman 2007). All survey data was analyzed using IBM SPSS

Statistics 20 software package.



Results

A total of 2,138 responses were received. Adjusting for undeliverable addresses, the
total survey response rate was 69 percent response rate. There were no statistically significant
differences found across the variables measured between responses received online and by

mail.

Black Hills

Thirty-five mountain lions were harvested during the 2016 Black Hills season, excluding
lions harvest inside CSP. Success per licensed hunter (includes all hunters with a mountain lion
license regardless of participation in the hunting season) was 1.1 percent (table 1). A total of 49
percent (1,054 hunters) reported spending some time hunting for mountain lions within the
Black Hills Fire Protection District, not including CSP, during the 2016 Black Hills Season, for an
average of 7.1 days (table 2). The estimated hunter success for active lion hunters was 2.3
percent. Based on this reported participation rate, a total of 1,529 hunters were estimated to
have hunted mountain lions in the Black Hills during the 2016 season. Half of active lion
hunters® (51%) reported hunting 4 days or less. On average, hunters who were successful in
harvesting a mountain lion in the Black Hills reported hunting 4 days longer than unsuccessful

hunters (11 days versus 7 days).

Table 1: Estimated hunter success statistics for 2016 season (excludes CSP)
2016 Black Hills Success Statistics®

Per licensed hunter (35/3,102)*100=1.13%
Estimated number of active lion hunters 3,102*0.493=1,529

Estimated success per active lion hunter (35/1,529)*100 = 2.29%

A Estimated hunter success statistics are calculated using the known total
harvest of 35 lions (based on mandatory check-ins) and not the reported
number of 27 from survey respondents.

! Active lion hunters are defined as licensed lion hunters who spent some time hunting mountain lions in
the Black Hills Fire Protection District during the 2016 season.



Table 2: Reported number of days hunting mountain lions (excludes CSP)
2016 Black Hills Season®

Days Active Hunters Percent

1 104 10.0

2 159 15.3

3 160 15.4

4 110 10.6

5 105 10.1

6 51 4.9

7 52 5.0

8 25 2.4

9 6 0.6

10 95 9.1

11to 20 119 11.4

21to 30 38 3.6

31ormore 17 1.6

Total 1041* 100.0
G v

Hunters Mean SE 95% Cl

Active lion hunters 1,054 7.1 0.253 (6.6, 7.6)
Did not harvestalion 1,019 7.0 0.252 (6.5, 7.5)
Harvested alion 27 11.3 2.206 (6.8, 15.8)

2 Numbers in table are based on the reported figures. Not all hunters
returned a harvest card, and not all respondents answered every question
* 13 respondents who hunted during the season did not indicate number of
days hunted

Harvest Per Unit Effort — Harvest per unit effort (HPUE) is a method used to indirectly measure
changes in species’ population levels. Although numerous factors other than population density
may affect HPUE (e.g., snowfall, road density, harvest regulations, etc.), trends in the HPUE
may signify changes to a species’ population level. Whereas a decreasing HPUE is taken to
signal decreasing population levels, and an increasing HPUE as a sign of increasing population
levels (figure 1). In 2009, GFP began collecting, as part of its annual lion hunter survey, the
number of days hunted per lion hunter. This information is used in conjunction with the total
number of lions harvested to calculate a HPUE value. In 2016, the HPUE value was 3.22

mountain lions harvested per 1,000 man-days hunted (table 3). This is a 2 percent increase



from the 2015 value of 3.17 mountain lions harvested per 1,000 man-days hunted. Since GFP

started collecting data on number of days lion hunting, the HPUE in 2010 was the highest at

4.39. The 2016 HPUE is a 27 percent decrease from the 2010 value.

Mountain Lions Harvested
Per 1,000 Man-Days Hunted
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Figure 1: Harvest per unit effort for Black Hills seasons, 2009 to 2016 (excludes CSP)
* Error bars represent 95% confidence interval

Table 3: Harvest per unit effort for Black Hills seasons, 2009 to 2016

Year SL(;?]S(;E Lions Licenses Active Average Man-Days Harvest Per % Change from
(Dags) Harvested Hunters # Days Hunted 1,000 Man-Days Previous Yr
10,698 2.43
2009 45 26 2,428 1,646 6.5
(1,594, 1,698) (10,003,11,404)  (2.28,2.60)
1,468 9,100 4.40
2010 41 40 2,082 6.2 81%
(1,423,1,513) (8,535, 9,678) (4.13,4.69)
1,790 11,814 3.98
2011 52 47 2,325 6.6 -9%
(1,749, 1,831) (11,128,12,508)  (3.76,4.22)
2,646 18,787 3.67
2012 61 69 3,482 7.1 -8%
(2,591, 2,701) (17,831,19,749)  (3.49,3.87)
2,872 20,966 2.58
2013 96 54 4,351 7.3 -30%
(2,804, 2,940) (19,799, 22,143) (2.44,2.73)
1,861 12,841 3.43
2014 96 44 3,293 6.9 33%
(1,796, 1,925) (11,920,13,775)  (3.19, 3.69)
1,689 11,992 3.17
2015 96 38 3,210 7.1 -8%
(1,620, 1,758) (11,053, 12,953) (2.93,3.44)
2016 97 35 3,102 1,529 10,856 3.22 2%
(1,462, 1,596) (9,972, 11,759) (2.98,3.51)

* Numbers in parentheses represent 95% confidence intervals; calculations do not include lions harvested or days
hunted in CSP.



Custer State Park (CSP)

A total of 57 access permits were issued for mountain lion hunting in CSP: 45 permits for
boot hunters (3 intervals; 15 per interval) and 12 permits for hunters using hounds (4 intervals; 3
per interval). All 57 hunters who received a CSP access permit were surveyed regarding their
hunting experiences inside the state park. A total of 47 access permit holders responded to the
survey accounting for 82 percent of the permit holders. Half of CSP permitted lion hunters (52%)
spent some time hunting mountain lions in CSP during the 2016 season (table 4). Based on this
reported rate of participation, a total of 30 hunters were estimated to have actively hunted lions
in CSP during the 2016 season. Thirty-six percent of boot hunters and 100 percent of hunters
using hounds reported participating in the CSP season, making an estimated total of 16 boot
hunters and 12 hunters using hounds. Boot hunters reported spending an average of 4.1 days
and hunters using hounds averaged 7.2 days hunting mountain lions in CSP (table 5). Half of
active lion hunters hunted 5 days or less during the 2016 season. On average, CSP hunters
who were successful in harvesting a mountain lion reported spending 5.5 days hunting lions.
Table 6 shows the breakdown of mean days spent hunting lions in CSP by hunting intervals

Six mountain lions were harvested inside CSP during the 2016 season. Success per
permitted hunter (includes all hunters with access permits regardless of participation) was 10.5
percent. The estimated hunter success for active CSP lion hunters (includes hunters with
hounds) was 24 percent (table 7). Hunters using hounds within CSP were more successful than

boot hunters. All six lions were harvested by hunters using hounds (50% success rate).

Table 4: CSP mountain lion season reported participation by permit period
Hunting Interval

_2016 Dec. 26 Jan 9 Jan 23 Feb 6 Feb 20 Mar5s Mar 19
CSP Lion Season a a a . TOTAL
Jan 8 Jan 22 Feb 5 Feb19 Mar4 Mar18 Mar31
Participated 3(100%) 5(42%) 3(100%) 5(42%) 3(100%) 3(25%) 3(100%) 25 (52%)
Did Not Participate — 7 (52%) — 7 (58%) — 9 (75%) — 23 (48%)

a. Hunting with hounds allowed



Table 5: Reported number of days lion hunted in CSP
2016 Custer State Park Season

Days Active Hunters Percent

1 2 8.0

2 4 16.0

3 2 8.0

4 4 16.0

5 1 4.0

6 3 12.0

7 1 4.0

8 3 12.0

9 — —

10 3 12.0

11 1 4.0

12 1 4.0

Total 25 100.0
e 7 7
Hunters Mean SE  95%ClI

Active lion hunters 25 5.6 0.666 (4.3,6.9)
Did not harvest alion 19 5.6 0.800 (3.9,7.3)
Harvested a lion® 6 5.5 — -
Boot hunters 13 4.1 0.804 (2.3,5.8)
Hunters using hounds” 12 6.9 — —

"means are population values: all successful hunters and
hunters using hounds reported days hunted

Table 6: Reported mean days hunted by CSP permit period

Mean Days Hunted

.2016 Dec. 26 Jan9 Jan 23 Feb 6 Feb 20 Mar5 Mar 19
CSP Lion Season TOTAL
Jang8® Jan22 Feb5 Feb19 Mar4 Mar18 Mar31°
N 3 5 3 5 3 3 3 25
Mean 8.0 2.6 5.7 6.2 7.0 3.0 8.0 5.6
SE — 0.400 — 1.655 — 1.000 — 0.666
95% Cl — (1.5,3.7) — (16,108 — (1.0,7.3) — (4.2,7.0)

a. Use of hounds allowed; calculated means are population values as all permitted hunters reported days hunted

Table 7: Hunter success statistics for 2016 CSP mountain lion season
2016 Custer State Park Success Statistics

Estimated success per permitted hunter

(6/57)*100 = 10.5%

Estimated number of active permitted hunters 57*0.521=30
Estimated success per active permitted hunter (6/30)*100 = 20%
Estimated number of boot hunters 45*0.361=16
Estimated success per active boot hunter (0/16)*100 =0.0%
Number of active hunters using dogs 12*1.0=12

Success per active hunter using dogs

(6/12)*100 = 50%




Satisfaction & Preferences

All licensed mountain lion hunters were asked to indicate how satisfied or dissatisfied
they were with the 2016 Black Hills mountain lion season. In addition, all lion hunters holding a
CSP access permit were asked their level of satisfaction with the structure of the 2016 CSP
season. Respondents’ satisfaction was measured using a seven-point Likert scale.?
Approximately 12 percent of all licensed lion hunters indicated they were dissatisfied with the
2016 Black Hills mountain lion season; nearly 54 percent were neither dissatisfied nor satisfied,
and 35 percent were satisfied with it (figure 2). Overall, hunters who successfully harvested a
mountain lion (excluding CSP) were more satisfied with the season than Black Hills lion hunters
who did not harvest a lion. Fifteen percent of successful Black Hills hunters were neither
dissatisfied nor satisfied while 18 percent were slightly or moderately satisfied and the
remaining 67 percent were very satisfied. On average, all licensed hunters, as well as active lion

hunters were slightly satisfied, and successful hunters were very satisfied (table 8).

EAll Licensed W Active Lion W Harvested
Lion Hunters Hunters a Lion

100.0
90.0
80.0
70.0
60.0
50.0
40.0
30.0
20.0
10.0

0.0

Percent

Very Moderately  Slightly Neutral Slightly ~ Moderately Very
Dissatisfied Dissatisfied Dissatisfied Satisfied Satisfied Satisfied

Level of Satisfaction

Figure 2: Hunter satisfaction with the 2016 Black Hills lion season
* Error bars represent 95% confidence interval

% Scale: 1 Very Dissatisfied; 2 Moderately Dissatisfied; 3 Slightly Dissatisfied; 4 Neutral; 5 Slightly
Satisfied; 6 Moderately Satisfied; 7 Very Satisfied



Table 8: Hunter mean satisfaction with 2016 Black Hills lion season
2016 Black Hills Mountain Lion Season

All Licensed Active Lion Harvested
Lion Hunters Hunters alion
N 2,057 1,051 27
Mean 4.54 4.75 6.33
SE 0.032 0.048 0.214
95% ClI (4.48,4.60) (4.66,4.84) (5.89, 6.77)

Sixty-two percent of hunters with a CSP access permit were satisfied with the structure
of the 2016 CSP mountain lion season; almost one-third (31%) were neither dissatisfied nor
satisfied, and 7 percent were dissatisfied with the season (table 9). Successful CSP hunters

indicated they were satisfied with the 2016 season.

Table 9: Hunter satisfaction with 2016 CSP lion season
2015 Custer State Park Hunter Satisfaction

permitHolders _ tumers_ aion _Honters _using Dogs
Very Dissatisfi.ed -y 4f 4i : : Qi
Sghty isatfed 22 _ - - -
SNI(iaguI:Ia\: Satisfied 3;; ii : 13;1 :
oSanetod e g gy o g
95% Cl (4.95,2:.593) (5.4%,2:53.563) (6.2%,2;).?)0) (5.3%,32%5) (4.9?,53.00)

Finally, all licensed mountain lion hunters were asked to indicate the direction they would

prefer to see the mountain lion population in South Dakota go over the next five years. Hunters’

9



preferences were measured using a five-point Likert scale.? In addition, hunters were provided
the opportunity to indicate they were unsure, if applicable. On average, South Dakota mountain
lion hunters want to see the mountain lion population decrease a little over the next five years
(figure 3). Forty-four percent of licensed mountain lion hunters would like to see the population
decrease, 36 percent want the population to stay about the same, and 15 percent want to see it

increase. 5 percent of licensed lion hunters indicated they were unsure.

133 1 Mean*: 2.49 (2.44,2.54) N:1980
80 :_
70 :_
£ 60 +
e 50 +
& 40 | 36
30+ 24 20
20 + 12
o N m
0 : T T T T — T -_\
Decrease A Decrease A Stay About Increase A Increase A Not Sure
Lot Little the Same Little Lot
Preference for Mountain Lion Populations

Figure 3: Mountain lion hunters' preferences for lion populations

A Scale: 1 Decrease a lot; 2 Decrease a little; 3 Stay about the same; 4 Increase a little; 5
Increase a lot (95% confidence interval); Not sure excluded from mean calculation

* Error bars represent 95% confidence interval

Trend Data

South Dakota has had an annual mountain lion season in the Black Hills since 2005. As
part of the evaluation of this hunting season, hunter surveys have been administered to all
licensed mountain lion hunters at the close of each season. There was no mountain lion season
during 2008; therefore survey data is available for 11 of the last 12 years. Many of the questions

have remained consistent across all 11 years, while others have been included occasionally

® Scale: 1 Decrease a lot; 2 Decrease a little; 3 Stay about the same; 4 Increase a little; and 5 Increase a
lot
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across the years. The following figures illustrate trends seen in hunters’ participation, success,

overall satisfaction, and population preferences for mountain lions in South Dakota.

Historically, the majority of licensed mountain lion hunters have participated in lion

hunting during each of the Black Hills mountain lion seasons, ranging from a low of 53 percent

in 2015 to a high of 77 percent in 2011. In 2016, however, participation dipped just below half of

licensed hunters with 49 percent, marking 2016 as having the lowest participation rate. 2010

showed the lowest license sales with 2,082 licenses, and 2013 had the highest number of
licenses sold (4,351). License sales in 2016 were slightly lower than in 2015 (3,102 and 3,210
respectively); however the 2016 sales are a 49 percent increase over the 2010 license sales.

The lower participation coupled with the relatively high licenses may be explained to some

extent by hunters purchasing licenses for use in the year-round season outside of the Black

Hills Protection District.

—4— Participation Licenses Sold

(percent) (number)
100 -
90 -

80 -

70 - ./-.'
60 - o

50 -
40
30 -
20 ~
10 4

Percent

2005 2006 2007 2008* 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Black Hills Mountain Lion Season

*There was no mountain lion hunting season in 2008

5000
4500
4000
3500
3000
2500
2000
1500
1000
500

Number of Licenses Sold

Figure 4: Black Hills mountain lion season participation and license sales, 2005-2016
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Starting in 2009 survey data was collected on the number of days hunters spent hunting
mountain lions during the Black Hills season. The average number of days has remained
relatively consistent ranging from 6.2 to 7.3 days (figure 5). Hunters who successfully harvested
a mountain lion have consistently spent more days, on average, hunting lions during the season

than unsuccessful hunters.

—e— All Licensed Hunters «««d.+ Successful Hunters
- === Jnsuccessful Hunters
200 +
18.0 +
g 16.0 + =)
- 0 b
és 14.0 T
.|
= 12.0 T o
&8 100+
ag 47T eeceeees |
£3 80+ o
22 ] e— A e p—f
= 6.0 +
40 +
20 +
00 T T T T T T T 1
2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Black Hills Mountain Lion Season

Figure 5: Mean days spent hunting mountain lions during Black Hills season, 2009-2016

On average, hunters’ overall satisfaction with the Black Hills mountain lion season has
remained fairly consistent over the past 12 years (figure 6). The average satisfaction level for all
licensed hunters has been slightly satisfied. Hunters who were successful in harvesting a
mountain lion have consistently been more satisfied than unsuccessful hunters, with satisfaction
ranging from moderately to very satisfied.

Starting in 2013, all lion hunters were asked to indicate their preference for the direction

South Dakota’s mountain lion population goes over the next five years (figure 7). Over the past

12



four years the percentage of lion hunters who want to see the mountain lion population in Sou
Dakota decrease has dropped from 64 percent in 2013 to 44 percent in 2016. While the
percentage of hunters wanting the population to stay about the same has grown from 23
percent in 2013 to 36 percent in 2016 and hunters wanting to see the population increase has

gone from 9 percent in 2013 to 15 percent in 2016.

=——#— All Licensed Hunters  «++3++ Successful Hunters = === Unsuccessful Hunters

Very Satisfied - D""D-_

Neutral T T T T T T T T T T T 1
2005 2006 2007 2008* 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Mean Satisfication

Black Hills Mountain Lion Season

*There was no mountain lion hunting season in 2008

Very Dissatisfied

Figure 6: Hunter satisfaction with the Black Hills mountain lion season, 2005-2016
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0 ] | ] % 2] 1 1] ]
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A Lot Alittle  The Same A Little A Lot

Perference for Mountain Lion Populations

Figure 7: Lion hunters' preference for mountain lion populations over the next 5
years
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Comments

Many of the respondents to the Black Hills mountain lion hunter survey provided
additional comments with their completed questionnaires. These comments provide a qualitative
description of hunters’ opinions related to mountain lion management and concerns. These
comments did not have to be specific to any question asked on the survey, but rather hunters

were free to provide additional comments at the end. Comments are included in appendix B.
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Appendix A
Survey Instrument (format adjusted)
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Department of Game, Fish and Parks
Foss Building

523 East Capitol

Pierre, South Dakota 57501-3182

Survey ID:

Date

Our records indicate you purchased a South Dakota mountain lion hunting license for 2016, and received
a Custer State Park mountain lion hunting access permit. The 2016 season within the Black Hills Fire
Protection District and Custer State Park closed March 31%. The purpose of this survey is to collect
information about your hunting experiences and general opinions about mountain lion management in
South Dakota. This information is collected every year as an evaluation of the mountain lion season from
the hunters’ perspectives. The information you provide is important in making future decisions about the
Black Hills and Custer State Park mountain lion seasons.

Please take a few minutes to answer this short survey and return it using the pre-paid envelope provided.
The ID number on your survey is used to identify hunters who have responded so we can check your
name off the mailing list when you return your survey.

Please answer your survey even if you did not hunt during this season. We would like everyone selected
to participate, even if you did not hunt during this season because your responses will represent that
segment of licensed mountain lion hunters.

Thank you for your participation!

Cynthia L. Longmire

SD Game, Fish, & Parks
Human Dimensions Specialist
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2016 Black Hills and Custer State Park
Mountain Lion Hunter Survey

This survey only pertains to the 2016 lion hunting season within the Black Hills Fire Protection District and
Custer State Park (December 26 to March 31).

Qla. Did you spend any time hunting for mountain lions within the Black Hills Fire Protection District,
excluding Custer State Park, during the 2016 Black Hills lion season?

o Yes, how many days did you hunt for mountain lions? Days

o No => If NO, please skip to Q2a.

Q1b. Did you harvest a mountain lion in the Black Hills, not including Custer State Park, during the
2016 lion season?

o No

oYes

Q2a. Did you spend any time hunting for mountain lions in Custer State Park during the 2016 season?

o Yes, how many days did you hunt for mountain lions? Days

o No => If NO, please skip to Q3.

Q2b. Did you use hounds while hunting mountain lions in Custer State Park during the 2016 lion
season?

o No

oYes

Q2c. Did you harvest a mountain lion in Custer State Park during the 2016 lion season?
o No

oYes

Q3. Overall, how satisfied or dissatisfied were you with the Black Hills mountain lion season, excluding
Custer State Park, as conducted in 2016?
Please circle only one response.

Very Moderately Slightly Slightly Moderately Very
Dissatisfied Dissatisfied Dissatisfied Neutral Satisfied Satisfied Satisfied
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
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Q4. How satisfied or dissatisfied were you with the structure of the Custer State Park mountain lion
season as conducted in 20167 Please circle only one response.

Very Moderately Slightly Slightly Moderately Very
Dissatisfied  Dissatisfied Dissatisfied Neutral Satisfied Satisfied Satisfied
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Q5. Over the next five years, would you prefer to see the mountain lion population in South Dakota...
Please circle only one.

Decrease Decrease Stay About Increase Increase Not
A Lot A Little The Same A Little A Lot Sure
1 2 3 4 5 6

Thank You!

Thank you very much for your valuable time completing this survey.

If you have comments you would like to share with us, please use the space below. These comments will
be put into a report and given to the Game, Fish, & Parks Commissioners, wildlife managers and
administrators, and made available to the public. Electronic comments may also be sent to
SDGFPINFO@state.sd.us.

The South Dakota Department of Game, Fish, and Parks reserves the right, but not the obligation, to remove at its discretion any
language which discloses personally identifiable information about yourself or any other individual, as well as language which is
obscene, profane, offensive, malicious, discriminatory, defamatory or otherwise unlawful.


mailto:SDGFPINFO@state.sd.us

Appendix B
Additional Comments

The views expressed in survey comments are the views of the commenting respondent(s) and
do not necessarily reflect the views or policies of the South Dakota Department of Game, Fish
and Parks or the author(s) of this report. Neither the South Dakota Department of Game, Fish
and Parks nor the author(s) guarantee the accuracy, completeness, or reliability of any opinion
or view expressed in respondents’ comments. The South Dakota Department of Game, Fish
and Parks reserves the right, but not obligation, to remove at its discretion any language which
discloses personally identifiable information about respondents or any other individual, as well
as language which is obscene, profane, offensive, malicious, discriminatory, defamatory or
otherwise unlawful.

* Note — Respondents’ comments did not have to be specific to any question asked on the
survey but rather they were free to provide additional comments at the end. Text which appears
inside brackets [ ] has been added to clarify respondents’ reference to specific survey questions,
identify parts of comments which were illegible, or in some cases to indicate where personally
identifying information or expletives has been omitted.

104 | was not able to hunt this year, due to personal reasons. Hoping to get out in the woods
in the future.

108 | like how the hound season was extended an extra week in Custer State Park.

109 As a hunter who experienced using hounds for the first time, | will say there is no such
thing as a slam dunk when it comes to using hounds on cats. The availability of snow is
by far the biggest predictor of being successful. That being said, | think that Custer State
Park should be open for hound seasons only. The boot hunters already have the entire
black hills to themselves, why not give the hounds men the same opportunity?

111  I'd like to see some type of Mt. Lion season that allows use of dogs outside of Custer
State Park ,yet within the Black Hills, even if involves an extra fee.

112  Are Game and Fish biologists studying the effect of the proportionately huge amount of
males taken under dogs in CSP compared to the rest of the counties?

115 Need to quit killing females and kittens. And follow through with punishment for people
who are killing kittens.

116 1 would like GFP to allow nonresident mountain lion hunting with the exception of State
Parks. Would like to see more public land opened to hound hunting (exp. Custer national
Forest- fort Meade -all grass lands). The CSP season was a great experience and park
employees were great to work with

117  Would like to see use of hounds in black hills outside of Custer state park

120 Lack of snow was a major factor in my hunting time both inside and outside Custer State
Park this season.
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123

126

131

132

133

136

141

142

| believe there is still a viable population of mountain lions in the Black Hills. The
SDGF&P has recently done a good job keeping this population in check. This was not
the case a few years ago. Wildlife populations are finally starting to recover from the
predation. Increased game populations mean more opportunity for hunters of all ages. It
is also better economics for the SDGF&P and the State of South Dakota, because
revenues increase by having more licenses to sell and more hunters in the field
spending money. My CSP hunt was enjoyable, but with no snow and temperatures some
days in the 60's and one day in the 70's it was not good hunting conditions. | think late
February snowfalls and early March snowfalls in the central and southern hills would
have increased the number of lions taken by 10-12 in the Black Hills. The majority of the
lions taken were in Lawrence and Pennington counties where snow was more prevalent
during the season. When snow was available, | had no trouble finding tracks, but in most
cases they were over 24 hours old or two sets of tracks together. | found two old lion
deer Kills in the Park and two old lion deer Kills in the Black Hills hunt. In summary, |
would encourage you to maintain your diligence in controlling the mountain lion
population. It is a difficult path with the opposition from the anti-hunting people, but a
necessary tool to regulate the mountain lion population. We are their only predator, short
of their own cannibalism of their young by males or male on male encounters. One of
your most valuable resources is input from the hunters in the field not the dissidents’
opinion who never leave the city. Listen to the "boots on the ground" and continue your
good work! Thanks for giving me this opportunity to voice my opinion!!

It was the best hunt of my life!

For the Custer State Park hound seasons. It would be nice to have more roads to drive
on other than the numbered roads. Also consider removing the boot hunting and replace
it with more hound hunting. If you look at the hounds vs boot hunting in the park. The
hounds are way more effective. For the Hills hunting, think about adding hound hunting.
There is no difference between letting the guys hunt bobcats with hounds vs not hunting
lions with hounds

had a lot of fun but never seen a legal cat one spotted kitten and one after shooting time
thank you hope to do it more

Lion hunting is all about snow conditions. The lions are there if you have the time when
the snow is good. | actually thought | was putting in for a dog tag in the park. When | saw
what it was | never used it, because | figured with dogs chasing those lions, it doesn't
make sense to go in there and call or track. Besides it’s too far to drive to do the same
thing | can do near my house. | think the website was confusing.

I think that there are so many roads closed in the Hills it makes it harder to get to the
lions. They learn where they are safer.

I don't like that the first season in CSP was set for dogs this year. In the past it was
always a boot hunt first.

| did not personally hunt the Custer state park access permit because the dates on my
access permit said only February6-9 so | thought it was only three days. | did however
try to help a friend with the hound season and I think that's a great way to manage
numbers as well as maturity of the animal. It's great to see steps in the directions they
are going as far as hound hunting for residents.
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144

148

150

151

152

156

159

171

172

180

181

185

Lack of adequate tracking snow did inhibit cougar hunting in the southern BH...obviously
not the fault of anyone, but a complicating factor. | do appreciate how SDGFP structures
and conducts the hunt. It may be controversial in some quarters, but it allows for "fair
chase" of a worthy big game predator. Many Thanks.

I would like to see the hunting outside of Custer park limited to hunting without dogs like
it is now, | believe the use of dogs in other parts of the hills would be detrimental to the
guality of the hunt of those not using dogs.

I would like some consideration given to a "training" season on mountain lions in the
Black Hills. Much of the complaining GF&P hears from the public is due to incidental
contact with mountain lions, a running season will make them more cautious to approach
humans. Treed cats can be left to go about their business unharmed. Many other states
have these non-harvest seasons for bear and/or lion and have done so for many years
successfully. Also as a houndsman | appreciate the opportunity to hunt lions with hounds
in SD, however a training season would definitely make it more practical. It's hard to truly
make a proficient lion hound within the confines of the current Custer State Park hound
season. Thanks for your consideration.

| was satisfied for the most part with the exception of no snow and the weather being too
warm | think GFP is doing a good job managing the lion population the lions now are
much smarter than when | got my first license which was when it first opened for hunting
so through the years it takes a lot of hard work to get a big cat | don’t think there are
fewer lions just smarter keep up the good work

Thank you for the opportunity to hunt in Custer State Park. Although | did not harvest a
mountain lion, my experience was a hunt to remember.

I would like to see the hound hunting in CSP at the middle or end of the season instead
of at the beginning of the season.

No Dogs

had four lions on camera and son missed one, but not as many as in years past.

There is still a lot of cats. The weather this year made hunting them difficult.

It would be very helpful to know what impact the lions have had on big game numbers
from the time period 10 years prior to the beginning of lion season to date. Do you have
yearly numbers on elk, deer, Mt. goat, and big horns through that time frame?

You should think about having a hound season early like Sept Oct in the northwest in the
areas that are completely covered in deep snow in the normal lion season, and also a
hound season in the elk mountain area.

Thanks for conducting a great season. | am completely satisfied with how the last couple
seasons have been conducted. | am happy with keeping the boot hunting as it is and

allowing dogs in the park and outside the black hills fire protection district. Please do not
allow hunting with dogs in the black hills fire protection district.
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189

208

212
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240
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248

257

261

262

266

294

312

331

357

361

377

The lion population appears to be to at a level supported by the hills without decimation
of the deer and elk herds. Though I did not find the time to get out and hunt cats this
season, the information that | heard from friends who did, there still seems to be plenty
of lions around the hills. You guys have done a good job to get all three populations back
in good shape in the Black Hills. Thanks!

Thanks.

| planned to get out more, time and weather just didn't allow for it.

| did some calling in the Slim Buttes hoping to find a Cat.

If we could use dogs to track the lions you would get the quota filled. You would be able
to judge the size before you shot it. No young ones would be taken. | have seen pictures
of three 120 Ibs. males together. Picture of six together down by Custer.

| am satisfied with the way season is. Maybe extend season a bit longer with winters
such as this one. Continue to keep dogs out of the Black Hills. Waiting for 2017 season.

You asked how satisfied | was with the season. My question is how satisfied was the
GFP with the season and with the harvest? | am interested to know how many licenses
were sold and how many hunters actually spent time hunting.

| was not able to get out for the hunt. | do think we could reduce the number of lions in
the hill and surrounding area.

lack of snow was a problem in the southern hills there were lions but hard to find with no
snow

Too many females are being killed. Maybe it's time to start using dogs.

I normally hunt a lot more but didn't get a chance this year.

There needs to be some additional hound hunting outside CSP but within the fire district.
The CSP licenses also need to be limited to houndsmen only

Seeing more wolves in area.

| was just too busy with work to hunt but did get some trail camera pictures of 3 different
lions.

The elk population is too low yet you add a lot of cow tags Why??? That makes no
sense to kill more cows that could give birth to help increase the population!!!

I think the numbers are down so it it harder to get one and no snow does not help

Please be more specific about where to hunt and where not to in the black hills. Also,
helpful hints on where to hunt and best tactics.

Hunted in the same spot for several years and have seen good sign. This year we did
not see one track or other sign. Still very enjoyable just getting out.
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394

398

401

405

423

439

444
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463

470

more snow would have made a lot of difference, can’t control Mother Nature

Need to open roads during this season or change the dates to where you can harvest
during deer season!!

One sighting of a female with 2 young lions while elk hunting.

Just wanted to comment again on how the lion population in South Dakota is not
managed properly while other states meet there management goals by allowing the use
of hounds we for some reason are not allowed to which results in a low harvest and a
large number of females and kittens taken from our population every year with proper
management practices the population could be stabilized ensuring a healthy population
for the future until then we will continue to see dissatisfying results

I bought a license only because | was forced to since | wanted to apply for a Custer
State Park access permit w dogs! | didn't want to hunt except for the park so never used
the tag when denied the permit!

Please allow the use of dogs throughout the BHFPD.

Thought you might be interested in knowing that in 2015 | had three separate mountain
lion sightings up Hot Brook Canyon, Fall River, Hot Springs, SD. Two sightings were a
mature adult (possibly a female) and one an adolescent. My wife and son had one
sighting of an adult cat as well. None so far in 2016.

| believe the quota overall is too high.
Use of dogs in hills.

elk, deer, goat, and turkey are the prize of the Black Hills. It is absolutely crazy to use
the Mt. Lion as part of a management tool for Elk, Deer and Turkey. Eradicate the entire
Mt. Lion population in Black Hills. Let Wyoming, Colorado, and Montana have the Mt.
Lion Hunting and population.

I think hunters could be more successful and more lions could be harvested if more
specific information was provided about the season's harvests. For example, if the
harvest information noted county and nearest access road, hunters would not duplicate
efforts. Also, | hear many rumors that hunters are baiting lions with deer carcasses and
that many believe calling alone is futile.

The only reason | applied for a tag was for a chance at hunting with dogs within Custer
state park. | thought it was ridiculous that | have to buy one tag to apply for another. It
should be apply for a dog permit and if successful purchase the state wide tag. | feel this
is just another way for the state to suck $$ out of applicants. | also feel dogs should be
allowed within the hills. They are allowed state wide, without issues, but what is the
difference within the hills? Crossing private land can’t be an argument as it isn't outside
of the fire district.

Don't like the fact you have to purchase a license to apply for the Custer Hunt with dogs.
Also if you ask questions about populations it would be nice to know what the current
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479

487
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513

527

534

548

555

556

562

564
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569

estimates are for the hills. Maybe include the numbers/estimates in the question. A
population at or slightly under carrying capacity is fine with me.

we need to be able to use dogs, at least in the last month of the season
I would like to see an early archery season.

Do you publish the animal harvested by trappers or cats that are a nuisance? | have
heard it's in the hundreds. If that's the case, why doesn't the state allow hunters to use
dogs? The success rate would be higher and the hunter has a choice whether or not to
harvest a particular animal.

saw plenty of sign for lions and have lions coming thru my yard in the hills so there are
still plenty of lions out there

lions and wolves should be "kill on sight"

| did not get to hunt again. As a sportsman | am excited about the opportunity to be able
to hunt mountain lions but concerned about the potential harm they cause to game
animals.

It's too much money when all | want is a chance to hunt the Park with dogs.

I hunted two times; saw tracks both times even though snow conditions were poor. The
cats are out there, hard to find.

| still think there are a lot of lions in the hills even though the quota was not met. People
like me buy a tag just in case yet never get out hunting. | liked it when you could hunt
during deer season.

Lion numbers are definitely considerably lower than they were when | moved here in
2009. Overall | consider that to be a good thing. However, | do not want to see them
eradicated because | feel it would open the door for wolves even further than it already
is. Also, | would like to see hunting with dogs completely eliminated. It makes it too hard
for the average guy like me to compete for the available lions. | also feel that hounds
take the sport out of it and turn the season from a hunt into a harvest. Lastly | would like
to see the permitting system for guides become much more expensive. | feel that guides
should have to qualify for (via training), and pay for a special guide license. | think this
license should cost several thousand dollars. It is not fair for hunting guides to make
profits off of our public resources. Do not open lion season to non-resident hunters.

I would like to see the use of dogs be legal for mountain lion hunting in the Black Hills for
all hunters, not just for a limited few in Custer State Park.

| want to hunt lions in CSP with dogs, so you force me to purchase a tag every year in
order to apply.

No Dog season

I think it was a bad year due to the mild winter and little so to track. Also the snows were
untimely for when | had time to hunt
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579

580

582

594
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610

| like the way you run the Mt. Lion season. | shot one in Jan 2015, by calling it in. That
was my 4th year trying, and it was WELL worth the wait. If there's ever any thought to
opening more areas to hunting with dogs...I strongly oppose that. | think this is an
incredible opportunity for guys like me to stalk or call in a Mt. Lion. If the Black Hills were
to be open to hunting with dogs, | don't think hunters like me could compete. I'd have to
raise/train dogs, or hire an outfitter, and | wouldn't want either. If it comes to needing
more of them harvested, I'd rather see it open to a limited number of out of state hunters,
under the same terms we have now. That's my 2 cents. My scheduling didn't work out
this year, but I'll most certainly be trying for another one next year. Keep up the good
work! Thanks!

| did not actively hunt this year. | purchased the license just in case a lion entered my
property without my permission.

Keep the dogs limited to CSP only please. It would be nice to see the roads kept open
until the lion season is complete...closing everything up in January severely limits the
success of late season hunting on "public" lands.

Would be very interested if we were able to use dogs for hunting mountain lions in the
fire district.

Poor weather conditions for good tracking made for a season which probably did not kill
a representative number of lions for their distribution.

Saw 4. Cut 14 tracks in three days never got more than 10 miles from Custer. It's out of
control how thick you are allowing the mountain lions to get. If there was more days
snow the quota would have filled dead easy. Open the season November first and gave
us more chances to hunt with snow and you'll see.

The lack of snow was the primary reason that | only hunted 3 days. Those days hunting
were in an area where a lion was killing family pets. This lion has killed 3 or 4 pets that |
know of and is very unafraid of humans. SD GF&P has been made aware of this
situation and has done nothing about it. This problem lion is in the area of Hwy 40 and
Ponderosa St. Will the SD GF&P be allowing the use of dogs in the Black Hills Fire
Protection Area next season?

| spend a lot of time in the hills and there are way more cats in the black hills then 250.
500 is a better estimate | hunted 58 days and saw lots of tracks and several cats.
Spearfish Canyon is loaded with cats tough hunting though

Roads blocked (Federal locked gates ) in Hills front range. No place to hunt save for
heavy run trails to towns. Won't be buying another tag next year. Just not worth the
trouble. Save my money and try for elk or extra deer tag.

| got to be on part of the hound hunts in Custer state park. | really think it is a great thing
and think it would be great to give out a few more tags. | do think you would need more
area to hunt is the problem. Seems as if we were out at 3 am we would still run into
other hunters. | don't like the fact that you basically have to cut a hunter off even if they
are running a track. The guys that seem to run a lot of the lions that live out there have
way too big of heads on them. Nice guys yes but give someone else the chance to big
their dogs in there. Only problem | have with it is they act like it's a competition. I'm doing
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643

647

658

666

678

683

699

it for my hounds. | do know the people personally but acting cocky to new hunters in the
park where we don't know the area is wrong. I'm from east river and stay pretty free in
winter to hunt. Fresh snow | would be on my way every chance. Just think we need to
change a few things and Make It so we can hunt hills. Thanks

spent almost 70 days hunting lions this year could have shot several female cats was
looking for big tom. Almost every day | seen tracks or other signs of cats in the area |
was hunting. | think the hunting season should be open year round in the black hills fire
protection area until you see an increase in deer and elk numbers. There is way more
cats in the black hills then 250. Hunters don't have access to the higher hills because of
roads being closed so most hunters are hunting foothills and that's why there are so
many young cats harvested ever year. The older lions are up high. Need to open timber
wolf season up before they take over. Seen wolf tracks every lion season and seen 2
wolves this year.

Only reason I'm dissatisfied is that I've never harvested one. Or seen one in the wild.
This was my 6th year hunting them. Just rotten luck | guess

The use of dogs would prevent small lions from being killed.

| like the season the way it is. It is good for the hound hunters to have a chance in CSP
and the boot hunters have the rest to hunt so we can be respectful of private property
boundaries. The conditions were not great this year, but we did get there a few
weekends to hunt with some snow. Saw 2 adult cats in that time.

| personally didn't have the time to get out and hunt lions this year. Consider opening the
season earlier.

Not enough snow

| believe control of lion populations is critical to the overall health of our wildlife
populations and the safety of hikers. | have hunted lions in other states and in Canada
with dogs and | believe this is one of the best methods for controlling lion numbers

No changes should be made to the lion season.

| would like to see the use of hounds in the Black Hills

| feel the low harvest numbers were maostly due to lack of fresh snow on weekends. |
experienced few weekends when | could hunt with fresh snow making it difficult to

determine fresh from old tracks.

Need to have a dog season in the Black Hills. Conservation Officers not wanting to deal
with landowner complaints is not a legitimate reason for the lack of a dog season.

Open a trapping season on lions, make it where a guy can pick to either hunt or trap
them. | won't buy another tag until there is an option for trapping. For a guy with limited
time to hunt as much as needed for a lion, it's virtually impossible to get in under the
current rules.
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I have cameras out year round; | know there are 12+ lions in my hunting area as | have
seen at least that many pass by on a weekly-10 day basis...there’s more than the state
knows.

It would be nice to see the roads be left accessible, particularly when there is not much
show. It seemed like a lot of trails were closed to wheeled vehicles. | like the season as
is with only limited use of dogs.

The lack of snow made Lion hunting very hard this year. There are still a lot of lions
roaming the Hills. The Fish and Game has made an effort to reduce the lion numbers. In
my mind, there are still many areas where the Deer and Elk have taken a "hit" because
of the number of Lions. Toward the end of the season, there were several inches of
fresh snow near Nemo. My friend found a fresh Lion track, and followed it. He came to
an area that had very heavy tree cover. He saw 5 lions together. Because of the law, he
could not shoot at any of them. The track he was following was a very large single track.
This single Lion apparently joined up with the others. Quite a sight!

GFP does a great job and | appreciate the opportunity to have this season available for
users.

| just didn't have time to get out this year. | am happy with the season however. Seems
like deer and elk are coming back strong now that the cat population is under control. |
plan to hunt with my Cat tag in Harding CO later during the 2016 archery ad rifle deer
season.

The current way that you have the season set is very good and gives hunters a lot of
time to enjoy hunting and be out in the woods. Thankyou

Weather and timing did not help my hunting this year...
Should be open season on cats

All | can say it the weather did not help this year. With little fresh snow on the weekends
and the high winds made hunting less than desirable.

FYI........ | saw 1 mountain lion while hunting. It was laying by a deer kill 75 yards from a
home with 2 kids playing in the yard and 30 yards from a busy highway just east of
deadwood. It was in a development that does not allow hunting and the home owner
was very concerned about their dog and children.

Possibly have the season connect with another season so more hunters are willing to
participate

I hunted in southern Custer County and didn't get out much but did see two different sets
of tracks.

Access needs to be addressed. A lot of roads are closed off. Hard to cut tracks on foot.
Too much territory to cover.
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The deer and elk population seem to be rebounding and there are definitely fewer lions
around. The current population of lions seems to be about right. We can manage the
population at this number and the deer and elk can continue to recover.

| think 10 days per season hunters have the option to use dogs. Game, Fish and Parks
set the 10 days. It was very difficult year to hunt the lions not enough snow days, but the
population has to be down. Plus female population is going down. Don't see as many
Cubs as in the past.

I would like to see more elk and deer. If that means killing every mountain lion- so be it!
Allow dogs last two weeks of season

Pass the regulation to hunt with dogs statewide.

Didn't have the opportunity to hunt this season, | did have a lic, but no time.

Keep the unlimited tags available.

| only purchased the Mt Lion tag in an attempt to draw a hound permit in CSP. | have
limited time available so when it snows in the Black Hills | take a couple of my dogs out
to pursue bobcats or | go into Wyoming to pursue Mt Lions. Perhaps we could lengthen
the season or allow a little more hound hunting, like making unit H2 a draw unit for
hound hunters. | have no problem with not allowing more hound hunting however | think
we need to get closer to the quota.

Put CSP into a dog only hunt make a few rules governing size and gender. Take the
bobcat season with dogs reduce it down as the population seems to be dwindling.

Please continue the ability to harvest mountain lions state wide.

| would have hunted more his year, but the snow conditions where not good enough to

do so. | hunt by tracking them...so my hunting days were very limited...although 90% of
the time | went out | saw at least one set of tracks...if not more, and | would usually stay
out all day and cover a lot of ground. | am convinced there are plenty of lions out there.

Hope you keep the hunting season as is ...without using dogs. Thank you. PS, | did see
one wolf track this year also.

Didn't end up getting to go hunting; but | think there are too many lions. They need to be
managed better; the elk populations are decreasing a lot.

Open the black hills season up for dogs out of the park please and thanks in advance

More consideration needs to be taken in regards to the use of dogs throughout the Black
Hills not just Custer. Being able to find and track mountain lions is hard when there is
limited snow fall. Plus the taking of small young cats would be less if the cats had been
treed to be seen better before someone shot.

Didn't have very good snow conditions to track lions this year where | hunt. | know they

are out there as we always see them before or after the season! The deer herd and the
turkey population in my area has dwindled considerably in the past 7 years. There used
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to be many deer come through my yard twice a day and now only 4 to 7 deer
occasionally come through. Turkey population was well over 200 and now only about 35
birds in my area. We should be allowed to use dogs to hunt lions statewide.

I would like to see baiting allowed so the quota is reached, once the quota is reached the
season ends, the point of setting a quota is to avoid overpopulation.

| would like a hound training season in the black hills. Make it separate from other
seasons. Not saying kill just tree hook up dogs and leave. Kind of like Wisconsin bear.

| believe that you should legalize the use of dogs to hunt Mt Lions. Every other state in
the Midwest allows it. It is the only way to sex and size up the cats and gives the hunter
the chance to release the animal unharmed if it is not a legal animal to harvest. The way
it is now every hunter out there just shoots whatever they see.

Only hunted in the VERY southern hills (south of Hot Springs) limited time in the field
and poor snow conditions made for a tough hunt.

| hike a lot in the Black Hills and still see several deer and elk mountain lion Kills. It is
good to have some mountain lions in the Black hills, however, | know they are still
reducing the amount of deer and elk in the Black Hills and we need to determine what is
more beneficial to increase elk and deer herds or have more mountain lions...my vote is
to have less mountain lions!

| want to shoot an elk someday, we did not hunt because no snow for tracks

| believe there are several lions taken each year illegally, either with the use of dogs
outside Custer State Park or taken out of season.

After many unsuccessful years trying in Black Hills, SD without dogs | decided to go to
Wyoming. | hope you will reconsider and start allowing dogs for Mountain Lion hunting
before you lose many more hunters to other states.

no tracks to follow in snow, live the hills but we did not go sledding, skiing, or hunt lions
because of lack of snow

No snow did not go
Need to implement a hound season outside of Custer State Park in black hills

Need to have a limited hound season in black hills outside of Custer State Park. Could
implement a pursuit season as a trial in target areas

Keep the quota low and | won't have to worry about drawing an elk, goat, or sheep tag in
my lifetime. Also better get the wolves taken care of before it becomes a bigger problem
like the lions have. Learn from your mistakes.

I've come to conclusion the only way I'll get a lifelong dream of a Mountain Lion is if I'm
allowed the use of dogs in the Black Hills area.
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Would like to see the use of hounds in hills outside of park, on a quota system like WY,
MT, etc.

Allowing hound hunting within the park has been great! If other herds (elk/deer are to
survive mountain lions have to decrease!

Hunting conditions were poor for a big majority of the season. But overall satisfied with
my experience

Came across 13 different lions in 4 days. Had a large male stay in one area he had 4
deer Kkills with 100 yards of each other

The lack of snow, for the second year, made hunting difficult. Thought should be given to
opening the season a little earlier say the first to mid part of December.

Great opportunity to see the hills while hunting.
Would like to see the season start a little earlier, Dec. 1 or 15.

I think the mountain lion harvest should be decreased from 60 to 30 for each hunting
season.

This season’s snowfall played a huge impact on the lack of animals taken. Open the
season Dec 1 to Mar 31 with a quota. This gives more people the opportunity to hunt.

As long as our elk population is increasing in the hills | believe the general hunting
population is ok with having lions in the Black Hills my concern is that hunting pressure
will decrease on lions in the future and we will be right back to where we were in the past
with too many lions, | strongly believe to keep the lion population in check we will
eventually resort to using hounds just like Custer State park did

| live in the Rochford area and mountain lions have decimated the deer (especially mule
deer) and turkey population -- we have seen some rebound in numbers in the past few
years and fewer mountain lion sign. | think the hunting season has had a favorable
impact.

Just what is the method of determining the cat population in the Black Hills? How are the
female and male numbers determined and what is with this small cub being harvested?
A female no less.

We had great deer, elk, and turkey hunting in the Black Hills before Mountain Lions. Why
do we need them now??

Make more areas for the use of dogs. Wyoming is doing it in the black hills right up the
SD boarder.

Keep the season dates the same. Keep the roads the same. It was simply hard hunting

due to lack of snow. | enjoy the boot hunting with no dogs and | feel it should remain that
way.
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| didn't go out mountain lion hunting. The reason | bought a tag is a few days before the
season opened | had a mountain lion by my barn where | have young horses in a small
corral. If | hadn't heard the lion coming and scared it off who knows what would have
happened. | got the license for the sole purpose of if | saw him again to be able to
eliminate the threat to my animals.

Need more dog hunt tags thanks

The only reason | purchase a mountain lion license is so | can apply for the Custer Dog
slots. Which is messed up.

CSP hound season has been very successful, and had lots of interest drawing a tag is
very hard. Why not use hounds on a limited basis for the rest of hills. Bow and rifle
hunters get along deer hunting, | would like the chance to use my dogs to help control
one of South Dakota's natural resources. | spend lots of time and money on them in
state but since | don't live in rapid and don't get my picture taken with all the lions treed
in the park, | will probably be waiting for a long time to hunt in the hills. Or at least a
training season where running mountain lions with snow is ok just for pictures; | don't
have the time or money to travel out of state to train my dogs.

| was supposed to hunt with a friend that was going to teach me the ropes but then the
military sent him overseas short notice so | did not get the opportunity to hunt this year.
Fingers are crossed for next year. Thank you.

| think if a person harvests a lion, they should have to sit out the following season. | don't
see why anyone needs to try to kill a lion every year for 10 years, on top of the fact that it
was pretty discouraging constantly running into these guys that were seasoned cat
hunters while | was trying to learn the ropes of where to go. | think | saw a statistic last
year the lion tag sales were significantly down, well I'm guessing that's part of the reason
because there's a group of about 20 of these guys that think they're the only cat hunters
in the hills. Anyways, just my thoughts, thank you.

Only purchased for a chance to hunt CSP. | think you guys have the lion season figured
out. | hope everything stays the same. If hounds became legal it would only result in
every Joe Schmo with a yard full of dogs that never leave the yard.

I'd like to see the BH season stay as it is. Keep the hounds in CSP, but boot hunters
should also be able to hunt CSP with an access permit. Personally, | think the population
is down somewhat from 3-5 years ago.

1) The weather was not as good as the GFP folks seem to believe. It was a tough year
in terms of snow and tracking conditions. 2) Keep hounds out of the Hills. Using hounds
in CSP makes sense to help protect the small populations of ungulates there; but there
is no need for them in the rest of the hills. It will only turn this great hunting season into a
money making operation for a select handful of folks if you add the dogs. 3) Change the
rules or ENFORCE them for using hounds to follow Lion tracks | found several
occasions where guys with dogs were tracking lions. Hound guys say that they do this to
train their lion dogs. | followed more than 1 track this season for miles and miles just to
be jumped by someone with dogs ahead of me who took over the track. If | get jumped
by a boot hunter, then | understand. If | get jumped by an illegal dog hunter who just
wants to "take his dog for a walk in the woods" just after a good snow and along high
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rocky ridge lines and he ensures that he stomps out every lion track as he walks. That is
BS and needs to be fixed. | reported them to the TIPS line only to get a call from a
warden a day or 2 later to ask about the situation. If you aren't available to enforce the
game laws- they won't be followed. This is my 3rd year hunting Lions. | was checked
twice by wardens my first year, and | have not even seen a warden in the last 2 years.
Get them out there to enforce the laws. 4) GFP needs to work with the USFS to fix the
road closures. | don't want to be a road hunter, but | DO want to be able to run a good
set of roads to find tracks to follow as well as roads to be able to retrieve a cat if |
harvest one. If they keep closing them it is going to continue to get tougher to even get
close to the quota/harvest goal. 5) GFP or USFS NEED TO ENFORCE THE
CLOSURES AND RESTRICTIONS PUT IN PLACE. The law abiding citizen is at such a
disadvantage during this season it is ridiculous. After every snow event there were
people running closed roads or trails or just running around in the woods with motor
vehicles (usually side by sides). | hunt the Vanocker Canyon corridor from Nemo to
Sturgis. Pretty much EVERY road or trail in that corridor was run illegally after every
snow all winter long. | never saw a warden or a USFS ranger. This needs to be
hammered next year. If you don't enforce the rules then the rules don’t matter! 6) I am in
favor of publishing lion Kill locations as the season progresses via the website instead of
just publishing the picture after the season is over. | think that will help people who are
after particular cats in particular areas. | also think it will help with management as a
whole as people will gravitate to areas that have not had any/or as many cats harvested.
| don't understand why this is a secret. Put the info out and people will use it. Also, when
you have problem cats during the season — put the info out. Let wardens point hunters
toward problem cats. Let us solve those problems during the season if possible. 7) | am
not against a nonresident tag for lions. Nonresident tags would be much better than a
bunch of unethical houndsmen and their dogs running out of control all over the hills. 8)
Change the law in reference to harvesting cats traveling together. | was within 25 yards
of 2 grown lions just staring at me this year and | could not legally harvest one of them. |
have cut many tracks that I could tell were 2 full grown lions. Many western states have
laws that say that you can't harvest a cat traveling with another cat that is spotted. That
makes sense. Drop the blanket law and enforce the spotted cat rule. Good

job enforcing the law with the guy that killed the kitten this year. 9) If you feel boot
hunters are not accomplishing your management or harvest goals, allow us to use bait.
Still better than hounds.

| primarily use a bow for hunting and would like to see the use of dogs in the black hills .
It would be better for harvest selection and bowhunting.

I wish we did not have to purchase a tag before you put in for the CSP lion seasons.
That is the only reason | get a tag because you have to have one before you can apply.
With the odds being so hard to draw, | feel we should be able to put in first and then if |
draw then get a tag since tag numbers are unlimited. Thanks,

Local Game Warden never returned a call after three attempts with questions regarding
the guidelines of the permit.

Please do not allow dogs to be used to hunt Lions!

The change to 14 day seasons in CSP was a great change in fairness. Very happy with
it. | feel we should start to think about a limited number of hound tags in the Black Hills
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(Exp.10 tags 2 tags per 14 day season). Also believe it's time to allow Nonresident
everywhere except State owned land.

Use of dogs
sell some limited tags to be able to use dogs outside of CSP

| did not see a lion, found 3 lion kills. The area where | hunt between black hawk and
piedmont, is a deer wintering area, have hunted this area since 1963, every year the
deer population has shrunk a little more since the lions were introduced. | do feel that the
SDGFP has done the Elk and Deer hunter a disservice by bringing lions to the Black
Hills. They should be listed as a varmint instead of a big game animal, and hunted year
round. At the rate that the lions are consuming the deer and elk, it will not be long before
the deer and elk seasons will be cancelled to protect the lion food supply.

| tracked a large cat in the Rochford area. | had one shot at the cat but it was not a safe
shot so | didn't take it. Cat hunting is quickly becoming my favorite hunt.

I would like to see the use of dogs for part of the season. There are a lot of cats out
there it seems the best way to harvest some of the mature cats is to use dogs.

The key for hunting lions without dogs is fresh snow not just snow, fresh snow. We were
limited in that regard this year. We are also very limited in the Mystic Ranger District in
hunting area due to many road closures and areas were only ATV's are allowed to travel
and of course snow mobile trails . Lion hunting west of highway 385 is almost none
existent.

The weather for lion hunting was not very good this season

| think it would be beneficial to allow the use of hounds on private land within the Black
Hills fire district. Of course this would have to be large acreage properties. | think if you
asked all of the ranchers that are within the Black Hills fire district what their feelings

were on this you would get a near 100% positive feedback. Thanks for considering this!

I think it would be nice if you required a mountain lion education course like Colorado
does. This would educate the inexperienced hunters [which are probably about 95% of
the total hunters] on the difference between a good harvestable cat and the not so
desirable cat, such as kittens, juveniles or mothering females. Also this would aid in the
prosecution of hunters that are taking this type of animal. Check out
www.wildlife.state.co.us and look at their Mountain Lion Education and Identification
Course. I's pretty impressive. Thanks!

should be able to shoot lions like a coyote, anywhere any time and there would still be
too many

I think the population of lions is declining a little due to less easy prey. They have
decimated the mule deer and turkey populations in the black Hills. | used to see 50 to 60
mule deer and several flocks of turkeys in a weekend of driving forest roads. | drove ten
days and saw 3 mule deer and one hen turkey.
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The last month of season we should run dogs to meet quotas. The price is high enough
for tag to detour hunters. There are plenty of cats but people are losing interest. You put
a lot of time in for not much reward.

We have more mountain lion sightings then we have in the past and yet you lower the
tags limit. But even more important than that have you ever tried hunting them it is sure
luck. | am a cattle rancher we lose calves every year and yet you won't let lion hunters
use dogs in the Black Hills after all this is where the lions are coming from just like deer
they are over populated. When the deer are over populated they move into town and
ranchers property and raise all kinds of problems, same with the lions except the deer at
least only eat hay not livestock. Even if you went with two months out of the season to
open in the Black Hills this should help lower the lion problem most others states do this
and it works just fine, plus they still have plenty of lions around. Nothing more to say |
know you are trying to do your jobs but we are to except you get a pay check every
month always the same, well ours is not the same it depends on how many calves and
livestock we lose. Tell me this is fair to us we are just trying to make a living. Thanks for
your time

Need to manage lion population to have a healthy deer and elk herd. Too many roads
closed during the lion season, too many areas closed to some kind of access.

There is absolutely no doubt that we have far too many lions in the black hills.

Do not allow dogs in the general Black Hills season.

don't allow dogs outside the park

Poor conditions this year.

No Snow

Every time | go walking to hunt them | see either fresh or old tracks 90% of the time. 15-
20 years ago you were lucky to see tracks. | run across kill sights quite often. | feel there
are more lions than what they are estimating. Keep the quota where it is at and don't
lower it. | know that quota will be met when we get better hunting conditions when we
get into normal snowfall conditions.

Was uninterested in getting out much this year due to the lack of snow after the first of
the year. We still have plenty of lions they are getting much smarter when it comes to
calls and tracking them.

| bought my license so that | could shoot a mountain lion on the prairie, if | saw one.

I would like to see you remove the requirement that a mountain lion must be traveling
alone to be harvested as long as it is an adult

NO ONE understands your requirements as it pertains to 1000 foot pounds of energy
etc.., | have bought and sold guns - and am an avid hunter and sportsman and don't
understand your requirements. | recommend just saying a 22-250 caliber or larger and
you can put a grain bullet on top of that. | called into your office and it took an act of
congress to find out what was legal etc., God Bless
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Weather conditions were terrible for lion hunting this year.

Please consider the use of hounds in the BH unit by permit drawing. This is a controlled
and sustainable practice of our resource and adds a trophy aspect to the hunt at the
same time.

Crap snow year again. Let's start Dec 1st. Always snow in December. Want to increase
participation? Award a bonus preference point for black hills elk or deer to successful cat
hunters. Watch tag sales and cat harvest rise!

Need to do a points system on the dog permits. | have applied the last two years and no
points. Or open up state wide for dogs.

Would like to see the season extended in to April as that is when it seems to snow the
last couple of years. If there is no snow there is no hunting of lions as it is hard enough
with snow and almost impossible without.

Thanks for the wonderful opportunity. In my opinion, it would be nice to drop the timeline
aspect of the season and allow the season to run in the Fire Protection District until the
guota is met. Otherwise, it would be nice to open the season earlier (during the Archery
deer seasons) so that hunters that don't live in the Black Hills have a better opportunity
to harvest a lion.

| get this license so | can keep the lion in case | shoot one on my ranch.
This is a very difficult hunt without dogs. Too many roads are closed.
I would like to see more dog seasons

| had a great season. | was able to see 4 total lions this season the last one being the
one | shot. | really appreciate everything Game and Fish does to help manage wildlife
populations. These are amazing animals and | think it is important to manage this
population so there is a huntable population in the hills. Thanks again!

The lack of snow was a definite factor in the time spent going out. | did find track both
days hunted. The numbers are probably staying where they should be with the quota
where it is now. Don’t knuckle under from the anti-hunters that do NOT contribute squat
to anything anyway. Thank you

I've been too busy to make much of an effort the last several years. But | like having the
opportunity and definitely want to hunt them more in the future.

| think you should extend the season to the end of April. That is when the snow seems to
come lately. I think you should adjust the quota of lions by how many baby elk, deer,
sheep and mountain goats you want to see in the spring. | like hunting lions but it is a
sport you can't share with young, old and out of physical shape people as you can with
the other game species.

Keep the lion population low. Lower than it is currently!
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| wish that more roads in the Black Hills remained open during the season. It seems in
the last couple of years that prime Mt Lion areas the roads have been closed.

No Snhow

| am only after one particular cat. It's a cat that makes its way into town via the Guard
Camp and into Rapid City via the easement and Steven's High. My blind is a small
parcel up a mile and a half out Nemo Road. Not much to work with. But, still enjoyable
as an experience, not enjoyable as to why | need to.

Establish quota zones throughout the hills to better limit the amount of cats taken in
certain areas. This could then lead to longer seasons and the possibility of using dogs in
some of the larger, south western units that don't have a lot of private property like the
Jasper burn area. That's where a majority of the elk are but few cats are killed in that
area.

I have been trying to get the Custer State park access permit so | can hunt with dogs.

| feel that the mountain lion season in the black hills should be regulated like surrounding
states. | feel you should be able to use dogs, and have regional quotas based on higher
and lower populations. For example, different regions(units) like the elk population and
tag distribution accordingly.

we need to use dogs in all the hills, who put the wolves in the hills?

The commission needs to make a dog season in the black hills to stabilize the mountain
lion population. They have figured out that people are calling them and tracking them.
You would get a better adult kill ratio with dogs. | would rather drive to Wyoming pay the
big money and use dogs. | only buy a tag here to support wildlife. A majority of hunters
are burned out on trying to call a lion in. | put in for the Custer State Park season and
never got an email saying | didn't draw like in the past. Please make a better use of our
technology to communicate to the sportsman that donate their money.

Thanks

No snow played a major role.

I am not in favor of allowing dogs to hunt lions in the Black Hills.

Need to be able to use dogs

It was frustrating that many of the trails were closed again. It would also be nice if a little

more maintenance was done on the trails. | know that takes money, and | for one, would

surely be willing to pay more for our mountain lion license and/or trails license.

| would prefer the use of dogs thru out the Black Hills. | do enjoy that roads are closed so

we can walk without being disturbed by a vehicle. | know that's the NFS, but just want to
thank you and the NFS for the opportunity to hunt these animals.
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Please keep hunting the black hills free of dogs with the exception of the CSP. And open
more prime lion hunting roads all over the hills. It was a great year need more snow.
Please consider opening the season either during deer season or Dec 1st thanks

I am a landowner that falls within the Black Hills NF boundaries. | would like the ability to
shoot a cat on site like the landowners outside BHNF have.

Not enough snow

Is there a way for the public to find out areas or land owners with depredation
complaints?

I love the fact that we have lions in SD. | hope that the max taken in any year is reduced!

Open the Black Hills to 10 hound hunts/Tags besides CSP. Publish/release how many
cats were killed in CSP. Thanks for all you do!

Keep up the good work. Thank you for the opportunity to be able to hunt cats
start the season the first of December
Allow use of dogs in SD on public lands including BH National Forest

| live west of Custer. When we moved to this area in 2009. At that time you would see
lion tracts after a snow every time you went out. Last year and this year | saw only 2 sets
of tracts each season. We have a lot of deer out here and | do not understand why the
lions do not frequent this area anymore. | can only reason that the population has been
decreased as intended by the GFP and that there is a lot better habitat for lions in other
areas in the hills. However, when | hunt those areas where lions have been taken more
frequently, | see very few deer. Lion kills were found very frequently in 2009 & 2010 but
have not found one since. It is hard to figure.

We didn't hunt the black hills fire district hunting area because we use hounds as a way
of hunting. Custer and the fire district are the easiest hunting areas for lions. | would like
to see a few more hound tags given out would be nice. It could be limited to certain 3
day increments too, kind of like Custer is. Hound hunters get a good view before the
tree. We can see how big it is or if it is male or female or even if it has been nursed off of
recently. Being from east river its defiantly hard even hunting in the area allowed out
west for lions because after a snow fall we can't just go look for tracks. We have to a
pick a weekend and hope for the best. We tried a twice on weekends on some private
land with permission but had no luck. Would like to see an increase in hound tags would
be nice to see. Thanks.

The lack of sustainable snow hurt success. Three times | found a Mt Lion track in the
morning but by mid-day the snow would melt on the South face slopes and not allow
further tracking. | also tried calling several days when there was no snow, but without
knowing if there was a Mt Lion in the area the chance of being successful was low.
Overall it was a fun hunt and always nice to get out in the woods.

It would be nice to see a limited number of tags go to hound hunters outside the park. |
have bought two tags and never went lion hunting for myself as | have not drawn a tag in
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the park to hunt with them. If | can't hunt a cat with my dogs | don't want to. It sucks that |
can't get a tag in the state | live and can't afford to go out of state and buy one over the
counter. Hound hunters aren't blood thirsty killers they just want to share the hunt with
their best friends. Those dogs mean the world to us and we spend all year with them
compared to the guys that drive roads and hike to follow a track or call three months
year.

I'd love the opportunity to pursue lions so a bigger population would be great. However,
I'd rather be hunting elk more often than every 11 plus years. | only got 50 years of
hunting left likely.

we actually saw 5 lions during the season none that we wanted to shoot. Still plenty of
lions.

| didn't get to go out hunting for a lion because the snow cover wasn't sufficient when |
could hunt. I'll buy another tag next year.

It would be nice to be able to use dogs in the black Hills

I have not hunted in the Hill region for several years. | carry a permit for the east river
area

Its nice to start seeing more ELK in the Hills. Should be able to shoot lions at free will get
rid of all lions. If you want to control deer, elk etc. give out cheap tags.

I think we over harvested in previous years. If you cannot fill a quota, reduce the quota.
The way it is now | think our population is going down. | have gone from seeing cats
several times a year to not seeing one in two years. When | say seeing one | mean
seeing it good enough to confirm that it was a cat. Thanks for letting me voice my
opinion.

It would be nice if there was locations on each lion shot when it’s reported so it gives
people some idea where possibly not to go.

I think more effort needs to be put on controlling the illegal use of dogs. Many times |
have been hunting lions in the hills every year since the first season and found signs of
hunters tracking with dogs, i.e. lion tracks with hunter's boots and dog prints over them.
These were not incidental crossing of paths but individuals tracking lions for long
distances with dogs.

This was my first year mt lion hunting and | enjoyed it immensely. | only wish | had got
out more when we had snow on the ground.

Ranch for a living and the increase of predator animals can be a threat.

I have killed 2 lions in SD the best way to get them is track them to a kill and wait for
them to return. The past 2 seasons in our county there has been little or no snow to track
them. Sometimes you get lucky (I did twice)} and find a kill. Sometimes you track them
all day and they keep on going. If the snow does not last, which it was very sparse this
year you lose the track and opportunity. The GFP people are reducing the allotment
every year for the past 3 years saying the population is going down. Far from the truth, if

39



1737

1740

1753

1771

1784

1788

1805

1818

1820

1834

1839

1845

1848

1849

you look at the Kill record the kills spike when we get good tracking snow. | have tracked
cats 10 miles and have noticed a dramatic decline in the deer and elk sign (tracks in the
snow) on these jaunts. We are grossly overpopulated in cats, and our big game and
turkey are suffering. | don't have a college degree, but | do put boots on the ground.
Thanks. | see trouble in the near future for our big game if you do not provide more
opportunities to harvest them.

Coming off second knee replacement so my hunting consisted of only riding a 4 wheeler
looking for tracks after each snow. No time walking or even sitting and calling. NEXT
YEAR!

| see signs of lions and depopulation of wildlife more every year. We used to have lots of
cotton tail rabbits and white tail deer. Rabbits are pretty much gone and the deer may be
down over half. We always know when lions have been around the deer leave.

| just got a tag in case one came by while calling coyotes.
| feel the GF&P is managing this hunt very well.

Just got the license. | have friends who own ranches and have been seeing some lions
recently.

| am completely against using dogs with the exception in Custer Park. | would like it to
stay like it is currently. We have to small of a region to allow dogs in all of the Black Hills
and the lion season would be over very quickly. This boot hunting gives us hunters time
to track and learn the behaviors of the lions and enjoy the hunt.

I would like to see the quota stay the same as it was this year. There are plenty of cats
around we just didn't get the time to do more hunting. My personal opinion is there would
be more cats shot if more trails where open. The dead fall timber from the pine beetles
makes all hunting very challenging, whether walking or driving.

There too many lions in the hills
Allow the use of dogs.

Could all these years of Lion management be paying off for our Elk herd? | believe it
has!

Less tracks in my area than in the past...
THANK YOU

| really look forward to this season each year. | like the fact it is state only hunters and
that the use of dogs are restricted to allow more people with limited budgets to enjoy the
sport. The sign | have found over the last 5 years of hunting has steadily decreased, but
the amount of deer and elk in the areas | hunt have correspondingly increased and |
believe that is a sign of good management. Keep up the good work.

I like to be out in the woods hunting big game. Deer is my primary interest, so | want the
management plan to favor good deer and elk numbers.
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with the advent of no dog hunting in the Hills and a very limited snow fall for tracking
purposes, this year’s season was less than productive. Open the season earlier in
conjunction with the deer season and watch your harvest rates for lions increase.

| did not have the opportunity to hunt lions this year due to various reasons like time,
mild weather, etc. | do not believe the lion population is even close to what you estimate
it at. | believe they are multiplying at a rapid rate and are creating a serious decline in elk
and deer population in the hills. | have game cameras that show multiple lions running
together and have seen many deer kills on my property alone on a weekly basis with
various tracks indicating multiple lion attacks. If it were my choice | would open the
harvest of lions to an all year around season!

It is critical that The State of South Dakota GFP work towards allowing dogs for hunters.
Mountain lions kill many of our wildlife. And it is not a gentle kill. Let's not wait until a
mountain lion Kills a little boy or a little girl playing in a backyard in a Black Hills Town
before we allow dogs to help in decreasing the lion numbers. | know SDGFP lean
towards decreasing Lion numbers. And | thank you for this. We are up against other
groups that don't agree with this stance. | am in prayer for you as you work towards
manageable Lion numbers.

the weather this past lion season was not as cooperative to make for a great hunting
season. Keep up the good work while it is not

Let people use dogs to ensure larger more mature cats are harvested. Extend the
season to include all of December.

Still finding too many Kill sites for our area and size of our area. The elk/deer population
visually still decimated. We need to get back to healthier/larger herds in the black hills. It
would be nice to see the use of dogs implemented. A better harvest of cats and adult
cats would be a sure thing with dogs. It would also greatly lesson the amount of days
hunters are in the field causing less spooked wildlife.

Let us use traps. Start season 1 Dec end 31 March

Would be best to be able to use hounds throughout the hills for the taking of mountain
lions, to ensure hunter success and the quality (gender) and quantity of mountain lions
taken and met. Ensures better hunter success and all around improvement

| think season would be better if you moved it back to NOVEMBER to match deer
season

I know that there is ever increasing pressure to allow the use of dogs to hunt lions in the
black hills. Please do not turn this into a rich man's sport. We are blessed to have the
opportunity to be able to go out and hunt these amazing animals fair chase with minimal
gear and expense. Please don't ruin that by allowing dogs. At the very least, if you must
allow dogs, give us boot hunters the first 2/3 of the season or more and only allow dogs
for the final 2 weeks.

Need to start season earlier during deer season when more hunters out and better
opportunity to harvest a lion. They are killing the Elk and Deer
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There were conditions of wind, snow and rain which made it hard to call anything in.
| purchased a license but did not hunt

Bad weather for lion hunting this year. Lack of timely snowfall was a big determining
factor in lousy hunting this year.

I would like to see the season start earlier in December and still go to the end of March
or till the quota is met. This will help give more days with good tracking conditions as
often times there is not enough snow to give the time to track the animal before the snow
melts off. | also think the quota should be left as high as it was this year there are still a
lot of cats out there. Thank You

I would like to be informed of the current data you have regarding mountain lion density
in the black hills. The information would allow me to make informed choices regarding
hunting lions each year. Thank you in advance for sharing the data you are collecting.
Also | noticed some very small young 3 month old lions were taken this year. What
actions if any are you taking with regard to the hunters that took immature animals?

Not enough snow to hunt.

We spend our time in the Deerfield area and would see cat tracks and sign everywhere
all the time. Also a couple of sightings. We now spend more time there, but see less sign
and tracks. | feel we are heading in the right direction but still seem to see plenty of sign.
We love spending our free time in the Hills. Thank you.

There needs to be a hound season set up for the Black Hills to allow us to reach the
designated quota. The deer population has suffered and without being able to haven't
doe's in the black hills for the last 5 years, doesn't help to fill the freezer with venison.
Maybe having 1/4 of the tags available to houndsmen for a start would let us see how it
goes. Thank you for reading.

| didn't get a chance to hunt for health reasons, however | do appreciate the Game fish
and Parks of South Dakota for doing an excellent job in all phases of the wildlife
management state wide!

they are eating to much of the elk and deer populations.

The issue we all deal with is lack of snow cover. We all need Mother Nature too work
with us more! Hope for snow next year!!!

During my hunting | seen 4 different lions one pair, a young male, and what appeared to
be a large female but couldn't shoot due to area was close to where | saw a younger
lion. The season should be extended on the beginning side by a week or two.

Reintroduce Hound Hunting!

You must allow use of dogs. That way no more kittens killed and you can control the
population better. Ok in Custer state park and almost every state...

Didn't get to hunt due to having surgery, | hope to be out next year!
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ALLOW DOGS. There's only one real way to kill cats and make sure we are taking old
full sized cats and that's not hiking around with a call and trying to track them on foot
take a look at Wyoming they do a very nice job of taking the exact population thy want to
while us here in S.D. Are using the see a cat Kill it method. Which just seems foolish to
me so please allow dogs to hunt cats it's the most ethnical way to do the job and that's
what you guys are supposed to be all about right? Thanks

No snow. Not good for lion hunting.

| would rather have more deer and elk and less cats.

| did get a license but was unable to get out and hunt

This was my first year hunting mountain lions. | had an interesting and enjoyable time
and did see some mountain lions. | never had a shot opportunity but look forward to the
next season!

| believe we need a longer hunting season in the black hills fire district.

We went to all of the good mountain lion spots and didn’t see a thing, not even a track

I would like to see the mountain lion season go longer. Either on the front end or the
closing end. Weather plays a big part and this year there was very little snow. Poor
tracking | think that the use of dogs is not fair to the mountain lions. That is NOT really
hunting. | have never and will never use dogs. Make the season longer.

| bought a license in case a mountain lion showed up around our horses (we have
three). | did not want to have to justify the killing of a Mountain Lion to protect our horses
- so | bought the license as "insurance".

Too many female cats being harvested

I would love to see the state open up the Black Hills to hunting cats with hounds and not
just limit it to Custer State Park. This would be a great way to allow for more success
when hunting cats and to keep their population in check.

Thank you for having a lion season.

| didn't apply for permit

Put out more restrictions. Driving back roads with dogs in the back of a truck seems like
it is in violation of "No Dogs Allowed".

Every time a lion kills a deer or elk a Hunter loses an opportunity for a hunt, and it is the
Hunter that pays for the lion share of deer and elk.

Need to open up the Black Hills and allow hunters to use dogs. They are out there and
moving into town, stalking people's pets and livestock.

A combination of circumstances affected my lack of participation for hunting this year.
However, | am mostly interested in protecting my livestock from falling prey to lions.
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Despite limited snow for tracking, we have seen many signs of lions on our property. As
a landowner, | am dismayed that | cannot hold a license all year on my property!

if we as hunters would like to use dogs because we could be selective of the animal
harvested

| DIDN'T TAKE TIME TO GO OUT.

Get a handle on the wolf situation now before we have the same problem as the
mountain lions caused a few years ago.

I would be interested in reading a detailed report of how the populations are determined
for SD. The Mountain Lion License numbers have fluctuated considerably since the
State began the hunting season, but I'm not sure that this is a reflection of the
population. | believe fewer cats were killed this year and last year due to less
considerable conditions and fewer hunters pursuing them as much as they did the first 2-
3 years. Although the cat kills are down, when hiking/hunting the Hills it is very obvious
that the animal is everywhere in the Hills.

Need the snow to track

| just don't get how every year they close more roads! It seems the residents of SD lose
more and more public land every year! Our national forest and grass lands are to be
enjoyed by everyone and should not be closed off to us. | don't understand why land
owners can drive all over the hills and grass lands for cattle but everyone else is
expected to walk! We can’t even do retrieval of big game yet land owners can go where
they want! There is also the issue land owners with enough land get tags every year and
then hunt public land! How is that fair to people who have to wait years for tags?

| buy a license every year to show my support, however don't hunt Mountain Lions. |
strongly believe that Lions should not be hunted with dogs nor should nonresidents be
allowed to hunt Lions.

Was not able to hunt this year. Had heart problems. Could not get out. Hoped one would
come though the yard during the day. Only got pics. of them at night in my yard.

Should be able to bait

The level of satisfaction is directly related to adequate snow cover to allow for cutting a
track. We simply did not have adequate snow cover during much of the season. That
simple. Thanks for allowing us the opportunity to get out and hunt lions if and when
weather permits tracking.

Mountain lions are a problem in the black hills. We have to use dogs and raise the
guotas before someone gets attacked.

Only reason for somewhat satisfied was due to weather had nothing to do with GFP, |

would like to see some more options for dogs as | just purchased a hound puppy,
however one person doesn't warrant a change for the rest. thank you
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I have been purchasing a mountain lion tag since my horses and other livestock have
been attacked. After a conversation with our local GFP representative it seemed easier
to buy a tag and hope to get lucky enough to kill one, especially since the GFP person
advised it was a figment of my imagination regardless of the evidence | had as proof as
data to include tracks, scat, etc. . .

When are we going to be able to hunt with dogs? It would be an easy way to cut down
on the number of females being harvested. Also if you set a quota then why does it
matter how the cats are taken? It doesn't make sense. If you have a good reason to not
let us use dogs then please share. There are quite a few people who would like to know.
Thank you

Keep everything the way it is. Resident only...keep allowing the houndsmen CSP...and |
feel the quota is right on. | made 4 trips west and cut multiple tracks and seen plentiful
sign. | also saw numerous elk, deer, and turkeys. In my opinion you guys have achieved,
or are close to a good balance. Good job and thank you.

Have livestock in McCook County have seen mountain lion twice didn't get a chance to
shoot.

Thanks for the opportunity to atlas try to harvest a cat. | was unsuccessful this year but
next I'll be more prepared.

| really enjoy the hunting in the Black Hills deer hunting mountain lion hunting turkey
hunting and everything it's just | really enjoy it I'm a big archery Hunter and yes you can't
go wrong in the Hills

I hope the GFP are trying to keep a good balance and are not trying to eliminate the
mountain lion.

| have an outside the Black Hills license.
| did not get out hunting. No snow days on days | could hunt.
I think the ML seasons have worked very well

No snow again this year makes hard hunting. Deer numbers still going down duct loss of
fawns.

I only saw one this year - a young healthy (probably female) that looked to be 2-3 years
old. I was looking for one a little bigger, so let her go. No other sightings. Limited snow
hurt chances a bit. Good season, good opportunity. Hope you continue the season next
year.

need to allow dogs

I would like to see additional ATV/UTV trails that are presently closed with (Green) gates
open for hunting and tracking mountain lions. The trails are too restricted for use and
limit hunters’ ability for tracking especially without adequate snow. The GP could work
with the Forest Service and open additional (Green) gates that are presently closed with
a bar for ATV/UTV traffic and leave the wider gates CLOSED for TRUCK traffic. This
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was my first year hunting ML and found it very challenging but at the same time
enjoyable. The few times we had good snow for tracking was short lived because warm
temperatures caused melting conditions within a few days. Looking forward to 2017 ML
season.

at least keep season open till quota is made. They should have extended lion season at
least 1 more month as there were deep snow drifts. All everyone | know says there are
way too many lions. Hardly any deer or turkey where | live.

Nice Job

I have a couple of dogs that we use to chase coons and bobcats and | would appreciate
it if we could use dogs in the hills outside of Custer. Thanks

In Fall River County where | live and hunt there is a lot of public land that is inaccessible
to the public for hunting except by walking section lines for long distances. Please work
with the surrounding land owners to gain vehicle access by the same means these
landowners access it for their own personal use.

The black hills mountain lion season is a healthy way to regulate predators. Please
continue to support this big game hunting season.

This was my first year hunting mountain lions, so my season was all about getting out
and learning more about lions and their behavior and habitat.

On the second day of our hunt we came across a (mountain lion) den with three very
young kittens. We grabbed some pics and left. But | read later that at any given time
there is a 60 - 80% chance a female lion will have dependent young. | think | would have
a hard time shooting a lion at this point Thanks

Throughout most of the season, the weather and snow conditions were not favorable for
boot hunting lions in the Black Hills. I live in the Northern Hills and hunt primarily in the
Northern Hills area. These areas are steep, rough, and thick with cover. During the late
season elk hunt Dec 1-15 in the Black Hills, | was in the heart of the Black Hills hunting
elk with my father and had cut several fresh "track able" adult lion tracks during this
period. These areas are not as physically challenging as some of the areas near
Spearfish and offer a better chance of possibly tracking a lion. Once the lion season
started, most of these areas were closed to vehicle traffic.... Which for wildlife
management purposes, | understand these management strategies. After season
started, we actually had adequate snow in the upper hills for lion hunting. Knowing that
during the New Year’s Holiday that the Northern Hills gets pounded with snowmobile
enthusiasts, | decided to headed out in January. | did attempt to access these areas with
a snowmobile. | drove the snowmobile trails looking to cut a fresh lion track. At all times,
| stayed on the designated trails. In the areas the month prior where | had seen multiple
lion tracks hunting elk, this time my efforts produced no lion tracks or any signs of lions.
All I encountered were countless snowmobiles driving on and off the designated trails.
As a resident of the area, | was less than happy with my results. As part of the lion
management program, our goal is to target adult, mature lions to give more space and
room for sub-adult lions. By harvesting adult mature males, I truly believe the human and
lion contact would decrease in residential areas such as in Lead/Deadwood. As a
dedicated South Dakota hunter, | use the off season to scout and do my due diligence in
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locating these adult mature lions. Not only do | do this for lions, this is my practice for
deer and elk. | honestly feel that this year round preparation is the key to my success as
a sportsman/conservationist. It is the foundation as a father as | mentor and teach my
children the values/ethics of hunting and to respect our resources we have in South
Dakota. Once the season starts, it is extremely tough to access these areas and on

top of it, the tourists push these lions out of the area or deeper into areas that no one
can access. | will be honest; when the lion season first started in SD | was in

favor of dogs. After 4-5 years of no success and basically burning myself out, | got
frustrated. | took several years off and studied the lion and there domain. In the last 3
years, | have harvested 2 lions and missed an opportunity this year at an adult lion. As |
mature and get older, | appreciate my time in the woods and | truly know what it takes to
harvest a lion. | have taken the time to hunt with my children and teach them at early
ages what it takes to hunt lions. It is the most difficult, most frustrating, most physically
demanding hunt | have ever experienced.... However, it has been the most rewarding.
With that being said, today | do not favor the use of hounds in the Black Hills. | say this
knowing that | am certain | would have harvested a lion this season if hounds were legal.
If we are honestly here to manage SD lions, than we need to focus our efforts

around the lions and the hunters that pursue them. | would like to recommend that we
open the season as early as Dec 1. This would allow us to access areas in the Black
Hills before tourists and snowmobiles push the lions to other areas. This would allow us
a better chance to harvest more adult lions. If this is not acceptable, than my other
recommendation | have would be to open a hound season the last week of the season to
make sure more adult lions are harvested to get closer to our management quota. Thank
you for giving my family these opportunities here in our beautiful State of South Dakota!

Due to some conditions at my place of employment, | didn't have a chance to go hunting
or to monitor the success of hunters in the field as | did in the past. Judging by the
number harvested, | would say your management goals seem to be working and the
benefit from that are increased numbers of elk and deer. What | would like to see is the
use of dogs in the entire Black Hills District, not just CSP.

It seems that the population has stabilized and is about right. Let’s see if the deer and
elk populations come back. | don't agree that the game fish should be adding more cow
elk tags. Why not add bull tags and let the elk herd recover.

While | understand having the season later for kitten survival | would like to see it open 1
more year during deer season to see how much more of the quota would be filled by
having more hunters in the field and more of the Hills accessible ,

Please give consideration to extending the season to include some or all of the fall
hunting seasons, which will allow a greater chance to harvest a lion. It seems more
prudent to have fewer lions and more deer, elk, mountain goats, mountain sheep, etc.

I would like to see a lot more pressure put on the lions either with dog hunters or
lengthening the season. | believe it is pure luck that we haven't had a child killed by a
lion. We are living on borrowed time on this issue. Mountain lions are killing machines,
not house cats, and should be managed as such.

Do | want Mountain Lions NO! Elk & Deer
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Why not just keep season open till the specified quota is accomplished? Exact number
management.

I love the Lion season!! Appreciate the opportunity to hunt them!! It's definitely the most
challenging season in SD. Not fond of using dogs as it’s not the image we should be
giving to the non-hunting public.

More dog permits. Have applied every year and still no permit!
Thanks for everything you do GFP!
Enjoyed the challenge will be there next year

Once again, if you allow hounds, you will be able to better control the harvest at the tree.
Better decisions can be made about age, size, with cubs, etc. It would greatly reduce the
chance of the accidental taking of a cub. It is very hard work to follow a hound through
the hills, very sporting, not a 'sure thing', and less disruptive to other wildlife.

Better information on which roads are closed and operational
little snow/tracks

Enjoyed the hunt. Tracked one for quite a while. No luck. No matter what the outdoors is
always a successful day in SD. We are first time lion hunters but will most likely apply
again. It is a different hunt than others. Live on other side of state. Maybe wish season
was a little longer. Then maybe would have had more opportunities to hunt.

The bighorn sheep, goat, and elk herds will not increase with the current high number of
lions.

Mountain Lion hunting was a distinct privilege this year and | enjoyed every moment. I'm
looking forward to being able to share this experience with my son in the future.

I think the mountain lions today are very aware of their surroundings and if things are not
just right, they will vacate the area.

Keep mt lion hunting outside of CSP dog free please.

sure wish we could get past the notion that we can’t use dogs, common sense says that
is the best for all things, including the overall welfare of the cats. Thanks

| would have hunted much more but had a baby at the new year. But even on my one
trip | found tracks and saw several more tracks during deer season. There are too many
cats in the hills. | should not see multiple sets of tracks in a few mile area. Deer
populations are suffering for sure and it seems like even the elk numbers aren't great

If you're goal is to harvest your quota to keep the target number of lions, maybe look at
opening up during deer and elk season or open up more hound hunting. Do we need to
reach the harvest quota to keep a good balance?

I have never hunted the Black Hills season but may in the future. | purchase the license
primarily for the rare event | might harvest one while hunting other places in the state.
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Had a lot of fun hunting; of course it would have been more fun if | would have got one.
Overall, great hunting experience.

Good Job we are finally seeing some Elk calves and many more fawns making it.

| think the season for the black hills should allow the use of dogs. Also no need for a tag
east river

I did not hunt the Black Hills. Kept a watch around the ranch here on the prairie, but so
no sign, which is fine by me. One lion is too many.

| purchased tag to maybe kill the lion that killed my steer calf on private property.
| would have hunted more but got hurt. Good season - keep up the good work.

Keep the dogs in Custer State Park and on the prairie. If you let them be used in national
park lands we will have too many upset landowners and end up losing our cat season

use of dogs needs to happen

I wish the hunting season was longer. Also, | would like to be able to hunt mountain lions
with dogs. | have mountain lions killing the deer and turkey behind my house, between
Hill City and Custer, and | worry about my small children playing in my yard due to these
dangerous animals.

Is the license good on the Plains the rest of the year?
The use of dog should be allowed everywhere all season long
I hunt my own ranch for lion. Run season until quota is filled.

Out of respect for the real hunters | enjoy not having the houndsmen running mountain
lions in the hills of South Dakota. No matter how much they bitch about it. Very happy
with the way things are run now

allow dogs to be used to trail in the BH

In a Sturgis 10 mile area, 8 lions were caught on camera at night.. They were not the
same lions. Three were seen from the road in the day time but quickly disappeared from
sight.

Obviously, the lack of snow - made for difficult hunting conditions this year. | hunted only
2 days but was able to track Mt Lion on both days. The Mt lions are there and are seen
on or near our property. However, without snow are more difficult to find/track. Using
dogs would also be very beneficial to assist with hunting esp. with sexing cats, shooting
of kittens, etc. Such as WY and MT. There is no excuse for kittens being shot anymore if
someone actually knows what they are hunting with Mt Lions. It makes hunters look bad.
Using dogs would eliminate these problems. However, you always have the 1% that
causes problems.

GFP should really look into not allowing use of dogs (hounds) for bobcats either,
especially since the two seasons overlap. Or change the season dates, so there isn't any
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overlap. Too often you hear the stories about friend of a friend shot a mtn. lion and
conveniently enough, one of them has hounds and "hunts bobcats". Hunting lions with
dogs is like spear gun fishing at night with oxygen tanks.

Dogs should be allowed in some areas of hills to hunt cats.
Are there really as many lions as the GFP tells us?

Hunted three days. Enjoyed my friends and the experience. Found snow in higher
elevations, but not real fresh for good tracking. Saw tracks (some within hours old -
others not fresh). That was all the time we had. No cats, but a good time was had.

Did not get to hunt when | wanted to...

Don't change anything. Elk and deer hunters deserve a hunt without the extra crowds.
Please don't report good snow condition by what it looks like in your yard. Frozen snow
is not good tracking snow. Unless, the cat is without the ability to hear.

Please keep the use of dogs limited to Custer State Park.

High winds made some days in the forest dangerous........ dead fall possibilities. No snow
for tracking some days and extreme cold.....all weather extremes made hunting difficult.

Would like to see season run from Oct. 1 to Apr. 1.

Anytime you have six mountain lions under one trail camera you should know you have
a problem. Increasing elk licenses would be a mistake also with high numbers of lions
and disease problems within the elk herds. Same goes for mule and whitetail deer.
Hunters should be the predators not lions. We need to be hunting elk and deer not
mountain lions. Mountain lion numbers should be eradicated. Which one would create
more profit for the state? Lion hunting or elk and deer hunting. | know the answer and |
hope you do also.

Weather we want to admit it or not wolves are moving in. | have seen them in Fall River
County. | fear the elk and big horn sheep are going to struggle to carry decent numbers.
Does South Dakota have a plan to manage lions, wolf, and the ever growing population
of black bear coming in from Wyoming? If there is a plan public needs to hear it...

| see again this year we fell short on the 60 lion quota. Perhaps it would be a good idea
to look into the possibility of letting hunters have the use of dogs the last week or two of
the season to bring the quota up.

Had very few days with fresh snow when | could hunt. This limited my hunt time. A lion
population in the Black Hills is OK with some impact on game populations but it is not
unmanageable. A wolf population is NOT ok. Wolves would decimate our game
populations in a small geographic area such as the Black Hills.

I would like to see The Use of Hounds for Mountain Lion Hunting Legalized in the entire
black hills fire protection district. The Mule deer population is doing very poorly because
of Mountain Lions in the Black Hills. Quotas could remain the same; they would just be

more attainable for hunters.

50



3170

3184

3185

3192

| buy the tag mostly on the outside chance that | run across a lion while | am farming
East River.

Living in eastern SD, and having seen a big cat on my land, is the only reason | bought a

tag again.

Make them an uncontrolled vermin like coyotes.

with the mild winters should maybe think about opening the hunting when deer season is

going or elk
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