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Introduction 
  
 The future of bighorn sheep in South Dakota is affected by factors such as 

availability of quality habitat, presence of disease, predation, and urbanization. The 

long-term management and expansion of bighorn sheep herds will provide increased 

hunting and wildlife viewing opportunities for South Dakotans. In May of 2012, a group 

of South Dakota resident bighorn sheep enthusiasts and the Midwest Chapter of the 

Wild Sheep Foundation approached the Game, Fish, and Parks (GFP) Commission and 

Department with the suggestion of raising additional bighorn sheep management funds 

through the auction of a bighorn sheep license. In response, GFP conducted a survey to 

collect input from resident bighorn sheep hunter applicants regarding bighorn sheep 

management in South Dakota and the establishment of a bighorn sheep auction tag. 

 This report summarizes results from the South Dakota GFP’s bighorn sheep 

hunter opinion survey administered in 2012. Survey responses were collected from 

June 26th to July 23rd on bighorn sheep management, hunting opportunities, and the 

establishment of an auction tag. 
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Methods 
 

A total of 4,987 resident hunters were identified through the GFP licensing 

database as having applied for a bighorn sheep preference point or tag. Records for 93 

percent (4,653) of these hunters also included an email address. Therefore, an Internet 

based survey of all South Dakota resident hunters, who had applied for a bighorn sheep 

tag or preference point in 2012 and provided an email address, was conducted in June 

and July of 2012 (appendix A). The sample size was adjusted to account for applicants 

who opted out of receiving emails from SurveyMonkey® or whose email address was no 

longer valid. In addition, a cap was set on the number of applicants associated with a 

single email addresses. Up to three invitations (each addressed to a different applicant) 

were set to an email address. This was done to prevent flooding any one email address 

with numerous emails. The final adjusted sample size for the survey was 4,383 hunters. 

In total, applicants were sent three emails explaining the purpose of the survey 

and asking for their participation. The initial invitation was sent on June 26th, followed by 

a reminder on July 3rd, and a final reminder on July 10, 2012. Survey responses were 

downloaded on July 23, 2012, and analyzed using IBM SPSS Statistics 20 software 

package. A total of 2,436 resident hunters responded to the survey, giving an overall 

response rate of 55 percent. 

Results 
 
 Bighorn Sheep Management – Survey respondents were asked to indicate how 

strongly they agreed or disagreed with five statements regarding bighorn sheep 

management in South Dakota. Respondents’ agreement with these statements was 
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measured using five-point Likert items.1 The majority of respondents agreed that 

bighorn sheep populations needed some help to recover and increase. Eighty-nine 

percent of respondents strongly disagreed or disagreed with the statement the public, 

conservation groups, and GFP do not have to worry about bighorn sheep in South 

Dakota, because they can recover and increase without help (figure 1).  

 

 
Figure 1: Bighorn sheep management – bighorn sheep can recover and increase without help 

 

Overall, the vast majority of South Dakota bighorn sheep applicants agreed that 

disease research, habitat improvement, relocating bighorn sheep from other areas, and 

working with the public and conservation groups could have positive impacts on bighorn 

sheep populations. Respondents were given the following statement regarding 

management of bighorn sheep: research and management focused on problems with 

                                                
1
 Likert items use a dichotomous scaling method (where the mid-point is neutral) to measure either a 

positive or negative response to a statement. The measurement scale used here is: 1 = Strongly 
Disagree; 2 = Disagree; 3 = Neither Disagree nor Agree; 4 = Agree; and 5 = Strongly Agree. 
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disease in bighorn sheep could help increase populations in South Dakota. The majority 

of respondents (87%) indicated they agreed or strongly agreed with the statement 

(figure 2). When asked whether the public, conservation groups, and GFP should work 

together to manage bighorn sheep populations in South Dakota, 88 percent of 

respondents agreed or strongly agreed (figure 3). Approximately six percent disagreed 

or strongly disagreed with this statement. Nearly 81 percent of respondents agreed or 

strongly agreed with the statement that improving bighorn sheep habitat could help 

increase the population in South Dakota (figure 4), and 85 percent agreed or strongly 

agreed that relocating bighorn sheep from other states and provinces into disease free 

areas of the Black Hills could help increase the bighorn sheep population in South 

Dakota (figure 5). 

 

 
Figure 2: Bighorn sheep management – research on disease in bighorn sheep populations 
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Figure 3: Bighorn sheep management – groups should work together to manage bighorn sheep 

 

 

 
Figure 4: Bighorn sheep management – habitat improvement could benefit bighorn sheep 
populations 
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Figure 5: Bighorn sheep management – relocating bighorn sheep into disease free areas of the 
Black Hills 

  

Hunting Opportunity – The importance of bighorn sheep hunting opportunities 

was measured using a five-point scale where 1 = very unimportant, 2 = unimportant, 3 = 

neither unimportant nor important, 4 = important, and 5 = very important. Seventy-two 

percent (n=1,745) of bighorn sheep applicants indicated the opportunity to hunt bighorn 

sheep in South Dakota was either important or very important to them (figure 6). 

Seventeen percent indicated this opportunity was either unimportant or very 

unimportant to them. Substantively, there is little to no difference on responses to the 

five previously discussed management questions between bighorn sheep applicants 

who indicated the opportunity to hunt bighorn sheep was unimportant and those who felt 

it was important. 
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Figure 6: Importance of opportunity to hunt bighorn sheep in South Dakota 

 

 Additional Management Funds – To gauge bighorn sheep applicants’ opinion 

regarding the use of additional funds to manage bighorn sheep populations in South 

Dakota, respondents were asked how strongly do you support or oppose using 

additional funds for managing bighorn sheep to expand the population and potentially 

increase the resident tag quota in South Dakota.2 Additionally, respondents were told 

possible uses of these funds could include increased research, habitat improvement, 

additional staffing, and efforts to bring in bighorn sheep from other states and provinces. 

Eighty percent of respondents either supported or strongly supported the use of 

additional funds within this context (figure 7). Nearly 13 percent of respondents 

indicated they were neutral on this point, while the remaining 7 percent indicated they 

                                                
2
 Measurement scale used: 1 = strongly oppose, 2 = oppose, 3 = neither oppose nor support, 4 = support, 

and 5 = strongly support 
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were opposed or strongly opposed to using additional funds for bighorn sheep 

management. 

 

 
Figure 7: Level of support for and opposition to use of additional funds to manage bighorn sheep 
in South Dakota 

 

 Auction Tag – Currently, bighorn sheep licenses in South Dakota are issued 

through a lottery system for residents. To gauge bighorn sheep applicants’ opinion 

regarding establishing an auction tag in addition to the tags currently available to 

residents through the lottery, respondents were presented with a short paragraph (figure 

8) describing the auction tag and asked to indicate their level of support. Following the 

short paragraph respondents were presented with the following question: 

If 100% of the money generated from an auction tag was used to 
complement current bighorn sheep management efforts and potentially 
lead to an increase in the population and number of available resident 
tags, how strongly do you support or oppose allowing both residents and 
non-residents to bid annually on one bighorn sheep auction tag? 
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The majority (53%) of respondents indicated they supported or strongly supported 

allowing both residents and non-residents to bid annually on one bighorn sheep auction 

tag (figure 9). Eleven percent of respondents neither opposed nor supported the auction 

tag, and 36 percent opposed or strongly opposed establishing a bighorn sheep auction 

tag. 

 

 
Figure 8: Supplemental information provided to respondents 

 

 
Figure 9: Level of support for and opposition to establishing a bighorn sheep auction tag 
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 Respondents’ level of support for using additional funds to manage bighorn 

sheep was positively associated with their level of support for the auction tag (Pearson r 

= 0.39; p <0.001).3 The stronger their support for using additional funds for bighorn 

sheep management, the stronger their support for the auction tag. Given that only 170 

respondents indicated some level of opposition to using additional funds and 861 

respondents indicated opposition to the auction tag, opposition to the use of additional 

funds is most likely not the only factor associated with opposition to a bighorn sheep 

tag. Respondents were also given the opportunity to provide additional comments at the 

end of the survey. One hundred and forty-one pages of comments were received from 

1,084 survey respondents. These comments did not have to be specific to any question 

asked on the survey; however, many of the comments did specifically relate back to the 

auction tag question. There were two prevalent themes in the comments received from 

respondents who indicated opposition to the auction tag and clearly referenced the 

auction tag question in their comment. Comments indicating problems with having an 

auction tag available to non-residents and questions regarding the fairness of an 

auction tag were made. All comments received as part of this survey are included in 

appendix B of this report.  

 

  

                                                
3
 The Pearson correlation coefficient, r, is a measure of strength of an association between two variables, 

and ranges in value from -1 to +1. A value of 0 indicates there is no association between the two 
variables. A value greater than 0 indicates a positive association exists, and a value less than 0 indicates 
an inverse association exists. Weak associations are indicated by a value of ±0.1 to ±0.29, medium 
associations are indicated by a value of ±0.3 to ±0.49, and a strong association by ±0.5 to ±1.0. 
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Appendix A 
Email Invitation & Survey Instrument (format adjusted) 
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Bighorn Sheep in South Dakota – 2012 
Resident Big Game Hunter Opinion Survey 

 
 

 

 

Please read each question and indicate your answer in the space provided. All information you 
provide will be treated confidentially and will not be linked to your name. 
 
 
Q1. How important or unimportant to you is the opportunity to hunt bighorn sheep in South 
Dakota? 
 
 Please CHECK one: 
 

 

Very

Unimportant
Unimportant

Neither

Unimportant

nor Important

Important
Very

Important

□ □ □ □ □  
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Q2. How strongly do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements about 
bighorn sheep management in South Dakota? 

 

 (SD)  Strongly Disagree 
 (D) Disagree 
 (N) Neither Disagree nor Agree 
 (A) Agree 
 (SA) Strongly Agree 
 

Please CHECK one for each statement: 

STATEMENT SD D N A SA

A. The public, conservation groups, and GFP do not have to worry about

bighorn sheep populations in SD, because they can recover and increase

without help.
□ □□□ □

B. Research and management focused on problems with disease in bighorn

sheep could help increase populations in SD.
□ □□□ □

C. The public, conservation groups, and GFP should work together to manage

bighorn sheep populations in SD.
□ □□□ □

D. Improving bighorn sheep habitat could help increase the population in SD □ □□□ □
E. Relocating bighorn sheep from other states and provinces into disease

free areas of the Black Hills could help increase the bighorn sheep

population in SD.
□ □□□ □

 
 
Q3. How strongly do you support or oppose using additional funds for managing bighorn sheep 

to expand the population and potentially increase the resident tag quota in South Dakota? 
Possible uses of these funds include increased research, habitat improvement, additional 
staffing, and efforts to bring in bighorn sheep from other states and provinces. 

 
 Please CHECK one: 
 

Strongly

Oppose
Oppose

Neither Oppose

nor Support
Support

Strongly

Support

□ □ □ □ □
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Q4. Currently, bighorn sheep licenses are issued through a lottery system. If 100% of the 

money generated from an auction tag was used to complement current bighorn sheep 
management efforts and potentially lead to an increase in the population and number of 
available resident tags, how strongly do you support or oppose allowing both residents and 
non-residents to bid annually on one bighorn sheep auction tag? 

 
 Please CHECK one: 
 

Strongly

Oppose
Oppose

Neither Oppose

nor Support
Support

Strongly

Support

□ □ □ □ □
 

 

Thank You! 
 

Thank you very much for your valuable time completing this survey. 
Results from this survey will be posted on GFP’s webpage. 

 
You can use this space for any comments you would like to make. These comments will be 
typed (provided they are legible) and put into a report that will be given to the Game, Fish & 
Parks Commissioners, staff biologists and administrators, and made available to the public. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In addition to hunting license revenues and federal aid funds, a complementary source for funding 
the research and long-term management needs of bighorn sheep is to offer hunters the 
opportunity to bid on a license at auction. One bighorn sheep tag would be auctioned to provide 
additional money to fund bighorn sheep management needs and potentially increase the species 
population and number of available resident tags. Evidence from surrounding western states 
indicates making auction tag opportunities available to both residents and non-residents 
considerably increases the amount of money generated for the species management. It is 
estimated an auction tag could potentially sell for $60,000 to $80,000 per year, with 100% of the 
proceeds returned to complement the current management efforts of bighorn sheep in South 
Dakota. In addition to the auction tag proceeds, an additional $50,000 to $80,000 per year would 
be donated by conservation organizations. The total money that would go directly toward bighorn 
sheep management is estimated to be $110,000 to $160,000 per year. The following question 
addresses the idea of auctioning off a bighorn sheep license in South Dakota. 
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 Appendix B 
Bighorn Sheep Hunter Opinion Survey: Comments 

 
 

*Note – 2,436 responses to the 2012 bighorn sheep hunter opinion survey were received. Forty-
four percent of respondents (1084) provided additional comments to the survey. Respondents’ 
comments did not have to be specific to any question asked on the survey, but rather they were 
free to provide additional comments at the end. Many of the comments did relate to question 
four, which pertained to the establishment of one bighorn sheep auction tag for residents and 
non-residents. All comments are included here; however, they are organized by the 
respondents’ level of support for or opposition to a resident and non-resident bighorn sheep 
auction tag. Within each subcategory the comments are presented in numerical order of 
respondent ID number. Comments are presented here in the letter case they were submitted. 
Misspellings and grammar are corrected when doing so would not change the intent of the 
comment. Where expletives were used, they were not removed or substituted for. In the case 
where symbols were substituted, this was done in the original comment. 
 
 
Strongly Opposed or Opposed (477 comments) 
 
1100056 I think if there would be an auction tag it should be for residents only. 
 
1100473 I would strongly support the auctioning off of a tag as long as it was for residents 

only!  I would be highly disappointed if a non-resident were able to have the 
opportunity to harvest a big horn sheep in South Dakota before residents. Thanks 

 
1100647 Auction tags are a joke only helping the rich get what they want. If they cared 

enough about the sheep they could donate the money 
 
1100858 Management has to change, extending seasons after they have closed is absurd. 

This is mismanagement and abuse of a renewable resource. When the season is 
over it is closed. It used to be that way and it seemed to work just fine just like we 
could buy deer tags over the counter oh but that’s when we had a good deer herd. 

 
1100997 I do not feel that non-residents should be able to hunt sheep in SD at all. If I, as a 

lifelong resident of SD cannot draw a tag, I do not feel that a wealthy non-resident 
should be able to hunt them in this state. With that being said, I would certainly like 
to see an increase of the population as it would obviously increase my odds of 
drawing a tag potentially. I am a middle class citizen and could not / would not pay 
$60K++ to shoot a sheep in the Hills. It is becoming all too obvious that drawing 
tags in the Black Hills as a resident is too difficult. I can’t seem to even draw a deer 
tag out west let alone an elk tag. I can’t blame management of these species as 
the only issue preventing me from drawing a tag although I don’t know what else to 
"blame" it on. I hope this information is useful.    Thanks much~ 

 
1101000 We only gave out two tags for 2012. Rich people hunting for 50 percent of the tags 

does not settle well with me. Very-very few South Dakotans people could afford 
this tag. I realize the sheep have major issues with pneumonia, and the lambs die-
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off at an alarming rate. But there seems to be this big elephant in the room that the 
SDGFP never brought up in this survey, or brings up unless forced to.  Mountain 
Lions.  I have up to 20 years of preference built for Bighorns, Mountain Goats, and 
CSP Elk.  Because of disease, Mt. Lions, they don't even have seasons anymore.  
Now you want to let rich people from out-of-state come and by one of the two tags 
left???  I just don't get it. Did the elk in Custer State park all get pneumonia too?  
How about the elk in the Black Hills outside the park?  What about the Mountain 
Goat population, more pneumonia for them too?  The deer population has dropped 
in the Hills at an alarming rate, must be the Black Hills animal pneumonia 
pandemic!!  You guys have a tough job; I could not do it nearly as well.  I respect 
the challenges you face trying to make everybody happy, but giving rich people 50 
percent of the Bighorn tags does not seem right to me. Having said that, I've 
coached Football and Track in this state for thirty years. If I ignored obvious stuff 
like mountain lion predation on Elk calves in Custer State Park I would never win 
another game, and I'd lose the respect of my players. Maybe I should let all of the 
rich kids buy their way into a starting spot on my team, that way I can afford at 
Bighorn Sheep tag in South Dakota!!! 

 
1101094 Being 72 years old my chances of ever hunting Bighorn Sheep in S.D. are pretty 

astronomical. I do support efforts to improve the availability of increasing their 
numbers for the opportunity to hunt them and because they are a natural part of 
the Black Hills ecosystem. However, I think that it is important that the opportunity 
to hunt these magnificent animals be limited to residents only. While the GF&P has 
done a great job of creating access for the average hunter in the state, the amount 
of land that is being grabbed by nonresidents and commercialization has impacted 
those same opportunities. It’s somewhat like the '60s when nonresidents were 
crowding out the local waterfowl hunters by buying up prime tracts of hunting land 
limiting access to some good hunting. In essence, my comment is trying to say 
while I support efforts to increase habitat and numbers, don't sell out the resident 
hunter. 

 
1101169 I think to help increase the big horn population is to decrease the mountain Lions.  

When you can kill almost 1 lion per day without dogs.  Should tell you something.  
Now about this auction deal, you guys are making it all about money.  I can barely 
afford it the way it is already.  The auction just takes all the poor people out of the 
equation.  You guys are getting to be all about money. 

 
1101208 While I certainly think it is important to raise additional funds to help bighorn sheep 

management in the Black Hills I disagree with auctioning off a tag to accomplish 
this.  I think the fact that South Dakota has 100% of its tags go to lottery for 
residents only is both positive and unique.  Are there other ideas for raising funds?  
Or maybe we can focus on getting some of the sheep applicants to volunteer their 
own time or expertise.  I just strongly feel that we need to keep money out of the 
equation when it comes to deciding who has the opportunity to get a tag or not. 

 
1101271 I marked appose on the last question because I don't think it is right to let the non-

residents bid on the license.  Try it for a year with just residents and see what kind 
of money it brings.  If it is a flop then invite the non-residents.  Send out a survey to 
other states and see how much interest they would have in the tag and a person 
could decide by then.    I don't think improving the habitat is going to be a huge 
factor in bringing the sheep back.  They have plenty of good habitats.  The game 
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fish and parks have to learn how to manage the mountain lions and that would be a 
good start to bringing the sheep back.  Transporting sheep in is useless if they are 
all eaten by the mountain lions. 

 
1101276 I might be in favor of the auction tag when the state is drawing more than 1 or 2 

tags.  My first idea would be to only auction a tag off to SD residents and see how 
much $ that would generate. 

 
1101295 I think the auction is grossly unfair....the rich are going to get the license the 

normal, everyday guy will not stand a chance.  Also, for Pete's sake...why are you 
even considering nonresident licenses for Big Horn Sheep in SD?  I strongly 
oppose any type of auction or reward system other than what is in place now.  If 
you need money that bad, you will not have my support or anyone else’s I can talk 
out of it.  Why don't we put all our limited licenses on an auction basis and then we 
can have all the rich people get to hunt and our youth and average guys can sit 
and watch!  This is exactly the kind of thinking that leads to disrespect for our 
Government Agencies 

 
1101303 NO!! nonresidents!  I’m tired of the SDGFP selling our tags to nonresidents. Let 

some grad students work on disease and if the GFP would come forward and 
accept the fact that we have way to many cats in the hills and knock the current 
population down about 80% we would have way more sheep and elk. 

 
1101311 Should only be auctioned for residents 
 
1101422 We have the ability to raise funds and allow only SD resident hunting our 

economics is very strong you can count on my support no out of state license 
though most will support without the license 

 
1101660 If you use the bidding system the man with most money wins.  That is what is 

wrong with hunting today in my eyes. I want my son and daughter to get to hunt. It 
is hard enough keeping land owners from going to paid hunting. 

 
1101768 While I appreciate idea of raising extra money, the idea of selling our wildlife to the 

highest bidder at an auction absolutely stinks!  I would be much more supportive of 
a special raffle specifically for the sheep where the allocation of the license is still 
left to chance but people could try and bend the odds in their favor by buying more 
chances in the drawing and/or increasing the application fee under our current 
system to increase revenue.    I will be greatly disappointed if the SDGFP supports 
an auction format for the allocation of any of "our" wildlife.  Thanks for the 
opportunity to comment on this. Let's fix the landowner elk license preference as 
well.  No one deserves an elk license every year when some are unable to draw a 
license in their lifetime. Certain wealthy people have bought land for the purpose of 
being eligible for an elk license ever year that stinks as well! 

 
1101781 Move as many as you want, raise as much money as you can ,and the cats will still 

eat them. 
 
1101998 If you would kill all the mountain lions some of the sheep would probably survive!!!! 
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1102038 Bighorn seasons should be resident only until there is a significant sheep 
population. Residents should def. be first priority! 

 
1102131 I would be for auctioning off a tag if it was limited to residents only. 
 
1103034 South Dakota hunting for South Dakota only 
 
1103206 I feel that an auction tag is an extremely poor option to raise money to fund a 

bighorn sheep program. I think money raised from other forms in South Dakota 
hunting can be used to support the bighorn sheep and other big game programs 
without letting the big money of this world buy another sheep tag. We are that envy 
of the world for pheasants why don't we increase that license and use the extra for 
big game like elk, bighorn sheep and mountain goats. If every pheasant hunter 
paid an additional dollar we would raise over $165,000 that would be more than 
twice the estimated revenue amount from an auction tag.  We could raise the 
nonresident small game licenses by $5 dollars and raise $485,000 to be used for 
bighorn sheep and other wildlife issues in this state. This amount is more 6 times 
the estimated amount an auction tag would bring. There are many of us that have 
many years of preference and would rather see our people get to hunt these 
animals than some big money person who does not wait their turn only has the 
money.  These tags need to go to our resident hunters. 

 
1103291 I do not know what the impact that mountain lions have on the bighorn sheep but 

before investing all that money in importing Big Horn Sheep from other states we 
should take care of that issue first.  Our Deer/Elk population has been decimated 
by the mountain lions.   If the food source starts to dwindle low enough they will kill 
the sheep too.  Just my opinion. 

 
1103451 I would support a limited lottery for one tag with increased cost of application say 

only first 400 applicants for $200 chance at one tag or some type of other limited 
lottery for an affordable chance that everyone could have the chance to participate 
in financially.  Maybe even 200 tickets sold for $400 for a chance at a bighorn 
sheep tag.  I pay $100 just for a preference point in other states for an elk tag 
every year and this would be an amount most hunters in SD could participate in the 
process of a greater chance of receiving the tag but raise additional funds.  I would 
strongly support a limited lottery system with increased cost of application. 

 
1103562 If the people in charge wouldn't have let them die all off we wouldn't have to sell a 

tag to someone rich from out of state to support the bighorn sheep in SD.  It is 
unfair to allow someone rich to buy a tag when someone like me puts in for the 
drawing.  I pay taxes in SD for a reason and it appears my money has been 
wasted because the sheep were not managed well.  The former Governor of SD 
even though how the sheep were managed was awful and he even made public 
statements about it and to try to fix this problem with selling off the sheep I have 
rights to is a little low in my opinion. 

 
1103597 I oppose any more future non-resident hunting opportunities in SD. If the state 

would like to auction an adventure vacation that focuses around bighorn sheep 
research and lodges the winners at CSP, GREAT, but no more hunting licenses! It 
always starts with one tag but changes as time goes by. The Special Buck license 
is a good example of how commercial hunting and non-resident interests have 
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destroyed opportunities for new and local sportsmen. Thank you for allowing input 
into this decision. 

 
1103619 South Dakota has high resident license costs and low non-resident costs. Most 

other states have lower resident costs and higher non-resident costs. If you want 
more money for hunting conservation etc., consider raising the non-resident prices 
a lot and dropping resident prices a little.  $20 for a resident buck license is plenty. 
Many other states resident fees are under $15 for the same license. Let the non-
residents help us foot the bill for this stuff like others states have us help them. If 
you do consider doing the auction, I believe it should only be available to residents. 

 
1103628 I have never and will never support a tag system that gives preference to the rich 

and excludes the poor. If money is the issue that lies between the existing and an 
improved Bighorn Sheep herd then have a separate draw for each tag that is given 
out. If you give out three tags then have three separate draws. People that are not 
blessed with cash can still send in for as many draws as they choose and the GFP 
can increase their revenues received for applying for a Bighorn tag. Win-Win   

 
1103637 I have sheep on and around our place and do not feel outside animals or group 

need to do GFP jobs. You people do a great job and outside influences in my 
opinion can be a bad idea! Thanks for what you do. 

 
1103674 Previously when I have made this suggestion it has fallen on deaf ears, but I will try 

it again. Allow hunting of mountain lion year around in the specific areas inhabited 
by mountain goats and bighorn sheep. I have heard the "reports" that GF&P don't 
think lions are responsible for the decline of elk, deer, goats & sheep.  Sorry, I don't 
buy that conclusion.    At LEAST protect the sheep and goats from lion kill by 
allowing a year round season for lions in those areas. This really seems like a no-
brainer. Thanks for considering this suggestion.   

 
1103687 If tags are sold, only the rich will have the opportunity to hunt.  The state need to 

get really aggressive on taking care of the over populated hills with mountain lions.  
They are definitely reducing the number of animals in the hills and therefore your 
reducing the number of licenses being sold. 

 
1103703 If someone can afford $60,000 to 80,000 for a sheep tag, then that person could 

undoubtedly hunt anywhere they want to.  I am not in favor of providing trophy 
hunting for the rich. Please keep the big horn sheep tag in South Dakota for 
residents through our current lottery system.  One solution to raising money for 
research could be to increase the cost of a preference point.  Charge those 
applying for the sheep tags more than the current $5.  Would $20 raise enough 
money?  Would $50? 

 
1103721 Although the extra money would help, with only 2 or 3 tags available they should 

be for residents.  If in the future, if the population recovers enough then the auction 
idea is feasible. I think hunters should be given the chance to donate to the sheep 
management like we do for the hungry or   anti-poaching programs. At the end of 
on-line license application give us the chance to donate there. 

 
1103751 I don't see where allowing non-residents to hunt our sheep will bring any more 

opportunities for me to be able to hunt sheep in SD.  Selling tags is an option but 
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there is very few people in our state that will spend $50,000 to shot one here but 
rather someone else will.  I think we need to spend more efforts controlling 
predators.  It seems money is not a problem for our GFP, rather what their focus is, 
pheasants, deer, elk, and mtn. lions.  Overall please don't open our sheep hunting 
to nonresidents because it becomes a game of who can spend the most. 

 
1103774 I support the effort, but I know the only way I will ever be able to hunt bighorns is 

by a lottery in S.D. I know from past experience when non-resident tags become 
available the S.D. residence will be slowly shut out. This has happened to other 
seasons like west river deer. I am an international hunter with much traveling 
experience and I have seen the long term effect on the availability of opportunities 
drop for resident hunters in other western states. 

 
1103803 Keep non res. out of this and I would be in support. 
 
1103817 The mountain lions you guys said were not in the Hills ate the Sheep.  Our State's 

game is not for sale. 
 
1103894 I do strongly oppose auctioning off tags like this because again it allows the rich to 

participate and most others not to participate.  We will never have an abundance of 
sheep in South Dakota.  We just have too little habitat they can survive in. 

 
1103901 I do not agree with governors tags. They are not the answer.  I would rather raise 

all fees for residents to produce financial assistance that's needed. 
 
1103903 Why not just raise the price for preference points of resident big horn sheep tags to 

like 10 bucks. I don't like the idea of turning SD hunting into a money game. That’s 
what makes us so special and unique from other states. There is opportunity here 
for everyone wealthy or poor to enjoy the outdoors. 

 
1103912 Please do not let nonresidents hunt our sheep.  If you want to raise more money 

increase licenses fees for everybody especially for nonresident pheasant and 
fishing. It seems as time goes on the SD GDP is more interested in money and 
economic development. My father was a commissioner for 8 years -I think the GFP 
has lost the vision of the average SD hunter and focused more on corporate side of 
hunting and fishing in SD. I don't think my kids will have the same great outdoors 
experience that I had growing up in this state! 

 
1103936 I don't believe we can throw public tax dollars at this problem, if this is done solely 

on fees charged by SDGF&P, that I consider OK. We should be very careful on the 
conservation groups we associate with; some of these groups don't have the 
interest of the sportsmen in mind at all. 

 
1104110 An auction tag would only provide a chance for only the rich to obtain a chance to 

hunt and any recovery from the use of the monies would probably put the chance 
for hunt a generation away. 

 
1104123 I DO NOT APPROVE THE SALE OF TAGS TO OUT OF STATE HUNTERS 

WHEN I CANNOT DRAW A TAG HERE MYSELF. YOU SAY HAVING THE 
MONEY FROM THE OUT OF STATE TAGES COULD HELP THE HABITAT AND 
GROWTH OF THE BIGHORN SHEEP.. PROBLEM IS MAYBE WE NEED 
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BETTER BIOLOGIST THAT KNOWS HOW TO MANAGE WILDLIFE. OUR ELK, 
MULEDEER, AND WHITE TAIL DEER ARE ALL IN DECLINE THANKS TO OUR 
OVER ABOUNDANCE OF MOINTAIN LIONS. WE NEED TO START MANAGING 
THEM BEFORE WE CAN BRING IN SHEEP FROM OTHER STATES TO JUST 
LET THEM GET ATE BY OUR MOUNTAIN LIONS... SEEMS TO ME THATS A 
PRETTY EXPENSIVE MEAL FOR THEM.. WE HAD A GREAT ELK HEARD 
GOING AND NOW THAT HAS DWINDLED DOWN TO NOTHING. THE GF&P 
NEED TO NOT WORRY ABOUT THE POLITICS ABOUT IT AND DO WHATS 
RIGHT FOR ALL WILDLIFE. JUST BECAUSE SOMEONE COMES UP WITH A 
MOUNTAIN LION FOUNDATION DOESN'R MEAN THEY ARE ENDANGERED.  
PEOPLE THINK WE WANT TO WIPE OUT THE LIONS WHICH IS FALSE I 
WANT TO HUNT THEM SO THAT MEANS MAKING THE POPULATION 
SUSTAINABLE FOR THE BLACK HILLS. WYOMING THEMSELVES JUST 
UPPED THE QUOTA ON THERE SIDE BECAUSE WE HAVE A PROBLEM. 

 
1104164 Strongly oppose the use of a tag so some rich guy can move to the front of the 

pack, from out of state potentiality, and hunt something I can't even draw a tag for.  
I would rather see more of the Pittman Robinson money, which is at record levels, 
used to improve the population and habitat.  Quit using the money from license 
fees to purchase walk in areas that have little or no hunting opportunity and apply it 
to this project.  Do not sell an elite tag to some elite snob so they can come to SD 
and then brag about being able to be one of the few that could afford to come here 
and take one of our sheep.  Will strongly oppose this. 

 
1104172 Having an auction will only allow someone to buy a tag if they have enough money, 

save the auction tag and in several years issue more resident tags that everyone 
applying would have a chance to get. 

 
1104184 I have been hunting in the Black Hills since I was 12 with my family. In the last 15 

years I feel like the management of the elk, deer, mountain goat, bighorn sheep 
and now the mountain lion has been very inaccurate.  I remember when the elk 
herd was 1200 head in CSP back in the early 1980's. I remember when the deer 
population continually produces 5 point bucks in the northern hills as well as the 
central hills. I remember when the big horn sheep in the BH and CSP continually 
produced 8 year old rams; we had a very good healthy population of sheep and the 
biologist still only allowed at the most 6 tags a year. We could have taken more 
rams and still had a healthy population. From a management perspective if I had 
managed my business like the state has done with our game animals over the last 
15 years I would no longer be in business. To watch this over the years has been 
frustrating and disappointing as I feel the level of accountability has been lacking 
with our state biologists. 

 
1104210 Lets face more important issues such as lion overpopulation, private domestic 

sheep within the black hills fire district. Why do we want to increase the population 
for the rich hunter, $60,000 for a tag, not a chance and then allow out of state 
hunters in- why. Sounds like government at its best (or worst) again. Let’s be 
proactive and manage huntable wildlife for state residents and quit wasting money 
on political gains. 
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1104293 I VERY STRONGLY OPPOSE AUCTIONING TAGS TO THE HIGHEST BIDDER.  
This opens up big game hunting (for sheep in this case) for the RICH.  More 
money could be raised by the non-refundable fee charged to all applicants.     

 
1104301 We need to keep hunting a sport that anyone can participate in, not just the rich. I 

do not like the idea of letting an out-of-stater with lots money buy one of the few 
residence sheep tags in the hills. 

 
1104311 need to get rid of the mountain lions. There are way too many and not only are 

they killing the bighorns they are killing the elk and the deer! The 1st step to 
restoring the big horns is getting rid of the lions. No matter how good of habitat you 
have, or how much money you put in, if the lions are killing them faster than they 
can reproduce you will get nowhere. 

 
1104467 While I understand the reasoning behind auctioning off a license to enable SDGFP 

to secure a large amount of funds for sheep protection and increasing their 
numbers in South Dakota, I hate the idea that someone from out of state or some 
rich resident can bypass all the years' of putting in applications, in the slim hope 
that I and other "commoners" without the means to participate in this bidding war 
take each year! I am sure that many of those who may take the time to read my 
comments will scoff, just as certainly that they are also among those with the big 
money to walk in and be handed this coveted tag!  This will be yet another example 
of how hunting is being taken from the average hunter to benefit those with money 
and large tracts of South Dakota land now unavailable to most South Dakotans. I 
am the Director at the Rapid City Club for Boys and have tried strongly to 
encourage our boys to become sportsmen involved in both hunting and fishing.  I 
try to build a love and respect in my boys for the outdoors- and while I do I wonder 
what their opportunities will be in the future, if we begin to sell our natural treasures 
to only the highest bidder!  Respectfully   

 
1104520 I oppose the auction idea as it only makes hunting a rich man’s sport. Our sheep 

population is very small in comparison to other states and will remain so partially 
due to our smaller land base that is capable of sustaining sheep. We do not have, 
nor ever will have, enough sheep to warrant bringing in even one non-resident 
hunter per year. As a retired federal employee and a once South Dakota Game 
Fish and Parks employee I know that every department has a solid "if we had more 
money we could do more.” Well when is there ever enough?  Enough is what 
you've got in your budget approved by the legislators. Big Game Auctions are 
literally a form of gambling. Let’s not get into gambling with our Game and Fish 
Departments budgets and get addicted to the rich man’s money.      Thanks for 
asking my opinion. 

 
1104542 I agree with the whole concept except allowing the auctioned tag to be purchased 

by a non-resident.  If there is going to be an auctioned bighorn tag, I believe it 
should only be available to a resident of South Dakota.  It may not generate quite 
as much revenue, but I still think it should be a resident only tag. 

 
1104591 I am strongly opposed to auction type tags.  It is not good for the common hunter 

or the sport. 
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1104596 NON-RESIDENTS SHOULD NOT BE INCLUDED IN THIS DRAWING BECAUSE 
OF THE LIMITED TAGS THAT ARE ISSUED. 

 
1104663 Game belongs to the people in general and is not subject to bid process by the 

wealthy. The same revenue could be generated by increases in the application fee. 
Anyone wanting a chance to hunt big horns can afford a fee such as $30-50 for the 
drawing process. A small increase to the license fee would also contribute funds. 
The idea that game should ever be auctioned off to the highest bidder (wealthy) is 
contrary to the American concept of all people owning the game. Perhaps even the 
opportunity to buy additional lottery preference points (limited to one additional 
each year and probably at an increased cost i.e.; price + $30) would raise 
substantial additional funds. My thoughts are that there are plenty of acceptable 
ways to raise funds that don't favor the wealthy exclusively (perhaps even more 
than an auction) if you utilize the strength of many. I cannot afford to bid for the 
license at $160,000 but there is no reason that myself and other hunters across the 
State who are really interested in hunting Big Horns can't contribute reasonable 
amounts for a chance particularly when those funds go to support the potential of 
greater hunting opportunities. $50 for an annual preference point is very 
reasonable for the hunt of a life time. $75-$100 would not be out of the question. 
The current application fee is totally inadequate and outdated....same can be said 
for other limited hunts as well. As a true sportsman I understand that my sport 
costs money. If a box of ammunition now costs over $30 why would I or anyone 
expect a license cost little more (example deer)? 

 
1104840 More Mountain Lion control is need to help sheep and lamb survival as well as elk, 

mountain goat and deer.  We have too many lions! 
 
1104914 I would rather see a single sheep tag be raffled off similar to what the RMEF does 

with the CSP elk tag or what the SDWF does with the CSP bison tag.  I understand 
that an auction may generate more revenue with less work, but I don't want to see 
SD game auctioned off to the highest bidder. 

 
1104964 Auctioning off a tag might generate dollars but only the rich would get the tag. I 

can't afford to pay even $5,000 much less $50,000. The average hunter gets left 
out. 

 
1104966 If the state of SD starts a rich man’s hunting for big game animals, than I will be 

done hunting that specific species. Colorado, Arizona and other states have been 
ruined and have an unfair advantage for the wealthy to purchase a trophy tag. 
These trophy tags seem to be a very prolific and sought after commodity with the 
wealthy trophy hunters and leave the working class people out. I do understand 
that there have been budget cuts across the board with the state of SD, but this is 
not something that we as South Dakota hunters want to see happen. There are 
other ways of raising funding to help our wildlife and still leaving OUR lottery 
system the way that it is. Please keep this kind of hunting OUT of South Dakota.    

 
1105115 I do agree that the bighorn sheep in the hills are very important; however I also feel 

that opening a tag up to auction could lead to other groups wanting to do the same 
for other animals (RMEF, Mule Deer foundation, etc.) With the limited number tags 
available to residents and the number of years it takes to draw and in the case of 
sheep you might never draw the tag I feel it’s important to keep it open only to 
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residents. At this moment there are only 3 tags available for bighorns which would 
mean that one of those tags would no longer be available to the general draw, 
further lowering the odds. It is very important to help the sheep population in the 
hills, but there are other ways. There are many sheep that are killed by disease, 
poachers, or cars those could be sold and the funds used for the same goal. 

 
1105135 I am uncomfortable supporting what would prove to be an easy way to buy a sheep 

tag for the rich, while I will live here my entire life and may not draw a tag. I would 
like to see the population increase, but for this to happen you must reduce the 
mountain lion population. You so-called experts don't have a clue how many lions 
are in the hills. Two have been killed in Rapid this past week, both females; doesn't 
that tell you anything? THERE'S TOO MANY LIONS FOR THE HABITAT! They're 
being pushed out by one another because there's too many! Deer population: 
down. Elk population: down. Mountain goats: gone. I don't have an issue with 
having lions in the hills; they belong as do the other species. But there are simply 
too many and the population needs to be reduced significantly. Please do the right 
thing and increase the kill quota to reasonably reduce the numbers. Thanks for 
doing the right thing. 

 
1105149 In my opinion your introduction of mountain lions to the black hills ecosystem has 

done as much or more to decrease the population of big horn sheep as the passing 
of disease from domestic sheep.  I believe it will take several years before the 
birthing mothers of both elk and sheep learn (if ever) to keep to the open short 
grass areas rather than the thicker more heavily timbered areas with their young.  I 
don't think the current breeding age females have the instincts to combat the 
current lion population/depredation.  And, by the time that natural selection begins 
to favor the passing of the genes that allow for increased calf/lamb survival the 
wolves will be well established locally and inflicting their own mortality rates. 

 
1105196 oppose nonresident hunters for sheep tags.  There is considerable wealth in SD 

and I feel GF&P could raise $60,000-80,000 without the aid of nonresident bidders 
on sheep tags. 

 
1105238 If there are only currently between 1 and 3 bighorn sheep tags and you sell one to 

an out of state person in an auction that is a relatively high percentage of the 
available licenses. 

 
1105420 Bighorn Sheep license should never be offered to non-residence of South Dakota. 
 
1105464 For several years now there hasn't been a season.  With this high dollar hunt I 

don't see much changing with that for residents but one wealthy individual would 
get to hunt them.  Millions of dollars are generated annually through license sales.  
I don't believe money is the root cause of the problem, I am seeing the same 
downward trend with the elk herd and an upward trend with mountain lions.  I feel it 
is a management issue, not a money issue. 

 
1105669 The lottery system seems to be a fair way to allot tags.  Putting the tags up for 

auction would remove the common person’s ability to ever get a tag. 
 
1105684 As a general rule, I am opposed to any effort of a state agency to auction off a 

limited resource to the highest bidder.  I fully support this type of auction in the 
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private sector but not for a publicly owned resource.  If you want to raise more 
funds, perhaps you would consider increasing the application fee for the existing 
applicants.  An extra $10 would not seem to be a major hardship for a "once in a 
lifetime" tag.  Perhaps you could even let non-residents apply for the tag at a 
slightly higher application fee and a substantially higher license cost. 

 
1105724 Let's get the population up so we can hunt again 
 
1105738 Again, people with money to burn would get the hands up on getting a license.  

The number of license could potentially increase?  Ya sure. Keep the out of staters 
with all the money out. Do you hear me? 

 
1105750 one auction tag might be ok if it meant a larger herd but it probably would lead to 

more or all tags issued that way. 
 
1105780 Up the limit on Mountain lion tags! Better use of funds we already have. We don’t 

need big money buying our animals. The lottery system works great for our SD 
residents. 

 
1105882 THIS IS THE CRAZIEST IDEA THAT YOU GUYS AND GALS HAVE COME UP 

WITH. THIS  WOULD ONLY ALLOW SOME RICH NON-RESIDENT SHOOTER 
TO COME IN AND SHOOT A  BIG HORN SHEEP THAT I HAVE BEEN 
APPLYING FOR YEARS, AND BY THE WAY  I HAVE LIVED AND HUNTED IN 
SOUTH DAKOTA MY ENTIRE LIFE. THIS JUST OPENS THE DOOR FOR NON-
RESIDENT ELK TAGS ALSO?????? THIS IS A VERY BAD IDEA!!!!!!! 

 
1106015 There are so few tags available in SD now that putting one up for auction does not 

make any sense to me. You are trying to spin this into great revenue generation 
tool to help bring back the numbers when it looks like maybe the GFP should have 
been managing the resource better thru the years. I have been applying for this tag 
for a long time, and I feel that an auction tag would eliminate most average 
sportsman in SD. I would not be opposed to a raffle ticket draw; I buy tickets from 
Wyoming, Arizona, Colo., Ky., and New Mexico. These tags are so expensive and 
hard to draw that this is the only option the average person has to get one. It is 
hard to believe much of what the SD GFP tells the public, we were told by the GFP 
that the mountain lions were not a problem publicly when behind the scenes the 
dept. and any of us that spent any time in the hills knew different. I would work 
more on restoring the public’s trust and less on trying generate extra revenue by 
auctioning off half of our SD big horn sheep tags. The RMEF raffles one CSP elk 
tag, due to the fantastic management of that elk herd the one tag is now 1/3 of our 
tags. Thank you for the great job with that resource. To be clear, I am against 
auctioning a Bighorn sheep tag!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

 
1106021 GF&P needs to eliminate the mountain lion and focus on disease control and 

habitat. Keep the out of state people and the high bidder out of the picture. 
 
1106045 I would support the auctioning of 1 tag but only if it's an additional tag and not 50% 

of the tags now available. 
 
1106072 If a tag is to be taken away from the lottery system and made available to non-

residents it should not be made solely available to the super wealthy. I would not 
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oppose such a tag be used in a raffle system as long as the price of the raffle ticket 
was not so high that the average SD resident could not afford to purchase. GFP 
could generate a large sum of money for such a tag and before making it available 
make sure that the group that would donate the additional funds for the auction tag 
still put up the cash. 

 
1106133 Unfortunately, hunting in South Dakota has become very much like feudal Europe. 

Trophy hunting for fee has in many cases overtaken the business.  This is why I 
somewhat oppose the auction for the license, as again the rich will be able to buy a 
privilege that chances are slim I will ever enjoy myself. Thanks 

 
1106167 I can see it both ways; but it seems like big game hunting is becoming a "wealthy" 

person sport. The costs involved in hunting big game in other states are out of 
control. I would say try it as a res. only auction tag or raffle and see if that works 
first. If it is only about the money then just make them all pay for tags to the highest 
most wealthy hunters because that is the way the hunting is going. 

 
1106347 I understand having an auction to raise a substantial amount of money but there 

needs to still be limited draw tags available for the person that cannot not spend 
$50-60-80,000 on a tag. 

 
1106391 I have lived in SD for all of my 46 years. It’s hard enough just to draw a deer tag in 

this state so I have never figured I would ever draw a sheep tag anyway...Please 
put your efforts towards the mountain lion population as they have ruined all 
hunting in the black hills. They should have never been introduced there...miss the 
days my dad and I could drive out there every year and buy a tag over the counter 
at the gas station :( 

 
1106543 I oppose giving nonresidents any opportunity to get opportunities to hunt sheep at 

all.  Quality hunting opportunities are quickly going to the rich; let's not do this here 
in South Dakota. 

 
1106780 We must first control the Mountain lion population and adopt a plan for the wolves 

before they become a problem.  We must adopt a plan for the wolves now so we 
aren't in the same situation we are with the lions now.  We sat on our thumbs to 
long with the lions and now we have a problem and are trying to play catch up.  We 
must have a balance in the hills and right now we have no balance at all.  We can 
see that in all the big game populations in the hills.  I would love to see wolfs and 
lions in the hills forever but we still need to think of a plan today for the future.  
Please don't let it happen again.  Start Today.  Think about the future 

 
1106853 A raffle would be better.   Selling to the highest bidder only says our game is for the 

very rich and not for the average South Dakotan.  Only South Dakota residents 
should get to hunt our wildlife. 

 
1106886 Do not believe in only the rich having the opportunity to hunt Big Horn Sheep in 

SD, especially out of state rich people. There must be other ways to generate the 
funds needed for some relocation projects to help bolster our numbers and other 
ideas to increase the numbers. Maybe those fortunate few that draw in to a license 
could pay a higher fee to shoot one or if they don't want to pay the higher fee the 
state could auction that license at that time to a SD resident. 
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1106905 What the hell is wrong with the game fish and parks!!!  All you care about is the 
money!! You could give a shit less about us South Dakota hunters!!  Why not make 
all hunting in South Dakota go to the highest paid hunter.  You or should I say we 
need to get rid of some people who work there.  We have 2 tags! That’s down one 
from last year because you people don't have a clue on what you’re doing!!  All you 
want to do is kill everything and take as much money from the sportsmen as you 
can!! We are all not stupid!!! We don’t need nonresident hunters in our state when 
we can't even draw a tag!!  Look what you guys did to the elk, deer, mountain goat, 
antelope and anything else you can hunt in South Dakota!! Now we have to take a 
backseat to the highest bidder!!!  Get rid of Tim Kessler!!  He thinks hunting should 
only be allowed to the highest bidder and apparently so does the GFP!!  If the GFP 
goes this way, count me out hunting in this state again!! We sportsmen know you 
guys want to kill all the geese too by cutting their heads off!!  That’s what you’re 
doing to the South Dakota hunter as well!!!!!  I say NO!!!!!!!!! 

 
1106906 NO, NO, NO to making a lottery!!!! Fire Tim Kessler and tell him to go hunt out of 

state!! We as sportsmen have been putting in all these years for the opportunity to 
hunt bighorn sheep to have some nonresident with money take our tag!! HELL 
NO!!!  Is the GFP all about money? Sure seems that way!!!  get your heads out of 
your asses!!!   Start working for the average South Dakota hunter for once!!!  We 
see how well our elk, deer, mountain goat and other animals are doing!! Not good!! 
We don’t need this kind of shit!!! 

 
1107062 I cannot support the auction of a tag to non-residents.  I feel it is one more door 

being closed to the next generation of hunters.  How much money is enough?  
Where do we draw the line?  So we raise some extra money from an auction, 
transplant more sheep.  What % of survival do we expect with a pre-existing 
disease and/or predator problem?  In the end all we have done is take money from 
someone who has no stake in our state, just a big wallet.  The guy down the street, 
who has been applying for thirty years still doesn’t draw a tag.  I would rather see 
the season close than let a non-resident shoot a mature ram. 

 
1107132 There are only 2 tags in the whole state right now and the same money hungry 

turkeys who promote the mountain lions want to sell 1/2 the available sheep tags to 
rich guys who don't even live here. Get rid of the mountain lions first then you have 
more sheep, if you can eliminate the USDA Forest Service domestic sheep grazing 
permits on Bighorn range that transmit disease Bighorns can't cope with. You can 
save more money in the budget for sheep studies if you get rid of all your useless 
mountain lion biologists and managers first. The amount of money they generate in 
lion license sales is less than 5% of the revenues lost in deer and elk tags it costs 
to feed the cats. I have 17 years of BH pref in the CSP and dang near that in the 
Hills and you want me to throw all that away for some "pie in the sky plan" to sell 
the chance I have to a rich guy from out of state. Unbelievable, in case you don't 
know it All those Sheep FND members promoting this plan are rich guys, duh. 
Simply unbelievable. Yes others states do this and it’s no big deal because they 
have many more sheep tags to let. 

 
1107578 I support the idea of managing the herds but do not believe it should be open to 

non-residents when the residents can apply for 20 years and not draw a tag.  If the 
cat population had any kind of management at all, maybe calves wouldn't be eaten 
as fast as they hit the ground. Or be aborted from stress. 
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1107680 If the state did this, wouldn't that mean that hunting on public land just became 
paid hunting? Our tax dollars and licensing fees should be helping to support our 
right to hunt public land. I would rather not have a season on the bighorn sheep 
and do some sort of benefit for them than to auction off the license to the highest 
bidder! The person with the most money wins this (right to hunt battle). I don't 
remember anything like this for the bald eagle.  My vote would be NO. 

 
1107721 I oppose question number 4 only because I don't feel out of state people should be 

allowed to bid.  There are very few tags the way it is and I don't think someone 
from another state should get to come and hunt for a once in a lifetime tag.  I also 
feel that if you get an auction tag that should count as your once in a lifetime tag for 
South Dakota. 

 
1107852 I would prefer the tag for auction would be for in state residents only. 
 
1107861 I strongly disagree with auctioning off a tag!!!!!  All you are doing is turning hunting 

into a RICH MANS SPORT!!!! Because of piss poor management on your part!!! I 
am a middle class man that cannot afford a 60k tag. The Game, Fish & Parks 
needs to figure out if they want Elk, Bighorns, Mountain Goats, Deer, Antelope or 
LOINS!!!  I think we both can agree that's what the real problem is!!! The hunters 
are doing their part by filling quotas and paying license fees now it's your turn. 
Masking the problem with a very expensive tag is not the answer 

 
1107922 I have no in depth knowledge of our sheep problems in the Black Hills.  As an 

acting agency a little factual pre-education prior to this survey would have been 
wise.  I strongly believe that allowing big game hunting groups to have a financial 
interest will support and guarantee the existence of the sheep.  I never feel that 
government agencies truly manage resources well do to bureaucracy, and I am 
strongly opposed in any nonresident licenses as this is a limited commodity.  The 
SDGF&P has already sorrowed the residence in the Hills as well as the rest of the 
state with non-resident hunting for money chosen over providing proper 
management of our resources for local sport and more importantly, our children.  If 
you continue to think that growing by providing the out of state wealthy hunters the 
opportunities to take our resources and that you will not harm your local interest in 
participation you are very misguided.  If you focus on your residence and provide 
an honest effort to provide a very serious population control over the mountain lion 
population and cut back your quota of non-residence licenses then your local 
hunters will support you through their involvement and financial support.  You have 
some healing to do from what I hear in the public.  Support the people who live 
here and pay your salaries.  Put the mountain lion on a very high quota or possibly 
the varmint season.  We will never eliminate them.  Once you have restored the 
local interest and our youth can enjoy hunting and fishing with their parents without 
the negativity of dealing with out of state hunters and the mentality of greedy paid 
for hunting entrepreneurs, then many of your management problems will be solved.  
I for one have discontinued taking my children and dogs pheasant hunting.  I have 
not taken a deer for approximately 4 years and have almost given up on putting in 
for special tags such as the bighorns.  I feel I will have to go on paid hunts 
elsewhere as that is what is primarily support.  The theme seems to be by a trip 
out-of-state as you will never enjoy hunting locally.  I used to represent Pheasants 
Forever as a chapter president in Iowa and sat on the board of directors for 
National Shoot to Retrieve and Ducks Unlimited.  I moved to South Dakota (my 
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birth state) and quickly became disappointed with the greed associated with 
hunting.  I donated large amounts of money to a local PF chapter with regret and 
have chosen to no longer hunt birds.  Bird hunting in South Dakota is far from a 
natural hunt and represents live target practice at quite an expense.  It has divided 
neighbors and fellow hunters.  It has been penetrating the big game as well.  You 
current drawing and regulations help to avoid the inequalities.  When I read that 
you would consider outside hunters permits. I see ten thousand dollar tags so that 
you can hire a biologist to support large money hunting and whether I can afford it 
or not I seen this as a slam to the average South Dakota tax payer who lives here 
and my children.  I will recommend my children to find other interests.  I was born 
on the shores of the Oahe and had for many years lost faith in the Corp of 
Engineers ability to manage that resource.  I now fish in the Hills with my son out of 
kayaks.  I do not place the same value on walleye tournaments and all of the 
advertising for visitors as you place so much emphasis on our (the people's) 
commodity.  You have taken our resources and squandered it for financial gain and 
I sense here that you are considering the same outcome for our Elk, Sheep, and 
Mt. Goats.  Once the big corporate hunter gives up interest and you have lost all of 
the young hunters how will you turn that around?  This method of spending money 
to plant or raise resources for paid pleasure can't continue successfully forever.  It 
is not natural and appears to be generating a problem that you will forever battle 
for the answers.  It is simple, slow down, consider your local interests and QUIT 
spending money as if you were a out of control government agency.  Regain the 
trust and respect from you fellow resident outdoorsmen.  Support the resident 
youth and the South Dakota Family, they have chosen to live here for what this 
state has to offer.  When you sell us out then I will have no reason to live here.  
South Dakota is not economically appealing to live in and for those of us that have 
made that sacrifice would like you to consider our interests.  I would have had 
more success living elsewhere and paying to hunt here.  I will move and take my 
taxes somewhere else, for I do not need the frustration of working for what appears 
to be out-of-state interests.  Respectfully 

 
1108053 Why take a tag out of the average hunter's hands and give it to the rich hunter.  

They can go to any of the other states that have bighorns and buy a trophy.  We 
can't. 

 
1108122 I oppose non-residents being allowed to bid on the tag. 
 
1108203 Why would you allow non-residents to bid on an auction tag?  I understand that this 

would generate a larger pool to reap more money but I feel it should be left up to 
the people of South Dakota to take care of their natural resources and enjoy the 
opportunity without competing with non-residents.  It's the same reason why we 
keep the elk tags for residents only.  These populations (elk and sheep and 
mountain goats) are small enough and relatively located in a small enough area 
that management should be a lot easier than in larger Western states and should 
take a lot less money and funds to do so. 

 
1108331 Sounds like money rules all in the hunting world anymore even now the states 

want to auction off tags to hunt here. It is pay to hunt on most private property now.   
I know a lot of money can be raised but not worth it.  After you do auction off the 
tags and you will do it where will it stop? After you see the money it will be Elk then 
deer and on and on.. Well good luck I'm going fishing 
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1108362 Would support a resident only tag auction. 
 
1108393 I don't like the idea of some rich guy from some other state flying into shoot a 

sheep he has hired someone else to locate and watch till he gets there to kill the 
sheep. It happens all the time in other states. That’s not hunting to me. While I 
agree the money generated by auctioning off a sheep tag would be great I just 
don't think we should whore out our sheep tags that way. 

 
1108397 some residents don’t have that kind of money to fork out for hunting. If tags 

increase to that I won’t put in for a tag 
 
1108450 Turn more loose.    Up the lion quota and have 100 tags during deer and elk 

season and 100 tags after the first of the year so more hunters can buy tags to 
hunt them different ways.  But still no use of dogs!    As long as dogs are not 
allowed you will not over hunt lions in the Black Hills! 

 
1108489 I believe that GFP should pay closer attention to disease and depredation before it 

has a chance to decimate a herd. Do your job. 
 
1108514 Rather than an auction that only would benefit a wealthy hunter, why don't you 

have a raffle for residents who pay taxes and deserve the chance at hunting a 
trophy bighorn sheep in their own state? 

 
1109103 I do not agree with the last question I think the big horn sheep should be left for the 

residence to hunt.  Let the out of staters go somewhere else. 
 
1109133 How much of the loss is due to disease and not lions not only are the sheep dying, 

but numbers are down on elk and deer also. Auctioning off a tag may have 
advantages to raising funds, but history will repeat itself when the rich will go 
hunting and the common man will not the hills can do without lions and more 
importantly the coming of the wolf 

 
1109387 The auction you are talking about would only allow those individuals with money to 

obtain a tag. This would eliminate the average sportsman. Why not have a raffle 
where everyone would have an equal chance? Take the number of people who 
apply for a tag, offer them a raffle ticket for $20-$50; would this generate enough 
money? 

 
1109601 I would rather see a raffle of 2000 tickets at$ 50.00 each. 
 
1109773 Opening these tags up to wealthy nonresident candidates will only take more of 

what is barely left of the hunting rights that residents have here and give it to 
nonresidents.  Each year hunting in this state becomes more of a rich man's sport.  
I am sure the GFP will do whatever they desire anyway just as they usually do.  I 
wish that influence from people with big money and crazy ideas and political 
influence would stop taking over our sport.  Future generations don't have a 
chance in this state because of too much commercial hunting. 

 
1110281 Hunting in the U.S. is already turning into a "rich person's sport".  Don't join that 

band!     I have been applying for Big Horn Sheep licenses almost since they were 
first issued.  I always know it is an extremely long-shot that I would be drawn, but 
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that is my form of the "lottery", and am happy to take my chances.     If you were 
issuing 30 tags per year, I would not be opposed to setting one of them aside for 
an auction.  However, with the very low numbers issued, I am very much opposed 
to selling out to someone who has more money than he needs.  If funds are a huge 
issue here (for habitat and study), please raise our annual application fee a bit.  
(X$ times thousands of applications will amount to some significant dollars).     I 
had the privilege of accompanying a successful applicant on a successful hunt 
about 10 years ago, and helped carry the meat out of the Spring Creek Canyon.  
Even though I was not the "hunter", I rank it with one of the best "hunts" that I have 
ever been on.  What a privilege, and a great reason to be a SD RESIDENT !  

 
1110385 I don't think we need additional people for this cause and No out of state hunters 

for this hunt. Keep this to instate hunters only. Thanks 
 
1110553 I feel that every resident of South Dakota should have an equal opportunity (lottery) 

to hunt the big horn sheep.  As it currently stands, it gets harder every year for the 
average citizen to find quality land to hunt big game. I feel that GF&P has enough 
resources to increase the sheep population, without having to turn this into a rich 
man's sport. 

 
1110722 If they are going to auction off a tag it should be just for residents 
 
1110742 Since there is so few sheep, I think it should be open to residents only to purchase 

or bid on the one tag auctioned off. 
 
1110762 With so few tags and sheep available selling tags to the highest bidder insures a 

private hunting experience for some rich bastard and leaves the rest of us out in 
the cold.  Kinda like it is now. There are fewer hunters every year because the cost 
and access is just not there. 

 
1110911 If a tag is up for auction, it should be available only to residents of South Dakota.  

Will gladly help in any way possible 
 
1110960 Kill the mountain lions. That will solve a few of the major problems! 
 
1111181 An auction allows only a few people with big pocket books to hunt.  Why not make 

it a raffle to generate the extra money for the Big Horn research. That way the 
average person has a chance to go on the hunt.  If private organizations will 
donate after the auction would be allowed, why aren't they doing so before?? 

 
1111199 When the population of bighorn sheep has already been decimated to the level that 

hunting is no longer allowed to residents of this state, it doesn't make sense to me 
for the Game, Fish and Parks Commission to even consider opening up the 
opportunity to outside hunters!  While the lure of big money may seem attractive to 
some of the commission, I believe you will find that making all of this state's 
hunting opportunities pay-to-hunt, will only alienate most of the people of this state, 
and ultimately there will be even less support for the Game, Fish and Parks than 
there is now. 

 
1111235 While I do not agree with the idea of auctioning tags to the highest bidder because 

it lets the wealthy do the hunting, I do understand why some states do it.  Will 



2012 South Dakota Bighorn Sheep Hunter Opinion Survey – Appendix B 

33 
 

$120,000 to $160,000 really make a difference?  Until I know that I cannot support 
an auction. 

 
1111548 Are you kidding me.   Auctioning off these tags is absolutely ridiculous and should 

be against everything our country stands for.   The rich will be the only ones 
allowed a tag and/or special privilege to hunt Big Horn Sheep.  I am all in for 
working on getting our populations strong.  I would enjoy the opportunity to hunt 
these great species.    We can find other sources of moneys to help out 
populations.  SCI or other great organizations are there to help.   Who thought of 
this dumb idea?  Us proud South Dakotans will not stand for this. 

 
1111738 I don’t like auction tags and believe it’s a slippery slope and does not promote 

hunting’s main values.  It reverts back to hunting in Europe where it was only 
available for the rich.  I don’t want to see the precedent. 

 
1112113 With only 2 tags available for SD residents an auction tag would truly be unfair for 

the rest of the general public.  Other western states with auction sheep tags have 
sheep populations that are adequate enough for multiple tags to be available in the 
general lottery for both residents and non-residents.  An auction tag could only be 
feasible in SD when our sheep population is high enough to allow for at least 5 
tags available in all of the Black Hills units combined. 

 
1112249 To whom it may concern, my only concern about a auctioned off tag is that there is 

no way that I nor a large percentage of SOUTH DAKOTANS would be able to 
afford this tag. To me, an idea like this is not a good one just for the fact that, is this 
going to be a onetime deal, and if it is, the money that is made is peanuts 
compared to the overall budget of the GFP. I hope that between the 
commissioners, biologists and the administrators of SOUTH DAKOTA can come 
up with a better plan then just to let hunters and big corporations from out of state 
come here with their big wallets to hunt. Money is not always the answer. There 
are commissioners, biologists and administrators that work for the state of SOUTH 
DAKOTA making good money; I suggest that you earn that wage by doing the job 
at hand, protecting wildlife and what’s best for SOUTH DAKOTA. 

 
1112467 LIMITED AVAILABILITY TAGS SHOULD BE ON A LOTTERY SO ALL OF US 

HAVE A CHANCE.  SELLING A TAG TO THE HIGHEST BIDDER LEAVES A 
REAL SHITTY TASTE IN MY MOUTH AND TAKES MOST OF US 'OUT OF THE 
RUNNING'. 

 
1112532 The biggest single obstacle/threat to big horn sheep in South Dakota is predation. 

The young sheep are just not reaching maturity. When a sheep dies only days after 
being born, the chance that disease claimed the life of that animal is minimal - 
common sense is that the animal was killed by predators.    You don't need to pay 
a full time biologist to tell you what most South Dakota hunters familiar with the 
Black Hills Eco-system already know. The lions and other predators are killing too 
many young animals. Because the sheep numbers are so depressed, you need to 
take lion and other predator numbers below what a biologist would even 
recommend for the area - otherwise the balance will never even out - soon as new 
babies are born, they are killed. The cycle will just keep repeating until, finally, 
there are no mature/breeding animals left. 
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1112545 Leave mountain lion season open until they are all gone and the sheep population 
will increase. Also open a season on wolves because everyone knows they are in 
the Black Hills. Common sense says that the population of sheep, elk and deer are 
decreasing due to mountain lion kills. Why spend a lot of money on studies when it 
is not necessary? 

 
1112674 Bid on big horn sheep needs to stay in state......no out of state!!!! 
 
1112747 So to increase the big horn sheep population in SD we are going to auction off a 

tag to the highest bidder?  That is most idiotic idea I have heard from the GFP in a 
while.  I thought one of the main goal of the GFP is to provide more access to 
game animals for resident hunters.  Why does the GFP consistently want to 
provide more opportunities for non-residents?  Everyone can see what that has 
done for pheasant hunting in this state.  Less and less opportunities for resident 
pheasant hunters to hunt quality habitat for pheasants and more and more non-
resident hunters stomping around SD.  Why not double the non-resident license 
fee for pheasant hunters?  Why not double the non-resident license fee for 
waterfowl hunters?  I am sure they would be happy to pay it to have the privilege of 
hunting in SD. 

 
1112756 Allow only residents to bid on the auction 
 
1113087 If you would raffle a tag for resident only like REMF does for CSP elk I would be in 

favor of using the money to help increase bighorn sheep numbers. Once you start 
down the road of auctioning off tags to the highest bidder you open the door to the 
devil. You will leave the average SD sportsman out in the cold with no or very little 
opportunity. 

 
1113146 A auction tag would really sour a lot of people.  I can’t afford a $50,000 tag.  Then 

you will end up with these privileged few also hiring people to scout and find the 
biggest ram.  Guides on public land that is against the law here and this WILL 
happen and extremely piss people off just like the record SPIDER BULL killed with 
the help of MOSSBACK OUTFITTERS.  You will be opening a large can of worms.  
What next another auction elk tag, muledeer, etc.  Where will it stop?  One option 
would be a super tag like Montana $10 chances give everyone the same odds and 
allow nonresident access to get the funding from these organizations.  It would 
probably draw the same amount of revenue.   

 
1113516 Dear GF&P-    I fully understand it takes extended funding to support any program. 

However, being a landowner, hunter, and a person who donates a part of my ag 
production to wildlife, I feel our limited number of big game animals available to 
harvest should be available to South Dakota residents only.     I don't believe any 
of our game should be "up for sale to the highest bidder". But I also understand the 
need for funding such projects as those considered concerning our bighorn sheep.     
If it is decided to auction one tag per year to raise needed money, I would with 
reservation support an auction open to SD residents only.    Thank you for listening 
to my opinion.     

 
1113703 Anything that can be done to increase the population and hunter success is great, 

except when the RICH can buy a tag on a lottery and strongly oppose nonresident 
hunters for something like the big horn 
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1114142 If there is only one tag available, is that tag going to be auctioned or a lottery drawl 
for SD residents only? What is the goal for the herd sizes in the black hills? What is 
the anticipated number of licenses each year? 

 
1114218 Our Big Horn sheep hunt is a once in a lifetime for South Dakota residence.  That 

needs to remain special to residence only.  The income from selling a license 
sounds attractive but now this hunt becomes a rich man’s game.  Please consider 
this when making the final decision. 

 
1114290 I have no chance of buying a tag for $50,000 +.  I am a SD resident and feel I 

should get the chance to draw a tag. 
 
1114306 I believe the auction process takes a chance away from the everyday Joe and 

gives it to maybe 1% of the hunters out there that can afford to buy tags through 
that process which does not seem fair but the way hunting is going today it will be 
a rich man’s sport before long anyway. Is there a way of charging a fee to apply for 
the Sheep Tag maybe $25 to $50 that would go toward Bighorn Sheep research. If 
you have 3000 applications a year that would generate similar funds and yes I do 
understand that a certain percentage would quit applying but faced with the auction 
option hunters may still apply. I believe the auction process may work in this 
situation but my concern as a Hunter is where does the auction process stop. Will it 
be Elk tomorrow and then Mule deer and then it never stops even after things 
change with the animal populations that I believe has been proven in other states. 

 
1114362 Auctioning a Bighorn tag to either residents or non-residents is catering to the rich 

and shows that if a person has enough money they can buy anything which I think 
goes against the values that South Dakota was built on.     I don't have a problem 
with conservation groups or other groups donating money and using it for the 
management of the Bighorn population. 

 
1114613 To me it’s just another way the rich gets the tags and bypassing what others have 

to do to get a tag. I think you should have been looking harder at the mountain lion 
numbers they are still way to high. Look at the other animals’ population deer, elk 
and so on. There was a lot of money spent on campus west building could have 
used that money a little wiser lets work for the people who put the money into the 
system with hunting and fishing licenses. Could have used that money for camping 
areas boat ramps could have helped the sheep population with that 11 million that 
was spent. 

 
1115280 I strongly reject the idea to auction the license for Big Horn Sheep. I have seen this 

in other states and if you check, ONLY the wealthy can then hunt. We have lived in 
SD for all our lives and have seen the reduction in all animals around our home in 
the hills decrease in the last few years. The reason you state for Big Horn Sheep 
numbers decreasing is sickness but, the main reason is the large number of 
mountain lions. Ever since we began to see mountain lions in our valley the 
number of deer, turkeys, elk, big horn sheep, mountain goats, marmots and even 
squirrels (which have always been plentiful for over 20 years) have dropped to very 
close to "0". This was not caused by sickness. We have even seen 2-3 cats sitting 
on our road many times. Have seen many different cat tracks in the snow during 
winter. Many of our friends do not even consider hunting the Black Hills for deer 
anymore due to lack of deer. This is a big revenue loss for this area of the state.    
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The fact is that the majority of the true sportsmen do not have the funds to bid for a 
license and cannot afford to be part of such an auction. What you are doing, if you 
begin auctioning off license is eliminating them which will alienate the sportsman 
you are working for. My family in Wyoming were heart broken when they again 
have lived in that state all their lives were unable to bid on license due to lack of 
funds. They have all these years funded GF&P in their state with other license they 
have obtained and now for certain big game only the rich get to hunt. Funding 
conditions for all of us have caused many organizations to tighten their belts. I 
recommend increasing all big game license fees a little to fund this program or find 
other ways other than starting a bidding process. Thanks for allowing my input. 

 
1116154 Auction should be offered only to SD residents in the beginning. If proven 

successful at a later time open to other states . Also before making decision find 
out if the land will support more sheep or if there reasons the population not 
increasing now. 

 
1116345 I am strongly opposed to auction tags.  It basically allows those with money more 

opportunity than the average Joe.  The wildlife are the property of the State, to 
whom most pay taxes/fees to support.  With that being said, I can understand 
offering it for a limited time to help develop the species in the Black Hills.  Basically, 
it would be a small sacrifice for a few years, but it could benefit more hunters down 
the road. 

 
1116412 As a resident I am dead opposed to allowing any additional nonresident hunting 

licenses of any type that deviate from the current numbers. Increased nonresident 
pressure drives resident hunters out.  If you want to improve the big horned sheep 
population, you need to first eradicate the mountain lion from the hills instead of 
protecting them. GFP needs to focus on significantly reducing the mtn lion if you 
want to build back big game populations in the hills.     I am dead opposed to 
spending money on big game populations until you folks figure out that it took us 
200 years to kill off the wolves and mtn lions, only you have reintroduced them 
which is decimating our loved big game like elk, Billy goat, big horned sheep, and 
deer.... Figure it out!!!!!! 

 
1116446 If there are only going to be two licenses, I would be opposed to selling one of 

them.  I'd rather have some lucky hunter draw a tag and enjoy the hunt. 
 
1116475 no out of state tags need to be allowed, plenty of tags could be used by in state 

people. 
 
1116545 I would only support this idea if further opportunity was not taken away from the 

general public.  Obviously a person working at a minimum wage job cannot out bid 
very wealthy individuals.  It would be a shame to see opportunity lost for the 
general public when so many of the hunting opportunities are going to the more 
wealthy individuals in our society.      Have you thought about raising the amount to 
apply for the permits?  It appears there were nearly 5500 applicants last year.  If 
you raised the application fee by $10 that equates to $55,000 guaranteed revenue.    
For the vast majority of the applicants, this is their only chance they will ever have 
at a bighorn sheep permit.  It is important. 
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1116618 You're selling a tag based on the suppositions that: 1) the increased revenue will 
not result in a decrease in your appropriated funding and 2) it will actually make a 
difference. Before I'd support this I'd have to see a lot more due diligence on your 
part (i.e., will it work) and actual information on what will be done. The only 
outcome I can see that will directly result from this is that people that can afford to 
but the ticket will get a chance to hunt. 

 
1117068 The key term to the proposal is "potentially" increase resident numbers.  Without a 

guarantee we decrease the number of resident tags!!!! 
 
1117078 By auctioning off a Big Horn Sheep tag, your average hunter will be unable to 

afford it.  These tags were meant to be for the average in-state hunter and not to 
be sold for high dollars.  If this goes through, it will be just the beginning of pushing 
out the average South Dakota hunter 

 
1117088 Bighorn hunting in SD is a rare opportunity for a few lucky people and I don't think 

they need to be hit with a huge tag cost.    They are such a majestic animal that not 
managing a huntable population would be a real disappointment not only to those 
that get to hunt them but also those that just get to observe them. 

 
1117421 On question 4 I believe only residents should be able to bid on the tag if that is the 

only tag that will be offered for the entire state. 
 
1117424 Hunting tags should never be allocated to the highest bidder.  That eliminates 

those with less financial resources from having an equal chance. 
 
1117698 Solve the real problem and get rid of the mountain lions!  The elk, deer, sheep and 

human danger problems could all be solved without spending millions. 
 
1117802 Why not instead of "managing" mountain lion populations we finally realize that 

they are a large problem affecting populations of all animals statewide.  Isn’t ironic 
that the elk are having great difficulty raising calves in the park?  Stop trying to 
make money by selling licenses for a predator that is ruining the hunting in and out 
of the park.  Mountain lions, in my opinion, are like rats.  If you see one you’ve 
seen ten.  Thank you 

 
1117837 Maybe GFP should concentrate on getting rid of mountain lions and wolves in the 

hills instead 
 
1117967 I oppose the auction as it is stated as it includes out of staters.  I do support an 

auction. I feel this should be kept locally. Yes this may mean less money. Also I 
think I opposed or disagreed with the GFP working with the “public" to do what’s 
best for the sheep. I feel the GFP will do better without "outside" help. I feel it is 
their job and they are more qualified to do what’s best for the sheep. I don't know 
what’s best. I just want an opportunity to hunt them and a good, healthy herd. If the 
GFP doesn’t know what’s best for the sheep or what sheep experts to talk to, then 
the sheep are in big trouble. 

 
1118086 Why spend so much time and effort on a species that less than 1% of SD hunters 

will ever hunt? Bighorn sheep management is highly expensive and represents a 
very low return to our hunters. Only a minimal (maybe a token effort to maintain the 
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population) bighorn sheep management effort should be made.  Even with 
considerable effort, SD has only minimal bighorn sheep potential due to the 
grazing practices of the US Forest Service and the prevalence of domestic sheep 
(that continuously spread diseases to wild sheep).  It ain't worth the staff effort 
and/or money.  Let the "sheep on the brain" hunters hunt in some other state. To 
benefit the most hunters, spend every available Wildlife Division nickel to maintain 
CRP!    Thanks - keep up the good work. 

 
1118092 The largest problem facing Sheep, goat, Elk and deer populations in the black hills 

is LION depredation. GF&P and it's so called science can simply quit misleading 
the public and address the LION PROBLEM in the hills, a short time ago I read an 
article in the Argus about how happy GF&P was lions are spreading throughout SD 
and other states  the main reason is the lion factory in the hills. The other thing 
GF&P is lying about are wolves in the hills. Now it's not disease, hunting pressure 
or urbanization killing off the big game, it's friggin predators and auctioning off one 
of the licenses to some rich bitch ain't going to fix that problem. Here is some 
simple ranch science and sound common sense logic for you, kill off the damn 
predators and the herds will make a comeback, it really is just that damn simple, 
history proves it, before lions we had the best ELK, SHEEP and Goat hunts in the 
U.S. Post lions we don't have squat. And those are the cold hard facts Jack.     

 
1118185 I am OK with having a "bid" Bighorn Sheep tag provided that it is for RESIDENTS 

ONLY!  If you allow non-residents to bid, yes you will get a lot of money, but only 
Hollywood stars or corporate execs from out of state would ever be able to afford 
the price.  Keep it in South Dakota! 

 
1118263 Opening the door to a non-resident sheep hunt also opens the door to having to 

have that option for elk. Neither population can support a non-resident option. 
 
1118313 I will always be against the auction of South Dakota’s wildlife to the highest bidder.  

I believe by law the wildlife of South Dakota belong to the people of South Dakota 
not a millionaire from some other state.  If we would have a large number of 
permits it might be different but that will never happen in SD.  I can see taking a 
young person hunting and telling them to save all their money so they will have the 
$80,000 to bid on a permit.  Looks like a great way to kill hunting completely. 

 
1118432 take care of the lion problem soon.... 
 
1118565 On the last question I put strongly oppose because of the "nonresident" portion.  I 

think there are plenty of individuals that would pay a high dollar amount for one of 
these tags.  There is no reason why WE can't set our own rules on this.  I just don't 
like opening up the doors for nonresidents.  Put a minimum bid and if there are not 
any "in state" individuals that can match or exceed that, then open it up to any legal 
resident in the U.S.A.  Please contact me for any questions or clarifications on my 
thoughts.  Sincerely,    

 
1118706 I would rather see the tag stay available for a resident use.  I am sure that the 

additional 60-80k could be raised within the state with the help of different 
conservation groups   and or the public.  Take a look at the GF&P budget---there 
has to be some of that money available.  The rest could be raised.  I know most of 
the western states have this tag.  It is not a bad idea, but why not auction all the 
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tags (elk, deer, whatever) and let the out of state money talk.  How many people 
apply for that tag? 5000. Raise the application fee to $25. 

 
1119168 I don't have a problem auctioning of a tag to raise more money, it is a good idea, 

but keep it for South Dakota residents only. I feel the auction tag would always go 
to an out of state bidder, there is more money out of state and you would be 
catering to them and not us, we are the tax payers and hunters that apply and by 
tags year after year. It has never been open to nonresidents before and we need to 
keep it that way. 

 
1124943 another error on the part of Game Fish and Parks, if you don't address predator 

problems, you will never have a viable sheep herd, in or out of the Park.  This 
problem is not only for sheep, anybody heard about our mountain goat herd?  Oh! 
and our declining elk herd, due to "hunters".  To you Game, Fish and Parks 
Commissioners, South Dakota sportsmen don't need someone who wants a title as 
a commissioner.  We deserve someone who is a true conservationist, if that is not 
your goal, resign.  Biologists and administrators, you ought to given your walking 
papers, you are miserable waste of tax payer money.   We have great game 
wardens in the field, who just shake their heads at what comes down from 
biologists and administrators.  Mismanagement by this department has caused 
many South Dakota avid hunters and sportsmen to go to other states in pursuit of 
that hunt of a life time.  That is money gone, it went out of state!!  That may be 
tough for you to comprehend, but that is what happens when the predator 
population gets out of control, just a hint, that would be our mountain lion problem.  
South Dakota hunter would rather spend their money here at home than in other 
states.  Needless to say, the current direction taken by the Commissioners and 
Game Fish and Parks administration and biologists has done a disservice to our 
South Dakota hunters robbed us of many hunting opportunities.  You need to take 
a look around at States out east and south, who now have thriving elk herds and 
provide excellent opportunities for the hunters of their states.  South Dakota is truly 
in a sad state of hunting decline. 

 
1125113 I would rather support the residents of South Dakota who have been applying for a 

Bighorn Sheep tag by increasing the amount of application fees instead of 
auctioning off one tag to both residents and non-residents because then only the 
very, very rich people can afford to buy a tag without any years preference points, 
If you would increase the application fee to fifty five dollars instead of five dollars, 
how much more money would be brought in through the residents of South Dakota 
who would be willing to pay the extra amount so we(the applicants with preference 
points) would still have an equal chance to draw one of these lifetime tags, without 
knowing some rich person would always just have to buy one without any 
preference points.  Let the resident hunters of South Dakota have a chance first to 
bring in the financial revenue needed for research, etc.!!! 

 
1125565 The bighorn sheep are not working out in South Dakota. Let’s not waste any more 

money on something that is not working. Let’s spend the money to help the elk 
population. Which many people enjoy and works in South Dakota.  The elk tags go 
down every year and where trying to get bighorn sheep here when we cannot 
seem to manage the elk herds. Why are giving out cow tags when the population is 
thinning out. Why are we not better managing the mountain lions and not letting 
them kill the baby elk. I don't mean to repeat myself but why are we worried about 
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the bighorn sheep when our elk population is slipping away! Take a look and see.  
THANK YOU!  For listening to my opinion. 

 
1125598 As I see it, The SD GF&P needs to concentrate efforts on the reduction of 

mountain lion numbers first. Then, steps need to be taken to increase/rebuild the 
deer and elk population. The bighorn sheep issue is certainly important but it would 
seem futile to 'waste' money to feed the lions more. The loss of sheep due to the 
past disease problems was devastating to the population but simply throwing 
money at the problem is not going to increase the herd. The habitat is there, (Black 
Hills) the food chain is out of proportion.    As far as auctioning a tag, 
ABSOLUTELY NOT!! The idea alone is stupid and greed driven. The GF&P would 
be catering to the wealthy & let’s face it, how many people in South Dakota could 
afford a $60000.00 tag? SD GF&P needs to take care of residents first, then non-
residents only if there are resources. Selling one tag would directly impact resident 
chances of drawing a once in a lifetime tag.    Theodore Roosevelt warned us 
against this type of greed and stated that hunting is a sport which every person 
should be guaranteed. SD GF&P is already catering to the wealthy landowner 
enough. Idea's like these are similar to the kind of logic the Kings & Queens of 
England used to justify their "ownership" of all game. Roosevelt's books are still in 
print; read them & heed his timeless advice.    OUR GAME ANIMALS ARE NOT 
FOR SALE. 

 
1126735 It is getting hard enough to find quality places for residents to hunt game birds and 

big game animals. I think it is very unfortunate that we must SELL to the highest 
bidder. This will almost surely eliminate the average sportsman a fair opportunity. It 
already takes years of applying for tags, to just get an opportunity to hunt in our 
own state, with a small percentage of chances to actually bag an Elk or Big Horn 
Sheep. 

 
1127476 (1) we should not whore ourselves out to big money folks that are not SD 

residents! If you start with sheep, that opens the door for doing it with the next or 
current problem (e.g. Elk!). If you did an auction, it should be limited to SD folks 
only. However, I really don't think more research is needed. I think you know what 
the main problems are.  (2) I do not support one more dollar being spent on big 
game research in the Black Hills until GFP gets a handle on the mountain lion 
problem. You can't manage big game herds when lions are eating them faster than 
they can reproduce. GFP not only has no realistic idea of how many lions are in the 
hills, and if they do, they are managing them at levels fare too great to gain any 
meaningful insights as to other factors resulting in mortality and low populations. 
What I mean by that is, they want to manage at current level of 175 +/- 25 lions, 
seem to think that is about the current population of lions, yet they kill as many or 
more deer and elk than do hunters. Considering lions like "sheep country", I can't 
imagine they aren't a major sheep killer along with disease. So, manage the lions 
at a population of about 50 +/- 25.  Better yet, put a bounty on lions!  (3) Must 
reduce lion population and quit wasting money on trying to figure out why our big 
game populations are declining! Must remove the largest variable first (lions) 
before you can manage big game. We don't need any more lion studies either! Quit 
wasting time and resources to study anything until the lions are largely removed 
from the equation! 
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1128592 I think that the Mountain Lion is another reason for the decline of the sheep 
population 

 
1129532 Has GFP thought about introducing Big Horn Sheep into the thick Missouri River 

Breaks, particularly in Gregory County or other conducive areas within the state 
besides the Black Hills? 

 
1130276 Get the mountain lions population down, and the sheep will come back!!!! 
 
1131886 I feel this amount of money can easily be raised by resident license fees.  I don't 

like the idea of the man with the most money can purchase a hunt.  I am willing to 
have a $100 nonrefundable application fee for residents to apply for a sheep tag.  
1000 applicants would generate $100,000.  I don't have a lot of money but could 
part with $100 per year to benefit the sheep.  I also think a RESIDENT super raffle 
for a tag could also generate the money needed and the man with the most money 
would not necessarily win. 

 
1132347 Everyone should have a chance at getting the tag, not only the rich. Raise the loto 

dollar amount and make it non-refundable to raise more money and give everyone 
an equal and fair chance at a tag. 

 
1132387 Why is it that you always look to money, Get rid of the cats so we can have Elk, 

Deer and Sheep back to good numbers and relocate more sheep here. You are 
raising money now through tag sales. Get better management practices first before 
you sell to the highest bidder 

 
1132893 The only reason I would oppose to this is it would actually raise the worth of the 

animal and poachers would emerge.  My guess from other studies is that 
eventually it would turn into all auction tags to help fund.  Hunting is about more 
than money and we need to feed other ways to fund these great projects.  For the 
record, as low as the sheep are please don't let out of staters in. Thanks 

 
1133473 The auction of a tag takes away the potential of the average hunter as the vast 

majority of hunters cannot afford such a thing and again the rich buy what they 
want...most people feel that if the SD GFP people would be doing their jobs 
correctly and watch our resources the way they should, our sheep population and 
other wildlife populations would not be in the situation they are...now this new idea 
just follows along with the feeling of most people that all the GFP is interested in is 
the revenue they can generate and not about the wildlife and hunters... 

 
1134053 Try a resident auction first to test the response if you must have an auction. 
 
1134054 In my opinion the lottery is a fair system for people of all economic ranges a fair 

chance to draw a tag to harvest one of the truly special species in South Dakota. 
By opening up a tag to a "high bidder" you are endangering everything that the 
lottery stands for even if the high bidder is from the state.  In this day with rising 
fuel costs and higher ammo prices hunting is already becoming harder and harder 
for the average South Dakotan. By selling off tags it could possibly send us down a 
road where hunting is no longer a pastime and food provider for us in the state and 
will become a sport for the well to do. That would be a shameful outcome for the 
game resources of the state and the citizens who enjoy their bounty. South Dakota 



2012 South Dakota Bighorn Sheep Hunter Opinion Survey – Appendix B 

42 
 

does not need to sell its self out to the highest bidder and I fear has the potential to 
become a slippery path downward. I don't believe the quick money gain is worth 
the possible outcome. This philosophy must be tread upon very lightly and thought 
out what the dangers could be in the future. The game are all ours to share not to 
sell to a high bidder like an already killed and butchered piece of meat. I know this 
is an anonymous survey but I will put my name on it because I will never waver in 
my opinion and beliefs.  Thank you for the chance to voice our opinion Sincerely, 
South Dakota born and raised. 

 
1134252 I believe the auction would be unfair, for the people that can't afford that crazy 

price you think people would pay for a tag. Of course the rich wouldn’t mind. Just 
offer more tags or add to the preference point cost. Instead of $5 make $10. That 
would be fairer! 

 
1134445 I would like to see you do a raffle at $10 or $20 a   piece.  To residents only.  Or 

just charge $25 to apply that is nonrefundable. 
 
1135433 I think that the GFP already have enough funds to research and improve the herd 

health through better disease control and herd health. It’s sometimes hard to see 
the benefits of the GFP besides law enforcement, and habitat increases.  I think 
more can be done for the animals themselves rather than worrying about the just 
getting hunters to spend money to hunt them. Hunting has become so expensive 
even for the residents, let alone the landowners who feed this states wildlife.  I 
know that other states offer combo tags for less than one tag in SD for someone in 
their own state.  Hunting is more and more becoming a privilege for the ones that 
can afford it, and not a right that should be available to everyone. Just my 
observation from a landowner’s perspective in South Dakota. More government 
(public) control over the wildlife commission I think would be a great start.  Dept. of 
Interior, Dept. of Nat. Res., state government control. 

 
1137487 Auctioning a tag in the state of South Dakota is one of the most outrageous things I 

have ever heard of. The number of tags issued does not support the opportunity to 
have an auction type tag offered for Bighorn Sheep. I understand the need for 
more funding to better improve sheep numbers; however auctioning one of the 
tags (especially to a nonresident) would send a lot of people into an outrage, 
myself included! I would without a doubt drop out of the drawing. Auctioning a tag 
would be a big mistake in my opinion. If this goes through it will truly be a shame 
and will be nothing but a giant disappointment for many South Dakota residents. 
Consider the fact that they could never afford this tag and their chances of drawing 
it just got cut in half!    This auction tag cannot happen! 

 
1140364 This would make it so only the rich can hunt big horn sheep. With the small amount 

of tags available now that would only reduce the chances greater of the general 
population getting a chance to hunt them. 

 
1141961 You will not have an improvement in bighorn survival as long as you have the 

mountain lion at the present level in the Black Hills. 
 
1142662 I believe the wealthy individuals should be subjected to the lottery system the same 

as all other applicants. If they can afford $60K for a tag, they can afford to donate 
to the charitable cause of game management. 
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1144186 The Black Hills without any sheep I think would be a huge let down for the state 
residents.    If it takes the auctioning off of a tag (whether that be in or out of state 
resident) to increase our sheep numbers for our residents (to have their same 
season, with maybe more tags to offer) so be it we will all win in the end. 

 
1144221 I agree with doing an auction for a big horn sheep tag but let the residents of SD 

bid on it. It is hard enough to draw a tag as a resident the way it is, and I don’t think 
it would be fair to let a non-resident hunt the big horn if there is already a shortage 
of big horn sheep to hunt. 

 
1144276 The survey says that in addition to the action, conservation groups will give an 

additional $50-$80k/year. This statement makes it sound like the two are tied 
together. If the conservation organizations will only give the money if we do an 
auction, then shame on them!! Hopefully this is not the case. I'm not super excited 
about the raffle for a few reasons. Yes, several western states raffle a tag and it 
sells for big money. The thing to remember with those other states is that they are 
selling so many more tags than SD. For example, Wyoming will have around 250 
tags in their lottery for hunters this year’s. When they raffle off one tag it's not a big 
deal. By SD GF&P's own notes, the SD sheep population can only handle a 
harvest of a few sheep this year. When the entire state only gets 2-4 ram tags and 
one goes to a rich out of stater, seems like a slap in the face to the normal guy and 
something the average SD hunter would be against. I do agree that increased 
revenue could help our sheep population and could result in increased harvest in 
the long term but there are many other ways to raise this revenue. In SD it costs $5 
to apply for a sheep tag and let’s say 30,000 apply giving 20 26 

 
1144303 There are too many mountain lions in the Black Hills!  That is a main concern. 
 
1144755 Please don't commercialize bighorn hunting in SD. 
 
1144765 I do not feel that additional monies will help with the current problem.  If the dollars 

you estimate are generated & more sheep are brought into the same area, you 
haven't solved anything.  It's a problem with the geographic area in which the 
sheep reside.      Locating sheep to a different area and tracking their progress 
would be my comment. 

 
1144910 I understand that I am not a sheep biologist.  It seems as though our state has 

been chasing its tail for about 5-10 years now with this pneumonia problem.  I 
understand that it is very hard to treat and or eradicate.  It alarms me though how 
the GFP hardly mentions predation.  Seems like a very simple problem to me.  
Pneumonia has been and will be an issue that is fairly untreatable with or without 
big dollars.  Now that mountain lions have established in the Black Hills they have 
become the apex predator and have learned to target lambs and calves.  We are at 
the tipping point lions are eating the recruitment.  Since disease is not treatable 
then turn our attention to lions, either hunt them harder or target the lions that are 
the most devastating.  Have a drawing for a special tag and when you identify a 
lion that is too hard on lambs then call that hunter and use dogs and harvest that 
lion.  Bringing in more sheep from other states doesn't seem like an intelligent 
move if we have not fixed what is broke in the first place, no sense in spending 
millions for a mountain lion feeding program.    If you decide to have the auction 
tag (resident only there is enough rich guys in SD), I will expect to see that 
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someone is accountable for results if the population does not increase significantly 
then we should see a change in leadership within the GFP.  Since I have no faith 
that we will see any results I am not in favor of an auction tag.  Especially the tag 
allotments for residents has done nothing but decrease for Elk, Sheep, deer, and 
Mountain Goats (do we even have any of them anymore?).   Overall I am very 
disappointed with what I am and have been seeing with our GFP department.  I 
have a son that I would like to tag at least elk hunting sometime in the future for a 
good honest mature bull please make that possible because if it’s not then why do 
we need to fund the GFP?  Thank You for reading my concerns. 

 
1146681 No nonresidents let this be a South Dakota thing and change the lottery system so 

winter has the most points gets a tag couple years ago a guy got it with one or two 
points there are guys out there with twenty points now that’s not fair at all 

 
1147147 I don't think it would be fair to let some rich out- of- state hunter throw his pocket 

change at an auction for a sheep tag when there are South Dakota hunters who  
have probably been waiting decades to draw a tag. 

 
1147780 I agree something needs to be done to protect the herd numbers and eventually 

increase them.  However, I think there has to be a better solution than auctioning 
off one tag (unless you keep the random tag drawing the same).  With the numbers 
so low in South Dakota, many people have been putting in for years and have 
been unsuccessful.  I do not think it is right that just because someone has this 
amount of money they are able to take a tag from the random drawing (if this is 
what will happen).    However, if they keep the random drawing numbers the same 
and just add the tag for auction I do not believe that would be terrible.  Although, it 
would still be taking someone else's chance away. 

 
1147966 The only place the bighorn sheep will live in SD will be in the black hills, disease 

has been and will always effect sheep,  however if the Mountain lion (coyotes with 
long tails)aren't seriously looked at you can throw all other ideas out the window,  
they need to be controlled or nothing else will work, Sheep are easy prey!!  Bottom 
line is control mountain lions before anything else is even attempted, the control of 
lions can only be achieved through the use of dogs to hunt and no real quotas, 
they are predators and need to be viewed as such, it’s as clear as the nose on the 
faces of all the officials that are put into office to MANAGE our wildlife!  now that 
needs to be done!    Thank you very much for asking. 

 
1148021 I don't believe non-residents should be allowed to hold a bighorn sheep tag in 

South Dakota.  Once the sheep numbers have stabilized and there are more tags 
for hunters, maybe then a non-resident should be allowed to bid on a tag.  With the 
current population of sheep being what it is - which isn't very many - I believe only 
residents should be allowed to hold a tag.      

 
1148066 DO NOT ALLOW NON RESIDENTS TO BID ON A TAG, OR ALLOW THEM TO 

PAY TO BID  ON A TAG, BUT NEVER ALLOW THEM TO HAVE A TAG. 
 
1148304 You can waste all your money and not get nowhere unless you control the 

Mountain lions 
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1149162 I would support another lottery tag, with perhaps a higher buy in.  A straight auction 
only means a wealthy individual will have a hunt.    Someone needs to get their 
head out of their ___ and control the mountain lions or none of us will have 
anything to hunt in the hills. 

 
1149267 lottery tags could be a good idea but put up for residents only. Just remember if 

you’re thinking about a lottery tag that is one animal and your current issued tags 
are two animals. And being in South Dakota a lottery tag will bring how much 
money. Maybe 5 to 10 thousand. Whatever is decided I would keep it resident only 

 
1149684 Do only one tag a year open for the auction no matter how many tags are 

available. 
 
1149705 I oppose the idea of allowing non- resident hunters to apply for sheep tags. it 

should be allowed only for the residents of South Dakota. Also I really don’t think 
that the gfp should invest money for a larger harvest. It should put its money 
towards something that would benefit a larger population of hunters instead of 
benefiting only a few. I also believe that the sheep season should be full curl ram 
only or at least 3/4 curl. 

 
1149777 if something isn’t done about the mountain lion population, it won’t  matter how 

much habitat, or how well its managed. 
  
1150108 Doing an auction like this will only enable the RICH to be able to afford to hunt the 

Bighorn Sheep!!  Don't they have enough privileges already just because they 
have money?  There is no way that most of the hunter's in South Dakota would be 
able to come ANYWHERE close to what these would go for in an auction.  We 
would probably just hunt somewhere other than South Dakota! 

 
1150126 Most hunters in South Dakota would not be able to compete in an auction like this.  

So once again, it comes down to whoever has the most money!  Nope, wouldn't 
even attempt to make a bid because I know I wouldn't stand a chance.  Only the 
rich will be able to hunt the sheep anymore in South Dakota.  Pretty soon we won't 
be able to hunt anything in South Dakota...time to hunt in another state. 

 
1150129 I don't agree with a pay to play plan. 
 
1150160 ANOTHER guaranteed tag/opportunity for wealthy non-residents?? NO WAY!! If 

those "conservationists" and "conservation organizations" really gave a crap about 
bighorn sheep they would donate the money without expecting us to prostitute our 
wildlife to them, in return! Want to raise money for this and other projects? Charge 
the non-resident pheasant hunters an extra $5-that should raise more than $500k 
per year and won't further erode our hunting opportunities since that particular 
animal is already fully commercialized. 

 
1150266 Studies have already been done with our money so why it is a shock when 

something happens to create population decreases and the solution is always sell 
out to big money people and get more money and for what? We already should 
have enough data on our sheep that we should know the problem and how to fix it. 
I am totally against the sale of a tag as these have been a coveted license to draw 
and for those lucky enough to draw it is cause for celebration, I don't think there 
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are any advantages to more study. Research the old data and tell us what has 
changed since it was done and what will new data reveal?????  

 
1150448 I think there has to be other ways to raise money than by auctioning to 

nonresidents. The nonresident is what I oppose the most. Maybe control the Mt 
lion population a little better might help as well! Just my $.02 worth. 

 
1150453 using resources an $$$ to manage the mountain lion population will go much 

farther than any disease control projects will. It will also benefit our states elk and 
deer herd populations as well! It is no secret........now we just need to fix it!!! 

 
1151197 My concern is that the future of hunting is going to be reserved for those with 

MONEY.  One example is pheasant hunting another is prairie dogs.  A few years 
ago I could ask most ranchers to shoot prairie dogs and usually they would 
welcome me.  Now with Nonresidents giving money out to shoot the dogs it’s hard 
for most South Dakotans to compete with that kind of money. If the auction money 
would definitely increase the herd and provide more licenses it could be a good 
thing.  However, consider the idea of putting a bounty on Mountain Lions in the 
regions that contain Sheep.  I know disease has had a negative impact on Sheep, 
but there is nowhere to hide from the Lions. 

 
1151699 I am in support of GFP and other conservation groups, including the Wild Sheep 

Federation, and their efforts to improve sheep habitat and populations within SD. I 
am not in support of auctioning sheep tags as a method of raising funds to 
accomplish this goal until all other options have been explored. I realize that it 
takes money to achieve the desired results as far as improving numbers, raising 
license quotas, etc. I think auctioning tags off sends the wrong message. It is 
critical that we attract a new generation of sportsmen and women to continue the 
support received from that community. Hunting is increasingly considered a 'rich 
man's sport', and auctioning tags off only reinforces that perception, especially 
among sportsmen that have accumulated a number of preference points over the 
years, only to have someone with enough money come in and buy a tag on year 
one. It seems like a good way to lose the support of those individuals. I would 
prefer to support the cause in other ways, like through fundraisers or similar efforts. 
I think incremental money from many individuals would be more productive than a 
single source, and would promote a greater support base over the long-term. I 
would encourage you to become more visible to the larger stakeholder community 
of sportsmen with this effort and explore all alternatives before auctioning one of 
the state’s rare opportunities for a sheep hunt, especially to a non-resident. I 
appreciate your consideration of my comments an am interested in the outcome of 
the survey. 

 
1152335 The way the proposed auction idea is presented; I strongly disagree with it!  I am 

not against the idea, just the way its worded. When will the auctions end? Is it a 
one year thing or will it go for 10 years or will it go on and on?  I think there needs 
to be a stop time to the auction, and a time set to go back to the draw.  How will 
preference points work during the years of the auction? Will we still have to apply 
for the points? There are a lot of questions that need to be answered. And to ask 
for input without knowing the answer to these basic questions is a bit unfair.     I 
think this is a good direction to head, but I cannot afford financially to bid on a tag, 
and to be in favor of a fund raising idea that may remove any chance of me ever 
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getting a tag, is not going to happen.  That's why a time frame needs to be 
established.  I am a resident of SD, and at some point I should have the same 
chance at a tag as the millionaire down the road or even more so the millionaire 
from out East or West that doesn't live in SD.    Bottom Line; set some time frames 
and establish some parameters so we, the resident hunters, can make some 
educated decisions.  As I stated before, it is going in a good direction, but fine tune 
it, then present the idea. 

 
1153677 I personally don't like the idea of hunting opportunities going to the person with the 

most money, however noble the reason. 
 
1153788 Very few south Dakotas could afford a 60 thousand dollar big horn tag.  It would 

probably be some rich out of starters that would get the tag every year.  I’m 
guessing w the lottery system I would never get a tag either so it is kind of a hard 
topic to agree w or disagree. 

 
1153969 Sure hope they make a come back 
 
1154144 I would agree to this if you added another tag just for this purpose, otherwise you 

are letting big money come in and take a tag that I cannot afford. 
 
1155029 The herd needs to be large enough to support more than 1 or 2 tags a year.  

Otherwise why bother?  It's depressing to think you could apply/donate $5.00 a 
year for life and never sniff the chance of hunting sheep in SD.  There needs to be 
a light at the end of the tunnel.  Otherwise you are just taking more money from the 
people who typically donate to help conservation in the first place. 

 
1156082 no mention of the mountain lion issue I am sure this must be a factor in sheep 

population.  Absolutely no non-resident tags for a limited draw such as this 
 
1156083 In response to the question of an auction tag.  I'm sure money raised from this 

would benefit efforts to help sheep restoration.  Would other efforts such as 
increasing application fee $5.  Other states have more tags to work with when it 
comes to sheep tag auctions.  Your proposing giving 1/2 the tags to whoever has 
the most change in their pocket.  If that did happen it would be easier to stomach if 
the auction was limited to S.D. residents.  I wonder if this proposal is premature 
until the mountain lion situation is fixed. 

 
1156167 I think generating revenue for habitat and management should come from licenses. 

Commercialization of this to provide opportunities to the highly wealthy is BS. 
 
1156203 Apparently there is a Big Horn disease problem when big horn and domestic sheep 

interact in the same area or are in close proximity so respiratory disease spread to 
Big Horn Sheep. Does the Big Horn Sheep have a future in the Black Hills where 
isolation from Domestic Sheep is more difficult as compared to the Rocky Mountain 
Region? What about predators like the Mountain Lion? Can Big Horn Sheep hold 
up to predation from lions, coyotes, etc.? 

 
1156539 1156539 work with what you got.  it has been working well until the die-off.  

strongly against the money tag.  let the real conservationist and hunters have the 
tags.  it is just fine if it takes me 50 years to get a tag.  let it stay the way it is and 
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leave the little 80 thousand out.  raise the applications prices?  The hunters will 
pay!!!!! 

 
1156843 You are never ever going to get enough Big Horns in SD that I will ever have a 

chance in my life time of drawing a tag. You have proven that in your management 
of elk in Custer State Park. Your preference system is a laugh! My 32 years of 
preference in CSP for elk is hopeless. Even with my preference points for sheep, 
you will not get a sustainable population for me to draw a tag. Our preference 
system is a joke, but I continue to support you with five dollar bills because I don't 
have the resources to go out of state. Sure sell them to rich nonresidents. We 
really do need more mountain loin feed at an expensive cost. Maybe there isn't 
enough habitat in the Hills. Why waste the resources? Maybe you need to 
concentrate on deer and elk. Every year, I get older the hunting and hunting 
opportunities diminish in SD. 

 
1156847 of course take the money and use it as intended stupid survey.  You already knew 

the answers 
 
1156910 As much as I would like to see the Bighorn sheep populations and the opportunity 

to hunt them increase, an auction tag in my opinion is not the way to go about it.  
Currently there are only two tags given out which are in the public draw, having the 
third come from an auction is not keeping the principle intact related to democratic 
allocation of hunting opportunity.  I think a better way to raise money would be from 
a raffle tag.  I believe it is possible to raise just as much if not more money and still 
give the average joe, blue collar person (which we South Dakotans epitomize) an 
opportunity.  Super tags as they are called in other states (AZ, MT, ID, NV) have 
done very well and can have   odds similar to the public draw. There is more work 
to be done in a raffle versus an auction and maybe that's why the WSF chose to go 
this route.  However, this eliminates the majority to have the opportunity at an 
additional tag and I think that's what the objective here is, more opportunity.     Also 
there is more information that I believe should have been given with the survey.  It 
appears in Montana the WSF keep 10%, why would they keep nothing in SD?  
What other conservation organizations would donate $50,000-$80,000 per year 
and why aren't they doing so without the   auction tag in place? Would they do so 
with a raffle tag?  How long would the GF&P expect it to be before additional 
hunting opportunities arrive in the public draw as a result of these additional funds?  
Will adding an auction tag open doors for other conservation groups to come to 
South Dakota and want additional tags to auction (Elk, bighorn sheep, deer, mt. 
goat, antelope)?  It can and has happened in other states and has divided many 
hunters. Bighorn sheep are wonderful animals to see in the wild and to the few that 
are lucky enough to hunt them it is truly a dream hunt.  I don't think the public's 
wildlife and this dream opportunity should only be for the wealthy.  Over 99% of 
South Dakota bighorn sheep applicants will never have the opportunity to hunt 
them, please don't let a wealthy individual "jump to the front of the line" and be 
given the   opportunity so many have only dreamed of.    Thanks    

 
1157398 Where does this stop...the idea of one tag for auction is an alright idea, but with all 

businesses in today's era, it never stops there.  An additional $60k for one license 
would be gone fast with the addition of another staff member and research.  Then 
GFP (and all businesses) would say, we are no longer operating within our budget, 
or just think what we could do with an additional $60k, "perhaps we should do a 
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second tag at $60k."  Eventually this type of mind set catches up with us, and 
South Dakota will only be servicing the rich.  Hunting the land is a gift from God, 
and I fear this opportunity will be gone for our young, when only the rich will be 
allowed to hunt.  I would support this mind set if it is set to 1 tag, and NEVER 
increases from that quantity...regardless of the growth in RAM numbers.  There are 
many South Dakotans that would love to hunt this animal and have not had the 
opportunity. 

 
1157509 We do not want our country to become one that hunting is only for the rich.  

Consider increasing the non-refundable application amount to 10 dollars. 
 
1157510 I have one major issue that really Burns me.    1. Get rid of those damn mountain 

lions and get rid of the wolves!!    When children and women and pets cannot go 
out at night or during the day for fear of attacks and when you have elk herds and 
deer and other animals being decimated by predators out of control, what the hell 
do you expect. Look around people mountain lions and wolves serve absolutely no 
purpose.  Best this is the Shit Shovel and shut up. 

 
1157532 No non res tags 
 
1158101 I think before any research, extra staff or money is used the problem with your 

mountain lions needs to be addressed.  It this issues isn't addressed you'd just be 
pouring time, energy and money down a rat hole. 

 
1158702 No nonresidents and unlimited lion tags or you are never going to gain. Deer elk 

and sheep   numbers will never increase unless the state figures that out. 
 
1158929 I truly want to see the sheep population thrive and increase.  But to make hunting 

even more of a rich man's sport, I am strongly opposed.  I would really like to ask 
for the opportunity to see the resident hunters and landowners given a chance to 
help in any way possible.  I truly would love the chance to hunt sheep and I know 
it’s a long shot in South Dakota, but I would love even more to give every resident 
an equal opportunity of drawing the tag.  Sheep hunting in Western states has 
already become a 'money talk’s hunt', and I would like us to consider the life 
experience of hunting sheep with friends and family more valuable.  I understand 
the financial benefit of the auction but this is the first time that hunters like myself, 
have been contacted.  Maybe with our own support we can accomplish some 
fundraising and volunteer labor to better the habitat.  I do not have deep pockets, 
which may make me biased, but I think you would be amazed at the effort and soul 
put into helping the sheep population by hard working blue collar hunters like 
myself.  Again, some more positive communication with the GFP and hunters 
would do wonders.   I applaud you for asking for our input and look forward to 
working together in the future.  Please feel free to contact me 

 
1159135 Keep the Big Money out of staters out...if not just high fence it all and sell hunts if 

you can keep the Mountain Lions from eating them all.  Been Hunting South 
Dakota for over 50 years now,  

 
1159318 Reduce the population of big cats in the hills as much as you can.  Offer a bounty 

on them if necessary.  At least open the season on them as a predator and get 
them out of the Hills.  They are causing more problems than good.  Also try to 
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influence the Feds to remove the wolves from the National Parks.  The introduction 
of these predators has reduced the elk herds, deer and sheep.  These big 
predators are not important to the ecosystem at this time, they are just a problem. 

 
1159740 Similar situations have been raffled off and generated even more monies, without 

specifically catering to the rich and famous. 
 
1159797 Charge more for an application fee to raise money. I hate to see only the rich get a 

tag even if the money is ear marked for helping the sheep population. 
 
1159981 I would like to keep the tags as resident only. I am not opposed to auctioning a tag, 

but would also like to see 2 or 3 tags still in the lottery system so it’s not a money 
war to get tags. I would also like to have a better idea of what the money raised 
would be used for. I realize that more research may require additional staff but how 
much more research and habitat costs can be covered if you hire another person 
and only bring in $80,000 to $100,000 with the auction and possible donations form 
conservations groups (I am looking at costs outside of a direct salary). 

 
1159983 Auctioning to raise money seems like a good idea at first. There is no good 

argument against raising extra money for habitat improvement. The problem I have 
is this: it takes a tag away from the average hunter that cannot afford $60-80K for a 
tag. It sells the public wildlife to the highest bidder (wealthiest), moving him to the 
front of the line, a line lots of hunters have been applying for over 10 years are 
standing in. I don't know how auctioning a tag would prompt the conservation 
organizations to donate additional funds, but the GFP should work to get their 
donation without having to do this.  Brining in sheep to occupy new habitat would 
be a colossal waste of resources at this time. Until the mountain lion population is 
reduced SIGNIFICANTLY all you would be doing is bringing fresh food for them! 
The GFP needs to open the Mt. Lion up as a varmint, shoot-on-sight, just like a 
skunk or raccoon.  Once the Mt. lion is eradicated, deer, elk, sheep and Mt. goats 
will all come back, then we should look to habitat improvement, until then the 
efforts will be in vain. 

 
1160268 Would not be opposed to this idea except the non-resident concept. 
 
1160662 It is my belief that the current management of all big game in the Black Hills is 

dysfunctional so getting additional funds through auctions and letting non-residents 
who will more than likely out bid a resident hunt is not something that should be 
started.  Once the foot is in the door the other big game becomes next on the 
menu.  Your issue in the hills is the predators, namely mountain lions and wolves 
and the commission does not have a handle on either. 

 
1160802 Please make a more assertive effort to drastically reduce the mountain lion 

population so all of the big game populations increase. 
 
1160833 Eliminate the season on mountain lions and have an open season on them would 

help (if not solve) most of the problems.    Let them be controlled just like any other 
predator (coyote and fox).  It would also help the elk, deer, and turkey population in 
the hills.  With the introduction of a lottery tag you are now promoting the trend of 
hunting becoming a rich man's sport.  I do not feel this is in the best interest of 
South Dakota.  The Black Hills already have the habitat to support a healthy 
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population of sheep, deer, elk, and all other species of wildlife.  The predators just 
need to be controlled! 

 
1161335 No. I have lived and hunted for 37 years in SD. Born here. It needs to be SD only 

for these limited tags. I would rather it be no tags for a number of years to help the 
population than a couple tags a year for the rich to take advantage of our animals. 
If you need another 150,000 a year. Raise all tags 1.00. Let’s be smart about this 
and use our own re-sources. There is a lot of wasted money going to the wrong 
places if you would look around. If someone pays that much for one tag there will 
be great scrutiny from the outside person if they do or do not harvest an animal. 
What’s next 2 Elk tags a year for non- sdakotans. I have taken Deer/ Antelope/ Elk 
(archery and rifle) for years and don't want any tags going out of state. 

 
1161374 I have no opposition to bidding of a bighorn tag IF it was additional.  I strongly 

oppose this situation if it is removing existing tag(s) from the lottery draw for a tag.  
By allowing the bidding of tags, you are limiting the tags to the wealthier people as 
compared to the current draw system, which is fairer to the general public. 

 
1161572 If you auction off a tag, you once again are turning hunting into a rich man’s sport!!  

The average hunter is already running out of places to have a successful hunt.  I 
am not sure there will be any place for my kids to hunt when they are old enough 
unless they are rich!! 

 
1161737 I think that as long as these extra funds are managed by the same people they will 

continue to be wasted.  This seems like nothing more than greed to me.  Who is to 
say that the other two tags won't be for sale in the future as well?   This will only 
benefits the GFP and of course the wealthy with their hopes and dreams of fulfilling 
a coveted "grand slam".  Try applying the funding you are currently receiving on 
things that make sense first, then we will see if you need to start selling tags to 
high bidders. 

 
1162235 this not the way to get money for sheep 
 
1162787 Make it a raffle available to residents and nonresidents. You shouldn't have to be 

rich to get a chance at this tag.  $100 a chance will get you a long ways. People 
wouldn't have to be limited to one ticket either. Give a better deal for purchasing 
multiple chances. Do the draw at a public event. 

 
1163384 if the auctioned tag 
 
1164080 opening up to out of state interests will be total money grab. Sheep, like the elk 

were once very strong in the hills. But now you can drive for miles and see neither. 
Total mismanagement of a once strong elk herd makes me question anything gfp 
does in the hills. No deer...no elk...no sheep....just mountain lions.  Why don’t you 
auction off mountain lion tags and use that money for elk and sheep?  It is very sad 
what has happened in the black hills......... 

 
1164841 Opposed to a non-resident being allowed to bid on the tag. A resident only auction 

would be a good thing. 
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1164901 If more revenue is needed raise the price to apply for a tag from 5 to 25 or even 
100 dollars. Only for residents. If SD auctions one tag for NR more will probably 
follow for other species!!! 

 
1165098 First, I believe this should still be for residents only, with only one tag a year we are 

still years from a sustainable herd.  Numbers and graphs can show whatever the 
person making them wants, the money from the auction.  Take this into 
consideration, a raffle of one tag.  According to draw results, 4,393 hunters applied 
for tags last year. If a raffle was held at $50 a ticket that comes out to $219,650, 
not counting all the people that don't apply because of the fact they will probably 
never get one. I have done several raffles for benefits over the years, just 
considering dollars I believe you can make way more money and keep the tag in 
the state. 

 
1165771 Like other states, this opens the doors to commercialize hunting.  Hunting has 

become big business in western states along with SD.  The old days of my dad 
growing up knocking on a door to hunt pheasants are gone.  I have come to realize 
that and unfortunately, don't hunt pheasants as much as before, and have put my 
time in as a waterfowl hunter, as that is one area that I can still access private 
grounds.  Big game hunting in SD is also tough to get access to private grounds to 
hunt, and in my opinion, this would open the door for something else.  Only the rich 
can hunt, meaning that what I am trying to teach each of my 3 daughters about 
hunting, potentially becomes a moot point, as if they don't have the money to go, I 
was fruitless in my attempts to get them to learn about the outdoors.      If these 
groups really want to help the population, why does it come with a rider/tag?  Why 
not give the money to help, instead of saying that they get a tag with it.  This is 
more about money than it is about helping in my opinion. There has been multiple 
websites that have discussed this issue in the past, and hunters have all said that 
same thing, it wasn't worth it, as other species quickly follow, then hunting is only a 
rich man’s sport.    I have grown up my entire life in SD, and stayed here because 
of the hunting and fishing, turning down jobs that paid quite a bit more out of state.  
If money is the answer, there are plenty of other ways to raise money; you don't 
have to sell out to groups that only has interest in big dollar clients.  Too much of 
our hunting already is about money, and less about relationships and helping a 
farmer/rancher out to gain access.  I have stopped at no less than 50 people’s 
houses over the last 5 years to gain access, and all but 3 of them have either said 
no, or show me the money.  If SD's hunting heritage is to continue, we can't 
continue to commercialize hunting.    Please don't ruin the heritage in SD by 
commercializing hunting. 

 
1167684 I believe that if you want to do something to raise additional funds you should do 

something that creates an even chance for everyone to obtain or draw a tag.  Not 
just the rich. 

 
1167868 I DO NOT want to see tags auctioned off to the highest bidder.  I would support a 

"lottery" drawing...where applicants could buy multiple chances at winning a tag for 
a modest amount ($5-$20) without preference points (which at the current tag and 
application levels are virtually worthless).  I feel hunting has already become too 
much of a rich man’s sport and auctioning off tags only adds to this.  Many South 
Dakota residents will put in for a sheep tag every year of their life and never be 
drawn...it is unfair that a wealthy nonresident could purchase this tag simply 
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because they have the money to spend.      Selling our big game resources to the 
highest bidder is a slippery slope and one I hope the SDGFP Commission steers 
clear of. 

 
1167873 Please keep tags for South Dakota residence only.  The auction tag would not let 

the average hunter even begin to bid on the tag. No none residents should be 
allowed period. Thanks 

 
1168702 Are you kidding me. We will never have enough habitat for a nonresident tag. The 

hills are not big enough to supply tags for its own residents. If you have an auction 
tag  it would only be for the wealthy. Have you forgotten we tried this years ago. 
How about better management? You have wasted are tax money and license 
money on studies so you can fly around in helicopters when the problem is simple 
THERE ARE TO MANY 
LIONS!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!. I used to applaud your work when you limited the hills buck tags and 
managed the elk herd into one of the finest in the country. But since you have 
pissed all that down your legs I have little faith in anything you do! Wanting to give 
a very very limited tag to a person who already has everything is a typical response 
from some leader that doesn't care about the local resident sportsman.                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Just another angry sportsman 

 
1170120 I don't know about having nonresidents in on the auction,  I think it may lead to 

other hunting licenses. 
 
1170963 I was bred born and raised in south Dakota, drawing this tag is probably the only 

chance I’ll ever have to hunt big horn sheep. The majority of the hunting I had has 
been taken over by out of state money and I see an auction tag as the same deal. I 
would rather pay a higher application fee.  In the end my opinion won’t matter 
because GFP will screw it up anyway. 

 
1171411 I think the herd needs to regrow to more numbers with mature trophy rams before 

auctions start. I feel a raffle would be a better way to raise funds and be fair to all 
hunters. Because how many people can spend $60,000 on a tag? I know some 
can but a lot more hunters could spring for a $20.00 ticket. 

1171465 I haven't got a tag yet so letting out of state people in would not be fair since I have 
like 14 years of preference built up. If they would let out of state residents put in for 
this drawing would it be just one out of state resident who would pay for the 
expensive tag? I also think that bringing in other sheep from other states would 
also help out our problem. 

 
1171782 In some ways I would like to see an auction for the sheep to have more funds but I 

do not like the idea of whoever has the most money wins or makes the rules Gets 
a tag, Etc.      What I'd rather see is a raffle, like the Wyoming boy scouts use, pay 
your 50.00 or 100.00 and have just as many chances to win as some fat cat. Thank 
you 

 
1171851 Auction tags consistently exclude the common hunter. The normal amount required 

to purchase such a tag would excluded almost all SD residents. So unless your 
intent is to lose the support of 99.9% of the hunters in this state, the auction tags 
would be a very poor idea. 



2012 South Dakota Bighorn Sheep Hunter Opinion Survey – Appendix B 

54 
 

1172010 Just another one of those deals poor boy sends in for a lifetime rich boy buys a tag 
and goes hunting I think there are other ways without auctioning off a tag but im 
just looking in from the outside 

 
1172577 I feel that the public should be able to offer input, but leave the management to the 

experts....the SDGFP. 
 
1172787 The selling of a tag like this would be making more of our hunting in South Dakota 

a rich man’s sport I really hope that we do not go farther down that road. The 
system that you mentioned would mean that if I had 100,000 thousand I would be 
able to hunt big horns in the near future. And in reality I will continue to put in for a 
tag and the odds are that I will die first. I do not see any problem with raising the 
app. fee to 10 to 15 dollars to help support the efforts that are being thought of. 
Most hunters from SD are not rich but they are willing to help out when they can. 

 
1172798 I only oppose nonresidents in bidding for license. I feel this opportunity should be 

for residents only. 
 
1172964 The fact that there are fewer than 5 tags issued now, issuing 1 tag to the 'high 

bidder' seems inappropriate.  In other western states, as referred to in this survey, 
they have a much higher number of tags issued so that the single tag for auction is 
less of an issue. You do not see any states issue 20% of tags to high bidders.  In 
addition, it seems to many people that the budget of the SDGF&P is strong as it is.  
Therefore, simply throwing more money at a problem such as pneumonia, lack of 
remote habitat, and predation cannot fix any of those issues.  I fully support using 
resources to try to expand and enhance the sheep numbers, but the allocation of a 
tag when so few are issued with the reasoning to increase revenue seems ill 
conceived and will likely bring much backlash from the SD public, 99% of which 
could not possibly pursue such an opportunity. 

 
1173035 Do not manipulate the lion numbers control their population according to the black 

hills land mass and bring in out of state sheep and we will be alright.  But if you 
bring in out of state sheep and Jeff Vonk and Tony Leaf change the lion data to 
show less lions than we actually have, then we will be wasting money.  I support if 
you get your lion population in order!!! 

 
1173037 Until GFP stops manipulating the science and data on all of our big game species, 

including the mountain lion population in particular, recovery efforts will be an 
exercise in futility. Disease and habitat issues are certainly a part of the equation, 
but as long as the impact of lion predation on both adults and lambs continues to 
be understated, it would be like throwing good money after bad to continue to seek 
new funding sources so we can keep Dr. Jenks and his SDSU stoolies in business. 
The folks have about had it with the current leadership of GF&P (in particular Vonk, 
Leif, Kintigh and Kanta), the distortion and manipulation of the scientific data from 
studies that are funded primarily by sportsmen dollars, and are sick and tired of 
being lied to! You really need to change your mission statement from "Serving 
People, Managing Wildlife" to "Screwing People, Mismanaging Wildlife"! 

 
1173068 The Sheep Foundation has already turned sheep hunting into a rich man's sport.  

DO NOT LET THEM DO THAT TO SOUTH DAKOTA 
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1173088 Strongly oppose nonresident part. 
 
1173319 I am not against auctioning off a tag for a big horn sheep that would be all good 

just don’t make it available to non-residents. 
 
1174204 What about the predators?  What about controlled burns to make for better 

habitat? I personally believe wildlife belongs to all of us. Not the highest bidder. 
Thank you for putting out a survey. It nice to have a voice. 

 
1174629 I would agree to auction one tag to a resident only 
 
1174722 I have applied for a Black Hills Big Horn Sheep tag since the first year it was held. 

Now you want to whore out a tag to the highest bidder. This pisses me off. I don't 
travel outside South Dakota to hunt. One because I can't afford too. Two, because 
I don't need too. Most of what I enjoy hunting is here in the state. I can't   imagine 
the amount of money I have spent on tags and application fees and other licenses 
over the years. I wouldn't even mind paying the high tag fee when I'm drawn for a 
sheep tag. But to whore out one of these tags to the rich that may not even pay 
taxes in this state. That just pisses me off!!!    I am sure you could figure out a 
better way. Like any other business, I am sure one division could support the other 
for a while. Like the pheasant and fishing departments could chip in. since they are 
well established in the state. To do what you propose would be a real kick in the 
gut for us little guys.     

 
1174903 I oppose letting rich out-of-state hunters the opportunity to "buy" a bighorn sheep 

license. It will hurt the number of people who apply for the lottery if there is the 
perception that a bighorn sheep hunt is only for the rich. 

 
1175379 Mountain Lions have reduced the herd just as much as disease. Quit trying to 

make hunting a rich man's sport!! 
 
1175476 So you’re telling the average sportsman that next year he will have zero chance of 

getting a license(I’m guessing there will be one like this year) because you’re going 
to action it off to some millionaire. Why don't you tackle the real problem which is 
the mountain lion. If you greatly increase the harvest of lions and get there 
population down to where they should be you will see increases in the sheep, deer, 
elk and goat herds! Better yet, remove lions as a big game and treat them as a 
predator, which they are. I'm sure you can come up with the money for your study 
in a better way than this proposal (i.e bighorn application fees and mountain lion 
tag fees). 

 
1175988 No tags should be auctioned for any species of big game animals in the state of 

South Dakota. Hunting should not be defined by who has the most money. A true 
hunter should be defined by the person who regards every animal harvested as a 
personal trophy. I do believe that the GFP could raise money by auctioning off any 
antler or horns recovered from people convicted of pouching in the state. You 
could also auction off any bighorn sheep heads that have died from nature cause. 
A good reference for this would be to look at the program currently in use by the 
state of Montana. 
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1176490 Auctioning off ONE big horn tag for excess of $50000 to $80000 is ridiculous. The 
common hunter like myself is not able to afford that kind of money to participate in 
the auction or even have a chance to bid on that tag, how does that help me? 
There are only 3 tags available for draw anyways, how does one more tag with that 
kind of money help me? It doesn’t, how am I going to see the benefits of some rich 
big shot that can buy a tag and I can't? It doesn’t help the common hunter.     GFP 
mismanaged the elk population and as a result there are only 150 elk in CSP. 
Good Job. Now I will probably never be able to shoot an elk, and same thing with 
the big horn sheep.     The solution to the problem is not auctioning off ONE tag to 
some big shot that can afford it, and the common hunter cannot. 

 
1176547 Only residents should be eligible to apply for tags.  Tags should be offered by 

drawing. Auction turns it into rich man only event. Need to ignore public opinion 
and kill more lions before we lose our elk and sheep herds completely. Thanks  

 
1177621 I think you folks need to re-examine how this money is spent.  Doing research, 

improving habitat is like recreating the wheel.  The animals seem to do fine all on 
their own out in the wild. What needs to be done is increase the amount of Mt. Lion 
tags, generate some out of state money with those cats, they are the main reason 
why the goats are disappearing. Take the $$$$ generated from Mt. lion tags, buy 
some more sheep and goats, vaccinate them and turn them loose near water, they 
will do fine on their own. 

 
1177729 I would only strongly oppose the measure if it were to reduce the regular quota 

available to residents. In other words, if 3 licenses were available for non-residents, 
and we took 1 of those licenses away for the auction tag, we are reducing the 
available tags to residents by 33%. This is why I strongly oppose the measure.  If 
the auction tag were to be IN ADDITION to the tags normally available to residents, 
some of which who have been applying for years and years, and it did not take 
away from their chances of drawing this coveted tag, then I would be in full support 
of an auction tag. 

 
1177836 I think the main problem with the big horn population is cougar over population in 

the BH region.  The Big Horn Sheep is a very easy target for Cougars and for 
some reason they have really taken over the BH Hills area.  I am originally from RC 
and I previously hunted whitetail deer in the BH   for 35 years.  In those years I 
seen one cougar track and the tail marks in about a foot of snow, it was around the 
Deer field area at least 25 years ago.  Now, everybody is shooting lions... I don't 
hunt much anymore...or I'm sure I would be seeing a lot more lion tracks.  It is very 
obvious lions have increased. I hunted in the Custer State Park approx. 8 years 
ago...I drew a Mule Deer Tag.  I remember the WTD hunters telling Gary Brundige 
of 11 or 12 cougars they seen in the park the night before.  I remember his 
comments “we don't have any cougars in Custer Park".   “Come on...Gary".    I'm 
not sure what the solution to the lion problem is...but Rapid City this week killed 4 
lions.  I would think that over population is a major factor...or the RC residents are 
feeding them! I think the GFP should allow hunters to use dogs and harvest more 
lions each year.   I would worry if someone shot a lion late...there should be great 
latitude if this happens..."don't make a big deal about it". Gees, I hope the State 
doesn't start seeing wolf's in the Black Hills area....ever. 
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1177977 Raise the mountain lion tags and guarantee you will see an increase in the big 
horn sheep numbers and other wildlife in the BH including elk and deer.  Strongly 
oppose the auction system.  Most hunters will never be able to afford the tag and 
many hunters apply for a lifetime for the big horn sheep and never receive a tag.  
Keep it a lottery and look at the bigger issue of the mtn. lions. 

 
1178099 Thank you for the work and dedication to allow me to experience the great 

outdoors 
 
1178374 I am a west rancher and I think the GF&P has mismanaged everything.     The cats 

have diminished all big game species and yet the GF&P puts blame on the hunter. 
Look back and see where your funding comes from. The most recent article about 
the Custer State Park and the elk population was a huge pile of crap. A cat kills 
every 3-4 day but yet the hunter is to blame. Wake up and manage the game or 
move over and let a rancher do it.     

 
1178425 TO ALL INVOLVED    The idea of an auction tag is not the answer to generating 

the income to provide for the habitat for the sheep in question. Yes we need the 
more sheep, more viable habitat, and less predation on the recruitment class of 
new born lambs. My question to the group is why should just the hunters be the 
one willing to go the distance to raise the funds to have all of the above. Are we the 
only one who benefit from sheep populations in SD. the answer is NO, everyone 
that lives here, passes through our beautiful parks and forests all need to chip in 
and pay their  fair share of the this project. It would be like us hunters building a 
really nice baseball park and letting everyone in the world come use it for nothing, 
and get the same rewards that I would get but have put nothing into the pot to 
enhance their pleasures. Everyone whether you are hunting, photoing, viewing of 
just loving the sight should pay your fair share, not just us hunters    If you are 
looking at trying to sell an auction tag, the big beef I have is that I have spent my 
time, effort, money and waiting 29 years for a tag, and then some BIG CAT with big 
money will get to come in and shoot a ram that I have waited for a long time to 
draw a tag, I seen this coming at the sheep conference at Cedar Shores in April, 
but no one listed to me then and will not now. Everyone is just looking at what the 
other states are doing, but most of these states have more than enough sheep to 
issue tags to state residents, we do not. It makes sense to find other ways to 
generate income from a diverse spectrum of people other than just us hunters. 
There are many other ways to finds funds that will generate many times more 
money than what you could get off of an auction tag.    I do not have the stats in 
front of me as I type this, GF&P staff, the commission all should look at the number 
of freeloaders (aka tourist) that get the benefit of our hard work for nothing, just by 
driving through CSP, BLACK HILLS NATIONAL FOREST, BADLANDS NAT 
PARK. These are the ones that need to pay their fair share and it is very easy to 
accomplish this by raising the park entrance fees by a meager $1.00 will in the long 
run, generate more than 5 times the amount you could raise from an auction tag. 
Everyone needs to look at it from a broader view than just having us hunters bear 
the cross for this project. If you got to the gate @ CSP or any state park /recreation 
area and had to pay $1.00 more you would not know the difference. I just paid 
$30.00 for a State Park pass, would it make a bit of difference if I paid $31.00 the 
answer is NO, as long as it was put aside for this project, or wildlife in general here 
is SD. It is time to take a serious look at this way of funding and let everyone pay 
their fair share. 
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1178450 Bighorn sheep tags should be for residents only, just like lion permits. 
 
1178469 I believe the animals’ biggest hurdle is from the environment.  Main one I see is the 

(YES) Mountain Lion population.  Why do we not have Mountain Goats and 
Mountain Goat hunting?  Answer>> (YES) Mountain Lions. Have there been other 
issues of course.  I actually though in my life time I would have a chance to hunt 
what others dream of like myself.  Mountain Goats and Big Horn Sheep here in SD.  
Look at Elk in Custer State Park.  Once thriving now population decimated by 
Mountain Lions. Right or wrong?  I'm 54 and due to the mismanagement of (YES) 
Mountain Lions I will never be able to hunt either (sheep or goat) or even have a 
chance as the odds for 1 are so steep and the other will never happen in my life 
time.  I am totally against an Auction for a tag for Bighorn !!!   The regular hunter 
will never be able to compete with the almighty dollar.  The public as you put is not 
everyone being or having the same odds as a drawing.  But then again you 
wouldn't get big $$ like you would with running a animal up to the person who has 
the most money to spend.   GF&P you are a disgrace to the South Dakota 
taxpayers / citizens / sportswomen and sportsmen.   How dare you try to pawn off 
this on to a survey for $$ auctioning off what you were charged to take care of and 
failed.        

 
1178721 YOU NEED TO INCREASE THE QUOTA ON MOUTAIN LION HARVEST IF YOU 

WANT TO INCREASE THE NUMBER OF BIG HORN SHEEP IN THE BLACK 
HILLS. 

 
1178826 You can raise the general hunting / fishing license fees and generate more 

revenue to fund the bighorn population issues.  Please do not start a lottery system 
in SD.  The professional guides - similar to Montana and Wyoming - would then 
dictate the lands the hunters can use or not use.  Very unfair the average hunter.  I 
would rather see an area on the license application for funding these programs 
rather or included with the TIPS donation portion. 

 
1178868 We don't need to raise more money to research anything. Its already in black and 

white what the predators have done to the populations of all other game animals in 
the black hills. We don't need to keep increasing the lion numbers we just need to 
start hunting them the right way. With hounds the bigger more area demanding 
cats will be harvested instead of a 28 lb. kitten. 

 
1178962 Let’s get serious about getting the Mountain lion numbers back down to much 

lower levels and the Sheep and Elk and Deer populations will improve accordingly. 
We need to act soon or we will be in this situation with all species. 

 
1179003 Currently the tag is an opportunity for any hunter to draw a big horn sheep tag. 

Moving to an auction would eliminate a lot of your average Joe's from the tag pool. 
You need to consider most of your SD hunters are average Joe's. Yes I have no 
doubt this would generate additional funds for research and development of the 
herd. Please consider the average working class when you make your decision. 
But hey, that just my two cents.    Your average Joe 

 
1179115 I do feel that if a tag is auctioned off every year it should only be done to a resident 

only. 
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1179312 I agree with bringing sheep into the area from outside SD and increasing the lands, 
if possible, through purchases and increasing the cost of tags, but not through 
auction when only the elite few, wealthy, are the only ones able to afford to hunt 
bighorn.  We already have too much catering to the wealthy for hunting and fishing 
in this state and nationwide. 

 
1179558 Why haven't the bighorn sheep been properly managed already they have been in 

the state for quite some time. 
 
1180147 Oppose non-residents hunting big horn sheep based on their ability to "outbid" 

everyone else.  I would support a resident only tag auction. 
 
1180152 I believe an auction for  a couple of years to generate income and improve the herd 

quality is fine, but to issue 2-3 tags per year and one of them being auctioned does 
not give the residents of this great state much of an opportunity for ever drawing a 
tag.  Get rid of the quota and make the season on mountain lions year round and 
the bighorn sheep herd size and health will increase along with the other big game 
species in the Black Hills!! 

 
1180153 I used to be in favor of this: at this time, however, my opinion has changed.  This 

looks like a get out of jail free card to an agency that must be running very low on 
funds.  Sheep are drastically affected by pneumonia, more so than habitat.  If you 
can't or will not get a handle on the lion population I don't see much sense to it.  It 
sounds like nearly 100% kill of elk calves in the park due to lion predation.  You 
really shouldn't even have elk tags available in the park right now.  Instead you 
have chosen to have a couple which forces everyone with points to donate 5 
dollars to hold a PP.  I assume, possible incorrectly that this was done for the 
income the PP's bring in.  At least that is what a lot of sportsmen think.  I guess the 
sportsman that I am around think the agency is too reactive and at this time things 
are out of there control and they don't have what it takes to correct the situation.  I 
believe that we have significantly more lions than you publish.  If we want lions I 
think the population should be held significantly below the carrying capacity.  I have 
three children and am very concerned with their safety.    Take care of the lion 
overpopulation first and then you can start building up the herds. 

 
1180163 I am concerned about auctioning off the one tag. It would make it a rich man's 

game-which would undermine the whole principal of making it equal for all 
residents. Auctions are a good thing if you have more than 1 or 2 licenses. If you 
had 30 tags, then an auction (for one tag) might be alright. The money could be 
raised by increasing other big game fees by a small amount, where there are 
thousands of tags.  

 
1180200 If there are 2 to 3 tags given per year, and one goes to a non-resident, that is 50%.  

I apply in all western states, and the most available to me as a non-resident is 10% 
with 90% of the tags going to residents.  With this in mind, I strongly oppose giving 
a wealthy nonresident the opportunity to hunt our Book bighorn sheep. 

 
1180215 I oppose auctioning off a license as that puts it out of reach of the ordinary hunter 

such as myself. I will support a lottery, whether statewide or nationwide, whether 
resident or nonresident, and whether or not the cost is the present $5 or somewhat 
higher, as that gives me, and every other hunter a chance, if we are willing to 
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donate a few dollars to the fund. I belong to several conservation groups and 
consequently make donations that I believe will support conservation, research, 
habitat improvement, and efforts to make wildlife available for the present as well 
as for the future. Another donation, whether large or small in the form of a lottery I 
am willing to make. That way, my Dollars will also go for this specific program. My 
small bid would not even be an opening bid in the "war" to obtain a license if one 
was available to anyone with the ability to bid as much as they wanted in order to 
obtain the only license available in the state, or the only license available in our 
state that way. While that may raise some much needed money, it also sends the 
wrong message--our wildlife is for sale to the highest bidder. Count me out. 

 
1180231 I don’t feel any rich prick should have any better chance of hunting a sheep in SD 

than anyone else.  If you want to raise more money to expand the sheep herd raise 
the application fee from 5$ to 25$ probably would raise more money that way than 
auctioning off a tag so some rich out of stater can take a huge SD bighorn that 
should be a resident of the state 

 
1180245 I feel like I just wasted   My time. We have poor herd numbers for everything right 

now. Takes decades to draw anything but deer and now you ask me if I would 
consider nonresident tags. I find it hard to believe that 50000 dollars will take care 
of the Mt Lion problem. SD sportsmen have been taken for a ride on this issue and 
notice there was no question about Mt Lions in the survey. In the last 10 days 2 
lions have been killed in Rapid and just today one spotted north of Wind Mill truck 
stop. Please get the lion problem in order before you ad anymore irons to the fire. I 
would like to restore my faith back in the SDGF&P. 

 
1180359 You only issue a few tags to residence now you want to auction them off and make 

it a rich man’s sport and to hell with us residence you apply year after year and 
contribute to GFP I do not think it is right 

 
1180768 Kind of like and dislike the auction tags. The reason is that so many hunters have 

waited so many years to draw a tag and then you have some "RICH" guy that 
probably doesn't even know a thing about woodsmanship or has the knowledge or 
even the respect for the animal, comes in and buys(STEALS) a tag out from under 
everybody. Never really like any auction tags. Yes they bring in money, but screw 
everybody else.   I also think that South Dakota needs to worry about managing 
their deer, antelope and elk a lot better before giving rich guys opportunities at our 
tags!!! 

 
1181076 In the short term until your goals are realized it seems this approach will only 

benefit wealthy people.   Instead of an auction of a sheep tag look into the chance 
to hold an additional lottery drawing for a set fee that would at least let the normal 
person have an equal chance with the rich at drawing this permit? This special 
drawing could be done with residents only-or residents and non-residents 
combined depending on how much money could be generated through the 
drawing. I'm sure you could check other states governor tag information to find out 
what kind of money would be generated through the special tag drawing. I see 
hunting opportunities for the common person dwindling each year and I don't want 
to see it accelerated in any way. I'm all for researching ways to bring the sheep 
herd back up, but until you do some more real research, find out ways to keep 
them from getting diseases from domestic herds, and ensure the normal hunter a 
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continued opportunity I don't feel it is right to give a sheep tag opportunity to only 
the wealthy. 

 
1181363 The auction is a very bad idea! Hunting has already turned into a money game if 

you have money you have good hunting that’s wrong and now the GFP and our 
great commissioners are promoting the money game go figure! How about 
controlling what is truly killing all of our big game the 150 mountain lions that have 
been 150 lions for the past ten years ya right. Wake up and listen to your biologist 
that are actually in the field and no what’s going on with the predators and game 
that is if you don’t fire them. 

 
1182246 We Start selling out-of-state tags for a big game like elk and sheep where is it  

going to stop? 
 
1182493 Why should the rich get this extra opportunity for the sheep? You better not go to 

the auction option. There are better ways. Do the right thing and let all of us 
hunters have an equal shot. 

 
1182549 With very limited numbers of tags it is not fair to let the rich have the opportunity to 

hunt while the rest of us do not have that opportunity. Would a raffle system be 
fairer, if someone would pay 80,000 for a tag let them go out of state to an 
overpriced outfitter. South Dakota hunting does not need to be just for the super-
rich. 

 
1183812 I strongly oppose this idea because we only have 1 or 2 tags available per year 

and the person with the most money would get it.  This would effectively eliminate 
the residents who have been sending in for numerous years to have the 
opportunity of going big horn sheep hunting.  This would now become the rich 
man's sport.  If you want to auction off tags, I suggest you auction off mountain lion 
tags and use that money to restore all big game species in the Black Hills. 

 
1183940 The idea of conducting an auction for one tag and using the funds for research and 

possibly habitat improvement  looks like a no brainer on the surface, but I strongly 
disagree with using a once in a lifetime opportunity for a resident of our state as the 
method. Most sportsmen in our state are of average financial means, and to hinge 
the future of bighorn sheep on the extremely wealthy only moves us that much 
closer to hunting big game as a rich man’s game. I have seen pheasant hunting 
totally changed and opportunities limited for residents of this state. Deer hunting is 
well on its way to becoming a rich man’s game in most of the prime habitat areas. 
We have seen our hunting opportunities for public hunting areas with a quality on 
par with private land steadily become more and more difficult as the cost of 
accessing prime private areas rises.     If we allow the sale of the public’s game to 
the highest bidder it is a slippery slope that in my opinion will lead to fewer and 
fewer opportunities for the average family and sportsmen to enjoy hunting in our 
state. I have dreamed for all of my life, (now 50), to hunt Mountain Goats in our 
state and now it appears that I may never have that opportunity. My all-time 
favorite big game hunting is Black Hills Rifle Deer, and now that is steadily being 
put in jeopardy. I think we should allow the sportsmen of our state equal access to 
hunting and supporting the game animals of our state and not turn it into a sport for 
kings and lords.      
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1184047 How many more bighorn sheep will we feed to the mountain lions? How many 
more deer and elk will we feed to the mountain lions? Too bad we have to fire the 
biologists who actually care about South Dakota's big game population...and for 
what? To appease a bunch of tree hugging lion lovers! I will not discount the fact 
that disease has taken its toll on the sheep population, but let’s get real.  The real 
killer of the sheep population recovery is mountain lions. Heck, before you boys 
even have a chance to get out and find the lambs after the vaginal plug is activated 
the lambs have already been eaten up. Come On... how many ewes were collared 
and plugged last winter and what is the lamb mortality so far this spring? How 
many lambs have been eaten by lions this spring? How long until we have to give 
up hunting all together to keep feeding the lion population? Seriously?   Disease is 
a natural occurrence and follows the natural cycles of population. Previous reports 
on the sheep pneumonia stated that it is more prevalent during higher population 
cycles as it is passed through the population. Now the population is down and so 
the prevalence of the disease should be down and the population should start to 
rebound...correct? GET A CLUE! Does the GFP really expect us to believe that the 
sheep population will begin to rebound when the lion population is at an all-time 
high! AND NOW you folks want us to throw good money after bad, researching 
disease some more. WTF?   John Kanta has stated he is a scientist and relies on 
scientific data to make decisions... well guess what? It takes YEARS to 
scientifically gather and scientifically research and scientifically analyze the data, 
and now finally after the hunters and sportsmen have been saying for years, the 
data finally agrees with what we've been saying for years... too many lions!!!!! 
Kanta and others in the GFP would do well to honestly listen to the voices from the 
field, hunters, hikers, fishermen and landowners. Scientific data is GREAT but it 
takes years to gather and analyze... this data should be tempered with common 
sense and real time reports from the field. The problem with relying on scientific 
data exclusively is it WILL ALWAYS BE a day late and a dollar short! And not to 
put too fine a point on it... the exact reason for this survey. A day late and a dollar 
short. The lion population is at an all-time high, deer, elk and sheep populations 
are plummeting as we anxiously await the results of another scientific study... and 
now we need more dollars to fund ANOTHER study? REALLY?   The boots on the 
ground already know!     I sincerely HOPE someone at the GFP actually sees this. I 
will NOT support the auction of ANY big game tags in SD... and honestly, I can't 
imagine anyone in their right mind spending  $50,000 to $80,000 on a tag when the 
sheep population is so low.   Thank You for your Consideration. 

 
1184414 kill all the mountain lions in the hills thereby returning the total elk and deer tags to 

2005-2007 levels.  Currently the state is offering an estimated total of 3000 total elk 
and deer tags this 2012 season.  This less than half what is was in 2004 or 2005 
before the cat epidemic we now face.  If you figure $35 a tag x 3000 tags we don't 
have today, that is $105,000 in lost revenue.  stop worrying about how to raise that 
money thru a bighorn sheep auction to increase that herd, and take care of what 
the real problem with ALL big game in the black hills really is....mountain lions....for 
crying out loud....4 cats have been killed in the past 3 weeks IN rapid city.  I have 
seen over 7 different cats in a 5 mile stretch of road that I live on in the past 4 
years on my game cameras.....the MOUNTAIN LION is the problem with all of our 
big game woes in the hills no matter how all of you at GF&P want to spin it for the 
general public.  Disease or habitat loss?  Are you kidding me? 
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1184616 I understand the need for funding if we are going to improve the Bighorn sheep in 
the Black Hills, however, I also think that one tag annually for conservation groups 
is not in the best interest of resident hunters. With only 2 tags available this year 
that would mean my odds of drawing a tag were cut in half if we auctioned one of 
the tags off. I do realize that with additional funding there might be more 
opportunities in the future but there are no guarantees on that and it could be 10-
20 years away. Do we need to allow the conservation groups a tag every year?   
For most resident hunters of South Dakota this will be the only opportunity we will 
have to harvest a Bighorn. If we allow conservation groups to have a tag every 
year our chance of ever having an opportunity to hunt Bighorn Sheep will be 
dramatically reduced.  Current management practices were working until the sheep 
were hit with increased predation and disease. What would be the goal for sheep 
management in the hills? What is the number of sheep the habitat in hill can 
sustain? 

 
1185288 Yes, I would like to see our Big Horn sheep, deer, elk herds, etc. increase within 

the boundaries of the BH.  Considering the limited amount of revenue generated 
from the sale of hunting/fishing licenses each year, research efforts are hampered.  
However, I ABSOLUTELY disagree with auctioning big game licenses.  For 
individuals like me who choose to live in SD due to the quality of life and 
opportunity to hunt a variety of game, we forfeit larger incomes and possibly better 
hunting opportunities that could be experienced in other states.  With the current 
lotto system I have a chance to draw and pay a reasonable price for a tag.  I can't 
afford to pay $500 little alone several thousands to hunt big game animals.  I 
believe the SDGFP has an obligation to meet the demands and concerns of all 
resident hunters and not just the 5% instate/outstate hunters who can afford to pay 
large sums of money to hunt.  I would like to see the GF&P form a committee(s) of 
state residents who have knowledge of hunting and the outdoors and a deep 
concern for wildlife to brainstorm/generate other ideas to help increase revenue.      
I believe auctioning one tag could do more harm than good.  Especially when there 
is a lot of skepticism 

 
1185577 I would like to see the sheep herd grow and if there are any sheep that can be 

harvested that it be by the lottery system to RESIDENTS only! 
 
1185611 This is an outrage that our game resources of the State of South Dakota go to the 

highest bidder.   Let the groups raffle a tag just like the Rocky Mountain Elk 
Foundation does with the Custer State Park Elk hunt.. This follows with SD values. 
This proposal sounds like the good ole boy network with special privileges for the 
rich and is wrong to the core....strongly oppose is an understatement... 

 
1185646 For an agency that seemingly opposes privatization of wildlife, even considering a 

hunting opportunity to the highest bidder is nonsense.  Especially considering the 
GFP already has plenty of funds to conduct this research. 

 
1185808 Eliminate the lions and we will have sheep again. 
 
1187031 Its hard enough to draw a tag in this state for any limited issued tag.  Opening this 

to the nonresidents would probably have an equal push for residents to quit 
applying altogether. 
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1187181 It would ok if South Dakota could get extra money to help the bighorn populations. 
As an avid hunter I'm not going pay extra money just to have a license nor would I 
pay extra for a small or big game licenses. There is enough public land to hunt and 
the GFP does a great job controlling public land that they have. A friend and I been 
sending in the for Elk tags for the last 12 years and it seems that the license 
numbers keep going down. Maybe people should start sending in for those tags 
when their 12 to 15 years old and maybe then they might not be 30 years old 
before they receive a tag. Controlling the mountain lions would also help. Maybe 
letting hunters hunt lions with dogs would help control the male populations if we're 
so afraid of killing to many females. 

 
1187240 please control the predators open up the big cat season even more, encourage 

coyote control 
 
1187605 It appears that the GF&P is interested in making big horned sheep hunting in SD a 

rich man’s sport.  This is especially true if you allow out of state hunters to be in 
competition with residents for the 1-3 tags that would probably be available no 
matter how healthy the sheep herd is.  Your conservation magazine talks about 
taking young people hunting so that hunting will continue yet here you want to 
make money on the peoples wildlife.  Greed is still greed no matter what color you 
paint it.  I am and always will be completely and totally against high ticket auctions 
of South Dakota’s wildlife. 

 
1187863 Our sheep hunts should be resident only.   Fix the cat problem! 
 
1187959 I would like to have a bunch of bighorns in state but don't believe it can happen. 

The habitat is not good in a large enough area and it would take too many 
resources away from critters that do have a chance on their own. Also, they would 
just be more food for the mountain lions. My friends and I will never be convinced 
that lions are not the end of the good elk hunting. I tried for years for a tag in and 
out of park and started to just putting in for pref. points, hoping they make a 
comeback. It won't happen during my good years I have left. Who wants to be 70 
and shooting from a chair or vehicle? 

 
1187998 Allowing non-resident hunting is not acceptable.   Very frustrating when resident 

hunters are not allowed the opportunity that a non-resident would be afforded. 
 
1188069 I think that the suggestion of offering a tag for auction is a bad idea and should be 

avoided.  I think moving in this direction will put additional pressure on creating 
outfitter tags for other species and there will be no turning back once this happens. 
While the suggestion has good intentions of increasing funds for sheep habitat 
management, if additional funds are need for sheep habitat, couldn't reserve funds 
be used?  It doesn't make any sense to create a funding source since there are 
already funds in reserve. 

 
1188281 No matter how much money is spent the Black Hills are not large enough to 

support Big Horn Sheep.  There has been too much urbanization in the Black Hills 
to support a Big Horn Sheep population.    Until you do more to manage the 
mountain lions there will be no big game animals PERIOD. 
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1188285 Maybe we should first reduce the mountain lion population.  Spending large 
amounts of money and effort to get a herd built up, only to watch their numbers 
decrease again, hardly seems worth it.  It would be nice if we could put the elk, 
bighorn sheep, and deer above the predators. 

 
1188463 Auctioning to out-of-state hunters is the problem for me.  Having grown up in South 

Dakota I have seen firsthand what happens when hunting becomes 
commercialized.  It is depressing to think that I will likely never be able to pheasant 
hunt with my 2.5 year old son, without having to pay.  While no one can argue the 
benefits of the money that it brings to the state, the state's own residents how pay 
the price of no longer having places to enjoy hunting in its purest form is forgotten 
from the conversation.  I would hate to see the same happen with big horn sheep.  
I believe it is poor judgment/approach to bank on funds from out-of-state auctioning 
to pay for habitat improvement that "should presumably" improve sheep numbers 
and therefore allow for a greater number of tags.  A much more logical approach to 
me would be finance habitat improvements etc., from existing funds and if your 
beliefs of population increasing as a result proves to be true, then as you increase 
tags for residents you also auction one to out-of-staters.  This to me is a much 
better model and keeps South Dakota hunters the focus, rather than someone with 
deep pockets from another state! 

 
1188870 All we have to do is get rid of the Mountain Lions. 
 
1188918 I think auctioning a Bighorn tag to either residents or non-residents is sending a 

bad message to the people of S.D. because the vast majority couldn't even begin 
to come close to getting a bid for a bighorn.    It is getting hard enough to even hunt 
pheasants due to the limited public hunting in several parts of South Dakota and 
the cost of the pay hunting.    I don't have a problem with conservation groups 
donating money for managing the Bighorn population which I think is a great idea. 

 
1188920 I would suggest you consider raising the price of each application that is non-

refundable. Calculate the number of current applicants and divide by a target of 
$50,000.00 and apply that to app. fees. You accomplish the same goal but are 
rewarding all of you supporters, not just limiting the hunt to a small percentage that 
can afford it. 

 
1188928 I would like Game, Fish, & Parks to report the % or number of the Pheasant Kill are 

Pen Raised vs. wild birds.  Thank you. 
 
1188968 I understand disease and habitat are a factor for increased populations but I feel 

we need to look at predation.  Putting out extra animals would be a waste of money 
and time if survival is not part of your plan.  What else is contributing to the loss of 
sheep in the Black Hills?  If the answer is not predation than spend the money to 
assist the rebuilding of the herd. 

 
1191656 You want to sell out of state tags? sell lion tags and use that funding 
 
1191706 Allow everyone to participate through a lottery system.  Charge for tickets and 

make them available nationwide.  Winner gets the hunt and the state makes even 
more money. 
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1191883 Further research is not necessary, action to resolve the problems with disease and 
predation are what is needed.  Until the problems are corrected it will not do any 
good to bring additional sheep into the state.  Talk to the sheep biologists in the 
other states who have already dealt with the same problems.  Raffle off a chance 
for $20 for three tickets and give everyone a chance for the extra sheep tag instead 
of the select few! 

 
1192018 I think auctioning a Bighorn tag to either residents or non-residents is catering to 

the rich and anymore it is getting to be a rich man's sport to even hunt pheasants 
due to the limited public hunting in several parts of South Dakota.  I don't have a 
problem with conservation groups donating money. 

 
1192384 There is no way the average South Dakotan who now applies for a sheep tag can 

afford to bid on a tag, you’re putting the tags into the hands of the rich, that's not 
what South Dakota is about. You already get big funds on the application fees. I 
would rather raise the application fee to $25.00 dollars. 

 
1192901 The State of South Dakota should appropriate the necessary funding to facilitate 

the study of the state's bighorn sheep population and their habitat in an attempt to 
find the means necessary to eradicate and prevent the spread of detrimental 
disease within the herd, using whatever means necessary including the possibility 
of culling the diseased animals from the herd and bringing in new healthier 
bloodlines from outside sources. 

 
1194754 I am worried that someday our sons and daughters will only be able to hunt if they 

are rich.  Take New Zealand for an example, the average person cannot afford to 
hunt in New Zealand.   I think auctioning off a tag is a bad precedent to set,  I lived 
in Montana and never liked it their either.    I would rather GFP sold a Grand Slam 
Hunt in South Dakota.  For a 10 dollars you would get a chance to win a tag that 
would allow you to hunt Big Horn Sheep (in a specific area), Mountain Goat(if 
Number available), Bull Elk, East and West River Dear, Antelope, Mountain Lion, 
Turkey and snag paddle fish.  I think this would raise an equivalent amount of 
money.  Also I would donate money when I apply to Big Horn Sheep....      In 
Montana the Big Horn Sheep population is doing quite well in the Missouri River 
Breaks, Any chance we could place a small herd in the Breaks?    On another note 
I would like to see Archery tags increased in for elk and reduce the rifle tags.  
Seems like both have been cut equally.    I would also like to see certain counties 
go back to the late season hunt for archery deer.  Use to work real good for me 
when it started the weekend after thanksgiving.   I realize deer pop is too high in a 
lot of counties.    In addition, I would like the seasons go archery, muzzle loader, 
then riffle other states do it this way and it works quite well.  If you have any deer 
hunting skills rifle hunting during the peak of the rut does not offer much challenge. 

 
1194950 As a resident of South Dakota the opportunity to hunt big horn sheep is a major 

plus.  By allowing the tags to be sold on a public auction would take that 
opportunity away from most of the residents of South Dakota because of the cost. 
South Dakota is a state rich in its hunting heritage by allowing the big horn sheep 
tags to be sold at a public auction any resident that is truly interested in hunting big 
horn sheep will be forced to go to other states to hunt. Once they start going to 
other states to hunt they will look at hunting other species in other states. In the 
long run South Dakota will be losing a lot of money for hunting to other places and 
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it will change a lot of peoples mind about moving to South Dakota. In the long run 
South Dakota will lose a lot of young people to other states with better hunting 
opportunities.  I strongly oppose auctioning the big horn sheep tags! 

 
1195913 GFP has millions of dollars in reserve. Use some of it for sheep management 

instead of continuing down the road of making hunting opportunities available only 
to those with deep pockets. 

 
1198175 If you have auctions for tags then it is just the rich man that has the chance at one 

of the state’s resources. There are already too many things that have changed in 
the state for hunting due to money can buy anything including a big sheep. 

 
1198516 Are you kidding me by auctioning off a tag you just as well consider it no longer a 

hunters dream to take a bighorn and let the guy with the most money have it. I 
strongly believe that if the sheep would have been managed better from the 
beginning and maybe the fricking mtn. lions would have been controlled better we 
wouldn’t have this problem. As an avid hunter I believe that if you go to this 
auctioning of a tag you now run a game farm why not just pen one up and let them 
shoot it in a confined area? I am sure you could by a pretty big sheep for 60,000 
bucks and then if it were in a pen you would be able to guarantee who ever got the 
tag they could shoot a big one with little to no effort. You must take into 
consideration that there is a lot of residents who have been applying for this for a 
long time and myself as one of them would like to keep it that way residents only. 

 
1198956 Sounds like someone wants a tag and wants their own process to get ahead of 

others.  This appears to be driven by a few people.  I doubt people applying for this 
tag would decrease if you doubled tripled or quadrupled the price.  Why not raise 
the application attempt fee to $20? 

 
1199721 We never had this problem in the years past? lower the # of mountain lions is a 

great start to what it used to be. Why aren't there any mountain goat tags? why 
have you lowered the elk and deer tags?? Mountain Lions!!! Please stop wasting 
our time and money and manage our wildlife. 

 
1199957 I haven't been able to apply for Custer bighorn for many years - like everyone else. 

I have virtually no chance of ever seeing the Black Hills license either. Giving 
millionaires the privilege of hunting something we can't, will never be acceptable to 
me. The wildlife management in this state is a joke. I have 16 years of Black Hills 
elk points and 21 years of Custer elk points and I will probably never see those 
tags either. Yet the GF&P keeps kissing landowners butts and giving them bull 
tags every year at our expense. Sheep are the most easily affected animal from 
diseases. Bringing more in to die from disease or get eaten by the out of control 
mountain lion population is a waste of money. The commissioners are a bunch of 
game farmers that buy their seats from the governor. I would like to see the 
commission elected positions with its makeup set so no more than half could be 
landowners and game farmers. 

 
1200665 I cannot for the life of me understand how the GF&P can continue to keep their 

blinders on regarding the mountain lion population.  In 1994 I videotaped 25 rams 
in one group.  If you were not so completely oblivious to the time frame of the 
significant mountain lion population explosion then you would clearly see a 



2012 South Dakota Bighorn Sheep Hunter Opinion Survey – Appendix B 

68 
 

correlation between the decline of the bighorn sheep and the overabundance of the 
lions.  Hunters have subsidized the mountain lions dinners for years now and we 
have spent millions on rebuilding the bighorn sheep and elk populations in S.D. for 
the mountain lions benefit.      The longer you people in the GFP wait to pull your 
blinders off and allow year round unlimited lion harvesting, the longer it will take to 
repopulate the sheep, elk, deer populations that have been the bread and butter of 
the Black Hills hunting opportunities for so many years.  We are losing our 
opportunity to hunt game animals in the black hills.     It infuriates me that each and 
every year hunters are taking more lions in less time, and then each year you 
decide to increase the harvest numbers.  OPEN YOUR EYES!!!!!!   This is due to 
MORE LIONS ARE BORN EACH YEAR THAN HUNTERS SHOOT.   Each year 
the lion population is larger than the year before resulting in more sheep, elk, deer 
being eaten for dinner by the lions and fewer hunting opportunities for hunters.    
Please change your policy and allow open season lion hunting in hopes that 10 
years from now we can be back where we were 10 years ago before the mountain 
lion population explosion. 

 
1201645 Predator management needs to take a higher priority, especially as the herd is 

trying to rebuild. Interesting that there were no questions on the survey regarding 
this. 

 
1201791 Hunting has become the sport of kings, and excluded the common man in almost 

every field. To allow tags to be sold to the highest bidder would increase funds for 
the sheep, but no SD resident would ever be able to afford that tag. 

 
1202153 I would be ok with a tag raffled like the RMEF does, but an auction I am totally 

against. it is just another way of shutting the average person that bears the load of 
the SD gfp s expenses out of a hunting opportunity. Do a better job of managing 
what you have. 

 
1202395 Too many states are giving the very rich the best hunting opportunities. Case in 

point, the 'Spider" bull Elk taken in Arizona (New Mexico?) Not only did he pay a 
large sum for the tag but also put outfitters on the payroll to make sure no-one else 
shot "His" bull by harassing other hunters in the area.  Also, Custer State Park is 
an excellent example of Sheep mismanagement. They tried to stockpile the 
animals, got too many, got a disease and nearly wiped out the herd. Total 
incompetence. 

 
1202449 It seems that you already know what the problem is with the sheep:, disease and 

predation have reduced the number of sheep in the population and the recruitment 
of lambs.  Studies don't solve the problem, just like what is going on with the 
Custer State Park elk population and more studies while the elk numbers continue 
to decline.  Some action needs to be taken to solve the problems. Everyone knows 
what the problems are but nothing is being done to correct the continuing 
population declines of CSP elk and sheep.  The number of sheep tags continue to 
decline and it is almost like winning the lotto, and you want to auction off one tag? I 
say do a raffle so everyone has a chance at least to get the extra tag instead of the 
guys with the deep pockets.  Three tickets for $20 and at least everyone has about 
as much chance as drawing the golden tags! 
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1202538 Something needs to be addressed about the decline of elk in Custer State Park 
and the black hills or it will be in the same class as the big horn sheep! Is it really 
disease, mountain lions, or mismanaged! 

 
1202731 The money spent by GF&P on land purchases should be put on hold until the elk, 

mountain lion and bighorn population problems are in order. Priority needs to be 
put on research and managing the lands GF&P already has to manage these 
populations accordingly. 

 
1202812 If manage mountain lion population you could have more tags for residents and still 

auction tag. Mountain lions destroy all big game populations in hills, 21 years 
preference in park for elk did not bother to apply GFP needs to wake up 

 
1202834 I think you guy are going in the wrong direction here, maybe guy guys should be 

doing more raffle like 21 gun giveaway, In northeast South Dakota I’m a huge 
hunter I’ve never seen a benefit for sheep.  I know you would have to work twice as 
hard for the money. But I think the resident population of South Dakota is not going 
to like you guy catering to the guy's with the most money. Yes I think it would help 
the sheep, but at the same time the GFP would be cutting of the hand that feeds 
you, the people of South Dakota 

 
1203015 I do think more research is needed but I really can’t support having a tag auctioned 

off to the highest bidder. When hundreds if not thousands of South Dakotans will 
never get a chance to hunt them but some guy with deep pockets will. I realize the 
idea is to use this money for research to build the population so more residents can 
draw. But I don’t see a South Dakota sheep tag drawing the money other western 
states can bring for a sheep tag. We are not known for sheep we are not a sheep 
destination. Others are paying that 60-80k a tag in a state known for quality sheep 
with good populations and an age structure to find a trophy ram in a true western 
Rocky Mountain sheep hunt. That seems like a lot of money to shoot a 
transplanted ram. So in the end I don’t really like the idea because if it doesn’t work 
it’s just the rich benefiting. If it does work great but will the population turn around 
on its own in our lifetime or will this money just buy more transplanted sheep? 

 
1203644 As soon as we have an auction for one license/species, we will have that for 

everything & turn hunting into a high stakes money game. I've chosen to hunt on a 
preserve/ranch for elk before, however the state should not be affiliated with an 
auction. Maybe a 2nd lottery like the one through RMEF for an elk tag would work. 

 
1203659 More bighorn sheep to feed the cats or what? 
 
1203762 I think we need to do a better good in managing the mountain lion population.  This 

will help the numbers of all big game species in and around the Black Hills. 
 
1204262 I will keep applying for Big Horn just as I do for Mt. Goat and Bull Elk even though I 

will never get a tag. Do what helps the big game. I don’t like the idea that an 
nonresident can hunt what I cannot in my own state. The Mulie population west 
river is in danger but unlawful hunters (locals in those areas)are allowed to violate 
other hunters rights! What’s being done to help these herds? What is being done to 
stop the interference of fair chase by east river hunters? The sheep herd at Wall 
has moved. I know because I’ve taken awesome pictures of them at very close 
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range hunting the Wall. My wife and I decided to not hunt there ever again because 
of all the harassment! And Yes we have reported it with no consequences. The 
stories of deer eating hay from RANCHERS’ fields makes them targets. Yet not 
allowed to hunt them during season without $$$$$$$$$ If you can’t tell I’m 
disgusted! I’m a DAV Combat Vet and I notice life and the change of people with 
don’t give a crap attitudes towards others. 

 
1208527 Sheep tags should be available only to residents.  Auctioning to the highest bidder 

would allow only the very wealthy to obtain licenses.  Why does the money for the 
sheep need to come from the sheep?  Pheasants are a source of money in SD and 
could contribute to the sheep. 

 
1209791 Are you kidding me? Landowners charge to hunt prairie dogs, coyotes, deer, 

turkey, and pheasant. South Dakota has become a destination for "big money" and 
the average resident is left to hunt road ditches and awful public habitat. The Black 
Hills, and the animals there, provide residents with the opportunity for quality hunts 
for less money.  Turning any big game tag into a lottery quickly dismisses the 
average person from hunting and simply caters to wealthy residents and non-
residents alike. I strongly oppose any of these actions and would encourage you all 
to focus on controlling predatory animals that decimate our deer and elk 
populations and allow the rest of the state’s animals to manage themselves. 

 
1213419 Nonresidents should not be able to get this tag.NO NO NO. and get rid of the 

Mountain lions they are more dying from them than sickness I think. 
 
1213651 I feel an auction tag is a like gateway drug.  What's to say we introduce this 

practice in other species to "help" them?   After 5 maybe 10 years of doing this and 
the herd is large and healthy again, would we keep auctioning one just because?  I 
love the thought of helping the herd; I'm just concerned of where this will take us.  
The other issue is cougars.  It took too many years to admit we had a lion problem 
and start addressing it.  If they were taking 30-40% of the lambs, the sheep herd, 
and all big game species should be able to rebound with better control of the 
predators.  A more detailed plan would maybe put my mind at ease. 

 
1219728 I think SD should not allow rich nonresidents to hunt big horn sheep here.  the end 

does not justify the means. 
 
1225641 I strongly oppose an auctioned tag because hunting on public lands should be 

available to the public, not just those who can pay $60,000 to $80,000 for an 
auctioned tag. I would rather all of the fees collected on a lottery tag go to big horn 
sheep management, even if this means opening the lottery up to out of staters 
and/or increasing the application fees for a big horn sheep lottery tag.    If the 
sheep population was healthy enough to support more tags so that a small number 
of tags could be auctioned while still having enough lottery tags that it would not 
limit the opportunity for the average person to hunt big horn sheep, then I would 
support an auctioned tag. 

 
1226628 If a tag was auctioned this goes against making the GFP's statement of making 

sure quality hunting is available to the common. Currently bison in Custer State 
Park license is too costly for me to even apply for. Only the select few can apply. I 
trust the GFP in using the funds to further opportunities in the state and recognize 
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the quality of activities they provide. Currently there is very little chance to hunt in 
your lifetime and allowing the highest bigger seems to go against the ideology of 
the GFP. Would this happen to deer tags, antelope, etc just to bring in more 
revenue? 

 
1231881 Just like all the other hunting opportunities in these United States this just proves 

that if you have the money there is nothing stopping you from getting what you 
want and let the former middle class and low income people set by the side and 
watch as some SOB with a lot of money gets the tags that are supposed to be in a 
lottery that's fair to all.  I have hunted in areas already that are public that some 
rich person has the road blocked and chases off the regular guy.  It pisses me off 
when they lock up the areas that are federally owned and supposed to be public, I 
get a tag by legal methods and walk my legs off only to find that I can't hunt 
because someone has the gate locked with a padlock and a sign making me 
wonder if this is really the spot I thought was public(later finding out the sign was 
put up by some land owner who then lets his buddies hunt).  There is also the 
matter of ranchers running cattle on forest service land for little or nothing and over 
grazing it to the point that the deer and elk leave.  Then us lower income hunters 
that can't afford to hunt on a private ranch are screwed again.  I am fed up with the 
commission bowing to the ranchers and farmers every time they throw a fit.  They 
are supposed to represent the SPORTSMEN AND WOMEN not the ranchers. 

 
1232662 I wouldn't totally oppose the auction idea as long as there would still be an 

available lottery system in place for an additional tag.  Otherwise, you are 
eliminating any chance for the individuals that can't afford to bid on a tag and 
turning it into a wealthy-only hunt. 

 
1235117 Sound like an easy way to get a lot of money.  However, it is highly unethical for a 

taxpayer funded bureaucrat to auction off public resources as a cash grabbing 
strategy.        We have been seeing more and more of these back door funding 
attempts as agencies struggle to hold on to past levels of support in a declining 
economy.   It is imperative to good government to restrain bureaucracies within 
proper funding channels.  A bureaucracy that can fund itself eventually has 
problems subordinating itself to the will of the public. 

 
1236002 Open it up to everyone not just those who can pay through an auction.  Have a 

lottery draw and open it up to everyone. 
 
1236423 I don’t like auctioning of tags but selling chances on a hunt is fairer to those that 

don’t have a lot of money. 
 
1236766 Why would we auction off a tag for nonresidents when residents can’t even get a 

tag? I would be all in favor of auctioning off a tag if we get sheep numbers back up 
so we as residents could have a decent chance of drawing a tag but that’s not 
going to happen as long as we keep letting the lions eat them. Everyone knows 
what is killing the sheep, deer and elk except the GFP we had good numbers prior 
to the GFP thinking we need so many lions in the hills. GET RID OF THE LIONS 
AND OUR ELK DEER AND SHEEP WILL COME BACK AND STOP KILLING 
COW ELK. 
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1238087 An auction tag is not the idea to improve anything for South Dakota.  I have been 
applying for several years, good times as well as bad times.  We have seen the 
same for the Mountain Goat and we see nobody in a hurry to help with that 
population.  Is all I see from an auction tag is someone that has zero ties to South 
Dakota that simply has enough money to exploit the limited resources that we 
have.  Yes, I have enough money to purchase an auction tag, I choose not to for 
that simple reason.  If I never draw a sheep tag within South Dakota, that is fine 
with me.  I see this as the commissioners that have connections with hunters 
outside of South Dakota that are looking to better those few people.  I would be 
interested to hear if Governor Duggard knows about this survey as well as the 
proposal. 

 
1241784 I don't believe any wildlife hunting opportunity should be auctioned to the highest 

bidder.  Reallocate current resources or increase license fees if additional funding 
is needed. 

 
1244438 Hunting is continually becoming more and more difficult for the common man due 

to cost and access.  This proposal does not allow for the common man or the 
average resident of South Dakota to have a chance at such a trophy.  Simply 
asking for a donation by the sportsmen and women of SD would likely achieve the 
monetary goals presented. 

 
1245074 As you people know an auction tag procedure takes the average hunter out of the 

possibility of a tag. Other states have entered auction tags in their system and 
generally it is somebody from another state that is willing to spend a large sum of 
money on the tag. That is fine for generating funds for the program but there is 
other possibilities for helping the sheep program. Thank you  

 
1248499 I do not agree with the plan to auction off tags, as a SD resident at least I have a 

chance to get a tag without paying $60,000 to $80,000.  The information you did 
not provide in this survey is, according to the draw stats from 2012, there were 
4985 applications for the various big horn sheep tags.  At 5$ an app that is about 
$25,000 is that money going to the programs you mentioned, and if it is why not up 
the app fee. Realistically the programs you mentioned would take years to take 
affect and auctioning off one of the few tags you do give out would not be fair to the 
residents who have been applying for years.  I cannot speak for other hunters, but 
personally I would rather pay $20 to apply and have a chance than not have a 
chance at all. 

 
1250811 I am 62 yrs. old & disabled; I have 12 yrs. of preference points and probably will 

never get a tag. As for auctioning off tags it is a good idea, but that would put me 
out for sure because I only make around 1,500 a month. As for nonresidents (NO 
WAY!!!!! ) There are plenty of resident people that can afford to by an auctioned 
tag right here in SD. 

 
1252344 There must be better ways to raise funds to help better establish a bighorn sheep 

population in South Dakota than to allow some wealthy hunter to buy his or her 
way into a hunt.  That doesn't seem like the South Dakota way to me.  Why not 
add a dollar to the licensing fees of every big game hunter in the state who 
purchases a hunting license?  Or why not create a tax free contribution fund 
wherein donors could contribute to the fund knowing that the donation would be tax 
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deductible?  The point is, there must be scores of other ways to raise funds than to 
let some wealthy hunter eliminate one of a limited herd of sheep. 

 
1258068 I agree that through partnerships with public organizations the big horn sheep 

population could benefit from increased research and habitat improvement.  I do 
not like the idea of auctioning a license.  As a blue collar hunter I feel that hunting 
is becoming more and more unobtainable by the common person and auctioning 
off this license to the highest bidder is just an example of that.  We need to find a 
way to raise funds for the habitat and not exclude those who are not wealthy. In my 
opinion hunting has started down a path of elitism. Those who have connections 
and cash will be successful those who don’t are thankfully weeded from the ranks. 
We need to recruit new and young hunters who will carry the torch of the hunting 
tradition.  And what is being proposed is not the way to get them involved. I am 
involved in a not for profit hunting organization and have had a few years of 
rewarding experiences volunteering my time.  Since I cannot donate much cash I 
feel my time and efforts are just as important and the monetary funds. If you would 
like to raise more funds, I suggest partnering with a not for profit hunting 
organization SCI, RMEF, ECT...  Raffle off one big horn sheep tag in a nationwide 
raffle available to all who would like to participate.  That way all has a chance and it 
is not just going to the highest bidder. 

 
1258207 I strongly oppose auctioning a public bighorn sheep tag to the highest bidder.  

While I agree that these auctions have the potential to generate significant 
revenue, the fundamental premise that a person who is willing to spend the most 
money should be given the privilege to hunt bighorn sheep is flawed.  Our wildlife 
is there for all the public and with such a limited number of tags to begin with, 
taking even just one tag simply to increase revenue significantly hampers the odds 
of a regular Joe pulling the tag. I honestly believe that tags should be equally 
accessible to everyone across the socioeconomic spectrum. This increasing trend 
of hunting becoming an elitist sport where those with the most money receive the 
most/best tags is alarming and spells decreased hunter participation by the 
majority of hunters who are not necessarily in the top 10% of income earners in the 
country. Frankly, if this tag went to auction it would almost assuredly go to a non-
resident with a large bankroll.  I would hate to see SD follow the path of many other 
western states that have gone to this system in the name of "conservation" much 
to the chagrin of residents of those states who would love for nothing more than 
the opportunity to hunt a sheep in their home state.  While there could be great 
benefits to sheep conservation and habitat enhancement as a result of the funds 
generated by the auctioned tag, I don’t believe that this benefit outweighs the 
responsibility we have to the resident hunters and future generations of young 
hunters by corrupting the spirit of the hunt for monetary gain. The bottom line is 
that we need to keep hunters of all economic classes engaged and positive about 
our sport in order to preserve our hunting heritage and traditions.  These high 
dollar auctions for coveted tags only serve to alienate the majority of the hunting 
community who cannot afford them and produces resentment of the elitist direction 
that hunting seems to already be heading with limited public land, increased tag 
fees and decreased opportunity by pulling a tag out of the public pool and then 
reserving it for a very wealthy few. 

 
1258871 My problem with an auction tag is, only the rich get to hunt, and that’s the trend in 

many western states   today. Promises are made to increase hunting potential for 
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the average person, but more than not we   end helping fund a wealthy person’s 
hunt. If there is a rich sportsman out there willing to give 60 to 80 thousand for a 
hunt, then there are 6 to 8 wealthy South Dakotans out there willing to give 10.000 
each as a donation if they are given the right info. Get out there and find them. 

 
1259131 Keep the non-residents out! Give the chance to harvest this majestic creature to 

ours and our-own.  I would be disappointed in GFP if non-residents are given this 
opportunity! 

 
1261422 I agree more money is needed however an auction only helps those that can 

already afford to go anywhere and hunt anything.  Make a pay lottery system and 
open it up to US citizens.  You will make more money.  Sell tickets for $100 each 
and advertise in hunting magazines. 

 
1262023 I see no reason to spend funds trying to increase the sheep herd at this time with 

the growing Mountain Lion problems we now have in the Black Hills region.  If you 
auction off a license the extra money, the money should first be spent on predator 
control or we would simply be producing more feed for the mountain Lions as 
proven by demise our Black Hills elk herd and deer population.     

 
1262261 Why make hunting into a "who’s got the most money" game. Governor’s tags and 

auctioned tags should be illegal, if you have enough money to buy these then why 
don't these people just donate money to the CAUSE and help out the animals. By 
doing this you would be taking away from the average joe hunter and I would think 
the average joe hunter should be your main concern as he is probably the higher 
majority. 

 
1266891 I agree that research and development of bighorn sheep in the Black Hills is a very 

good idea. However, I feel like there are better ways to go about it. I think I speak 
for many South Dakotans when I question allowing wealthy folks from out of state 
an opportunity to hunt these limited animals every year when I live and pay taxes 
here and if I ever do draw a tag it will take 25 years plus. Rocky Mountain Elk 
Foundation has done a lot for elk numbers in South Dakota and surrounding 
western states without having to auction special tags for wealthy people. 
Fundraising efforts could be done in several different communities around the 
state, i.e. benefit supper with proceeds going to a bighorn sheep foundation? Or 
fund. Maybe reducing predator numbers in the black hills? I'm yet to talk to a fellow 
hunter that agrees with the Mountain Lion management in this state. It won't be 
long and deer tags in the black hills could maybe be auctioned off to the highest 
bidder? Elk too, if there are any left? I don't know that there is 1 right answer but I 
don't feel like taking a season where there are only 4 tags and cutting it down to 3 
so wealthy people can hunt bighorn annually and the rest of us can wait 40-50 
years to have an opportunity is fair. Thanks for your time. 

 
1268151 Your survey forces respondents to respond to your already-constructed questions.  

Thankfully, you also provide this comment opportunity.  An auction tag is just 
another example of providing hunting opportunities to rich people.  Only a rich 
person will get a tag made available via auction.  The way to make a special tag 
available to a wide spectrum of "regular" folks (me, for example) and generate 
additional revenue for GF&P is to allow everyone to apply for it, for a small fee.  
Every time I see the results of "auction tags", I see pictures of some fat old rich guy 
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leaning over the animal's carcass.  I'm sick & tired of this evolution towards hunting 
for the rich. 

 
1273123 I would like to see SDGFP establish an auction type tag for Bighorn Sheep.  

However, question FOUR of this survey asked if you would like to see 'RESIDENT 
AND NON-RESIDENT" auction type tags to be sold;  I find this to be digression 
from the purpose of the Sheep Auction.  Your survey had asked if we support an 
auction system in order to raise funds, grow the herd, and potentially raise quotas 
for resident hunters.  The probability that one of only a few tags available, given 
our herd population, will go to a non-resident hunter is very disheartening to South 
Dakota Hunters and myself.    The proposed auction nearly eliminates the 
possibility for resident hunters to successfully win in a straight-auction type system.  
I would be much more supportive of a raffle-type system.  Many western states 
now have raffles in place, giving the common-man a glimmer of hope to win this 
coveted tag.  I can only presume that raffle-type systems would still generate 
significant funds to support Bighorn populations.  It would certainly be less 
disheartening to myself and other resident hunters knowing that anyone who buys 
a raffle ticket could potentially win; not just the super-rich. 

 
1279803 I feel that to put a tag up for auction to both residents and non-residents alike is a 

very poor ideal. So do we want to send the message to the general public that all it 
takes to hunt this species in our state is to have the most money available and just 
buy your way into the hunt?  I along with thousands of other South Dakotans whom 
I am sure would agree, feel that the major reason for decreasing Elk and Bighorn 
Sheep numbers in the Black Hills is MOUNTAIN LIONS!  The Mountain Lion 
population is so out of control that they need to shoot them in Rapid City on a 
monthly if not weekly basis. This should be a red flag that the population of 
Mountain Lions is out of control. Whose money was used to help reintroduce or 
help to enhance the habitat for the Mountain Lions in the first place? Being an East 
River resident and knowing how many Mountain Lions are east of the Missouri 
River even, tells me that the GFP has let this matter get way out of hand. Maybe 
rather than blaming decreasing Elk and Big Horn numbers on diseases and 
claiming that more money is needed for this research they should do a study on 
how many new born Elk and Big Horn Sheep are killed by Mountain Lions. I would 
maybe be more supportive of an "Auction to Hunt" system then.   The next issue 
that is of concern to me on the financial side of things is if the GFP is so short on 
money how does land keep being acquired to turn into public hunting. They always 
seem to have plenty of money to purchase more land away from tax paying 
farmers and ranchers who support the wildlife anyways. I think in order to keep 
moral high with the citizens of this state they need to watch how and where the 
funds are being spent. 

 
1281318 It should remain the same a lottery system for instate residence only.  I am very 

opposed for an auction system or nonresident hunts for the limited big horn sheep 
tags 

 
1284371 I understand the desire to raise funds but the auction method eliminates the vast 

majority of the hunting population from a chance to even enter the game, and 
leaves the opportunity only open to a limited few who can afford the high auction 
tag price.  I would support increasing the application fee to say $100 per applicant 
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as a means to raise funds, perhaps combined with a single tag raffle based on $20 
per ticket, unlimited ticket purchases allowed.  Good luck with your efforts. 

 
1285041 I feel there should be more licenses for mountain lions and wolves first.  They need 

to be controlled and then the elk, deer and sheep will multiply on their own. 
 
1285132 Take care of the lion situation would help all big game species to increase in 

numbers. Look at the tag reductions in hills deer and elk tags tells you something!! 
As far as the rich getting the extra sheep tag, does nothing for S.D. residents but 
put a sour taste in our mouth to catering to the rich again!! STRONGLEY 
DISAGREE!!!! 

 
1285458 This is a simple situation.  Control the mountain lion population and bring back our 

elk and bighorn sheep!!!  We as a state don't need to spend millions of $$$ on 
research.  Common sense doesn't seem to be a trait anymore now days. 

 
1290892 Don’t allow non-residents to be in the auction.  Take care of our own before we 

start out sourcing to other states! 
 
1294778 Auctions are for the wealthy, raffles are for everyone.  The wildlife belongs to the 

public and everyone should have a fair and reasonable opportunity and hunting 
them. 

 
1297344 This auction takes opportunities out of the hands of average sportsmen who are 

the ones that finance GFP year after year. Going this route would be an insult to 
those people. 

 
1298175 Don't the people who can spend $60000 on a tag already have ample opportunities 

to hunt whatever and wherever they want? 
 
1305706 There are few tags issued now due to pneumonia in the lambs and almost 100% 

death rates.  It appears that there is little that can be done except for immunity to 
build in the herd.  I am not opposed to more funding from the state or other 
conservation groups.  I am however strongly opposed to auctioning the tag.  
Hunting is becoming a rich man's sport and a tag sold I believe takes one away 
from the common hunter.  I do not believe the additional funds which would result 
from an auction will have much effect on increasing the number of tags. 

 
1316701 There is no reason to include nonresidents. I worry about this. Is this going to be a 

"rich mans" hunt or is this a good way to generate money??? I wish the best for all 
wildlife but, as we have seen so many times, hunting that becomes an industry is 
no fix to any problem. 

 
1327386 THE AUCTION’S MONEY WOULD BE GREAT, BUT FOR THE NORMAL 

PERSON IN SD THEY WOULD NEVER HAVE THE OPORTUNITY TO EVEN 
THINK ABOUT GETTING A TAG IN OUT LOCAL STATE.  WE DON'T WANT TO 
COMERCIALIZE OUR OUTDOOR HUNTING AND LIFESTYLES A NY MORE 
THAN WHAT IT IS NOW. KILLING MORE MOUNTAIN LIONS BETTER BE A TOP 
PRIORITY TO HELP MAINTAIN ANY BIGHORN SHEEP NUMBERS IN THE 
BLACKHILLS OF SD, LIKE KILL 50% OF THEM. WE NEED TO DO THAT TO 
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GET OUR ELK BACK TO A GOOD NUMBER ALSO. HUNTED 7 YEARS AGO 
AND SEEN LOTS, NOW IT HAS SURE CHANGED. 

 
1328610 The survey lists several factors which could improve Bighorn populations but does 

not mention predator (mountain lion) control which needs to be addressed as well.    
I support a higher application fee for existing tag offerings with possibly offering a 
raffled tag instead of an auction tag.  The auction tag basically sells out hunting to 
the highest bidder which essentially eliminates 99% or more of the applicant pool 
as outside their financial capability.  I understand it is a quick, easy way at big 
money but have the other options been fully vetted? 

 
1340250 Seems the reductions in sheep are correlated to the increase population of 

mountain lions.  GFP needs to step up its efforts on reducing the lion population 
and worry less about PETA. 

 
1347092 Hunting in South Dakota has become too much pay to play.  This is not good.  I am 

only 28 years old and am worrying about where I will be able to take my 1 year old 
son hunting (without having to pay a guide) when he is old enough to tag along. 
Public hunting is out there, but what will happen when landowners pull land out of 
walk in land and charge for people to hunt?  Auctioning a sheep tag is only 
supporting pay to play habits of South Dakota landowners.  This may not be an 
issue now, but it WILL be an issue later.  I understand hunting brings in a lot of 
money into this state, but sometimes rising against the money gives the biggest 
statement.  Find funds elsewhere.  It will take a little bit more work, but our kids will 
benefit. 

 
1354136 Elk, Mtn. Goats and Sheep are all animals which thrive on isolation.  The Black 

Hills habitat is fairly small and broken in comparison to other states that offer 
places for these majestic animals to live.  Protecting and limiting the development 
of the Black Hills plays a major role to keeping healthy populations of these 
animals in our state.  I love the idea of increasing hunting opportunities for all 
species in SD, especially goats, sheep and elk.  Thanks for listening. 

 
1357444 Instead of an auction tag I would much rather you increase the application fee from 

$5.00 to 100.00 each year and increase the license cost to match other states. 
Most range from $750.00-$1,800.00 per tag. Not that much for a once in a lifetime 
trophy.   I would like to see the same thing in Custer park as well. I would still pay a 
$100.00 application fee each year in the park if it would help bring the sheep back 
and also to keep building preference points in the park. I think you are missing a 
source of funding to help the park sheep make a comeback. Run the numbers 
doing these few things and lets not sell 25% of our sheep to nonresidents. 

 
1368314 Increasing habitat and bringing in additional sheep will not help the population until 

the predation issue is improved. All you will be doing is bringing in more food for 
the predators. 

 
1371156 I would like to make note that I feel your top priority should be to get the predators 

(lions) under control if not eliminated from our eco-system while keeping out the 
wolves as well.  Your second priority should be to increase our elk population 
quality and spend money and resources on the elk and deer with the sheep and 
goats a distant third.  I would also suggest auctioning off or issuing at high fee's a 
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handful of non-res elk tags and preference points to non-res to help fund growth for 
our elk.  The reason I'm not interested in seeing an auction for our sheep would be 
that I'm more concerned about our elk and how we can help them grow to healthy 
numbers again.  Elk are more likely to provide hunting opportunities that are 
affordable to our locals than sheep.  Also, I'm not interested in the sheep auction 
because that eliminates the chance for an average local to get that tag.  Majority of 
locals can't afford those kinds of auctions.  Raise the money through issuing non-
resident elk tags, then use that money to improve the elk herds, then focus on 
sheep and mtn. goats after the elk and predators are better positioned. 

 
1382443 Understanding that the auction proposal would raise a large sum is commendable, 

but it favors only those who can afford the luxury.  If two tags were issued, one for 
auction, and one for draw, you would then give everyone an opportunity. Rams 
only, of course. Under your assumption that this large amount of money would 
increase sheep numbers it should be no problem to issue two permits.  If you do 
not issue two permits than maybe it is your belief that increasing the sheep 
numbers is not a reality, even with the large amount of money.  I also do not 
support allowing out of state hunters apply for this license. 

 
1391824 I had to disagree with auctioning off a tag. You have not informed me of where this 

tag will come from. Will it be a third tag from GFP or deducted from the two tags 
residents can apply for? You also have not informed the applicants of which 
(organization) has come forward asking the state for such a tag. You cannot 
compare SD with the western states for auctioning a tag. Western states have a 
healthy Sheep population to be able to supply a tag to the general public. SD 
DOES NOT! We know it is disease killing off our sheep, being proactive years ago 
and not reactive now that the Sheep Foundation comes forward with such a 
request, just may have diverted this situation.  The general population cannot bid 
on these tags for they are way too expensive and we residents will also miss out 
on this chance to get a tag in SD. There are hunters out there looking for World 
Records and are paying over $150,000.00 for such a tag. Don't say it won't happen 
here. Then those you need to full fill their Grand Slams of Sheep. This sounds 
good on the surface, but there is not enough public information of how this is to 
play out. I cannot agree to a plan that does not have a plan other than generating 
money. 

 
1396133 I will always oppose auctioning off the state's wildlife!  Raffle off a license like the 

RMEF does with a CSP elk tag.  You have plenty of habitat in the Black Hills, you 
need to get more animals transplanted there. 

 
1396324 I have seen in the past when auctioning off limited tags it only allows the very 

wealthy to take part and really lets the average South Dakotan set on the side line 
and question what is going on!! 

 
1396449 I hunt all over the west and a lot of the guides are also mountain lion guides. Every 

single one of them says "if you are seeing mountain lions, then there are way too 
many mountain lions".  Do not introduce any predator into an area without a 
management plan to deal with the consequences.  The State of South Dakota 
needs to develop a plan to deal with this predator that they have introduced.  
Shooting a hand-full of them every year is not going to cover it. 

 



2012 South Dakota Bighorn Sheep Hunter Opinion Survey – Appendix B 

79 
 

1408814 License prices are high enough as they are.  I don't think a auctions is a good idea 
at all.... You will get greedy and all licenses will be out of price for the average 
hunter and families in time.  This is a slippery slope idea. 

 
1409855 Having a bidding system is against what hunting is all about. If we start down this 

road only the wealthy will be able to afford tags and hunting. The system needs to 
be fair and affordable so everyone will get an equal chance to hunt sheep. 

 
1412022 Remove lions from the hills first then work on the bighorn sheep there cat food until 

then. 
 
1416176 Please control the mountain lions in this state.  Does somebody's kid have to die 

before we stop listening to PETA people? 
 
1418268 I would like to see the auction tag only bid from residents because you are taking 

away a once in a life time opportunity from a SD resident. I would like to see the 
population grow but then we need to take care of the mtn. lion population. Thank 
you 

 
1423645 I understand that by auctioning the tags or tag, you will be able to raise a 

significant amount of money, however, hunting is already getting to be a rich man's 
sport.  There are lots of wealthy residents both in and out of state that would love 
to kill a big horn sheep as easily as they can be killed in SD and they would throw a 
substantial amount of money towards a tag, to do just that.  But that is not an 
option for most of us.  Take the time to do the research and build the herds back 
up to a healthy level.  I would rather apply every year and be turned down vs. 
knowing I will never be able to afford to participate in an auction.  Thanks for all 
you do for us! 

 
1423879 Fear if auction is success GFP would be tempted to use this method more often 

until only wealthy could hunt! 
 
1424563 Auction would only allow those with money to hunt; not the average hunter. Why 

not do a raffle instead? 
 
1425346 I think it’s a great idea to auction a single license and use 100% of the funds to 

support the management of bighorn sheep. However, I don't think it would be a 
good idea to all nonresidents to bid on the license; it should only be for resident 
hunters... 

 
1438646 1) If ALL the funds raised would go directly to the Bighorn sheep project.   2) If the 

auction was for S.D. residents ONLY.   3) If it wouldn't decrease the number of 
tags that we currently have available, because I wouldn't be able to afford this 
auction and I would still like the opportunity for a tag!   If these conditions were 
considered and we were seeing progress in the habitat and populations of the 
Bighorn sheep, I wouldn't have a problem with an auction.   

 
1442289 If you use an auction to bid of a tag, all of the higher class people of SD will get the 

tag year after year leaving the mid and lower classes praying on the lottery form 
still. It's a good way to raise money for it, but I think there is a different way to do it 
to be a little fairer. 
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1442959 Keep it fair for everyone. Over 99% of u would never dream of bidding for a hunt at 
even a sixth of that price. Give everybody equal chance. You know you can still 
manage sheep herds without having $100000+ to unnecessarily spend. 

 
1446834 Please increase the tag fee and the fee for just making application for the tag.  A 

sheep tag is a very special opportunity and should be treated as such.  Sportsmen 
and women who are serious about seeking a tag should be willing to pay a greater 
price for the tag and especially for the application fee.  As it is, there is no real 
commitment being made to simply make application with such a nominal 
application fee.  It cheapens a very special and valuable resource.  For the 
opportunity to be in the drawing for a sheep license, an applicant should be willing 
and should be expected to pay $20-$50 and at least $500 for the tag if drawn.  The 
sportsmen and women to whom this type of tag means so much will always apply 
and gladly pay the more than fair price.  Those who apply only because it is no 
serious commitment to send in a $5 application fee but who really do not 
understand or care about the great privilege it is to receive such a tag likely will not 
apply and that is okay. 

 
1480267 Once again it comes down to the rich. We were one of the states that stood our 

ground for the working man. Now you want to take one of our three tags and give it 
to a nonresident. The game fish and parks is leasing land all over the state. Maybe 
if the bighorns are in that bad of shape, keep some of that money back from land 
lease and take care of the sheep. I am an outfitter and I do a lot for wildlife. As I 
should.  I believe you will truly upset a ton of people. 

 
1483720 I am strongly against auctioning 1 bighorn sheep tag per year. It comes down to 

the idea –the person with the biggest bank account gets to hunt whatever, 
whenever they want. This would mean hunting a public animal, on public land, and 
limiting most of the hunters from having an opportunity from the tag. That's just 
wrong! However, I would be okay with raffling a tag, i.e. 1 ticket for $100, 6 for 
$500, 13 for $1000, etc. The ticket buyer could buy as many tickets as they like to 
increase their odds of winning.   Fund raising 600 tickets at $100 a piece would 
yield $60K the same price as an auction and would allow for true North America 
Wildlife Management Conservation Model to happen. The average sportsman 
could be lucky enough to win a once In a lifetime tag, which the other model would 
not allow this to happen. I am against privatizing public lands and public species for 
the elite hunter like in Europe. Also, there should be a stipulation i.e. 5 resident 
bighorn tags to one raffle tag. The Wild Sheep Foundation should be responsible 
for all advertising, marketing and publication expense of the raffle hunt and should 
partner with other organizations to maximize raffle revenue.    You have my 
permission to share my survey and information freely for sake of the bighorn sheep 

 
1484740 The auction idea is not a good one. There are NUMEROUS other methods to raise 

funding for bighorn sheep proliferation in SD. 1) Raise price of all nonresident 
licenses; both hunting and fishing. I'm tired of the nonresidents catching all of our 
fish and shooting all of our game. How about the SD GFP start looking out for SD 
folks? Otherwise we should call it something like the "out of state and out of touch 
GFP" 
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1485802 I don't think we should invest anymore of our money into the Sheep until the GFP 
can get the Mountain Lion Predation under control. I cannot see spending this kind 
of money to feed the Mountain Lions. 

 
1487231 I believe that a fair opportunity for residents to apply and obtain any available tags 

is the correct way to provide this type of hunting within our state. Dollars should not 
dictate who can hunt and who cannot. Many residents work hard in this state and 
put aside what they can to be able to enjoy our states resources, and that includes 
hunting. The special hunting opportunities available to SD residents should be 
fairly managed for the enjoyment of all SD residents, and that includes a fair 
opportunity to hunt what we have. Making limited tags available to Big-Spenders is 
just plain 'selling out' the owners of the resources, SD residents. If more funding is 
required to properly manage the sheep populations, GF&P needs to investigate, or 
continue to investigate, what resources are available, and what options could be 
implemented to increase revenues for the research/management programs 
required. Bumping up the required application fee would generate a little more 
income for the programs. And if need be, bump up the tags a bit. I think most 
hunters would rather pay a little more just for the opportunity to be drawn than to 
have someone else foot the bill and get the hunt. If Big-Spenders need to hunt a 
bighorn sheep there are plenty of places to go and do that, but most SD are not in 
a position to be able to go anywhere to hunt anything. I appreciate the GF&P's 
seeking the opinions of the resource owners with this survey. I hope that there is a 
solution that allows our state to generate needed revenue and properly manage 
the potential herd of Bighorn Sheep for the benefit of all SD residents. If there 
should come a day that allows a non-resident sheep hunt that would be great, but 
we should not ‘whore-out’ our resources just because it is an easy way to generate 
funds, where will that stop? I do not claim to have viable answers for these matters, 
but I oppose the big dollar auction of SD resources, it does not fairly include SD 
residents. 

 
1487252 The mountain population needs to be controlled. Once the lion population is in 

check, it would help with all species of big game in South Dakota. 
 
1488929 Not nonresidents 
 
1488959 1) It is imperative that we do not whore ourselves out to big money non-residents.  

Once you open that door, what's next?  Elk?  I hope not!  2) I do not support any 
additional research on sheep, or any other big game animal in the Black Hills for 
that matter, until GFPs demonstrates an ability to manage mountain lions and 
significantly reduce their population.  So far, they have not reduced lion populations 
to any significant degree, and all of the research done on mountain lions has not 
been used to reduce their numbers to a degree that other big game populations 
are sustainable.  I'm thankful that there is a season on them, and the number of 
lions has apparently stabilized.  However, it has stabilized at a number 
unreasonable to manage any other big game populations!  The number of lions is 
so large that it becomes increasingly, if not impossible, to begin to understand 
other factors that may be causing significant declines in big game populations.  
Lions are killing as many, if not more, deer and elk than hunters.  3) It is imperative 
that lions are managed like any other big game species as they are beautiful, 
magnificent creatures, but I seriously doubt that GFP has really embraced the 
reality that their estimate of lion numbers is significantly low.  4) If GFP estimates 
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we have 225 lions, that is fine.  The number is low, so GFP should manage for a 
lion goal of 50 cats +/- 25.  That way, we may actually have about 225 lions in the 
hills. 5) Put a bounty on lions! 6) Once lion numbers are reduced to mid-1980 
levels, then important research can be conducted on other big game species.  This 
then, would be much a much wiser use of funds.  Until then, it is wasting money! 7) 
Note, I'm not suggesting any more lion research either.  GFP just needs to reduce 
lion numbers....PERIOD! 

 
1489159 This will just guarantee someone with MONEY will be able to hunt them and the 

average person wouldn't be able to come close to the auction price.  Let's just keep 
giving the rich more privileges and forget the average South Dakotan!  Time to 
hunt elsewhere! 

 
1489259 Maybe get rid of your mountain lions and your bighorn sheep population would 

come back along with your elk herd.  Thanks 
 
1489433 I oppose out of state hunters hunting sheep in SD because it is so difficult to draw 

a tag now. I can't see raising the numbers so high that there would be more than 
20 or 30 tags issued. I was fortunate enough to draw a CSP sheep tag in 2002/03 
season. My kids will probably never get to have that tag; especially if out of state 
applicants make the odds worse. I have been applying for an elk tag for 23 years in 
Custer State Park. I will be lucky to draw that tag in my lifetime. My odds would be 
much less if out-of-staters were allowed to apply as well. My boys would have 
worse odds than I do for drawing some of the great tags issued to SD residents. 

 
1502187 I like the idea of the auction tag, but keep it resident of South Dakota ONLY. The 

state has a great deal going with have the resident and only seasons for specialty 
big game. 

 
1503631 You are starting a slippery slope with the auction idea.  How long will it be before 

all tags are auctioned off and those of us who aren't rich can't afford them?  The 
lottery system is messed up the way it is and now you want to add an auction...  
Fix what is broken first. 

 
1503967 I don't think we should allow non-residents to hunt bighorn sheep in South Dakota. 
 
1542421 I strongly oppose non-residents being able to apply for big horn sheep tags in our 

state. If some day we are able to have drawings for tags like we have for deer, then 
this issue should be relooked. Over all I think this state is heads above the other 
states in the US when it comes to conservation. 

 
1549110 Why not have a raffle for a tag. Donate $10-20 for a chance. 
1550163 Sell lottery tickets to everyone. No auction. 
 
1550173 Open the mountain lion season to nonresidents. Mountain lions and wolves are the 

problem. Not diseases 
 
1551275 It has become very obvious that the number of mountain lions has affected the 

sheep population. The SD GFP is not fooling anyone by trying to convince the 
public that disease is the biggest problem with obtaining a healthy population. I'm 
sure disease has had a big impact on the sheep, but when so many predators are 
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allowed to dwindle the numbers, the predation issue has to be dealt with.  What is 
it going to take before the GFP does more to control mountain lion numbers? Was 
it three problem lions inside the Rapid City limits in a one week period? Is a person 
going to have to lose a life by a lion before the problem is addressed? What is it 
going to take for the GFP to figure it out?  BIG GAME NUMBERS IN THE BLACK 
HILLS ARE SERIOUSLY BEING AFFECTED BY THE MOUNTAIN LION 
POPULATION DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT! 

 
1552822 lions are the main problem 
 
1552984 Keep limiting the tags. Keep it SD residents only for tags. 1 tag out of state will lead 

to 2. Or it will lead to 1 elk tag for non- residents and so on. I hunted CSP last year 
for deer. I brought my 10 year old daughter to help me scout the weekend before 
the season. We had a mountain lion within 35 yards of us not scared. I have a pic. I 
had the any deer tag. Only 2 tags. I watched a video on YouTube about an elk 
hunter that had a cat within 20 yards. I haven’t heard any info on cats and sheep, 
but I’m sure they are a problem with them. Get the cats under control for all game 
in the hills. from a very avid SD hunter TX a lot for all you do. 

 
1559286 The South Dakota residents are not blind. If there were a survey taken by the 

public that hunts in South Dakota 85% or better are going to say that the Bighorn 
sheep numbers are low due to cats not a diseases like GFP portrays.     If this 
auctioned tag does pass, the task is to make it public where the money is going vs. 
to a pool and then no one knows where it’s going. The other is that South Dakota 
has a great deal with it only being residents only that can hunt the specialty game. 
Sheep, Elk, Goats. There’s another topic did the goats catch the same disease as 
the sheep?   Catsyphalis? 

 
1561881 I feel nonresidents should not be eligible to hunt big horn sheep.  Maybe Crazy 

horse and Mt. Rushmore should help with state habitat through the additional 
revenue they receive.  As I'm sure "they" should be willing to help habitat in our 
great state. 

 
1565843 Increasing mountain lion tags would help the population too. 
 
1566933 kill the mountain lions first 
 
1570229 My concern would be that my chances of being able to actually be able to afford a 

sheep hunt will be cut in half.  I am as avid an outdoorsman as there is in South 
Dakota.  Born and raised here.  I will not and move out of South Dakota because it 
offers the variety of outdoors experiences and opportunities, hence, my stance on 
the bid process. And, I know that my chances of drawing the coveted sheep tag in 
South Dakota is slim and I may never be drawn.  But, I do know that I will never 
pay $10,000 to hunt a sheep let alone $60,000.  This is most of my gripe with 
hunting anymore...it's just getting to the point where those who have the monies 
can hunt and the average Joe is left high and dry.  The best ground, the best 
hunting....... everyone has their hand out and expects to be paid to play.  Thank 
God you guys work on set aside acres,CREP, walk-in areas and other areas for 
the general public to hunt.  I try to teach my children to build relationships with land 
owners but anymore it is getting to be a hassle for the landowners as more acres 
are shut off due to pay hunting and they get bothered by door knockers like me 
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more often.   I can see both sides of the coin.  It's just hard to see it go the way it 
is. 

 
1608449 The big horn sheep population in the Black Hills and Badlands is not hindered by 

much except diseases, and in some areas predation, these diseases originate from 
domestic sheep herds. Will never be able to successfully grow an abundant supply 
of sheep as long as domestic sheep herds are within travelling range of the various 
flocks. Selling one sheep permit to some rich dude will not get enough money to 
help that problem. Currently we have 2 sheep permits available for a public draw. 
Giving half of them to either a resident or non-resident because he or she happens 
to have the money to bid it up is not the answer. Our agency currently has money 
in the bank that could be used if that is what we want to do with it and having a 3 to 
1 matching funds available, if the research project is written correctly, from Pitman 
Robertson funding. I wholeheartedly disagree with this concept , of what I would 
say is privatization of public wildlife. Fund the project, if this is what the Dept. wants 
to go with, as we do every other project i.e. mtn. lions, deer, elk, etc.  Thanks  

    
1617364 I’m not saying that I don’t doubt there are disease problems but am a firm believer 

the cats are our biggest enemy to population. As far as the bid method I would 
strongly vote NO. ESPECIALLY OUT OF STATEERS. MAYBE just maybe instate 
only but we have TOO MUCH PAY TO HUNT FOR THE HIGH ROLLERS 
ALREADY. I never will get a tag. I’ve already been applying forever. When people 
apply for the tags make them remit the full amount. Keep it for a month and still 
keep the 5 bucks. It will keep everyone from applying for their wife, kids, dog etc. 
Little tougher to come up with full amount of tag plus 5 or 10 bucks for 3 to 6 or 
more people.  And try and revamp the so called preference system. Those of us 
with 30 years of preference should have a better chance than someone with 15 or 
less. 

 
1618737 I still think it should stay as a lottery system it just seems like now it would cost to 

munch money to hunt with the auction tags they also should only be able to be 
hunted by residents of South Dakota just like the elk seasons are stick with the 
current system 

 
Neither Oppose nor Support (106 comments) 
 
1100122 Get rid of more LIONS !!!!! 
 
1100267 the mountain lion need to be controlled first ,they have destroyed the elk herds and 

deer herds in the black hills and  parks these animals have more income to the 
state then the lions. elk tags are cut in half this year what’s going to happen to the 
deer tags this year, my opinion is the lions have hurt the bighorn sheep herds also 
not any diseases, the hunters should be able to hunt the loins with dogs or any 
other way to control the lions and be able to shoot as many as we can during the 
season this would help the elk and deer herds.  GET THE LIONS CONTROL 
FIRST THERE WOULD BE MORE HAPPY HUNTERS  AGAIN HUNTING, HOW 
MANY LIONS ARE TAGGED  IN THE PARK YOU KNOW HOW MANY GET 
SHOOT IN THE PARK NOT TO MANY GET THEM CONTROLED SO OR LATER 
THEY ARE GOING TO BE ATTACKING HUMANS THENWHAT IS THE GAME 
FISH PARKS GOING TO DO ?  CONTROL CONTROL 
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1100802 It is obvious that you STILL don't get it.  Why run fancy auctions, bring in sheep 
from other states, blow a bunch more money on "research", if you will not control 
the cougar population.  There is something terribly wrong in GFP if you still cannot 
figure out that the sheep have no lamb survival because they are slurped up by 
hungry cats as soon as they are born.(Just like the elk calves)  Do you need a day 
trip with me to the rim of spring creek next spring at lambing time to watch and 
photograph the predation that I have seen and photographed.?  You have a 
valuable, sought after, and desired commodity in your elk, deer, and sheep herds, 
IF YOU WOULD ONLY MAKE SOME EFFORT TO PROTECT IT!    I grant you 
that the terrible decrease in Custer Park adult sheep was from disease.  
Establishing a sheep herd away from domestic sheep may help, but if you don't 
control predation, you won't have any replacement lambs.  I am luke warm to your 
idea of pumping more money into GFP, because the money just gets wasted on 
renting helicopters to dart elk to "determine why the elk numbers are down in 
Custer Park"  (Did you need the helicopters to see the message to your staff  
written in cougar scat on the ground "send more elk calves" or what?)  Your 
continued ingenuous insistence that there isn't a cougar problem in the Black Hills 
(four cats euthanized in Rapid City in the last 2 weeks, double digit road kills of 
cougars last year, 72 cougars shot without dog hunting in less than 72 days this 
spring) leaves us all wondering what you are smoking.  You're apparently destined 
to wait until a cougar takes a 2 year old child before you will react.  How sad.   

 
1102318 I don’t believe that habitat is the issue; the Black Hills is a great environment.  I do 

think we need to look at the mountain lion problem more than habitat. 
 
1103891 I do not know what the impact that mountain lions have on the bighorn sheep but 

before investing all that money in importing Big Horn Sheep from other states we 
should take care of that issue first.  Our Deer/Elk population has been decimated 
by the mountain lions.   If the food source starts to dwindle low enough they will kill 
the sheep too.  Just my opinion 

 
1103993 Do something about the number of mountain lions and the sheep numbers will 

come back. 
 
1104203 The fragmented population of domestic sheep and goats associated with the ever 

increasing ranchetts that research have shown to be detrimental to wild sheep will 
never allow large populations of wild sheep in the Black Hills.  Also the control of 
mountain lions that target sheep has to be implemented. 

 
1104563 With tag auctions only the very rich will be able to hunt sheep. What if there is only 

one tag for one sheep, then what. The average guy who has put in for numerous 
years will not be able to go on a hunt. Also will these hunts be available to out of 
state rich people? If so I say "NO". What about lottery tickets for ten to fifty dollars 
apiece. Wouldn’t that generate enough money? To hunt a bighorn, is a hunters 
dream. Win lose or draw; it is hunting not the kill. 

 
1104962 I would like to see a tag auctioned off, but to resident hunters only......... 
 
1105369 I am not sure my feelings on the tag auction. I agree that the funds from the 

auction would be useful for the habitat and research but am concerned that if we 
do the auction it will further push the opportunity to sheep hunt in SD into a rich 
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man’s sport. South Dakota is rich in wildlife and opportunities however the 
opportunities continue to be weighed on the economic abilities of the people that 
pursue them. 

 
1106245 1106245 I support the tag as long the average guy still has an opportunity to draw 

a tag. If there is only one tag for the year then it should be a lottery tag if there are 
multiple tags I would support auctioning one tag. 

 
1106879 Instead of doing lion research use the funds for bighorn recovery. You guys 

already give the bighorn tags to the highest bidders now. What are the chances of 
two family members to draw the coveted tags? 

 
1106892 I think it would be a good idea to auction off a few hound hunts for lions before you 

start investing in other areas. It's kind of like putting your pants on before your 
underwear 

 
1107088 One thing to take into larger consideration would be the mountain lion populations. 

Far too many in the Hills for elk and bighorn sheep populations to thrive. 
 
1107180 I think we have to get our act together... Get our own herd healthy and viable... 

Then we can import some animals from other states to supplement and expand our 
herd.  When we have a healthy herd, we can also put up an additional tag for 
auction. 

 
1107239 There are only a few tags for bighorns will one be taken out of the draw for bids? 
  
1107614 The last question is interesting.  I think the amount of money that could be raised 

through an auction will out-weigh any other argument.  Although, I am still on the 
fence about it.  If the winner of the auction has to hunt during the designated 
season and he or she is not given a, "special season", then I would lean more for 
it.  I believe that South Dakota has a hidden gem in the class of sheep and elk that 
we have in the hills.  We as residents have an opportunity like no other state in the 
US, with regards of the hunting and fishing we have here in the state, and I covet 
those opportunities and would not like to have those taken away any time because 
of, "what we could make".  So, if the money and the goal is a realized goal that can 
help with the herd and not a bank account, then I would be ok with that.  Just my 
two cents worth.  Thanks! 

 
1107704 I think it should be residents only on the tag, that goes up on an auction........ 
 
1107860 If the number of licenses doesn't increase within about five years after conducting 

the first auction, the auction will be viewed as a mistake. 
 
1108105 Given how few bighorn sheep tags (2) are available to the public in the drawings, 

reserving one tag for an auction tag would be the equivalent of selling 50% of the 
available tags to the highest bidder – a rich person’s dream but the common 
hunter’s nightmare of stacking the deck in favor of the well to do. 

 
1108242 Hunt more mountain lions....resulting in more elk & sheep numbers--survivors.  

Doesn't take research, partnerships or money--just common sense and existing 
facts. 
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1108368 Just as well as be neutral when it comes to anything the GFP would care to do, 
because I have found it does not matter what anyone thinks, they are going to do 
whatever they want.  So why does the GFP even bother with these surveys?  
Nothing but a facade to make it look like they want public input. 

 
1109977 There are still wealthy SD residents.  I would auction it only to SD residents to see 

if the bids are comparable to other auctions.  Even if it were 25% less than 
average, I would rather see the tags go to SD residents, rather than the ultra-
wealthy from other states.  If not enough was raised from the SD residents bidding, 
then propose selling to NR's instead. 

 
1111052 I would not oppose this provided it did not affect the current number of allotted tags 

for residents only 
 
1111223 The commercialization of any wildlife is a double edged sword.  If we choose to go 

down that path, how do you stop on that slippery slope? The auction would bring in 
more money, but the people that live in SD and put up with the low wages and 
rough climate year round will be selling their resources to a wealthy non-resident. 
We have seen this play out before.    We have more non-resident hunters than we 
have resident hunters in ring-neck hunting, and the regular wage earner in SD 
struggles to find a place to hunt. Every year there are bills introduced in the 
legislature to reduce access to wildlife by non-landowning residents, and making 
more licenses/tags available to wealthy non-residents to harvest our resources. 

 
1111480 If the application fee for sheep was raised to $10 vs. the present $5.00 it would 

probably raise about as much as an auction for one tag and then could be kept 
strictly for South Dakota residents.  I assume the auction would cut down the 
number of licenses available for the lottery drawing for residents? 

 
1111585 allow dogs to hunt lions and populations of big horns will increase. 
 
1112735 It is time to call this Mountain Lion issue what it is, a major problem.    Don’t waste 

time bringing in more sheep until you deal with the cats.    End of story 
 
1113628 I strongly support the idea of an auction but have some doubt about not being able 

to join in the auction because     limited funds only the very rich would have a 
chance to be involved in such a plan leaving the true sportsmen   out of a chance 
for a license 

 
1113917 I wonder how many bighorn sheep are killed each year by mountain lions. 
 
1113930 Auction tags should still only be available to SD residents. 
 
1115289 I don't think there should be any monetary investment in any of the Black Hills 

wildlife until we get rid of ALL of the mountain lions period!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  What an 
unbelievably irresponsible mistake to introduce lions back into our state. Those 
responsible should be fired and GFP should apologize to the sportsmen who this 
terrible decision has affected. 

 
1116331 I don't think the public and conservations group should manage the population. 

That is the job of our professional state biologists. 
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1117284 I think we should let nature take its course naturally with the animals and control 
the population with hunting.  Collaring and other harassment is hard on their life 

 
1117378 The money would be welcome but I don't like the idea of making our wildlife 

available to the highest bidder. 
 
1118018 The drawing banquet would likely cost enough to negate any proceeds. The 

advertisement would take a big share. I would want to see a cost benefit. How 
would increasing the mountain lion tags impact the equation? 

 
1118076 I was quite familiar with the Big Sky Montana area Big Horn Sheep population 

which wintered in the Gallatin valley.  Lot of controversy, one resident feed the 
sheep, population of 40-45 head was steady in early 80's with 5 mature males in 
Spanish Peak area (3/4 curl or better) tags on an unlimited sale basis.   Wintering 
herd was very tame; person could get within 50 yards.    I think this population is 
nearly 0, due to disease possible and predators.    With GFP only allowing 1-2 tags 
now, significant predator issue, I think this would be a very controversial issue with 
the recent elk tag decreases.  No doubt the mountain lions and decrease in elk 
have a lot of residence unhappy.  Sell one of a very limited number of tags to the 
highest bidder may yield a very negative response.  Limited sale to only a resident 
is only slightly better.    Perhaps making the application for a tag a $100 
"population building" fee allows the potential licensee to fund the program, I 
imaging 1500 SD residence would still apply and pay the $100 thus providing the 
funds to increase population.    Perhaps the survey should have included question 
on how much a resident is willing to pay to apply for a tag.     

 
1118180 If we can get the Mountain Lion numbers down we would not have such a problem 

in SD but I can see maybe 1 tag a year going to help the sheep at action, but I do 
not see to many SD people spending 60 to 80 thousand on a tag. 

 
1118639 I don't necessarily  support the people with the deep pockets to get a tag when I 

might apply all   my life and never receive one, but I do see where the money could 
help if it were handled correctly. 

 
1119080 I would support selling a tag if the following conditions would be met.  1) There is a 

CLEAR obtainable objective as exactly what is to be accomplished with the extra 
money. Just hiring extra staff with no clear objective as to what is expected to 
accomplish is out.    2) Habitat funds are available for all BG in the Hills so why not 
a joint effort with all the others because it will be used by all other BG critters. How 
do you quantify habitat development for just sheep alone?    3) Until you clear up 
any disease problems in the Hills - it does not make sense to bring in more sheep. 
In the old days bringing in more animals in a good environment made sense.    4) I 
would ask that before it is authorized to auction off a tag that it there is a very exact 
obtainable objective to be met. That this objective is reviewed at the end of each 
year to make sure it is attainable - than the auctioning off of a license can continue. 

 
1124939 Auction money for the sheep is great but it eliminates a lot of people who would 

never have that opportunity. Even with the lottery system it gives you a chance to 
get a license no matter how much money you have. 
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1126989 As hunters we rarely hear why the numbers of game have decreased. Is it because 
of disease or is it the mountain lions or something else. I guess to auction off a tag 
to help the cause then so be it, but the person that has money gets the prize again. 
I hope to win that prize some day when I can draw a tag in the lottery. 

 
1129634 Hey GFP.  I am not on board with the non-resident auction because it worries me 

that this could be used as a crutch to fix more game animal population decreases.  
There are plenty of in residents that would be interested in this sort of auction.  It 
makes me sick that we have to sell the rights to an animal to the person with the 
most money.  The person with the most money isn't always the most respectful 
hunter and it reminds me of HIGH-FENCE hunting or tie it to a tree hunt as I like to 
call it.  Anywho I like the idea, just keep it in house please.  Something needs to be 
done and I am so happy you guys are brainstorming methods and are as 
concerned as I am about this manner.   

 
1133967 Big game populations in the Black hills are in a downward spiral. I would rather see 

Deer and Elk numbers recover than Big Horns. We need a balanced predator 
population before any of that happens, not sure if GFP has enough courage to do it 
through. 

 
1137360 I feel the auction would bring same amounts even if only auctioned off to residents 
 
1137703 I don’t like the fact that by auction of the tag it does not allow middle class people 

to have a chance because of the high cost that the tag should bring.  I do like the 
idea if it allows more tags to be put in a regular drawing that is open to residents. I 
also think that if the auction happens it will allow more auctions to happen such as 
elk.  I don’t think that hunting should be more available to people of money than 
people that don’t have money.  That being said if the auction does produce more 
tags in the future that is the main goal.  Tough call 

 
1139951 NO NON-RESIDENT TAGS EVER 
 
1148394 MOUNTAIN LIONS MOUNTAIN LIONS MOUNTAIN LIONS 
 
1155079 the more people and organizations involved with helping the populations the better 

there are no other better supporters of keeping the balance than hunters 
 
1155084 Like I have said in previous surveys until you get the cats to a number you can 

justify you just as well do away with all the low numbered species.  You can say 
that its habitat and everything else but until we can't kill 75 cats in 60 days I think 
that is the biggest problem for reproduction of animals out in the Hills.  Where are 
the reports of what happens to the elk that are collared? 

 
1156396 I support an auction tag for residents only. If nonresidents are included, the 

average resident will never be able to afford it. The money generated will probably 
not be as much, but this resource should be for the residents of the state. The 
sheep will eventually spring back to levels that will allow more residents the 
opportunity to hunt them. If you want to include nonresidents in something start 
allowing some mountain lion tags to the nonresidents or up the quota of lions which 
I bet will also help increase the sheep and elk populations! WIN-WIN situation. 

 



2012 South Dakota Bighorn Sheep Hunter Opinion Survey – Appendix B 

90 
 

1156763 Nothing really matters in the Black Hills until mountain lion populations are reduced 
drastically or the animal is eradicated. Any money spent on Bighorn sheep would 
be a waste because mountain lions will kill them like they are doing to the elk and 
deer. Three tags for Custer State Park Elk? Really? This is a trend happening all 
over the mountain west and other states where predators such as mountain lions 
and wolves have rapidly growing populations. If something isn't done, it will be too 
late. Having quality big game to hunt is far more important to our economy than 
some mangy cats. There is a reason why these animals were wiped out. Do not 
waste any money on Bighorns until you exterminate the cats. 

 
1158521 I will never win the auction but I might win a lottery license, so what’s in it for me? It 

would be nice to have more big horn sheep in SD but the other hunting 
opportunities such as elk and deer are still the primary reason to go to the black 
hills hunting, if the money is used to improve habitat for all species and we really 
need the money then we will have to do it. 

 
1159827 The Black Hills of South Dakota has a mountain lion problem. I would kill all 

mountain lions. I would do everything possible to exterminate all mountain lions 
from the Black Hills. Hunters killed 72 lions in 60 days last winter, and could not 
use dogs to hunt them. That to me is a mountain lion problem. To me if the lion 
population was held in check you would see an increase in the population of all the 
big game species. Kill the lions     

 
1160012 I strongly believe that predation by mountain lions is the major factor in the low 

numbers of sheep, deer and elk in the Black Hills.  I believe that the SD Game Fish 
and Parks, needs to increase their attention towards the management of the lion 
population so that we can get back to the herd numbers we once had.    A $ 60,000 
sheep tag equals approximately 170 elk tags, not to mention the economic impact 
of that many additional hunters in the Black Hills buying groceries, fuel, hotels etc.  
Opening our resources (sheep tag) to nonresidents, may sour the population of 
regular resident hunters who don't have the kind of cash to spend on an auctioned 
tag.  Is this the direction that we as South Dakotans want to go? 

 
1161459 The only thing that I do not like about this proposal is that once again the rich guy 

gets the tag and leaves hard working native South Dakotans out in the cold. I have 
hunted most of my life in SD and would very much like to think that I could 
someday get the chance to take a sheep. I could never afford a paid hunt in 
another state or here so I at the mercy of the tag lottery system. I had applied for 
many years in CSP for a sheep tag before that season was ended so another 
opportunity down the drain. So anything that can be done to increase the number 
of sheep I will support. 

 
1162236 I think the part that is missing here is an idea whether the money you're talking 

about is enough to make a difference. How are you going to spend that money? I 
have no idea whether you have plans or whether they are realistic. If I did, I could 
better answer you on how I feel about it. I don't have a lot of faith in the 
department's ability to pull this off but I hope you prove me wrong. 

 
1162241 I did not think that the lack of money was the reason for the decline in sheep 

numbers.  I support whatever the GFP experts want to do. I want to see the sheep 
numbers increase again. Do whatever it takes to accomplish this. Thanks 
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1162872 I would support a raffle of a tag. I will never be able to spend 60,000 on a hunt, but 
I can afford $100 to $250 for a chance at one 

 
1163546 I understand the logic of the auction to raise dollars with the "potential" of 

increasing the bighorn sheep herd, however I am not in favor of opening the 
auction to out of state bidders.  This is a limited state resource and should only be 
hunted by residents.  If the bighorn sheep is an important species of the Black 
Hills, certainly there must be budget money to allocate to preserving its existence.  
It seems to me, there could be a shift in resources from one game species to 
another.  Or, I would suggest that revenue captured through small game fees and 
hunting preserves be used to increase production of other game species in need of 
funding.    If the bighorn sheep and the elk share the same habitat, why can't the 
National Elk Foundation or the National Turkey Federation local chapters focus on 
raising money for bighorn sheep habitat?  I just feel we have the resources, but 
more vision and effort has to be given to ways to protect this important species of 
South Dakota. 

 
1163862 Having the opportunity to hunt bighorn sheep is a great asset to living in South 

Dakota. Everyone would like to see more tags given out, but a healthy population 
is more important. I believe predator management will do more for the population 
than increased habitat or relocated sheep. Mountain lions are at an abundance no 
one would disagree with that. I believe the lion population has to be in check before 
relocation would be worth it. To bring in more sheep now would be an expensive 
lion buffet. The GFP is doing a good job at managing the sheep right now, but it’s 
hard to compete with the lions. Looser lion hunting laws would help the sheep 
population more than anything. 

 
1165464 I have a hard time supporting letting nonresidents get tags, when it takes years for 

residents to sometimes get drawn. 
 
1172741 Don't bother trying to spend money to increase Big Horn Sheep numbers until we 

kill more Mountain Lions in the hills.  The money will be wasted providing food for 
the lions.  Might as well buy cattle to feed them it would cost less.  Please 
INCREASE THE LION KILL AMOUNT! 

 
1173718 You’re talking about fifes and kings. He with the gold makes the rules. When the 

population increases, do you stop auctioning tags to nonresidents?  Would an 
increased herd that naturally occurred be more resistant to environmental factors? 

 
1174918 more money, more staff, but it seems less elk, less goats, less sheep, less deer but 

more mtn. lions   huh 
 
1175279 I like the idea....but I would not be able to bid on the auctioned tags. 
 
1176016 I think putting a tag up for auction would create more funds for further growth of our 

sheep herd, but I fell that most SD residents such as myself cannot afford to spend 
the projected bid it will bring. For most of us this will be our only possible way to 
hunt a big horn sheep is by putting for the lottery a affordable fee. If the auction 
should happen I hope you can keep the number of tags available for residents the 
same, because many of us have many years invested in the hopes of drawing the 
once in a life time dream.   Thanks  
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1179621 I don’t like to see the sheep in South Dakota turn into another rich man’s hunt.  I 
would be in favor of an auction tag at some point but I think the state should first 
take care of the cat problem.  Anyone who spends any time in the Black Hills can 
tell that the cat problem is way out of hand.    If we give out and action tag at this 
point it seems that the money generated would be used to provide more lion food 
and the death  of one more Big horn.     I would like to see the residents of state 
have the chance at the tag and not have it available to any nonresident if you have 
your hearts set on doing the action. 

   
1179790 1179790 Let residents bid in the auction only. 
 
1180149 If in the long term this creates more opportunity for regular hunters to pursue sheep 

it would be a good thing. The negative is initially it reduces the number of tags 
available for regular hunters and makes them available only to wealthy hunters 
with no guarantee that the regular hunter will get more opportunity later.  Also the 
auctioned tag should have the same season and area restrictions as a normal 
lottery tag. Giving special season dates and areas with the auction tag would only 
make this a coveted tag for the elite and further reduce opportunities for the regular 
hunter. 

 
1182368 There would be nothing better than to have a sustainable herd of sheep in the 

black hills. The problem first lies with the predation from 
lions,wolves,coyotes,ect.,until the predators are thinned down or out the 
reintroduction of imported sheep is all for nothing. Why bother with relocations and 
habitat until the sheep have a fighting chance for survival. Start with an open 
season on ALL predators, at least through the winter months. I think the auction 
tag would be very beneficial for the sheep in the hills, but first a good foundation for 
sheep recovery is a must. Again you can through all the money at the sheep 
recovery project but the thinning of predators is a must. 

 
1183215 Unless you get the lion population under control it won't matter what you do with a 

big horn sheep 
 
1184430 Is this a one-time hunt or will this be a yearly adventure? It takes many years for a 

ram to be full curl, so with the limited number of tags available, I would hope it does 
not take place every year. This might give those of us without big pockets to 
experience something of a lifelong dream. 

 
1184952 I don't believe the results from your research anyway.  Statistics are only as truthful 

as those who conduct the research. Predatory problems are bigger than you let on. 
I've seen it firsthand. I've witnessed three big rams being killed by a lion. Do you 
want to waste money? Just do more research. 

 
1185160 I do support the idea but one I think the auction should be just for resident only, just 

because it’s hard enough to get a tag now and that could cause issues with people 
if someone from out of state got to junt ine and someone that has put the time in 
the lottery still doesn’t get the opportunity to hunt one. The other argument is it and 
collision get to the hunt one and that I myself and I’m sure a lot of others don’t have 
that kind of money laying around and would suck to see someone buy a tag 
through auction and get to hunt when the other people have 10, 20 or however 
many years in and have to wait to get there tag. So there are goods and bads but I 
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want the population to turn around just hate to see someone get a tag that doesn’t 
deserve it. Thank you for what you guys do hope we can turn this issue around. 

 
1185831 Bighorn sheep have been studied extensively in other states that have more sheep 

populations than SD.  Those studies are available to our qualified GFP staff and do 
not need to be replicated in our state.  There is minimal true sheep habitat in the 
Black Hills.  Reintroduction is a stop gap procedure that has not necessarily solved 
the problem with other "exotic" big game animals in the Black Hills.  It is an 
expensive "hope" that doesn't always work. 

 
1187780 Then GF&P needs to get their head out of their ass and kill more lions.  The elk, 

deer and sheep populations in the Hills have crashed.  You do not need a biology 
degree to see what is happening, just go for a drive on the logging trails - you do 
not see the number of animals that were there 10 years ago.  The GF&P's 
mismanagement of the lions has seriously threatened these populations.  I think 
that everyone who enjoys hunting wants more deer, elk & sheep than lions.  Open 
the season on lions! 

 
1188930 It is my opinion that, while disease may have been responsible to a great degree 

for the sheep die-off, South Dakota will never have a healthy sheep population until 
the mtn. lion population is brought under control. It would be a complete joke to 
auction off a tag for thousands of dollars and spend all the time, money and effort 
to transplant more sheep into SD just to become lion food.... and they will. Not to 
mention the strong likely-hood that when/if the sheep population ever became 
healthy again, I highly doubt that the SDGFP would discontinue the sheep 
auction... which would be the fair thing to do. This shouldn't be turned into a rich 
man’s sport. PS... and for the record, I love having mtn. lions in the Black Hills, but 
there are way too many right now... even with the increase in the lion quotas in the 
past years, I can't seem to go anywhere without seeing some sign of mtn. lions. 

 
1198004 I'm not opposed to a tag auction for big horn sheep that would be made available 

to residents and non-residents. However, I would not participate in such an 
auction. 

 
1198675 I don’t mind the thought of an auction to raise money for bighorn sheep I just don’t 

like the idea of out of state hunters taking away a resident only tag that hunters in 
state try to get for years on end with no success 

 
1202419 I would be in support of one tag being auctioned off.  If the money goes directly to 

helping build the big horn sheep population.  I do not like the fact the only the very 
rich have a chance in getting a tag.  There is no way in budget I could even 
consider ever buying a tag.  It would be cheaper for me to purchase a guided big 
horn hunt somewhere else and take my money out of state. 

 
1202488 1202488 I think the money of the auction would be great. But there are a lot of 

residents that have been applying for a long time and have not received a tag. And 
with only two tags a year some residents may never get one. With the health and 
mtn. lions we probably better get money and try to establish a new herd in the 
black hills and take care of the ones we have. So I guess maybe try it from a year 
to year basis? 
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1203294 Additional funds and sources of funds (auctions) need to be managed much more 
closely than the current natural resource of sheep has been managed.  I feel both 
will again be lost.    Also additional habitat, food, water, and sheep stock need to 
be matched with adequate conservation officer involvement so years of resource 
development are not lost to poaching. 

 
1208840 Currently the quota for bighorn sheep tags is so low that taking half of the available 

tags, or more, and auctioning them on a 'possible' increase in quotas later is 
another instance of allowing wealthy hunters yet another opportunity that the rest 
of us will never get to have. 

 
1210619 I like the idea of SD residents being able to participate in an auction, but feel it 

should not be opened up to non-residents. 
 
1216122 I am really split on this auctioning a tag thing.  I understand the importance of the 

funds, but I hate seeing tags go to the highest bidder.  I think it sets a bad 
precedence.  Does it stop with Sheep or are deer tags next?  Then is it Elk, it is a 
slippery slope.  Right now I realistically have a very low chance of ever getting a 
tag, so why should someone who has the coin get bumped ahead of the rest?  But 
like I said I see the point and the value in the research.  The other thing is that the 
agency needs to be careful they are the ones that are supposed to be managing 
our wildlife; they shouldn't be looking to the public.  You will never get anywhere 
doing that, just do what it right and let the public complain if you have the right 
people things will work out. 

 
1241979 When it comes to managing bighorn sheep and any wildlife, I believe the 

management should be left up to the specialists (GFP, some conservation group 
input etc.).  I do not believe that the general public should have much input, simply 
because, generally speaking, they do not have the necessary information or 
expertise to make educated decisions.  Example:  Wolves in the west.    I am not 
much in favor of a auctioned tag.  However, as with everything - it all comes down 
to money.  If for example there are two tags currently being issued, and 5 years 
from now there were 4 being issued, including the auctioned tag - because of the 
additional money generated, I guess that would be an increase of one tag over the 
current.  I guess if that is the goal, then I am not opposed to the auctioned tag. 

 
1260094 My biggest fear would be the resident sheep tag getting extremely expensive as 

the tags are in Montana and Wyoming. 
 
1268984 Auction tag should NOT be made available to out of state hunters. 
 
1279087 I really want to help the sheep population, but the auction of tags is a slippery 

slope. It is becoming increasingly difficult to find public land with decent hunting. 
More and more farms and ranches have gone to expensive leases which are killing 
hunting and the future of hunting for our children. Look at pheasant and snow 
goose hunting. It's near impossible to get on anywhere without landowner fees or 
expensive leases. Pheasant hunting has nearly become a sport only for the rich in 
East River. I want to help the sheep, but I'm concerned about the future of hunting 
if access will only be for the wealthy.    Having said that...I am a hunter, but I'm a 
conservationist too. Do what you can to save the sheep...it will be great to see 
them even if I never get the opportunity to hunt them.    Best of Luck 
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1383437 I think we should auction it off to only SD residents... You will be surprised at how 
much you money you will raise 

 
1399400 the main reason I apply for the tag is this the only place an average guy can 

actually afford to hunt this animal.  Make a tag an auction just takes away from the 
average guy and give more to the rich out of stater.  The only way I would support 
this is that you don't decrease the number of lottery tags to account for the auction 
tag.  This would be added to whatever the number of lottery tags is.  All the new 
riches supposedly will increase the population anyway right. 

 
1415548 South Dakota is one of the few states where a resident has a chance to get a 

reasonably priced sheep tag.  I am concerned about how allowing one tag to be 
auctioned off will affect the number of resident tags. The odds of me getting a tag 
are lower and lower all the time. Granted more money and research may help, but 
how many years will we have to wait before that research helps the sheep 
population? How do you find a disease free habitat? How do you keep the disease 
out of the habitat? Do you isolate the population with fences, capture, what? 

 
1416734 I think that a resident should get a tag before a nonresident because we apply for 

the lottery every year. Although I do like the fact that you are trying to increase the 
population of the big horn sheep management. I do not like the fact that we are 
going to offer a tag to a non-resident when it is a once and a life time opportunity. 
Maybe you should offer this option to residents only. 

 
1426266 My concern is once we open the can of worms of auctioning off a hunt where does 

it end?  Next thing it leads to is SD ELK hunts at auction, or a Custer State Park 
hunt, or maybe even a Mt. Rushmore mountain goat?    Pretty soon if you have 
$100,000 you can literally buy a hunt anywhere.  I think SD has done a great job so 
far regulating out of state hunters for big game.  I love the fact that as an archery 
hunter anyone can apply and be granted an archery tag, and we have keep it that 
way for a long time. 

 
1448738 I am unsure of an auction tag.  I think if it was a state run auction without any other 

entities involved it could be beneficial.  Also I am unsure of an auction tag being 
available to nonresidents as well.  There are a lot of residents that have been 
waiting a long time for a tag that could/ would be upset.  Also an auction tag helps 
turn this into a "rich man's" sport pricing average guys out of the equation.  I think a 
more aggressive management of the mountain lion would not only be beneficial to 
the sheep but to other species as well. 

 
1477563 I agree on selling the tag, but only for residents. 
 
1479431 I need more information on how exactly the money would be spent before I could 

support this.  For example, what habitat improvements would or could be done to 
improve the herd? 

 
1487704 I think a bonus point system (where the points also squared) should be 

established. This would provide both residents and non-residents an opportunity to 
draw a bighorn sheep tag. There are several other states that use this system and 
they have proved very successful. To generate revenue, non-residents would be 
required to purchase a non-resident South Dakota hunting license in order to 
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apply. My guess is that research into other states using a similar system would 
show that proceeds generated via this method are just as high--if not higher than 
an auction tag. Which by the way--only a very, very select few individuals can 
afford. That auction method might be exciting and glamorous, but it excludes 
99.5% of the population--including Joe P. Taxpayer. After all--these animals are 
part of the public commons residing on private, state and federal (and/or tribal) 
grounds. Of which are owned and maintained by all of us (i.e. the taxpayers). 
Because of that--I think that individuals are so inclined (resident and non-residents) 
should at least have a chance at drawing a sheep tag by purchasing a hunting 
license and entering a drawing. Simply put--a bonus point system is much more 
democratic method vs. auctioning off a hunt to the highest bidder--which seems 
oligarch(ic) to me.    

 
1494661 While I agree that money would benefit the herd in South Dakota and ultimately 

increase the population.  I feel that this is just another opportunity for the rich to get 
a guaranteed tag while the common populace will have to spend 10-15+ years 
applying for tags through the lottery system.  They are one of the driving factors to 
the increased pricing involved with sheep hunting. 

 
1500336 You need to reduce the number of Mt. Lions in the hills. 
 
1537353 I'm no biologist and I have no scientific proof to back this up, but I do spend a lot of 

time talking to farmers and ranchers all year long, and not just those that reside in 
this state. I think the GFP needs to concentrate a little more on decreasing the 
number of predators in the black hills, mainly the mountain lions.  The fact that 
there is a quota put on the number of mountain lions taken in this state is 
ridiculous.  They don't only hurt the sheep population but the deer & elk as well.  
Naturally the winters we had in 2009 &2010 were major contributors to the decline 
of the deer and elk populations everywhere, so why not try and eliminate even 
more of the stress on these animals and take out more of the predators.  I dare say 
that the amount of money spent in this state by both resident and nonresident 
hunters to hunt mountain lions is a small fraction of the amount of money that is 
spent to hunt deer, elk and bighorn sheep.  Why jeopardize the amount of income 
raised by the big game hunting just to save a few predators.  Another way you can 
quit wasting money is to stop renting small portions of land from ranchers that is 
inaccessible because it is surrounded by private land that is not enrolled in the 
Walk-in Area or School Land programs.  Not only is a pain in the butt for the hunter 
to figure out what is public land, but the ranchers don't have a clue half the time 
what they've leased out and what they haven't.  I personally had an unpleasant 
encounter with a rancher in Harding County last year while antelope hunting all 
because he had no idea what part of his pasture was enrolled as School Land and 
what wasn't.  I'm sure he had a map at home showing what was and what wasn't, 
but I'll bet he never took more than ten seconds to look at it before throwing it on a 
stack of newspapers and never looking at it again. It took me nearly a half hour of 
showing & explaining to him on a paper map what was public land and what 
wasn't.  This was after he chewed my ass for 15 minutes for no reason at all.  I 
know I should have just called up the warden and had them take care of this guy, 
but when I mentioned it he wasn't too keen on that idea.  Maybe he knew it was 
state land and just wanted to bitch about it, or maybe he didn't know and just didn't 
want to be told otherwise by someone with some authority, I don't know.  Either 
way he was in the wrong and it was a complete pain in the ass.  Lucky for me I'm 
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stubborn enough not to be dissuaded from hunting this area again, only next time 
I'm going to have a GPS and the warden on speed dial.  Have a good day. 

 
1553171 Of the 2 seasons SD has one is already closed due to low population and the other 

has what, 2 tags? If you can’t offer more than that how can you "auction" a tag off? 
Either way, I probably won’t live long enough to have my name drawn and I know 
damn well I won’t be able to afford to bid on one. But if brings more money to help 
with habitat and conservation than go for it because it will in turn help other wildlife. 

 
1570059 I believe the GFP are doing a good job managing bighorn sheep. It would be nice 

to see more tags, but not at the down fall of the sheep population. Having this 
resource for many years going forward is more important. 

 
1612111 My wife and I hike in the remote areas of the Black Hills almost every week-end 

and we find mountain lion kills almost every weekend.  I am convinced that the 
mountain lions are raising havoc with the elk and deer herds and I assume they 
have an effect on the big horn sheep as well.  I live in the Black Hills for many 
reasons, however, hunting and seeing wildlife is a joyful experience that is greatly 
being diminished by the excess of mountain lions.  Why not have yearlong seasons 
on mountain lions until we reach a total number of mountain lions that can co-exist 
with elk, deer and big horn sheep? Thanks for the opportunity to express my 
concerns!    

 
1619343 unfortunately sheep hunting in North America has become a rich man's game.  It's 

nice to at least have a slim chance of drawing a tag as a South Dakota resident for 
a bargain price.  While this proposal would provide much needed funds for the 
population of our sheep, it also takes one more opportunity to hunt sheep out of the 
hands of the average Joe and into the hands of the rich man.  I would be torn 
between the two if I had to vote on it, especially since I don't fit into the rich man 
group. 

 
Strongly Support or Support (501 comments) 
 
1100039 I believe if a tag is auctioned yearly. The GFP needs to provide the people a 

spending report to show every dollar spent was spent on the Bighorn Sheep in the 
hills and not on other programs. It is my opinion that the SDGFP does not do what 
the people of South Dakota request in most cases. Most of the input from the 
hunters in SD said to discontinue cow elk tags to help speed the recovery of the 
hills elk herd. I see you guys listened to us on this. I also think a committee on the 
Bighorn Sheep may need to be created. The committee should have regular 
everyday sportsman along with experts on Bighorn Sheep. ALL MONEY SPEND 
SHOULD BE APPROVED BY THIS COMMITTEE TO KEEP OUR GF&P FROM 
DOING WHAT EVERY THEY WANT AGAIN. 

 
1100429 If at all possible, auction costs, expenses, organization time, etc. should NOT be 

borne by GF&P.  Only ONE tag should be auctioned and the recipient should meet 
all other required licensing rules & regulations.  All revenue for bighorn sheep 
should be accurately accounted for and be identifiable and separate from any other 
wildlife division program.  The hunter should be required to check in with GF&P 
officials after the hunt, regardless of success. 
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1100463 Keep doing a great job.  
 
1100497 In the past, there have been only a few bighorn sheep tags available to us as S.D. 

residents. The odds of even drawing a tag are slim to none, with only 1-5 tags 
available per year. The survey is helpful and the tag raffle is a step in the right 
direction. Realistically though, in all honesty, the money generated from one tag 
sale is just a drop in the bucket when compared to what is truly needed to generate 
a substantial and truly huntable population. The money generated by one tag sale 
of 80,000 or even 100,000 would be consumed by additional staffing and maybe 
only cover the wages of one, maybe two individuals with very little help actually 
going to the bighorn population. I would think the sheep that would be taken as part 
of such a hunt, would have far greater value than this.  I fear that this is only going 
to be only another case of wealth being used the wrong way. If hunters were truly 
interested in the S.D. bighorn sheep population, they would contribute freely with 
their financial resources without having to shoot a bighorn sheep, who's numbers 
are already low. This could be accomplished by raffling an engraved rifle with an 
emblem addressing the need or cause. Or, perhaps a pheasant hunt, which South 
Dakota is infamous for. A turkey hunt in the Black Hills or a mountain lion 
opportunity to help keep their numbers in check. Something of that sort. This would 
serve the same purpose, as well as save the bighorn sheep opportunities for those 
of us S.D. residents who have been applying our whole lives for just a chance at 
this dream hunt of a lifetime. Those of us average guys who love to hunt and fish 
but could never afford to put out 80,000 for a tag. In my humble opinion, this high 
dollar, nonresident pay hunt, seems to disrespect the system and the rights of the 
average S.D. citizen.  I only want to do what’s best for the Bighorns. So my full 
support goes to the best decision for them and their future well-being.   Your hard 
work is truly appreciated and all of you at S.D. GFP's should be proud of all your 
hard work. Thank you for putting your hearts and souls into all you do for us, as 
well as, in caring for the animals and parks we all enjoy so much. 

 
1100565 Until GFP is willing to admit SD has a mountain lion problem, all money spent will 

go to feed the lions. 
 
1100897 Just can't figure out why elk, deer and sheep populations are all disappearing in 

the Black Hills - yet the mountain lions are thriving - doesn't take a rocket scientist 
to figure out no amount of disease study, habitat restoration or importing is going to 
solve the problem.  Go ahead and get your multi-millionaires to come into South 
Dakota, shoot our sheep, and at least help to feed the lions! 

 
1101069 I couldn’t afford to spend that kind of money on any hunt. 60 to 80,000 would be a 

good boost to this project go 4 it. I have 22yrs preference in Custer State Park for 
elk who knows if this program works maybe I’ll be lucky in that drawing glad to take 
the survey 

 
1101382 I have applied for a sheep license since approximately 1966 and have not drawn 

yet. Those with the most preference should be getting at least one license with the 
rest going to the rest of the applicants. 

 
1101514 I strongly support giving our sheep more priority and trying to get rid of more lions. 
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1101551 Decrease the lion population in and around the park' We need to harvest quite a 
few more or you can do whatever you want because it will not help . 

 
1101637 thank you 
 
1101890 I would support the option for an auction tag available to residents and non-

residents alike with the following stipulations: No one individual could purchase it 
more than once inside of a 5 year span and no one individual could have the tag in 
his/her name more than once inside of a 10 year span (like Elk).  I.E. a person 
buys one for them, and then cannot possess one for another 10 years.  They can, 
however, buy one for another person after 5 years. The auction tag did not remove 
one of the 3 current tags to residents in the lottery draw. Size/age minimum of the 
ram taken.  If not met, they can be fined and lose hunting privileges in SD. 100% of 
funds ALWAYS goes back to Bighorn management.    Seriously look at the impact 
of predators, mainly lions, on the bighorns and other Black Hills species.  There 
have been instances in Nevada and Utah where one lion has nearly wiped out an 
entire herd. 

 
1102217 The cougar plays a huge role in the big horn sheep population as well as elk, deer, 

and turkey! We are not ignorant!!!! Stop the cougar!!!! 
 
1102454 I think that one of the biggest problems in the Black Hills rite now is an out of 

control Mountain Lion population. Which I think is a big reason for the reduction in 
tags allowed for multiple seasons in the Black Hills area.   My biggest concern is 
that it would not be fair to take a lottery allocated tag away from all who have been 
sending in for so many years and allow anyone to send in for it. This tag should be 
in addition to those tags. 

 
1102500 Probably should not let non-residents bid on the tag.  Leave this for South 

Dakotans so you get their support. 
 
1102619 get control of the mountains would help the most 
 
1102630 I agree with selling "an additional" permit that would not affect the number of draw 

permits. 
 
1102662 Let’s get going wasting time. 
 
1102711 Need better management of mountain lions. 
 
1102856 I support the auctioning off of a tag but hope that tag does not affect the number of 

tags available to residents. 
 
1103217 Anything you can do that will benefit the sheep population is not only 

recommended, its necessary. I hunt in one of the Bighorn areas on Sheridan lake 
road. Years ago you would see sheep every time you went out. I saw one sheep 
last year. It was dead and I assumed it was from a lion. When I turned in the ear 
tag the biologist contacted me confirming that it was a lion kill and that they had 
already known about this sheep. It was collared but they forgot to remove the ear 
tag. I understand that disease is the biggest threat to the sheep. But since the lion 
population has exploded in the hills the number of sheep, elk and deer have been 
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substantially reduced. I agree that more money and programs can help the bighorn 
sheep. I also think that throwing a bunch of money at the problem without 
addressing the lion issue will be a waste of resources. I’m 52 years old and have 
lived in South Dakota for 47 of them. I will probably never get to stalk a bighorn in 
my lifetime. I can’t afford an out of state license. I still apply for the tag because I 
feel the money goes to a good cause. Not seeing those big rams standing on the 
edge of a cliff is something that disappoints me to this day and would be extremely 
pleased if you guys could do something that would change their situation for the 
better. 

 
1103275 I don't want people to forget about the lions in the hills.  I do believe they have also 

hurt the population.  I believe that the deer and elk have taken a hit from the cats 
also 

 
1103344 Lets take more mountain lions and save the elk and sheep!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
1103348 use and look into other sheep pops in the state, you can shut off an auction tag any 

time that you want so go for it while you can still sell them and get the funds to 
save the herd, it we wait and whine about out of state hunters winning the auction 
and put up a fit soon we might not have any sheep and thus tags to fight over and 
no one will get any chance at all 

 
1103449 We need to do whatever possible to help build a strong herd, from whatever means 

and sources available.    Thank You. 
 
1103493 Get rid of the dam mountain lions!!! There is a reason our forefathers shot these 

pests to extinction they are human predators as well as big game predators!!! But I 
know this will fall on deaf ears until some child gets mauled or killed!!!!!!!! 

 
1103552 I could not afford this tag, but I think it will help in the long run. 
 
1103635 You need to manage the sheep better than you have managed the mountain lion 

population.  15 years pref. on elk out of the park and can’t draw a tag. I strongly 
feel that this is due to the lack of harvesting enough cats. Be the shits if the cats 
wipe out your sheep too. Now I have given you my support, give all good S.D, 
sportsman yours. 

 
1103779 One aspect of bighorn management not mentioned in the survey is the ever 

increasing mountain lion population.  Until this top of the line predator is controlled 
at a sufficient level, increasing bighorn sheep numbers, or any other big game in 
the Black Hills, will be next to impossible.  SD Game, Fish and Parks needs to be 
committed to ensuring that there is game to manage in the future.  I would much 
rather see bighorns, mountain goats (are there any left), elk, deer, 
porcupines...than ever seeing a lion. 

 
1103824 I realize I will probably never draw a tag for big horn sheep but my family has seen 

them many times near Hill City and Custer. Last couple of years we have looked 
for them and not seen them. It would be great to get a healthy and manageable 
heard back in the hills. An Auction would be a great idea. 
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1103861 I support the idea but want safeguards built into the program and the funds 
overseen by the commissioners, not the staff of GFP.  Staff should have a specific 
plan on how to use the funds approved by Commissioners and the money needs to 
be spent only on the program that the money is designated for. 

 
1103929 This is a no brainer; every state with bighorn sheep uses this mechanism to raise 

funds for this important resource.  It is time for SD to get on board and do what is 
best for SD residents. 

 
1103969 I would strongly support this if it doesn't take away one of the resident licenses 

currently available. 
 
1104039 Kill more mountain lions.   Can the sheep be vaccinated for pneumonia?  If so, $ 

should be spent on that.   Thank you for your efforts to save the sheep herd  
 
1104170 Lions or deer?  Lions or elk?   Lions or sheep?  I'll take the deer, elk and sheep 

thank you very much.  And how about some game biologists that take hunter 
observations seriously?  At some level in GFP mistakes are being made, at least in 
the Black Hills, seems like our deer, elk and sheep herds were growing nicely, then 
boom...all downhill. The biologists can poo poo the hunter comments all they want, 
but lions are eating 365 days a year, EVERY year. 

 
1104235 Control the Mountain Lions and you will have more Sheep, Mountain Goats, Deer, 

Elk, to hunt. They have gotten out of control and there is not much to hunt in the 
Black Hills anymore because of the Mountain Lions. 

 
1104320 Until the sheep population is stronger in the Black Hills I would be opposed to 

allowing non-residents into a lottery or drawing for Bighorn Sheep in SD. And even 
if the sheep population were strong it should stay a resident only drawing for the 
Bighorn sheep since it would be something that we already share so many of our 
states natural resources with non-residents. 

 
1104365 One of the best ideas that has come from the SD GF&P.  This is a very smart 

decision to begin the process of rebuilding a decimated sheep population back to 
healthy numbers. Tag auctions have worked well in North Dakota and other 
surrounding states.  By the state showing some interest in preserving this 
resource, other conservation groups would be more likely to contribute resources 
as well.  It's unfortunate it has taken this long to realize that proper management is 
crucial to sustain a healthy population of Bighorn Sheep.  Proper management 
requires proper funding in which the state has neglected to produce for this 
resource.  I hope this is a sign of good things to come from the SD GF&P. 

 
1104409 One other approach that would seem to make sense in improving Big Horn Sheep 

populations would be continued increases in Mountain Lion quotas.  It would seem 
that none of our game populations in the Black Hills will thrive until the number of 
Mountain Lions is significantly reduced. 

 
1104423 I believe that the auction of the tag should be reviewed every year and the 

residents should have input on the auction of the tag to non-residents.  I believe 
that the SCI, state resident with the GFP should sit down and discuss what they 
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want and what they can live with.  Please do not stuff this not the state resident 
throats without their input. 

 
1104443 Disease and any domestic sheep issues should be addressed before any other 

management options are considered. 
 
1104480 Me and my buddies have been talking about this option for a few years now.  We 

think it would be a great idea, as long as the money goes directly to helping the 
sheep.  Do what you need to do to get this pushed through.  If you are planning on 
bringing sheep in from a different state, make sure it is from a good trophy quality 
area.  South Dakota has some great genetics, and I would hate to have a bunch of 
smaller quality sheep brought in.     It might not hurt to try to raise the # of cat tags 
some more too!!    Thanks, this is the best news I have heard in a long time! 

 
1104557 I am opposed to reducing the number of tags available for the lottery by allowing 

one tag for the auction but otherwise am in favor of the auction. 
 
1104618 We need to manage the mtn. lions better.   The coyote numbers in the hills are too 

high also.  Let’s get a handle on those numbers and you will watch the wildlife 
come back also. 

 
1104669 I do wonder about the effects of lions since they have really hurt the elk population. 
 
1104695 Question will be once herd is re-established will the non-resident auctioned tag 

opportunity be removed? 
 
1104746 I am not really in favor of allowing an out of state hunter to be able to receive an 

auction tag, but, if it has the potential to improve the sheep numbers then I 
reluctantly support the program that is being proposed. 

 
1104817 How about applying more predator control, specifically reducing mountain lion 

numbers, to aid the population efforts?  It seems like a waste of money to bring in 
sheep from other states just to let the mountain lions eat them. 

 
1104819 I would oppose this measure if the funds derived from such an auction did not 

approximate the amounts suggested 
 
1104895 The chances of pulling a tag are almost zero now. Auctioning off a tag won't 

change those odds significantly, so the sheep might as well benefit from the money 
raised. 

 
1104935 The state of South Dakota needs to first recognize that there is a major mountain 

lion problem in the state and mainly in the black hills. My thoughts and the thoughts 
of many other people I have talked to are that we need to take control of this 
problem before we can even start to address the problems of the game animals we 
all have been trying to get tags for years. I think that mountain lions should be open 
to hunt year round with just a predator license and be treated no different than a 
coyote. Our elk herds, big horn sheep, mountain goat, deer and antelope are all 
being hurt because the game fish and parks will not recognize the problem so 
many other people see so clearly. Myself along with many other hunting 
enthusiasts have spent a lot of money applying for these tags over the years, and 
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now I hear a lot of talk about taking that money elsewhere where the populations of 
these game animals are better. South Dakota had, in my opinion, some of the best 
hunting in the world especially elk, and now I’m worried that when I get my tags 
there will be nothing left for trophy animals and I would have wasted my money 
and years trying to have the privilege to hunt for these animals in my own state. So 
I feel that if we are to try to better our hunting we need to first take care of the 
mountain lion population. 

 
1104947 too many mountain lions in the Black Hills 
 
1105160 in the survey you should have made it clearer that the residents are not losing odds 

to a non-resident. It is an additional tag... before introducing new sheep, we need 
to take care of one of the major problems!!!! Kill the CATS or it will be just like 
when we introduced the mtn. goats. I have 5 different cats living around my house. 
I have over 500 photos of them. During the cat season I found 6 deer that the mtn. 
lions had killed within a 1/4 mile of my house. That was only 6 weeks. Now that the 
season is over the killing has not stopped. You guys have a serious problem and 
you know it. It is time to do your job quit the political BS!!!! The auction tag is a 
great idea as long as you get the cats under control first. 

 
1105161 I only support this process if non-residents are excluded from the auction of the 

tag. 
 
1105183 This is a slippery slope and if it ends at auctioning a tag for the benefit of the 

species I fully support it. 
 
1105316 Are the multiplying numbers of mountain lions depreciating the Bighorn Sheep 

population as much as they are depleting the elk herd? 
 
1105349 I also feel that the mountain lion population has had a detrimental effect on the 

bighorn sheep's population or recovery from catastrophic loss form a lung parasite.  
I know the mtn. lions are not the major factor, but it is one that we can perhaps 
more easily control.  Does SD really need to be exporting or supplying the 
mountain lions for repopulating the Midwest? 

 
1105378 Get rid of the Lions.  I don't see a need to have large predators like that in the 

Black Hills.  If they are not taking down the sheep and Elk population, getting rid of 
them would quite the critics that think they are.  I don't think anyone particularly 
wants to see a lion in the wild in the Black Hills...in fact I think they may deter some 
tourists.  We don't need Mountain Lions in the Hills! 

 
1105425 I would support this idea if only one tag was auctioned off and the money was used 

only for bighorn sheep management. 
 
1105493 Great idea, we are in limbo now, it should help. 
 
1105609 All of this could be a waste of money until DEPREDATION is taken into account.  

The amount of revenue gained by elk licenses will provide more dollars than a 
couple of these tags at most given in lottery system.  Habitat is one....we have 
habitat.  What is affecting these animals even more is some that we CAN control 
and we aren't doing it effectively.  I worry about wasting money and we have done 
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it in the past.  Anytime we can raise money to increase wildlife populations........I"M 
IN FAVOR!!!!! 

 
1105643 This is a great idea to auction a tag to raise funds for conservation. Nonresident 

bidders need to be allowed. This is the source for the greatest return at the auction. 
I have participated in these auctions and if you have the quality of sheep the 
bidders will come. The quality must be there however as these bidders will 
definitely review this.    You need the funding to do the propagation of the species. 
This has been very successful in many states with multiple species. I highly 
encourage this program to be implemented so SD can do the best job possible with 
the Big Horns. 

 
1105743 control the mountain lions better! This will be better for all wild life. 
 
1105974 WE HAD A LARGE POPULATION OF SHEEP.  IF GFP WOULD HAVE 

ALLOWED FOR MORE TAGS PER YEAR, REVENUE WOULD HAVE BEEN 
HIGHER WITH TAGS SOLD, HUNTERS WOULD BE HAPPIER, AND THE 
POPULATION WOULDN'T HAVE CRASHED LIKE IT DID.  I HAVE TWO 
DEGREES IN BACHELORS OF SCIENCE AND A MEDICAL DEGREE, 
BUREAUCRATS IN GFP GIVING OUT 4 TAGS A YEAR ALLOWED THE 
POPULATION TO SWELL UNCHECKED UNTIL DISEASE DECIMATED 70% OF 
THE HERD.  SELL MORE TAGS WITH A REQUIRED STATE REPRESENTATIVE 
AND ONLY HARVEST FULL CURLS.  70% OF A HERD IS DEAD BECAUSE 
SOME BIOLOGIST THOUGHT 4 MALES A YEAR WAS THE MAX.  THINK 
ABOUT BLUE TONGUE AND EPIZOOTIC HEMORRHAGIC DISEASE IN WHITE-
TAIL DEER.  LESS TAGS EQUALS MORE HOST.  I WOULD RATHER HAVE A 
SMALL HEALTHY HERD OF DEER, ELK, AND SHEEP TO HUNT THAN A 
LARGE UNHEALTHY ONE READY TO CRASH.   

 
1105994 I think that there will be considerable opposition to allowing out of state hunters the 

opportunity to bid on a SD sheep tag.  I would suggest that you determine the 
amount of funds/years needed to get the population up to the "optimum level" prior 
to trying to sell this to the states sportsmen.  The average SD sportsman can't 
afford an out of state sheep hunt.  If they know that "selling off our resources" will 
only be temporary, they might go for it.  Improving the states herd will also lead to 
more tags that are available to the states sportsmen in future years.  Good luck. 

 
1106069 I strongly supported a similar program in Mich to help reintroduce both Elk and 

Moose in Mich and it worked very well. 
 
1106126 it seems that the predator populations need to be managed better if any species is 

to thrive in the hills or any place for that matter. On another note the bighorn sheep 
tags should only be for the residents of South Dakota. 

 
1106143 I'm glad SDGFP finally realized the need and potential for an auction tag for 

bighorn sheep. I hope you would also look at the revenue an auctioned elk tag 
would bring in as well. But first I think you need to deal with the mountain lion 
population. 

 
1106163 In principle, I am opposed to the auction of our big game tags.  It moves one more 

chance at draw from my reach...I cannot afford $60,000 to $80,000 for a sheep tag 
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and probably never will.  Furthermore, it is another step from fostering hunting as a 
common person's sport and moves it into the realm of the gentry.  I hunted in 
Germany while stationed there in the military and witnessed the fact that hunting 
there is a wealthy person's sport.  I resist such a trend in South Dakota 
strenuously.    Having said that, I realize that bighorns need help to reestablish in 
our state.  It is for this reason that I reluctantly register my support for an auction.  
The one caveat I wish to express is this:  The auction should be limited to South 
Dakota residents and it should be a lifetime opportunity.    Thanks for taking the 
time to hear from resident hunters! 

 
1106187 I realize that I will probably never hunt sheep in South Dakota in my life time but I 

do believe that we should continue to increase their population for the future of our 
children and grandchildren 

 
1106198 Hunting is becoming a rich man's game.  I realize that an auction tag such as this 

just helps to make that an increasing reality.  However if the funds are used to 
increase opportunity for all then I am in favor. 

 
1106253 I would oppose this proposal if there was only 1 tag allowed in the State. Let the 

big guys bid to their hearts content, but let the little guy have a chance too. If one 
tag was auctioned off and one tag drawn for it would be ok with me.  
 

1106287 I support it as long as you do what you say you are going to do which is doing 
everything you can to get more sheep out there so we can get the numbers up and 
have more opportunities and the auction tag will never surpass one!  Every hunter 
in this state is baffled by the management of big game in this state recently.  Every 
big game animal is suffering ...especially in the Hills.  I agree that disease has 
affected the bighorns.  As for mountain goats, elk, deer, even turkeys......the young 
are all being eaten by mountain lions and we have nothing replacing what we are 
able to shoot.  I'm tired of hearing excuses and catering to the few who bark the 
loudest.  The way things are going, some of us may never draw an elk tag in the 
Hills ever again which frustrates me like you wouldn't believe along with MANY 
others!  How about some drastic changes to get that back to where it was??  Ever 
check into research out of Kentucky to see how their elk herd has exploded??  I 
have never talked to so many frustrated outdoorsmen...and I am sorry to say, but 
they are frustrated with you.  Do a survey monkey to hunters about increasing tag 
fees or something to generate some more money to help get things back on track.  
Something better change because many are beginning to wonder if our supposed 
management experts really know how to manage.  I know a guy who is with the 
Alaska Game and Fish and he says SD is the laughing stock out of all the states 
right next to Idaho.  At first I didn't believe him.  Unfortunately now I do.  I pray 
things will change because many things have been absolutely ruined!  Hunters and 
outdoorsman are barking just as loud as that vet in the Hills.  How about listening 
to us. 

 
1106455 If more isn't done to curb the mountain lion population, all big game animals 

including bighorns are going to suffer.  Having the best habitat in the world means 
nothing if something eats them faster than they can reproduce.  And now with 
wolves in the Black Hills, the problem just multiplies.  I don't think we need more 
people researching bighorns; we need more people hunting predators that are 
eating the Black Hills out of its precious big game population. 
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1106522 Although I hate to see hunting turn into the sport of the wealthy were money buys 
opportunity, I understand the need for additional funds to help manage the herd 
and the auctioning of tags provides this.  If one tag is auctioned a year and in turn 
this increases the herd numbers this will allow for additional opportunities for 
resident hunters.  I view it as a win win situation for all.    Thank you. 

 
1106531 SD residents should have the same opportunity they now have & that opportunity 

should not be reduced because of the proposed "fund raising tag." In other words, 
the fund raising tag should be an extra tag, not a reduction in the number of SD 
resident only tag(s). 

 
1106577 I would only support this measure if it did not cut the number of licenses available 

to resident hunters 
 
1106603 One of my questions would be, is the population high enough to support another 

tag. The auction tag should not come out of our number of tags. 
 
1106808 SD can grow and sustain a "disease-free" bighorn herd here in the Black Hills.  

Through sheep re-location, tag auctions, public awareness, and other various 
tools..... Sheep restoration in SD is right around the corner. 

 
1106832 Cut the lion population. 
 
1106837 Auctioned tags should only be allowed to residents 
 
1106951 I have absolutely no problem with auctioning a tag if it can generate significant 

money and it's used to improve the Big Horn Sheep herd.    My only concerns are 
that the last few years only one or two tags have been issued to hunters.  If it's 
determined that only one Big Horn Sheep can be killed in a year, will the tag be 
auctioned and no drawing will occur?  If only one can be killed and no action 
happens because it's going to be distributed via drawing, how will this affect the 
long term auction results?     I realize other states can auction tags for big money, 
but they have much larger herds and potentially bigger more trophy sized rams. 
Some people with the resources to do so will pay big money to shoot a trophy ram.  
I'm not a sheep expert, but do we have the trophy caliber rams people are willing to 
pay $80K plus for? 

 
1107000 how else can we raise such funds? Without help none of us may get to hunt sheep 

in our state. 
 
1107092 I'm only for the auction tag if the proceeds go to GF&P and are used only for sheep 

management. The proceeds should not go to any other organization. 
 
1107098 We have a very limited bighorn sheep population - I'm not sure allowing non-

resident participation would increase the "take" from an auctioned permit.  It would 
be at a loss of having a resident hunter being selected. 

 
1107106 If you remove one of the tags for the auction that could yield up to $30,000 I think 

you should reduce the price of the tag if you are lucky to draw one.  I think it is a 
bunch of crap that the tag price is so high.  North Dakota auctions off one tag and 
the residents pay about $25 for a tag if they are drawn.  I just don't see the 
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reasoning behind the current price of the tag.  I know it is a premium tag and you 
would pay a lot more if I was to hunt out of state.  This tag is not out of state why 
should I pay non-resident prices for a hunt in my own state.  On another note, I 
appreciate all your efforts in game management. Thanks for all the opportunities. 

 
1107159 My positive response to this management tool is predicated on SD GFP's much-

needed action on the real problem we have in the Black Hills regarding our big 
game populations:  Lions (and soon wolves) are eating far too many elk, deer, 
turkeys and sheep.  I've had numerous conversations with GFP personnel about 
this issue, and I do appreciate that we've recently doubled the kill-quota, and that 
we aggressively deal with problem lions.  But it's time now to aggressively address 
the still-growing lion population, and the potential wolf population. Yes I know how 
disease affected the recent sheep decline, and yes we had three tough, snow-
packed winters before last winter.  But our big game population decline...especially 
elk and deer, is undeniably mostly due to lion predation...as proven by the recent 
calf-elk study.  It's simple...we need to stop shooting cows, start killing more lions, 
and eliminate the wolves.  Of course revenue drives cow tags, and I know how 
important revenue is to jobs, etc. etc., but much like the budget cuts we took in FY 
11 and 12, GFP must take hard-action to replenish our elk (and other big game) 
populations0.  Now.  Please. We need to do what we do in South Dakota:  
recognize and acknowledge the problem...then fix it.  Forget political correctness.  I 
don't wish to make lions and wolves extinct.....I'm saying lions don't belong in the 
Black Hills at these population levels, and wolves don't belong here at all. The 
solution is simple.  Have a season on lions like we do other furbearers...eliminate 
the quota.  We don't hunt lions with dogs, so for gosh sakes we won't kill all the 
lions when we can't tree them.  We need an open-season statewide, year-round on 
wolves. I'll support the proposed sheep management tool...if you'll aggressively fix 
the lion problem.  If you don't, this management tool will only create more cat food.  
And I'll lobby hard against that.      Thanks for the opportunity to voice my opinion!     

 
1107228 I have been putting in for a South Dakota Bighorn Sheep tag for over a dozen 

years now and realize that it may take me many more in order to draw a tag.  I may 
be an old man by the time I am lucky enough to draw a tag.  Therefore, I support 
the idea of auctioning off one tag in order to raise significant funds for bighorn 
conservation, restoration and the goal of increasing the overall population in the 
Black Hills ecosystem.  With increased herd populations, and the promise of 
increased number of old rams, more tags will be available to residents and my 
chances of drawing a tag increase.  I am glad that this state still realizes the need 
of hunters' dollars as an important conservation tool because hunters are the true 
conservationists.  Thank you for asking for my opinion. 

 
1107265 1) Tags still need to be available through the lottery system, not just auction.  2) 

Don't manage this to make money and ruin the herd as has happened with the 
over-issuing of elk tags. Thanks for the invitation to participate.     

 
1107272 I like raising money for the sheep with a tag as long as the rich person that buys it 

hunts the same time line as everyone else that gets this great opportunity to hunt 
bighorn sheep. Only one tag a year and it would be great if we could take out the 
lions so the bighorns and elk could have a better chance. That would do more for 
the herds than anything else. 

 



2012 South Dakota Bighorn Sheep Hunter Opinion Survey – Appendix B 

108 
 

1107359 We need the sheep population to be increased.  This said we need fewer mountain 
lions that eat everything and anything that lives in the Hills.  I think that as long as 
there is one auction permit and one resident only draw permit this will keep the 
residents happy that have been applying for years and will bring in more money for 
the GFP. 

 
1107361 I believe the auctioning of the tag will be a great effort to rescue the sheep from 

suffering from the disease that can only and inevitably cause their demise. The 
article I read on the mortality rate of the lambs was a very sad and painful truth that 
needs to be addressed by whatever means  possible If that means auctioning one 
tag a year to someone with the financial means to help rescue the sheep from such 
a horrible end I am 100% in favor of it. I really believe that if the tag was promoted 
properly and everyone interested was made aware of the fact that this is a hunt 
that was able to be made without the danger and physically demanding 
circumstances that accompany a lot of other sheep hunts in truly rugged and often 
dangerous terrain, I am sure it would be in great demand, much more than any 
other state, perhaps excluding N.D.SAVE OUR SHEEP!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

 
1107412 If you can help fund the study I would auction off 10 or however many it takes. 
 
1107471 If a bighorn sheep population will need to be managed like a herd of domestic 

sheep, then they are no longer WILD LIFE and I would not be in favor of the extra 
expenses and efforts needed to maintain a population. 

 
1107494 I would support it as long as there are at least 2 available to residents only through 

the current draw process. 
 
1107596 The auction should only be available to residents... Not nonresidents. 
 
1107606 I am in favor of this sale of a sheep tag as long as you make sure to continue to 

grow this resource with the funds that will be raised with the sale of the tag.  For a 
lot of the people in this state this will be there only chance to ever be able to afford 
to go on a sheep hunt.  Although the odds are not great it is still there best 
opportunity.  So if you can use these funds that will be generated to increase our 
population so that my children and I will have a chance to hunt a sheep in South 
Dakota I am all for it.  Thank you for trying to do everything you can to keep sheep 
in South Dakota. 

 
1107679 I would like to see the first tag Auction off, be SD resident only. Good luck 
  
1107693 I would like to see you double or triple the number of mountain lion tags and that 

would help increase the number of all big game animals. 
 
1107695 Reduce lions, vaccinate the lambs for pneumonia, bring in more from other states, 

study and research all you can but do not hire very many more biologists. Keep 
bighorn sheep going strong. 

 
1107763 I feel more population control of big game predators such as the mountain lions 

(longer seasons, more tags) would help not only to establish Bighorn Sheep herds 
but also Mountain Goats and Elk. 
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1107795 As long as residents can continue to try for a tag without having to pay for an 
auction tag, I agree with going forward. 

 
1107825 The auctioned tags (resident or non-resident) MUST sell for a minimum of 

$50,000.00 each or his program will not be of any value.    On another note, we 
must really watch what we are doing with the Mtn. lion population or all the $$ we 
take in will do nothing to help the sheep, OR Elk population.    Thank you, 

 
1107854 I am against the practice of selling a tag to someone that has the money to buy 

himself a hunt. However, in this case because of the drastic decline in sheep 
populations and needed research, I would be in favor of allowing an auction of a 
sheep tag at this time. Provided in the future if sheep populations improve or 
increase back to historical levels, the auction of a tag would cease. 

 
1107855 I support the auction at this time as we need to get our sheep populations back. I 

am opposed to buying a hunt because you have the means to. If in the future 
sheep populations recover, the sheep tag auction should be discontinued. 

 
1107875 I am very much in favor of this program....BUT the Game Fish and Parks will have 

to address the mountain lion problems first. The biologist that continues to say we 
have a correct lion population should be fired. The GFP will have to address this 
problem or the only big game they are going to have to manage will be lions and 
wolves. 

 
1107953 Has the money raised in other states from the auctions actually increased the 

number of tags available for residence? I would guess that 99.9% of residence of 
SD would not be winning the bid or even bidding for that matter. 

 
1107982 Do what you can do get numbers up. I would love to hunt sheep SD!!!! 
 
1108022 as long as the auctions are used to further sheep production and the funds are not 

used for anything else or as a revenue generator for other programs. 
 
1108052 Clean out the Pierre Office of GFP. Moral in the ranks is terrible all over the state. 

Vonk is blind to what is happening and Tony Leif manipulates the truth for his 
benefit. Biologists are ignored, fired or transferred so that he can control all 
information within the state. His firing of Lowell Schmits will cost the state money to 
settle the lawsuit that will come. Clean up your house -- now. 

 
1108150 Research is a waste of our License and Tax dollars, other states and institutions 

have already done all the necessary research. USE WHATS AVAILABLE. Control 
the Mountain Lions, I am sure they will kill the lambs just as fast as they kill the 
fawns and calves. Can you also raffle off a license so that the average individual 
has an additional opportunity to get a tag and not just the "RICH." 

 
1108201 I support this effort, but for God's sake, get a clue about your ability to successfully 

manage the elk and sheep population in the Black Hills with the number of cats 
present.  You are throwing money away until that gets put into the proper ratio of 
animals/acres.  Sheep, particularly in the modest mountain habitat of the Hills, are 
easy prey for Lions.  They don't stand a chance in hell of increasing without 
mitigation of the risk of that awesome predator! 
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1108229 GFP can't possible believe that any action taken will change sheep populations 
UNLESS more is done to bring the Lion population back under control. 

 
1108375 I think auctioning ONE tag is ok as long as the proceeds are used exclusively for 

bighorn herd development.  The end goal being increased opportunity for resident 
hunters. 

 
1108377 One large problem still that needs to be addressed is the over population of the 

mountain lion. You cannot get a healthy population if the cats are not kept in check. 
Look at the elk population right now from them. I am sure you guys understand that 
though. 

 
1108391 As part of habitat improvement the reduction of predators needs to be taken into 

consideration. 
 
1108435 Get rid of the mountain lions!!! Promote Bighorn sheep!! 
 
1108662 I understand that disease has affected our herd but do we know the extent of 

predation on that same population?  I am a strong advocate of increasing the take 
of mountain lions, wolves, etc. in the hills area.  Once a prey population has been 
decreased for whatever means it takes very little to keep their numbers low if the 
predator population is not also decreased.  This is a basic rule in wildlife 
management. 

 
1109135 We need this auction tag. 
 
1109685 I strongly support supplementing the SD sheep herd with sheep from other states.  

I don't believe the sheep currently in SD will produce fast enough to make a large 
herd.  A few more tags available would give more chances to SD residents since 
as it stands now, many people will go their entire life and never draw a tag. 

 
1109757 Please utilize our resident and non-resident enthusiasts to help fund the 

reintroduction of outside sheep.  Please open up the lottery for one tag to any 
willing hunter. 

 
1109873 I understand the potential benefits of the increased funding that would be 

generated from this sheep tag.  At the same time it is saddens me that it comes 
down to a money thing and the rich man will win.  When there are so few tags 
available and one goes to the highest bidder it is a hard decision.  One reason 
other states generate such large auction money is because of their quality of 
sheep.  I would take a hard look at how much money can really be expected with 
our sheep population experiencing hard times.  Overall, if such a large amount of 
money can be made and 100% of the funds generated can be towards increasing 
sheep numbers and tag number back to where they were, a few short years ago, 
and beyond it would be wise to offer a sheep license at auction. 

 
1109890 The idea of this is good. I can’t help but wonder then how this will not become a 

rich man’s hunt. There are very few people in South Dakota that could afford one 
of these hunts if tags are auctioned off. Would the tag that is being auctioned off be 
available to a state resident only? 
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1110008 SDGFP should work with other individuals and groups but SDGFP should always 
be the boss of sheep and all other wildlife management decision making.    
Allowing non-residents to bid on a sheep tag is acceptable to me because I can 
find nothing wrong with taking a large sum of non-resident money to help sheep in 
SD in return for 1 auction tag.    My strong support for SDGFP has only one area of 
great concern for me: I think that mountain lions are killing too many elk and a lot 
more than what has been done in the past needs to be done in the future in order 
to get elk numbers growing again. I think that mountain lions have too much 
protection. Thanks for all your great work. 

 
1110102 I support your efforts to think creatively to expand opportunities in the state of 

South Dakota for resident hunters.    Please consider reviewing and revising the 
way the elk licenses are issued. Specifically the fact that landowners have far 
greater opportunities to hunt elk year after year versus non-landowners. That 
program does not seem to benefit the other resident hunters versus the sheep 
program you are proposing does 

 
1110211 For most South Dakota residents that apply for bighorn tags, an auction tag price 

will be out of their financial reach and may create some resentment and political 
backlash. However, if tags are auctioned and conservation groups are provided 
raffle tags and it can be reliably predicted by GF&P that the funds will help increase 
the bighorn herds with more tags in future drawings, the criticism may be muted. 

 
1110275 I would like to see the tag be auctioned to South Dakota residents. 
 
1110282 I feel GF&P needs to clean out the sick flocks completely and import new blood 

lines. I also see a need to keep increasing the cat license quota as fast as you 
dare. In my mind these two topics are more important than more money and out of 
state hunting interests. 

 
1110439 I believe there are still areas of the Black Hills with suitable habitat for bighorn 

sheep expansion.  However, I think disease and predation will still be the major 
limiting factors to increasing bighorn sheep in the Black Hills. 

 
1110505 I would SUPPORT the notion to allow non-residents to bid on an "auction tag", but 

I OPPOSE the notion of allowing non-residents to be entered into our general 
lottery system for regular season bighorn sheep tags.  We have an extremely 
limited population of bighorn sheep in South Dakota and the residents of South 
Dakota should have exclusive access to hunting this population of big game 
animal.  South Dakota residents pay the taxes and fees that consequently support 
the GFP and their habitat/wildlife management efforts; therefore, they should have 
prioritized access to this unique hunting opportunity.  However, only if non-
residents were to provide significant funding in order to improve the population and 
habitat (as is the case with an auction tag) should they be allowed access to hunt 
bighorn sheep in the Black Hills. 

 
1110543 Auction one tag and make one resident only tag. Most of us normal working class 

can't bid on a $60,000 tag. I like the idea of bringing in funds to help with the 
population growth. 
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1110566 I strongly suggest that the SD GFP seek help and work closely with other states 
that also have bighorn sheep. With a combined effort managing the population of 
wild game should improve if we work with other states who also are trying to 
manage their population of wild game. 

 
1110581 Auction tags have successfully funded conservation efforts throughout the west.  It 

is time that South Dakota utilized this tool.  These appear to be desperate times for 
sheep in SD and the public-relations risk is worth the potential reward. We have to 
look at the big picture here. 

 
1111011 I would support the auction as long as it would benefit the population of bighorn 

sheep and ultimately increased tags for resident hunters but I don’t like the tag 
going to the highest bidder, nonresident, or rich guy instead do a raffle type draw to 
raise money I think that would be a better approach to allow the average hunter to 
be involved with this 

 
1111089 I totally believe in auctioning off one bighorn sheet tag.  However, at the same 

time, there should be one Resident tag issued at a minimum. 
 
1111138 Auction a combination of mountain lion, buffalo and elk tag to use in restoring the 

elk population.    I think the combination license would bring a large sum of money 
in to help with the management. 

 
1111221 Mountain Lion management needs to be a priority also. There are too many lions in 

the black hills killing the deer, elk, sheep and goats. 
 
1111353 any money spent on big horn sheep will be a waste of funds until the mountain lion 

population is low enough to allow a reasonable recruitment rate among the big 
game populations of the black hills. 

 
1112034 All in all you guys and gals do a great and anything that will help the big horn 

sheep I would support as long as it doesn't hurt the chances of the resident hunter. 
I have been sending in for a sheep tag since the beginning, 13 years or so. I'm 54 
years old and in 10 years I may not be able. But I will always have the dream of Big 
Horn Sheep hunting in South Dakota.  I don't know how many people go out and 
watch the sheep, I have and was able to watch 2 rams fight. What an amazing 
animal. It is something everyone should see. So again anything that would help 
this amazing animal and protect my dream I would support.   

 
1112345 I feel if you auction one tag off that you should still have a drawing for another tag.  

That would help out the majority of the hunters that don't have tens of thousands of 
dollars to still have a chance to hunt them.  One tag auctioned off for resident 
and/or non-resident and one for SD resident only. 

 
1112425 One thing missing from this survey is where does the license to auction come 

from? Is it an additional license or will the number of licenses offered through 
drawing be reduced?  My support will depend on this answer.  If we are giving the 
rich an opportunity to get a license at the expense of other hunters in hope of 
someday being able to offer more tags then I will not support this proposal. 
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1112438 in the end hunting is only a tool to maintain the herd. We are just lucky to have the 
sheep, and would like to see them remain, hunting or no hunting 

 
1112447 you may have a disease problem.  Maybe you should address the mountain lion 

and wolf problem first.  I feel that the elk population should be address also.  I 
would love to draw a elk or sheep license, but at the rate we are going 10 years 
preference, a 60 year old man and his son may never draw.  Keep us informed.  
Thank you.   

 
1112475 the reason I believe in the auction of a tag is because in my eyes I don't have 

much money but for the bighorn it is an easy way to raise a lot of money to help 
them.  In the long term maybe I can draw a lottery tag because the help of the ones 
that have lots of money for hunting. 

 
1112548 Its not only habitat and disease we need to worry about we need to also cut down 

the number of mountain lions in the black hills. I heard from someone at GFP that 
they relocated 30 bighorns with collars and in 6 months they were all dead due to 
mostly mountain lions. The deer numbers and deer tags are down the elk numbers 
and tags are down the mountain goat tags are unavailable. I have 16 years 
preference in on elk tags for in and out of the park. And more than that for bighorn 
and mountain goat tags. I am 58 years old I may not live long enough to draw any 
of these tags or if I do won’t be able to hike the hills and hunt them anymore. When 
will GFP admit and do something about the mountain lion numbers in this state. 
We even have breeding populations here around Sioux Falls and I have seen them 
within 1 mile of the city limits. This cat population will destroy our hunting as we 
know it if we don't do something about it. 

 
1112549 This is something that needs to be done in order to help the Big Horn Sheep 

population in SD grow and prosper. The sooner the better, you have my support. 
 
1112843 Continue to reduce the Mountain Lion population. Bighorn sheep, elk, deer, and 

turkey numbers will benefit. 
 
1113691 I have mixed feelings about auctioning a bighorn sheep tag in South Dakota, as I'm 

sure most of the hunters in the state do. I am one of the fortunate two that drew a 
tag for the 2012 season. For me, the experience will be priceless. I have been an 
avid hunter since the age of ten, and hunting a bighorn has been a dream of mine 
planted by reading articles from old issues of Field of Stream & Outdoor Life given 
to me by neighbors and friends before that time. At 33, with two young daughters 
and a mortgage, reality has set in, and I realize that unless there are some drastic 
changes in my personal financial situation, this will be the one chance in my 
lifetime to do this, regardless of the state. I'm sure the situation is the same with all 
blue collar (and most white collar) Americans, including South Dakotans. Not only 
are the auctioned tags well out of my financial realm, but with the cost of the tags, 
required guides, and travel expenses, even if I was fortunate enough to draw a 
limited issue tag in another state, that too would be unrealistic.  Long story short, if 
the money is truly needed to manage and improve the herd of bighorns in the 
state, or the GF&P truly believes that long term the dollars gained would translate 
into more limited issue tags for residents in the future, I would support the decision. 
If the money gained from auctioning a tag would be nice but is not truly needed, or 
if the probability is extremely low that the herd would grow to the point that more 
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tags would be available for residents, I would oppose.  Either way, thank you for 
taking the time to ask for opinions of hunters across the state.   

 
1113696 I agree that the money generated from an auction could help the overall 

population.  I do hope that it stays with one tag auctioned to the highest bidder and 
does not grow into more tags or opportunity for non-residents.  My only concern 
that it is going to be done, if successful, with other species like mtn. goats and elk. 

 
1113702 I believe it’s fine to have an auction for ONE license but the residents of South 

Dakota come first and foremost, so I would never support anything that would 
interfere with us having a chance at a license.  The work is money hungry but 
hopefully not at the expense of resident hunting 

 
1113822 First of all thank you for getting our opinion’s. I would like to know why we don't still 

apply for preference chances for big horn sheep in Custer State Park I think a lot of 
people would still give $5 for a chance maybe in the future to hunt them again in 
the park. Same goes for mountain goats. Even if you can never have a season 
again I would still put in for a preference point as would a lot of people. Thank you 
for all you do.  

 
1113988 I agree with what you are trying to do.  I am 100% in favor of the auction Tag as 

long as all that money goes back to the Sheep.  Good Work Thanks for giving me a 
chance to give input.  I think that GFP needs to keep working with the local Big 
Horn Sheep Chapter.  These groups can be very beneficial to the overall goal. 

 
1115433 It is my opinion that the increase in the mtn. lion population has been detrimental to 

the sheep population; will that factor be addressed in the management of the 
sheep population?  Has an increase in the number of lion tags been considered? 

 
1115542 I am sure that is of no surprise that sheep numbers are down....it’s called gf bunny 

huggers.... The mtn. lion is the #1 reason. The GFP has said this for years!! Now 
all of the sudden its disease. Get real bunny boys if there is no lamb crop we have 
no sheep!  The same has happened to the goats, deer, elk, the sportsmen of S.D. 
are sick and tired of your cover-up of what is really happening... it’s called the mtn. 
lion  DDUUUUHH... 

 
1115700 This program of allowing an auction tag will help, but I believe the true problem that 

we need to talk about is the mountain lions.  We are seeing the numbers decrease 
because there numbers are increasing.  I am an avid hunter.  I have been to the 
Black Hills for the past 7 years on different occasions, either hunting or scouting 
and the one thing that I have noticed since I drew my elk tag for archery 4 yrs ago 
is the number of animals.  When I started scouting 7 years ago the numbers were 
outstanding for elk and big horn sheep and I didn’t see a cat. I was successful in 
filling my archery tag with a great bull. As I helped other friends in there elk hunting 
trips from Custer to north of Spearfish I have watched the numbers decrease.  
When I first started my ventures I didn’t see a cat 7 years ago and now when I am 
out there you may see one every day.  This cannot be good for the calving of elk or 
big horn sheep and that is why I think the herds of big horn sheep and elk are 
dropping in numbers so drastically.  We need to get better numbers on the amount 
of lions that are out there.  When you go from seeing great numbers of the herds of 
big horn sheep and elk decrease at the numbers that they are without disease and 
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the numbers of cats increase this is what I would call a bad balance.  We need to 
get a better number of predators for a better balance.  I have not heard of any 
disease that has hit the herds to bring the numbers down but I do here a lot of 
people that hunt the hills see a lot of lions. 

 
1115821 I agree this would be a good idea if I knew what $180,000/yr could do for the 

bighorn population, how much does it cost to transplant 1 sheep?? If it cost $25000 
+ per sheep is it really worth it knowing that the lions/predators more than likely will 
kill them also? Maybe you should look at transplanting some sheep to some areas 
of the badlands or Missouri river breaks that could be hunted. 

 
1115934 Unfortunately, money is very important to support the species.  Those of us who 

are limited to the application process may/not like it, but the only way to get the 
additional funds is to allow those of means to supersede us in getting the 
opportunity to hunt big horn sheep and with the additional dollars, hopefully expand 
the population to provide more opportunity for the average South Dakotan or figure 
out how to combat the disease problems affecting the herd.  Also, need to explore 
the impact of mountain lions on the population. 

 
1116216 I HAVE APPLYED FOR 13 YRS. I FEEL THAT THE EXTRA TAG NEED NOT BE 

ONE OF MY CHANCES TO GET ONE. AS YOU SEE IM 62 AND MY CHANCES 
ARE GETTTING LESS. I ALSO FEEL THAT I SHOULD BE ABLE TO GIVE MY 
PIONTS TO A FAMLIY MEMBER IF NEED BE             THX       

 
1116293 The auction method for sheep tags is obviously very effective in other states!! Let’s 

do this!! 
 
1116346 Let's do anything to increase the opportunities for residents to hunt within the 

borders of South Dakota.  I just drew an Elk tag for the hills and am very excited 
about the opportunity to hunt so close to home.  Years ago I drew the mountain 
goat tag and enjoyed every minute of the hunt and took a person with me every 
time I went to the Hills to hunt. Would love to able to hunt bighorns also.  Mountain 
goat, CSP Elk,  BH Elk, Bighorn and CSP deer the fabulous five of South Dakota 
just one of the reasons to reside in South Dakota. Thank you for all your efforts to 
be able to enjoy the outdoors in S. D. 

 
1116396 Allow more mountain lions taken. I think this would be a step toward getting more 

elk also. 
 
1116405 Like many South Dakotans I anxiously anticipate the results of the bighorns sheep 

draw each year, hoping to be one of the lucky two or three to get a tag. Obviously 
sheep hunting in South Dakota will always be very limited and anything that may 
increase habitat, eventually the herd size, and potentially the number of permits 
would be welcome. Unfortunately the auction tag proposal as presented leaves out 
many details and unanswered questions, that if not managed correctly could lead 
to much dissatisfaction as in other states like Utah, where tags go to the rich.  
Would the auction tag come from the 2 or 3 tags now allocated for residents or 
would an additional tag be allocated?  How many years would this proposal be 
projected to last?  My answer to question #4 is based on not taking auction tags 
from the already very low pool available to residents. Thanks, I hope this works.     
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1116528 Other states have generated a lot of revenue from the sale or auction of a special 
management tag. 

 
1116529 I do believe No more staff is needed to study bighorn sheep populations; the ewes 

are already abandoning their lambs from too much human interference.  The 
domestic sheep populations surrounding the Black Hills are the cause of the 
Pneumonia.  Every person involved with the bighorn sheep populations knows this.  
So why does GF&P keep spending money studding why Bighorn sheep die?? Stop 
spending money to find answers to questions you already know!  We all know grad 
students and biologist need projects but look at different questions to find better 
answers.  Your dept.'s already have most of the answers to why the sheep are 
dying, now try and figure out what to do to keep them from dying!  Maybe habitat 
solutions!!!  Move on from why and move on to what can be done! 

 
1116624 We need to harvest more mountain lions!!!  They are killing too many deer, elk, and 

big horn sheep.  We are losing too many hunters and chances to hunt deer, elk 
and big horn sheep not only in the black hills but in all of South Dakota. 

 
1116723 I am 57 years old, so before I die I would love to hunt and harvest a S.D. Big Horn 

Sheep with my longbow! I would die a happy man. 
 
1116770 While I strongly support an auction tag only the wealthy participate. Most state also 

put 1 tag out through a raffle with the state sheep society. A tag like this with $10 
raffle tickets allows the average Joe the opportunity also and raises significant 
funds.    Something needs to be done about the. 'Real' mountain lion population 

 
1116825 I feel this SINGLE auction tag would greatly benefit the South Dakota Bighorn 

Sheep Population tremendously. I feel it is also important to keep the hunting of 
Bighorn Sheep in South Dakota limited to Residents with the exception of this ONE 
auction tag that would allow a non-resident as well as a resident to be the winning 
bidder. Bighorn Sheep hunting is a jewel in itself and should be kept as pure as 
possible to the residents of South Dakota with the one exception of this auction 
tag. 

 
1116846 As long as making an auctioned tag available to residents and non-residents does 

not replace any of the tags available for residents to draw in a lottery system, then 
the funds from this auction could only help the future of the bighorn sheep 
population in SD, and provide residents with more hunting opportunities going 
forward.     What I would definitely not want to see, is for the number of resident 
licenses available for lottery decrease in order to provide for an auctioned tag, 
which could potentially be sold to a non-resident. While this option may increase 
bighorn sheep hunting opportunities in the long term, it would decrease these 
opportunities in the short term. 

 
1116924 Supporting the auction tag is a great way to establish sheep in unoccupied sheep 

habitat in the Black Hills region and therefore the number of sheep and sheep tags 
for hunters and wildlife enthusiasts. 

 
1117360 I think that the GFP also needs to focus on the elk population a little bit better also. 

It seems to me the numbers are down, when they should be exploding. 
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1117861 We need increased funding to support both big horns and Mountain Goats.  If 
proceeds from an auction tag would help with this funding and ultimately provide 
more tags in the end for residents, it's a win/win.  If this same support also helps 
bring back more tags for elk.....a triple win for everyone.  These animals are the 
ultimate pursuit, the ultimate tags in South Dakota.  How about an auction tag for 
elk to raise more funding.  Other than an auction tag, never give in to nonresident 
pressure.  Let's get this going!! 

 
1118019 I would love to see a larger population of Bighorn Sheep in the Black Hills.  I am in 

support of any measure that would increase their numbers.  I must admit that I am 
skeptical of measures like auctioning tags.  It is so hard for the average hunter to 
access this type of opportunity, and a move like this seems to increase that gap.  
However, I also understand that it sometimes takes creative problem solving to 
generate funds and help the greater good, so I'm glad that the SDGFP is willing to 
entertain more possibilities and that they are willing to take the public's opinion. 

 
1118030 The bighorn sheep population will recover in time from disease.  However, they will 

not recover in the current situation in the Black Hills due to predation.  The sheep 
on the ground are being killed by mountain lions as fast as they can reproduce.  
The combination of pneumonia and predation will be serious threat to our sheep 
populations until we can get BOTH of these issues under control.  I strongly urge 
the GFP to continue to increase the quota of mountain lion tags to reduce total lion 
population to 150 or less in the Black Hills in order to let ALL of our herds recover. 

 
1118037 I would strongly support anything to try and get a tag of a lifetime.  But I do strongly 

feel that it will do no good unless we really attack or mountain lion problem.  Look 
at what they have done to our elk herds. 

 
1118040 Possibly, some of the money can go towards a better look at predation in the black 

hills, before it goes towards importing more sheep to increase a declining 
population. We know the mountain lions are an issue, but I am very curious about 
coyote predation in the hills. Seems like there are plenty of them and the focus is 
always on the mountain lions. 

 
1118162 My big concern is that everyone knows that the rich folks will be the ones getting 

the auctioned tags. As your current and former Hunt Safe instructors teach in their 
classes, hunting was a game for the riches and royalty and the poor were not 
allowed to hunt the king’s animals. Don't let this happen here.  If you do this 
auction you need to make sure that residents keep their pref. points (and actually 
get to use them) and that the resident tags do actually increase, or your customers 
will be pissed. 

 
1118423 I would try the auction for a couple years to see if it works and if it doesn't then I 

would end the auction. 
 
1118441 Thank you for asking for the local sportsmen’s input. Please kill more mountain 

lions before we have no deer, elk, sheep or anything but those overgrown house 
cats. Thank You  

 
1118448 Save the Bighorns- influx of fresh animals/new herd DNA would be a good thing    

If people who can afford to pay for a limited Bighorn hunt now can help me, my 
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kids or grandkids have a chance to harvest a ram later due to more opportunities, 
hard to see a downside to that.     Reduce the Lions    Bring back larger Elk herds 

 
1118566 As long as it stays at just ONE tag & that there are tags for the hunters of SD; also 

this is probably the only time ( if I draw a tag) that I will get to hunt these fine 
animals.  I'm all for some help but don't want to see what the out of state money do 
to sheep as in has done to pheasant hunting & is worming its way into waterfowl 
hunting. 

 
1119119 I strongly agree that we should use any methods or resources at our disposal to 

save and nurture this magnificent game animal. 
 
1119161 IT IS ABOUT TIME THAT THIS WAS LOOKED AT AS A WAY TO MANAGE OUR 

SHEEP -I APPLY IN EVERY STATE THAT GIVES TAGS FOR SHEEP AND 
SPEND A LOT OF MONEY DOING THIS-WE NEED TO INCREASE APP FEES 
TO APPLY FOR SHEEP TAGS IN THE STATE ALSO AN AUCTION TAG IS 
VERY MUCH NEEDED -THE EXTRA MONEY SHOULD REALLY HELP TO 
BRING OUR SHEEP BACK 

 
1119271 Sell that tag for big money!!! 
 
1125407 Value needs to be placed on these animals and when you have auction tags that is 

what you do is create value.  I could never afford one of these tags on auction but I 
believe that the money raised by the auction tag would increase my opportunity 
and my sons opportunity to draw a tag in the future.  SDGFP could take a lesson 
from other states that higher priced higher quality trophy tags is a better way to 
raise more funds than offering more lower priced tags. 

 
1126187 Make mountain lions a predator and open hunting year round. That way we will not 

have to do this for the elk in a few years 
 
1127468 Why do we limit the number of mountain lions tags?    They are killing our elk 

population which has been a great thing for SD.  Why don’t we auction off an elk 
tag, sheep tag and deer tag?  Every state around us does it to generate income.    
Arizona sold a Mule deer tag for $200,000 last year, I’m not expecting SD to do 
that but why not try we have deer. 

 
1127521 I think the auction is ok but do that for a number of years and then open it back up 

to the people that can afford to apply. Only the rich will be getting these tags which 
some of the money should go to bringing in more sheep. Get rid of the lions and all 
will come back. 

 
1128158 Would the auction tag holder be required to use a guide and if so what limitations 

would the tag holder have?  Would they be allowed to hunt both units now 
available?  As is many auction tags, would this allow possible local guides to camp 
out on a trophy ram for weeks or more so all the tag holder has to do is fly into the 
Hills and go out a shoot a ram and leave the same day basically.  I would not like 
to see this happen as it could ruin a hunt for a resident hunter that has applied for 
many years only to find guides have been hanging out in areas for weeks that they 
would like to hunt competing for a trophy ram.  I say this as I am the 2012 tag 
holder for Custer County, unit 251.  I have been researching areas, talking to 
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previous tag holders and have already made an early scouting trip to the area I 
plan to hunt.  I have to drive from the eastern side of the state.  I would be 
extremely disappointed if after all this, I show up to the area I plan to hunt and a 
local guide that has been hired by the auction tag holder has been following a 
trophy ram for weeks and just points it out to the auction hunter.  I am all for raising 
additional money for bighorn sheep, but I would be disappointed to see it become a 
circus just so a wealthy hunter can shoot a trophy ram.   

 
1128824 I think you need to start killing a lot more mountain lions also. What has happened 

to the elk population in the hills and Custer State Park is a big problem and a 
shame. I don’t know if the lions are killing the sheep also, but if they are then you 
are just wasting your time, until you thin them down. Thanks 

 
1129191 I know one of the guys that got one of the last tags available. I think he is the 

luckiest guy I know seeing how he moved in from Minnesota and draws a tag on 
his first try. I'm for anything that will increase our state numbers and get residents 
out hunting again. I will not be bidding on the tag but good luck with it. I will wait for 
my draw chance. 

 
1129318 No games, just one sheep license for auction.  Just one, the remaining license for 

resident only lottery system. 
 
1131892 I think this is a good idea.  We should maybe think about making this a resident 

only option. 
 
1132425 I am glad you are considering the auction program, and think it should have been 

started several years ago, keep up the good work. 
 
1133155 residents only for auction tag 
 
1133212 Should an auction be used as a source of income, non-residents must be allowed 

to enter the auction or the amount of funds raised would not achieve the desired 
results. The auction is an excellent idea for fund raising to improve habitat and 
increase the population. I think predator (cougar) populations should also be 
closely controlled to allow new offspring a better chance at survival. 

 
1135349 thanks for all the great work SDGFP does! 
 
1136371 I have applied for a sheep tag for the last 3-4 years with no luck.  When I look at 

the draw results each year I know that my chances are very slim.  If this program 
could increase the population of sheep in the hills, and increase my chances of 
someday having the opportunity to harvest a sheep I am all for it  My biggest 
concern about this is that I do not earn nearly enough to place a bid on one of 
these tags so I would like to see some numbers.  If we as hunters were to give up 
one of our limited number of tags I would expect the number of tags to go up in the 
years to come. 

 
1136484 I strongly feel you need to address the cat problem we have in the Black Hills. If 

you listen to the loco people who live and work in the Hills. The Cat population has 
been slowly increasing for some time now and we have heard the same old 
line......"no evidence of any cats being a problem". Even in the far eastern South 
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Dakota we have been told that we don't have any cats here. It seems the Game, 
Fish, and Parks thinks the hunters and fishermen are mostly a bunch of morons 
who believe anything they hear. I am afraid of the direction all this is heading. 
Nothing will even begin to get started until it is almost to late (or to late). I have a 
question about what is happening in Custer State Park with the herds of Elk, Deer, 
and Antelope. Is this something the rest of the Hills is going to experience or has 
been experiencing? We the people of South Dakota are constantly being told that 
our big game populations are productive and well-managed. I think I do have more 
faith in the GFP than the biologists. I think I may speak for a lot of people when I 
say I would just like to be able to believe in somebody in what is happening and 
what they say to us about our large game and what the impact the mountain lions 
are having. This is really about our Bighorn Sheep that you want me to reply about 
and I do agree with you about having a auction tag to raise some money. I am 
against if you do any studies and hiring someone from out of state to do the study. 
I do have faith in you guys and can't you find someone quantified in state to work? 
Sioux Falls is really good about spending money out of state on matters like this 
(studies). It really makes a lot of people upset. 

 
1136789 Why do you hide the fact that there is a Cat problem in the Hills, yes some of 

Bighorn Deaths are Related to Disease, but the Cats are eating there young.  I 
agree with an auction tag, but we need to kill Cat's now and save our other 
Animals as Well.  Look at the dwindling elk population, what's next an Auction to 
the highest bidder for that.  Where does it all end, face up and admit there is a 
Mountain Lion Problem, kill a lot more, and let's move on as a state.  As a resident, 
I love having the opportunity to have a chance and draw a Bighorn sheep tag, let's 
not mess this one up South Dakota Game and Fish. 

 
1137188 I am concerned that it could lead to more nonresident hunting on other species, 

and if it would lead to that then I would be opposed to all of it. 
 
1137639 if you are going to have 2 tags then one should be an auction for everyone in and 

out of state and the other tag should be a resident only lottery 
 
1138245 This is a good idea if it aims as one day discontinuing the auction and returning to 

a standard drawing like everything else when the population recovers.  The 
problem with the auction is that it does not allow the average South Dakota 
Resident to be able to hunt Big Horn Sheep because of the cost the tags would 
bring at auction.  Another option is to keep the resident drawing system in place 
and allowing an additional tag to be auctioned. 

 
1139678 It appears that an auction tag, along with the resultant monetary input from non-

governmental organizations, are South Dakota's best chance of returning 
significant numbers of wild sheep and goats to their former range. This is an 
opportunity to return publically-owned wildlife to publically-owned land, and the 
large majority of the expense would NOT be taken from GF&P coffers or the 
average sportsman’s dollars. There is no guarantee our state will be filled with 
bighorns no matter what we do, but if we just do nothing, our wild sheep 
populations and our chances to see and enjoy and hunt these animals will continue 
to dwindle away. 
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1140514 In addition to disease control mountain lion populations need to be 
DRAMATICALLY decreased to allow for the populations of all big game species to 
recover. 

 
1140625 I believe there is a big mountain lion problem in the Black Hills that is having a 

huge negative impact on all big game hunting.  GFP is mismanaging this situation 
and attempting to hide the problem from the public.  Big game hunting will continue 
to decline until something is done about the lions. 

 
1141061 I only support the 'auction tag' system, as long as there's an opportunity for a 

resident to draw a tag.  If there's only one tag available, it should be set aside for 
the public.    I'd prefer two other options for raising money to fund bighorn sheep 
populations over auctioning off a tag:  1) increase the application fee to $10 or $20. 
$5 is way too cheap.  It's at least $50 to apply for preference in every other state 
I've looked into, and the hunt is going to cost you $10,000 or more if you're drawn.  
A sheep hunting sheep in SD wouldn't cost more than $1000.    2) Allow residents 
to purchase preference points during years when the population is too small to 
establish a hunting season.  Charge $10 or $20 to earn your annual preference 
point.       

 
1141191 I think we should be issuing more tags to the residents through the lottery. From 

what I've heard we need to hunt more of our herd and start over rather than hope 
the population turns around on its own. I would suggest auctioning off 2-3 tags 
instead of 1. This would generate more money to restock the herd 

 
1142355 I believe that the GFP and commission lost a great deal of confidence and 

credibility when over the last few years when both Josh Spies and his father (a 
GFP commissioner) both drew near consecutive bighorn tags. This did not go 
unnoticed by average sportsman.  You can do the math but the odds of that 
happening far exceed the odds of being struck by lightning twice in the same day.  
And now you ask us for help and support.  It is a good thing that I still believe that 
what is best the sheep is best for all of us. Shame on you!!! 

 
1142759 This comes down to basic common sense and basic business.  I know I would 

never be able to afford an auction tag.  But I'm smart enough to understand that 
without hunters a lot of animals would go extinct.  If people are willing to spend that 
kind of money to do a big horn hunt and overall it would help the sheep populations 
and allow more tags for residents.  Then the question is why haven't we done this 
already?  I also believe the number of mtn. lion tags needs to go up..... to take 
some pressure off not only the sheep but the elk herds.  With Wolfs moving in GFP 
are going to have their hands full. 

 
1143039 All states need better predator control. Seeing more and more big game tags 

reduced every year because of predator over population. Which in turn is starting 
to affect areas I use to like to put in for tags. Causing me to have to look at areas 
that are getting a lot harder to draw a tag. I find myself spending a lot less money 
in hunting now days. I always thought that as I got closer to retirement that I would 
do a lot more but slowing losing interest in the sport. 

 
1143530 the auction tag should be available to residents and nonresidents...but only 

residents should be able to apply for a tag threw the GF&P license draw on May 18 
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1145697 I'm sure there are some who are hesitant to allow an out of state person to harvest 
one of the few rams in the Hills. However, if the purpose is to raise funds for proper 
use, then the focus should be to maximize the outcome...both financially and 
biologically. Best wishes. 

 
1145817 I would like to see both an auction tag and a lottery tag in the form of a $25 

nonrefundable lottery chance to draw a tag.  Nebraska does that I believe in the 
panhandle. 

 
1145981 Limiting the auctioned tag to one total per year would be important.  Many hunters 

will watch this closely to make sure there are results in improved habitat etc. and 
more tags issued to residents, especially if opened up to nonresident bidders. 

 
1146626 While I will probably never be able to afford an auction tag, the funds raised might 

help me in the lottery draw. We need to get the population of our animals up. I'm 
tired of seeing how well other states are doing with some of their animal 
populations and most of ours seem to be dropping. 

 
1146929 I feel these questions were laid out with a little "Power of Suggestion"   Of course I 

want more Habitat, research, population, and Resident tags. I do support this type 
of fundraiser only because I believe the SDGF&P has the interest of its residents, 
game, and favorite past time as its primary interest. I trust that you have exhausted 
all other ideas and funding.  Don’t let this become a stepping stone for Lobbyists, 
Corporations, and Politicians etc... to gain more power and money.  I understand 
the frustration and controversy that surrounds this idea in other states.  Learn from 
them and don’t fall victim to greed, laziness or money.  Residents, non-residents, 
Lottery tag, or purchased tag, should share the same hunting ground, season and 
opportunity.  Information about this money should be Documented, Documented, 
and Documented.  This information should be readily available and posted 
continuously. This should be easily found right down to the very last cent on how 
that money was used, and how each has affected the population.  Be cautious as 
the temptation and need arises for other game animals as to not allow the number 
of purchased tags to climb. Use it as stated.  To Raise Money, To Increase 
Population, and Increase RESIDENT tags. Please don’t let this become anything 
different. Please don’t let this become a "trophy tag" as a result of money only. 
Pheasant hunting for Residents in SD has already fallen victim to Out of State 
money and greed. 

 
1147366 I cannot remember the year, (about 2004), but I was at Custer Park, and 

photographed the sheep herd when they were down for the winter. I remember 
they got sick and died the next spring. What a shame. They are such beautiful 
animals. I would surely support any effort to increase the sheep herd.  Thank you.  

 
1148000 I think the auction would be a great idea we have thought that for years now glad 

they finally are thinking that way just too bad they wait till it’s about too late as far 
as predators you need to kill more lions and us better tactics such as dogs or all 
your efforts will be for not thanks for asking 

 
1148067 While I would support a single tag auction to raise funds for a small special herd 

like the bighorn or mtn goats. I would strongly oppose any out of state license for 
our once spectacular now dwindling elk herd. I also think hunting dogs should be 
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allowed during mtn lion season and reopen the season during the deer and elk 
seasons. I see the lion as being an asset to our state but I feel that it is not 
currently in check and is destroying our elk and deer population in the Black Hills 
region. I have been on 2 Black Hills Elk hunt and 2 Mtn Lion hunts so I have a base 
for my opinions. Thanks 

 
1148093 I checked the last question as support and not strongly support only because of the 

nonresident part of the question, I would strongly support if there is a guarantee 
that is as far as the nonresident availability goes. 

 
1148472 I do strongly feel that any such tag auctioned off, should not be given any 

assistance from GFP on the whereabouts of a trophy ram for the taking. They can 
locate and harvest the sheep on their own. 

 
1148601 I see that in one of your questions, you referred to using these funds to support 

"additional staff" as a means to possibly increasing big horn sheep.  I surely don't 
know the availability of your staff and their existing workload to work this project but 
it seems that you should try.  You mentioned potentially realizing up to $160,000 
per year with this auctioned tag.  Hiring additional staff would quickly use up most 
of that funding leaving little for habitat development/acquisition and disease 
research etc. 

 
1149417 Do whatever it takes to get a healthy/ huntable population of sheep in the hills, and 

get your lions under control. 
 
1149687 Any money generated for the big horn sheep, as long as it is all spent on the sheep 

is big plus, something very much needed to generate revenue for the sheep future 
in SD.    Thanks 

 
1150176 I think the auction tag should be in addition to the number of tags issued.  In other 

words, do not reduce the number of tags in the drawing for an auction tag, tha 
would send the wrong message. 

 
1150527 I believe the habitat here in South Dakota is sufficient and no money need be spent 

on building new habitat or modifying the current habitat. Relocating this species 
from other locations would be very helpful to their population. Studies on disease I 
would also support. Thank you. 

 
1150627 Although I would support the new funding source and then the initial efforts to 

increase bighorn populations and hunting opportunities, the program would have to 
produce results, projects completed, populations increased, etc.    I assume the 
public draw would be decreased by one tag initially.  If the program can't support 
an additional tag relatively soon, I would judge the effort to be unsuccessful and 
probably not worth continuing. 

 
1150851 I would strongly consider doing a raffle such as RMEF does for elk 
 
1150907 I think an auction tag to generate revenue is a great way to raise additional funds 

for the bighorn sheep program! Go for it!!!! 
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1150965 Two comments:    set a minimum auction / bid price and review each year for 
support. 

 
1150978 Hunting Bighorn Sheep would be a once in a lifetime opportunity for me. I may 

never get to fulfill that if the population dies off. I am afraid that hunting has always 
been a rich man’s game, but with this option, there still may be a chance for me. 
Thank you for your continued efforts. 

 
1151136 I think money could be thrown at studies, but is the glaring problem the mountain 

lion? 
 
1151274 The bulk of auction and donated money from conservation groups should be used 

directly for the sheep and habitat, and not spent on more staff and research.  Real 
results are what can make this better, not reports on paper. 

 
1151366 I like the idea of an auction but I want to be sure that I can still apply without paying 

hundreds or thousands of dollars. 
 
1152299 Reference to last question... I support the auction of a tag if it is an additional tag to 

the already available tags for the SD residents.  Ex. If SD has 2 tags available for 
the residents - then make a 3rd one for the auction. 

 
1152359 Great. Something needed to be done instead of waiting for it to get better. 
 
1152545 Just make sure it doesn't someday go to all auction tags.  One or maybe two tags 

are fine but don't forget the little guy.  In other words don't lose focus on the final 
product. 

 
1152650 I would strongly support auctioning one tag, with both residents and nonresidents 

eligible to bid, as long as it did not jeopardize a resident's ability to draw a tag 
through lottery.  For many residents this is the only opportunity we will ever have to 
hunt a sheep.  If the money raised in auction was truly used as said here, it should 
only increase the overall sheep population and therefore, in the long run, hopefully 
make more opportunities for residents to draw a tag. 

 
1152813 I think an auction tag is a good idea. I don't know how much the RMEF receives for 

its raffle tag for Custer State Park elk, but I can imagine it is pretty significant. A 
system like that might receive more support than a high priced auction. 

 
1153034 The accounting/tracking of the funds needs to be transparent.  This will protect the 

program...auction of the tags, and increased revenue from the auction...from those 
who oppose the auction.  Bighorn Sheep Habitat benefits more than just the sheep 
as well.    On a related yet different note... I know the state of Missouri has a 
portion of the state sales tax...a "separate" percentage that is directly used to fund 
the Missouri Conservation Department.  When I spent time in Missouri I noticed the 
facilities, programs for kids, etc.  that the MCD was able to do as a result of 
these funds, I would support such a movement in South Dakota. 

 
1153417 I LIVE IN THE HILLS, NEAR SHERIDAN LAKE.  THE BEST THING YOU CAN DO 

FOR THE BIGHORN SHEEP IS TO GET RID OF THE MOUNTAIN LIONS. 
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1153920 I'm fine with having an auction, just as long as it doesn't decrease the opportunity 
for the number of licenses distributed through the normal lottery.  I would not want 
this to be a hunt only for those that have the money to pay for a hunt through an 
auction.  Please reserve licenses for hunters through a normal lottery also.  
Otherwise, I'm definitely in favor of increasing sheep numbers in the hills. 

 
1154021 I support opening up the auction of ONE and only ONE tag to nonresidents.  As 

long as it doesn't then lead to 2 tags, then nonresidents can apply for tags the 
same as residents.  The sheep herd is not large enough & probably never will be 
large enough to open to nonresidents. 

 
1154347 On the surface, it seems that extensive research and habitat development may be 

too cost prohibitive.  If sheep cannot be transported successfully into existing 
habitats, these ideas may not be worth the cost. 

 
1154744 I want to clarify that I strongly support using the money from an auctioned tag if 

that money is going to be used SOLEY for the sheep habitat.  Government seems 
to have a very short memory lately, and as soon as they see a new revenue 
stream, it seems that the money is always going to something other than for what it 
was intended.  If this money is not going to SOLEY be used for big horn sheep 
development in South Dakota, than I very strongly oppose the tag auction.  Also, 
increase the amount of Lion tags, and I believe (along with almost all the 
sportsman in SD) that you will increase the population of all the other animals who 
share the same habitat. 

 
1154987 You can try to build up the numbers of bighorn sheep but I think until you get the 

population of mountain lions under control it won't do much good. Look at what has 
happened to the elk population out there....SAD 

 
1156044 two things    1) no out-of-state bidders!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!    2) more than just the one lottery 

tag issued to hunt Bighorn,  have 2 or 3 regular tags,  like in the past. 
 
1156063 Out of state buck only tags for a higher price should be considered also for fund 

raising. 
 
1156133 We need new management and fresh ideas.  Get rid of the old and obtain a new 

management style.  $5 for a preference point fee.....really?  There are lots of ways 
to generate more income for management practices.  By the way who is managing 
the park for elk....please don’t have them involved in this at all!!!  They have done 
enough for the state of SD and its outdoorsman.  Hopefully they have promoted 
them and moved them on to something else government related.  You should do 
this for an elk tag also!! 

 
1156357 the auction for one tag should be resident only 
 
1156547 Working with the Wild Sheep Foundation seems like a win/win for the Big Horn 

Sheep of SD and for the next generation of Big Horn Sheep hunters and 
enthusiasts. I suggest you get this idea moving NOW. Thanks!   

 
1156601 If a decision is made to auction a license to hunt Big Horn sheep, I am in favor of 

only auctioning one license per year.  Also, I think that the opportunity to hunt Big 
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Horn sheep in South Dakota is secondary to maintaining a wild population of sheep 
in the Black Hills for everyone to enjoy. 

 
1156642 I agree that we need to do something to help the numbers. Every year hunting 

becomes more commercial and loses its true meaning and purpose. Other states 
auction tags and I would never be able to pay those prices but if it helps my future 
chances of getting lottery results in my favor I guess it would be fine. 

 
1156709 I have mixed feelings about auction tags. We currently have a very limited number 

of sheep tags in South Dakota and would be sad to see 1 of those go to an auction 
but if it were to guarantee better sheep population, habitat and hunting opportunity 
in the long run I support it. 

 
1156758 1) The proceeds from an annual auction should be used to support Bighorn Sheep 

only and not used for any other purpose. Please take steps to protect the funds 
from the politicians. A public email newsletter showing the accounting of each 
dollar spent should control that issue.  2) The annual auction for one Bighorn 
Sheep may include non-residents, but all other licenses issued for Bighorn Sheep 
should be resident-only.   3) The annual auction hunt should be a monitored hunt. 
A Conservation officer should be present with the hunter during the entire hunt. 
The officer is not there to guide or aid in the harvest, but rather to observe 
boundaries and maintain regulations. 

 
1157738 I have always supported GFP knowing it is hard to please the public. I apply for 

sheep license knowing I will probably never get one, so I really don’t care what you 
do with the tags. As far as why the population is down, this isn't rocket science, get 
the cat population down. If you don't in a few years you will be emailing me this 
same survey about elk. I am east river but have many friends from the black hills. 
You can't talk to anyone who hasn't seen or knows someone who has seen cats. 
The growing sentiment among my hunter friends is you are in denial. I know of a 
professional cat hunter from Colorado who while recently driving from rapid to 
spearfish saw two cats from the road in separate spots As a hunter and guide he 
said to see two in one day is unheard of and said we as South Dakotans have got 
a huge problem. Raise the quotas and get the numbers way down. I have watched 
the number of tags for elk, deer, and sheep dwindle over the last few years. I was 
hoping my children would be able to draw one day but I see that opportunity 
dwindling. I cannot afford a guided hunt out of state so draw is my only hope. I 
listened to your hearing on elk tags this year and as far as I could tell, almost 
everyone who spoke agrees with me, but is seems to be falling on deaf ears. Once 
again, get the cat numbers down and most of your problems will solve themselves. 
Thank you 

 
1157815 Until the GF&P and commissioners figure out that to control this out of hand lion 

problem by letting the hunters use hounds to get the problem cats that are moving 
into the cities and towns and killing a big percentage of Elk, Deer, Mt. Goats and 
bighorns why would you even consider throwing money into the research and 
transplanting more sheep into the state just so the lions would have more sheep to 
kill? Sometimes I think you guys are more reactive to the problems instead of being 
more proactive and prevent it. What are we the sportsman of the state of SD going 
to do when the wolves move into the hills and do far more damage than the lions 
and soon nothing to hunt and then you’re going to have to try to explain that. 
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1157926 I agree with auctioning off a tag as long as: 1) 100% of the generated sale every 
year goes ONLY to bighorn sheep conservation and new introduction. 2) Once a 
stable herd of sheep are established more tags are offered to RESIDENTS of 
South Dakota on the lottery system and not through Auction Only. 

 
1157939 Habitat management is the most important thing that we can actually manage.  

That money if used to stop development in critical areas is of the utmost 
importance.  Look what CRP did for pheasants.  Transplanting is also a good idea, 
but we all need to consider mountain lion management too.  You know there is way 
more cats then anyone wants to admit.  That is affecting "all" species in the black 
hills. 

 
1158074 Possibly another way to increase revenue to support the conservation effort is to 

increase the fee for applicants that are unsuccessful.  Say from the current $5 to 
$50? 

 
1158081 The only reason I would oppose an auction would be this tag would take away a 

tag for a resident of South Dakota, BUT if the money raised would increase tags in 
the future I would be 100% for an annual auction.   I have a very strong opinion 
about residents having access to our limited resource with big horns, I don't want 
super wealthy out of staters getting all the access to tags and then we don't get 
more opportunity but less tags to hunt   thanks 

 
1158152 I feel very strongly about the poor job we have done as a state, biologist, and GFP 

to manage our state resources.  Why are our licenses so cheap?  It only costs $5 
for a point for Elk, or Sheep.  Come on, we are losing out on income generating 
opportunities.  You haven't even kept up with inflation!!  What does $5 dollars get 
you anymore?  I think the auction tag is long overdue.  Do any of you realize there 
is a predator called a mountain lion that is taking over the black hills?  Why do you 
have your head stuck in the sand?  It makes me very angry to hear the GFP 
officers quoted in the paper as stating "we may have a mountain lion problem in 
the hills"?  DDRRR.  You guys better figure this out before there are no elk left!  
You are fortunate the boys in Wind Cave are bailing you out!  Who is managing the 
Park anyways?  Do these people still have a job?  They should be incarcerated for 
letting down the SD public.  Think of the poor guy who diligently sent in his 
whopping $5 for the past 25yrs.  He is now 57 years old and won’t live long enough 
to draw the tag, that you guys basically took from him with NO management 
practices.  How do you go from having 1,200 elk in the park to a 140 elk in the 
span of less than 10 years and not have someone ask what the hell is going on?  
Keep it up and you guys won't even have something to attempt to manage....then 
what?    Only with a government job could this level of incompetence and lack of 
detail or awareness be tolerated. 

 
1158300 If it is a once in a lifetime tag like it is for elk, I don't think that even with 1000 more 

sheep in black hills that I would ever get a tag, I am over 15 for elk and I know 
people over 20 years for elk and there are many of those licenses given out 
annually. So for the few people that actually get to hunt this type of game it is only 
once in a life time almost independent on number of animals. p.s.  I don't think that 
out of staters should be shooting animals that we in state barely get a chance to 
shoot and we live and work and support South Dakota. 
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1158335 Main concern would be not to reduce resident tags for this. Resident tags should 
stay same number in addition to the auctioned tags 

 
1158690 THE CURRENT PROBLEM FOR THE OVERALL HEALTH OF SHEEP IN SD IS 

OVERWHELMING.  IT IS THE SAME PROBLEM FACED WITH THE DECLINE 
OF THE ELK POPULATION.  LIONS. LIONS.  AND MORE LIONS.  I DIRECTLY 
BLAME THE SD GAME AND FISH AND PARKS DEPT FOR THE ABSENCE OF 
ELK IN THE HILLS AND THE PARK.  THE PROBLEM DID NOT CREEP UP 
OVERNIGHT.  THE GAME AND FISH AND ESPECIALLY THOSE ASSOCIATED 
WITH CUSTER STATE PARK SHOULD HAVE BEEN ON TOP OF THE 
PROBLEM FROM THE BEGINNING.  I WANT THE ECOSYSTEM TO GO BACK 
TO WHAT IT WAS FOR MANY YEARS:  VERY FEW LIONS IN THE HILLS AND 
SPRED OUT SO AS NOIT TO CREATE A PROBLEM. WHY DO WE NEED THE 
LION IN THE HILLS?  IF THERE IS A SICK OR WEAK BIG GAME ANIMAL, THE 
COYOTES WILL TAKE CARE OF THE PROBLEM.  ELK, DEER, SHEEP AND 
GOATS ARE VIEWER FRIENDLY FOR THE PUBLIC.  IT'S FUN TO GO OUT AT 
PEAK VIEWING TIMES TO SPOT THEM.  THE SAME CANNOT BE SAID FOR 
THE LIONS.  I HAVE BEEN APPLYING FOR THE RIFLE ELK TAG IN THE PARK 
FOR 41 YEARS (53-12).  I WILL NEVER BE ABLE TO DRAW THE TAG WITH 
THE LIONS BEING THE DOMINANT PREADITOR THAT THEY ARE.  I DON'T 
BLAME THE LIONS.  THEY ARE JUST DOING WHAT THEY ARE DESIGNED 
FOR.   I HEARD LAST WEEK FROM A HUNTING BUDDY OF MINE THAT THE 
NUMBER OF LIONS IN THE HILL WAS EATIMATED AT 120 ANIMALS.  I LIVE A 
MILE NORTH OF BRANDON.  THERE HAS BEEN A LION IN THE AREA FOR 
OVER 6 YEARS.  LAST YEAR A MILE NORTH OF ME A FRIEND OF MINE SAW 
A NUMBER OF CUBS IN APRIL 50 YARDS OFF THE GARAVEL ROAD HE 
LIVES ON.  IF THERE WERE ONLY 120 LIONS IN THE HILLS, THEY 
WOULDN'T BE FORCED TO FIND OTHER BREEDING AREAS. PLEASE, 
PLEASE, OPEN UP THE LION SEASON TO INCLUDE THE USE OF DOGS, 
ELECTRONIC CALLS, ETC.  HARVEST EVERY LION YOU CAN FIND. 
LIBERALISE THE BAG LIMEIT TO AT LEAST TRIPPLE OF WHAT IF IS NOW.   
THERE WILL STILL BE ENOUGH LEFT FOR A SMALL BREEDDING 
POPULATION.   

 
1158987 I would like to suggest that we sell chances at drawing the tag rather than auction it 

off. This year I bought a hand full of chances at a Montana Sheep tag that if it was 
auctioned off...I wouldn’t stand a chance and nor would 99% of the hunters out 
there. Last time I checked there was 35000+ that bought 5 dollar chances.  That’s 
175,000 compared to selling it on auction that only a handful. Please consider this 
idea. I would like a chance to win it. But I don’t have a chance in an auction. 

 
1159082 I support more funding to help increase the Big Horn Sheep in SD, which in turn 

should generate more tags for SD residence.  The money raised needs to go 
towards bringing in more sheep, disease control, habitat, and a little research.  I do 
not agree with spending money for administration, and a bunch of research.  This 
would be a waste and would not increase what is needed, which is a stronger 
population of Big Horn Sheep.  Good management should nip the disease issue 
quickly, why it hasn't is a question that needs to be answered.  Bringing in more big 
horn sheep should give a jump start to the population growth.  These are great 
ideas; however, we also need to get rid of the Mountain Lions in the hills.  This 
explosion in population is out of hand and is disruptive to the populations of all 
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game animals, deer, big horn sheep, elk, all of which are the money makers for the 
state.  Letting the lions deplete the herds, as they have, is poor management.  
Turning our heads to this serious problem is not an option. Increasing lion tags is a 
band aid and is not taking care of the problem.  Before we can truly move forward 
to increase the Big Horn Sheep population, we need to get the lions under control. 

 
1159210 Give out more Mountain Lion tags then the Bighorn Sheep population will come 

back on its own. 
 
1159577 I agree that this will help but controlling mountain lions would help all of our 

hunting! We need to quit studying lions and start shooting them!!! 
 
1159732 PLEASE KILL MORE MOUNTAIN LIONS.  WHAT AN ABSOLUTE JOKE IN 

REGARDS TO CURRENT MANAGEMENT STRATEGIES, GFP KNOWS IT, 
OUTDOORSMAN KNOW IT, LOCAL RANCHERS OUT THERE KNOW IT AND 
THE ELK AND DEER SURE KNOW IT.  WHEN YOU CAN FILL YOUR QUOTA IN 
JUST A FEW MONTHS WITHOUT BEING ABLE TO USE DOGS, AND NOT 
HAVING THAT MUCH SNOWFALL TO TRACK THEM, AND ALL THE PICS ON 
GAME CAMERAS YOU KNOW THERE ARE WAY, WAY TOO MANY.  TRUTH IS 
THE GFP KNOWS IT AND DON'T DO ANYTHING ABOUT IT BECAUSE OF 
PRESSURE FROM ENVIROMENTALIST.    LET'S LEAVE SOME OF THEM 
BECAUSE THEY ARE GOD'S CREATURES AND BEAUTIFUL, BUT LET'S GET 
THEM DOWN TO THE POINT THEY ARE NOT DECIMATING OUR BIG GAME 
HERDS. 

 
1159892 Do everything possible to reduce or eliminate the mountain lion population in the 

Black Hills. 
 
1160214 Regardless of what you implement from this survey all you’re doing is raising 

expensive Cat Food. Why don't we introduce grizzlies and wolves and wipe all the 
game in South Dakota as fast as we can. Get Rid of More Cats this should be a no 
brainer 

 
1160508 I have no problem with offering ONE tag at auction, but I have a huge concern of 

additional tags being offered at auction in future years and therefor reducing the 
number of tag available in the lottery system. 

 
1161066 I think that using a sheep tag auction is a good way to raise funds to increase the 

overall sheep population.  Allowing nonresidents to bid on it is going to raise a lot 
more money than limiting it to residents only. 

 
1161420 I am all for auctioning 1 or 2 tags off and opening it up to non-residents.  However I 

would strongly oppose it if it would ever go above the 1 or 2 tags being auctioned 
off. 

 
1161441 You are auctioning 1 tag, and 99% of us can't afford it and wouldn't bid on it 

anyway, so why do we care if the person that can afford this tag is from in state or 
out of state, it's going to be the 2 or 3 doctors or lawyers that can afford this tag 
that are going to disagree with it. 
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1161878 I think this could be a real good opportunity but we also need to get a hold of our 
mountain lion population before we lose all of our wildlife they are making our elk 
disappear right in front of our eyes 

 
1161940 I believe that this is a very good idea for sheep and sheep only as it will definitely 

benefit the big horn sheep in South Dakota.  However I am opposed to turning 
hunting into something that only the rich can do or afford, so as long as it does not 
affect elk, mule deer, whitetail, etc. hunting I am not opposed to the idea.  My other 
objections to the program that you are suggesting stem from the piss poor 
management of other species in South Dakota so I have a hard time believing that 
SD GFP is capable of managing Bighorn sheep in a manner that benefits the 
South Dakota resident in the future.  Sorry but for example your management plan 
for mountain lions is about as worthless as anything.   You have an extremely high 
population of mountain lions right now and the population is comprised of young 
sub adult animals, and you are trying to kill a high percentage of these animals as 
the harvest numbers have increased over the past few years.  By doing this you 
are driving the population up by continuing to allow more young sub adult animals 
into the population instead of allowing the population to even out on its own which 
would have fewer cats because of the home range size differences between adult 
and sub adult cats. I understand this is not popular with the public, but you are not 
decreasing the cat population but increasing it at the expense of the elk and deer 
populations in the Black Hills.  Which is evident by the reduction in the number of 
elk tags issued in the Hills.   So run that by your so called experts that run GFP and 
prove me wrong.   Until you do, your program is a joke. 

 
1161991 I THINK IF YOU DID A BETTER JOB OF CONTROLLING THE MOUNTAIN 

LIONS IN THE BLACK HILLS THE BIGHORN SHEEP WOULD DO A LOT 
BETTER. THANK YOU 

 
1162647 If giving up one tag per year to raise that kind of money to help the chance of my 

children and me to hunt or even just view sheep in our state, I applaud this 
happening.   

 
1163313 I would support this proposal if the lottery licenses always remain available to 

residents only. 
 
1163408 I would really prefer this effort to include only resident hunters as I feel out of state 

hunters with deep pockets looking for an easy to buy tag will outbid residents. This 
hunt is currently labeled as a once in a lifetime hunt for SD residents, I believe 
many hard feelings will be created as nonresidents outbid residents for our once in 
a lifetime hunt. 

 
1163658 another option to consider would be to raise the nonrefundable application fee from 

$5.00 to $10 or $20, which I don't think will affect the number of applicants as long 
as those funds are used for those same needs 

 
1164125 I don't believe that the auction of the tag should include out of state hunters. If your 

people implement this strategy carefully to the residents of South Dakota in a way 
that would benefit us residents with the belief that we have a win-win scenario.  
The scenario being, an increased herd population through GFP efforts, and the 
possibility of being able to win the auction for the tag.  When doing these things, 
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you need to understand the general consensus of the hunters of this great state.  
Do something for the residents only and you will have the support you need. 

 
1164208 Let the GF&P manage the bighorn sheep themselves without the other 2 groups 

having any involvement 
 
1164518 A part of me wishes to see that the lotto tag be available to residents only.  Another 

part understands in order to truly gain a lot of revenue from this, you would need to 
introduce to possibility of non-res participating in the lotto also.  So I strongly agree 
with having the lotto but I am kind of on the fence about letting non-res participate.    
Also 2 other points:    I would like to see that all of the funds raised be used locally 
and not as part of some national organization or membership.    I would like to see 
the funds not only go towards disease management and habitat improvement but 
also a strong point needs to be placed on securing a place for these newborn or 
young sheep to have a chance to grow up free of the threat from the mountain 
lions.  Otherwise all of our funds would simply be going towards feeding the cats. 

 
1164592 I feel the GFP should sell preference points in the years that tags are not available, 

for both sheep and goats. This would generate funds and allow those of us that 
would never be able to afford an auction tag a better opportunity for drawing a tag.  
Five dollars a year is a small amount to pay to build points and help fund this 
important resource in our state. Those that would choose not to buy points are not 
that interested in funding their own resource. 

 
1164599 If money raised can increase sheep populations/ opportunity to draw, I think it 

would be good to auction a tag, if population can't be increased with raised money 
through auction it would be a very poor idea.  Majority of hunters can't afford 60K 
for sheep tag and would cause resentment among most avg. hunters, unless you 
can justify it by more tags/ opportunity.      I don't know how much lion predation 
affects sheep herds, but regardless I think dogs should be allowed to hunt lions in 
SD.  That way you can select a certain lion.  I believe currently a lot of young cats 
are harvested with system we have in place now. 

 
1164670 I do not think the public or conservation groups need a lot of input regarding 

management of wildlife. Sound science should guide policy. Hopefully to maximize 
hunting opportunities. As the funding for the GFP is done by sportsmen buying 
tags. Their needs and desires should outweigh those of the people who only 
complain not contribute. This is mostly directed at mountain lion populations which 
are wiping out the deer and elk in the hills. I would personally like to see cats 
hunted with dogs. And further, their population greatly reduced. 

 
1164925 I’m ok with it as long as the number of auction tags stays low.  I would love to see 

the herd numbers increased.  I think it is a good idea. 
 
1165120 GFP must remain in total control of funds raised. 
 
1165169 Maybe you could also pull your head out of your !$$ and either significantly reduce 

or completely eliminate every mountain lion in the black hills.  They serve 
absolutely no purpose other than to eradicate every living thing they come across.  
Somehow, you have managed to miss the boat entirely and allowed the destruction 
of one of the best, if not the best, elk hunting area of the United States.  To 
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accomplish this in such a short time really takes a level of ignorance and 
incompetence that I rarely come across in the public sector.  If the GFP were an 
employee of any corporation or small business, they would have been fired years 
ago.  Your inability to recognize and correct the problem at hand is something that 
could only come from a government agency.  Maybe you should ask yourself and 
your fellow workers, who is going to pay your salaries when there is nothing left to 
hunt.    I have spent many weeks in the hills, and not once have I seen a mountain 
lion.  Not only have I not seen one, the percentage of tourists and lion lovers that 
have not seen one is probably very close to 100%.  I have seen one West River, 
while deer hunting, but it was likely pushed out of the hills due to over population.  
That being said, who would miss them when they are so rarely seen and why is 
there any value on their presence.  When I do see them is at night on a police 
squad car camera when they are caught roaming through town or when someone 
has one treed on their property.  The value of the elk herd that has been decimated 
has got to be in the tens of millions of dollars, if not more.  What possible value 
does the mountain lion represent?  This is not a species that is or was in jeopardy 
of going extinct.  Maybe when someone is finally attacked you will take this 
problem seriously.  I can only hope you are prosecuted for extreme negligence 
when that day comes.      You are lucky your positions are not voted on in a 
general election.  I am sure you realize your life as a public employee would be 
over, and based on your ability, your career in the private sector doesn't look very 
promising. 

 
1165747 GET RID OF THE MOUNTAIN LIONS 
 
1165927 The biggest reason you have a decline in Big Horn Sheep and Elk populations is 

because of our mountain lion population.  If you do not address this issue, then the 
Elk and Big Horn sheep may be lost forever.  I do not understand why you do not 
allow the use of Dogs and charge a fee; say $250.00 per license to hunt Mountain 
Lions in the Black Hills.  It would not only bring additional revenue to the state, it 
would also help reduce the lion population and give the Elk and Big Horn Sheep a 
chance to survive for the next 20 - 30 years.  I have over 20 years of sending in for 
a in the park Elk licenses and now the Elk herd is down to nothing. Wake up guys, 
you don't need another study, you need to take action while you still can. I will say 
this, if you don't address the Mountain Lion issue, this will be the biggest reduction 
in hunters and disappointment to all resident sportsmen’s in SD.    Please Take 
Action 

 
1167047 no place in your comments do you mention predators as a problem 
 
1167215 Control the Lion issue we all know it's a problem 
 
1167760 I think an auction tag is a good idea for nonresidents and residence as long as the 

rest of the tags are residence only unless the sheep become heavily populated and 
there is a good number of resident tags. It is hard enough to get a tag and it’s my 
home state. 

 
1168868 The over-abundance of mountain lions in the black hills cannot help the sheep 

population. Removing a large portion of the mountain lion population in the black 
hills would be a good start for all of the big game in the black hills. 
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1172158 Hi! I don't think habitat or disease is a big problem.  I think mountain lions are the 
biggest threat to the big horns. I would not be in favor of relocating big horns from 
other states to feed the lions.  I have hunted lions the last two years and have 
noticed a big decrease in the deer numbers and elk sign. Look what they have 
done to the elk herd in Custer Park.  I'm sure they could take out a sheep a lot 
easier than a six or eight hundred pound elk.  Come on guys!  Let’s get a handle 
on the real problem and get rid of as many lions as possible and while we're out 
there we might want to start on the half dozen or so of wolf packs in the hills. I 
would lots rather hunt elk or big horn sheep then lion or wolves.  I can see the 
population of these two predators really exploding over the next few years and 
there won't be nothing left to hunt.  We need to use some common sense here. 
Thanks 

 
1173144 I like many other sportsman, assume that the mountain lion population is a factor in 

the decline of bighorn sheep.  Perhaps efforts should be made to further reduce 
that population before we spend many dollars bringing sheep in from other areas to 
feed the cats.     

 
1173307 The auction should only be offered for South Dakota Residents only.  A lot of us 

have been applying for years and I would like to see someone from SD have first 
chance. If this does raise enough money after a year or two then consider non-
resident. 

 
1173443 Certainly I would support an annual auction to raise additional funds for support of 

our states big horn sheep population; however, in my opinion, efforts need to be 
directed elsewhere for improving and withstanding a reasonable sheep population.  
It is true that disease and habit are very important to sustain such a majestic 
animal; however, predation control of our cat population is of greater concern.  
Obviously over the last three years the quota of mountain lions has been met 
without difficulty in a very short period of time after the season opener, and that is 
without dogs and inability to bait, thus our cat population is way out of control and 
until this problem is addressed, funds used in establishing a quality sheep 
population will be unfortunately a waste of time and resources. 

 
1173554 Same thing needs to be done with an 1 or 2 Elk tag available to out of state 

residents! 
 
1173740 Please account for predator populations (mountain lion, wolves, coyotes) during 

these studies.  The population of these animals (along with elk and deer) have 
steadily decreased while the number of predators have steadily increased. 

 
1174025 I support an auction as long as it is kept to one tag. But I strongly believe that our 

main problem with our sheep population is mountain lion predation, more than 
disease. I do not understand why the GFP is so reluctant to admit that this is a 
problem. 

 
1174063 MAYBE IF YOU MANAGED THE LION PROBLEM THAT YOU HAVE AND DONT 

ADDRESS PROPERLY. THERE ARE OBVIOUS PROBLEMS HERE. HOW DO 
YOU GUARANTEE 100% OF MONEY TO BE USED. DOESNT THIS MONEY GO 
INTO A FUND.  THATS DIVIDED UP AND THE  MONEY IS USED TO PAY FOR 
ALL DIFFERENT KINDS OF THINGS. 
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1174692 Would not like to have the only permit available in any given year to be by bidding 
alone.  Need to have both a lottery tag and a bid tag, otherwise it becomes a rich 
man’s sport. 

 
1174934 As long as the auction for one tag doesn't take away a tag from the normal resident 

drawing, and or raise the price of a resident tag, I think it is a great way to raise 
funds to help the sheep herd.  I would suggest having a minimum starting bid of at 
least $50,000, that way some rich guy doesn't get it for peanuts.  I would hate to 
see a non-resident get a sheep tag for a couple thousand bucks when there I'm 
sure plenty of residents who would pay that for a tag.  With the odds of a resident 
ever even drawing a sheep tag in his or her lifetime being slim to none, it would be 
a slap to the face if an auction tag like this didn't raise very significant funds for the 
species. 

 
1174946 We need to reduce the predatory factors as well. Lambs are being killed and 

limiting the chances of big horn recovery as well 
 
1175102 I would rather support a resident hunt raffle that would generate additional funds 

and give an opportunity to the 99.9% of hunters who could not afford a $60,000-
80,000 auction tag. 

 
1175252 While I strongly support the need for habitat improvements I have yet heard 

anyone address the issues that caused the people of South Dakota to lose the Big 
Horn Sheep populations in Custer State Park and the surrounding Black Hills. Has 
policy changed so that any Big Horn seen intermingling with domestic sheep 
immediately captured or removed from the herd prior to that animal be able to 
infect the rest of the Big Horn Sheep population? This was the explanation given to 
the sportsman as the reason for the sudden die off of the Custer State Park Herd 
and loss of that hunting opportunity. Improvement of habitat will not prevent this 
type of event from happening in the future, only a well-established policy that is 
followed will. The next concern is the Mountain Lion Population and what emphasis 
the Department is really willing to place on the restoration of the Big Horn Sheep, 
elk, and deer populations within the hills. The current lion management goals do 
little to enhance the populations of these prey species as evidenced by the 
Departments own research. Unless the Department plans to artificially raise the 
total number of available prey species through transplantation of animals of all 
species or to increase the harvest of lions to reasonable levels that allow the rest of 
the species to regain a sustainable population of all prey species; I am afraid that 
this proposal is doomed before it starts. Finally, if this proposal is adopted, I hope 
that true biological and scientific reasoning will be used to develop management 
goals and objectives and remove the political issues of land owner tolerance, 
public injection, and personal feelings from the decision process. I would also hope 
that all decisions would be made public for all persons of South Dakota to see. In 
closing I feel that this proposal, if adopted should only have a 3 to 5 year life cycle 
so to enable it to be reviewed and tweaked  so to protect the interest of the people 
of our State.   

 
1175385 I think you need to get a better control of the predators in the Black Hills, not only 

for the sheep but for the elk and deer population to. If you don't it's going to be 
pretty tough to keep a viable population to hunt. 
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1175454 I strongly support the idea of an auction for ONE tag, resident or non, doesn't 
matter. However, I also feel strongly that a lottery should still exist for a resident to 
get a tag at an affordable price. I would strongly oppose any system which would 
preclude residents of SD the opportunity to enjoy the natural resources that our 
state enjoys should they choose or be unable to afford such a rich price tag. I fear 
that many of our states' big game licenses and or opportunities would be 
unavailable if the SDGFP moves toward a game for sale mentality. An element of 
affordability should remain for the residents of SD, as we are the ones who have 
been supporting/paying the bills all the past years to provide habitat and resources 
for big and small game alike. I hope that the GFP has learned a valuable; however 
expensive lesson, about over-selling big game, as I feel has been the case with the 
Elk herd in the Black Hills, and Custer Park. Thank you. 

 
1175942 I think that the auctioning of 1 tag could be a useful fundraising tool if it can be 

done without further impacting the already low numbers in the hills. 
 
1175971 My only hesitation with an auction tag is the fact that it will be one less tag 

available to the hunters applying in a lottery system who are not able to shell out 
thousands and thousands of dollars to hunt an animal that we all pay to maintain. 

 
1176566 As long as the raised funds GO directly to the proposed efforts I wouldn’t be 

opposed.      Although, I'd rather SD not turn into a state that relies on funding from 
non-residents. Keep the Lion Quota Up!!! 

 
1176639 I would never pay that much myself but if it helps have a better chance in the 

lottery go for it. 
 
1176688 If we do not do the auction tag idea to help South Dakota's bighorn sheep, their 

hunting season will end up just like South Dakota's mountain goat season - closed.    
Additionally, if the bighorn sheep auction tag does not happen and 3 years down 
the road SD does not have a season, remember everybody did have a chance to 
help the bighorn sheep out.  SD GF&P would really enjoy working with such a 
great organization as the Wild Sheep Foundation's Midwest Chapter.  Thank you to 
the SD GF&P for considering this idea. 

 
1176860 I do strongly agree with all of the following ways to increase bighorn sheep 

populations. I once thought mountain lions were not that big of a problem in the 
black hills until recently. I think this should be addressed and somewhere in the 
survey.  I do not hate mountain lions or have a desire to hunt them but I do think it 
is a solid issue after talking to many educated people in the black hills area.  My 
DREAM hunt is to hunt big horn sheep and I strongly support anything to help the 
numbers of sheep in the black hills. 

 
1177074 I believe the lions also are a factor in the decrease of sheep. 
 
1177075 I have hunted in the hills for over 20 years. The BIGGEST PROBLEM YOU HAVE 

IS MT. LIONS.   THEY ARE DECIMATING THE ELK AND SHEEP POPULATION 
AND I FIRMLY BELIEVE WE NEED TO ADDRESS THE PROBLEM. Thanks    

 
1177445 You can spend all the money on the sheep but if you don't stop the mountain loin 

the herd isn't going to grow.  Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation has spent Millions in 
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SD and we had one of the best elk habitat and herds around. What happened?  
The mountain lions got them!!!!!!!  How easy is it for a lion to kill a Sheep?  A lot 
easier than an Elk !!!!!!!!! So you will raise thousands of $$ and only the rich will 
hunt the few sheep left. Hunting is nothing more than a rich man’s sport any more. 
Has anyone told you guys the wolves have moved into the Black Hills!!!!!! Your 
idea is a good one but is not going to work with the mountain lions and wolves. You 
will do as you want. Money talks. 

 
1177758 I support this as well as other conservation efforts. But with this results have to be 

positive. You can’t use this as a source of money that does not produce any 
results. If after 10 yrs.???  no increase then it is just a tax that would provide a job 
for you. I know that if you want to conserve animals ...you allow people to hunt 
them and they  will do whatever they can to get the opportunity. so this concept is 
great. Make it happen. 

 
1178353 Increase the mountain lion tags. The mountain lion is the problem thought out the 

Black Hills. 
 
1178663 I support the idea of an auction tag to help with the funding for the management of 

our bighorn sheep in South Dakota. I also hope that the GFP and all of us in South 
Dakota are open minded enough to take advantage of what the conversation 
groups are offering to do in an effort to help save and enhance our bighorn sheep 
herds. 

 
1178701 Make sure you use the money for the sheep like you said in survey. and or maybe 

use it to take care of that lion problem that you said you never had. which everyone 
and their dog knows that it's a major problem. I'm a huge elk and deer hunter and I 
have been going out of state to hunt. Those states are doing things right, why can’t 
South Dakota!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

 
1178802 The main problem is the lion population. We need to get it under control before we 

can help other species 
 
1178841 I agree with allowing a sheep tag to be auctioned off as long as it stays at one tag 

and not multiple tags. 
 
1179100 everyone knows the lambs in the bighorn restoration area are killed by lions as 

soon as they are born.  my daughter had a tag 3 or 4 years ago, and we saw NO 
lambs at all.  if that continues, those sheep will die of old age and there won't be 
any to take their place.  the lion season ends before the lambs are born, extend the 
season and let people hunt that area.  too many sheep at the taco bell house.  put 
out some archery tags there or something.  too many sheep are falling off the back 
cliff or getting hit by cars.  how much longer is this gonna happen?  this whole mtn 
lion thing is getting way out of hand, all the wildlife numbers are all upside down.  
why are we protecting something that scares the crap out of most people.  i'm 60 
years old, by the time I draw a tag i'll be too old to go.  what's up with the mtn 
goats? 

 
1179208 DIE! DIE! DIE! with this being the history of what is happening with our big horn 

lambs in the past few years. They are definitely going to need help of some sort to 
recover.  This auction tag idea it just makes sense.  There are mature rams that 
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are not getting sick and are going to die of old age, and there are very few if any 
young rams from one to four years old so if we can sell, one of our old rams that 
would die of natural causes anyways, and turn around and use that money to help 
replace the generation of sheep that is missing in the hills.  This is a rare 
opportunity in life, where a failing program can recover with its own resources.  I 
realize that this won’t be a quick fix, that it will take several years to get the herd 
back to where they were, but if we do nothing it will be like our mountain goats in 
South Dakota and we won’t have a tag at all.  I hope that we can use this 
opportunity in hopes that one day one of my kids or grandkids can hunt Big Horn 
Sheep in   South Dakota. Thanks, (wish I was a) Big Horn Sheep Hunter 

 
1179464 Now I do support the idea of having an auction tag. The idea of opening it up to 

non-residents makes me cringe a little. I would like to see that opportunity go to 
South Dakota resident. However I do understand that the monetary gains are more 
likely to be substantially more if it were open to non-residents. 

 
1180142 More management is far less of an issue than the Mountain Lion population. You 

people spent our money 15 to 20 years ago to bring sheep into the Hills, we then 
built a good population of sheep. Then you poorly manage the Lion population 
which has decimated the sheep and the mountain goat population not to mention 
the deer and elk herds. Now you try to blame the low sheep population on disease. 
Your game managers are either incompetent or corrupt. I say corrupt because your 
intent to get more management money and conservation when the primary 
problem is the CATS. You got cats leaving the hills in every direction, law 
enforcement has to deal with them in every community of the Black Hills and you 
still maintain there are an appropriate number of them. Your organization has lost 
the confidence of the people that pay your wages. One day you will be replaced 
with people we have confidence in.     

 
1180154 Thanks for keeping big game hunting focused on SD residents. It's appreciated 
 
1180181 I do not want the auction tag to take away my chances of getting a lottery tag. 
 
1180216 We need to get rid of the mountain lions.  They serve no purpose in SD. 
 
1181875 I wouldn't pretend to be an expert on bighorn management but I understand that 

disease is a main problem.  This has also been a big problem with the desert 
bighorn.  I think I would rather have a bighorn on my wall than an elk - they are 
truly "studly". 

 
1182329 Been a long time in coming. Should have started this 7 years ago. Keep up the 

good work. 
 
1182788 The idea of auctioning a tag is awesome as long as all the money goes to 

increasing the Bighorn sheep numbers 
 
1182855 one tag at 50-80k would go a long way and in the end help all of us on our draw 

especially if the herd numbers increase. 
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1182996 I strongly support this effort. Bighorn sheep are a rare and beautiful animal. I don't 
have advice for GF&P leadership or their Commission other than let the biologists 
do their work, free of the politics of the vocal and opinionated few. 

 
1183331 Sounds like great management plan. Don't forget to manage mountain lions as part 

of your plans!! 
 
1183573 It is time to introduce outside sheep to Custer State Park and the Black Hills--I do 

believe the lion population is having a huge negative impact on all the big game in 
and outside the park and needs to be reduced to the #'s back in the 1980s-90s 
when all the wildlife in the Black Hills was thriving. 

 
1184014 Next lets work on moving the riffle deer season dates away from the best part of 

deer rutting season (the first three weeks in November)! I’m an archery hunter and 
live for the rut! Keep up the great work! 

 
1184117 I agree that more funding should be available, but I do not fully agree that money 

should be used for additional staffing. I think that it could be done with the current 
staff. I also believe that more public input is needed as past history has shown that 
the biologists (in my eyes) have not always made the correct decisions with our 
elk, deer and mountain lion populations. I have a hard time paying additional 
moneys out for trial and error operating. If I made incorrect decisions in my 
business, I work be out of work because nobody would hire me. 

  
1184493 However, in addition to these efforts the SDGFP needs to expand the Mountain 

Lion season and hunting methods used.  It’s not just disease that is hurting our big 
game counts in South Dakota, but the extensive range and damage caused by 
these big cats.  These predators are also hurting the Big Horn Sheep and Mountain 
Goat populations along with deer, elk and turkey.  When I hear that we are seeing 
sightings in Rapid City and how the populations of Elk have decreased in Custer 
State Park something needs to be done to ensure that we don't lose all big game in 
our state.  Please make this part of the efforts to further not only the Big Horn 
Sheep but all populations of big game.    Thank you!     

 
1184537 I want to see the number of licenses. 
 
1184971 I understand the idea of using the auction tag to raise money for more habitat and 

research for bighorn populations in the Black Hills. I think it will benefit the 
population and should result in more resident only tags available.  I also think you 
should focus more on predation problems.  I have seen it first hand and know that 
the low sheep numbers are not from disease alone and we know it's not from 
hunting as you suggest is the issue with the elk herds.  I work hard to afford to  
enjoy the opportunity to pursue game in South Dakota and the more opportunity I 
have to do this the more I will support your organization. 

 
1185075 I’m sure disease may have a result on the decline in the sheep population, 

however I hope GFP is looking at what Mtn Lions are doing to the population as 
well. They are destroying the Elk population, what makes GFP think they don't 
have a negative effect on the sheep population? 
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1185076 The opportunity to hunt is not just my concern with the management of the 
population but also the idea of keeping the population up to be able to enjoy seeing 
these magnificent animals around! Disease and lions have destroyed the herd! 

 
1185155 This should be done! 
 
1185750 Bighorn Sheep are a priceless part of the Black Hills wildlife.  The state, in 

conjunction with conservation groups should do everything within its governmental 
and fiduciary powers to bolster the current dwindling population including 
continuing disease and predator (mtn lion) control measures. 

 
1185849 The reason I was neutral in the question about using the extra funding for 

"research, staffing," etc., is that the reason for the loss of bighorn sheep is not due 
to a lack of research or staffing.  We have all the staff we need in South Dakota.  
What we DO need is dead cougars, and a LOT MORE of them than what we are 
getting now.  What has happened to the elk herd in the Black Hills is a farce, and a 
total shame.  Research and staffing aren't going to bring those elk back.  Lions 
should be kept to no more than one per 15 square miles and at this date, that 
number is not even close, so until that problem gets solved with a LOT more cats 
being harvested, I don't see what importing sheep is going to accomplish, other 
than providing a very expensive food source for those cats.   Elk are much harder 
to kill for a cougar than sheep.  I've personally ran across over 15 dead domestic 
sheep in Colorado from cougars.  If you can't solve the cat problem, then get out of 
the big game business. 

 
1185921 I would guess that the over population of mountain lions in the hills has a negative 

effect on the sheep population, as it does on all other game animals!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! I 
believe it is time to put a bounty on the cats like used to be on coyotes!!!!!!!!! 

 
1186012 I think the SD GF&P does a good most of the time. I do think the Mt. Loin problem 

in the hills is a    really issue with elk, big horn sheep & deer. I hope they can get 
that controlled. Thanks 

 
1186098 I believe it would be ok for an auction to sell a portion of tags for bighorn sheep 

hunting but not all tags should be auctioned off. I also believe that if bighorn sheep 
are released here from other states that it shouldn’t be just about money and offer 
more license because we just have a fresh supply. Look at the CSP with elk they 
CRY they don’t have enough elk but they keep hunting them...I could see a 
slippery slope adding additional license for hunting sheep if we bring more in 
because the GFP just wants more money!!!Let the population adjust and have a 
large number of sheep. Now the lions in big part and disease are helping with 
keeping numbers low if more sheep are brought in lions will be sure to help with 
the thinning. 

 
1186387 Eliminate the lion in the hills! Maybe not out of state for auction 
 
1186494 You can bring in has many sheep as you want, But if you don't get control of the 

Lion population first, all you will be doing is supplying food for the Lions. MORE 
LION TAGS AND LONGER SEASON    Thanks      

 



2012 South Dakota Bighorn Sheep Hunter Opinion Survey – Appendix B 

140 
 

1186531 I do support the auction of the bighorn Sheep tag, as well as an elk tag, possibly at 
the Elk Foundation national meeting each year. I do wonder if opening up a 
traditionally resident-only tag(s) to out-of-state hunters might open the door for a 
lawsuit to open all resident-only hunts to out of state interests. I do not want to 
compete in the field or financially with out-of-state hunters. I only hunt public land 
and I have found it difficult to get landowner permission anywhere without having to 
pay. I admit I am concerned about the long range consequences of this act. 

 
1186998 One of the best ideas that has come from the SD GF&P.  This is a very smart 

decision to begin the process of rebuilding a decimated sheep population back to 
healthy numbers. Tag auctions have worked well in North Dakota and other 
surrounding states.  By the state showing some interest in preserving this 
resource, other conservation groups would be more likely to contribute resources 
as well.  It's unfortunate it has taken this long to realize that proper management is 
crucial to sustain a healthy population of Bighorn Sheep.  Proper management 
requires proper funding in which the state has neglected to produce for this 
resource.  I hope this is a sign of good things to come from the SD GF&P. 

 
1187429 Have to control predators also. . . .  . 
 
1187772 Don't you think you need to get a handle on the Mountain Lion population before 

you spend a lot of money on other projects?  Most of us hunters feel that the lion 
population is directly related to the decline in game numbers.  If you do have a 
auction for a Sheep license. I hope you will keep the lottery for a license. Also so 
that some us hunters with limited financial means can still have a chance at a Big 
Horn license. 

 
1188499 We should look at all possible avenues to increase herd size.  While I would love 

the opportunity to hunt a big horn sheep is SD I am more interested in the ability of 
my kids and grandkids being able to see them in the wild.   

 
1188935 My biggest concern is preserving bighorn populations and resident hunting 

opportunities.  From an everyday working man's perspective it is the only chance I 
will have to go on a bighorn hunt, slim may those chances be. 

 
1188958 One tag for auctions helps the sheep. 
 
1188975 I thank you for listening to the local sheep group.  Certainly we've suffered 

significant losses of lambs to pneumonia, but we also lose them to Mt. Lions.  
Increasing the Mt. Lion kill needs to be priorty#1 for all management in the Black 
Hills populations to recover.  I have no issues with auctioning off one tag per year 
to help purchase other sheep from Alberta and transport them back to other 
suitable areas in the Hills. Can't we trap them out of the Badlands and move those 
sheep into the Hills? There are certainly quite a few in the park and there is no 
hunting in there.  Thanks, nice to see a proactive group with great ideas and you in 
the SDGF&P actually listening to it and moving to help. 

 
1188994 I am in favor of doing anything that we can to save the sheep...before we know it 

rhetorical will be gone! 
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1189001 I support the idea of auctioning off a sheep tag; however, I think that only SD 
residents should be allowed the privilege of bidding.  It's not just about the 
money...it's about the hunt, too.  Tags are so hard to draw; only SD residents 
should hunt SD bighorns. 

 
1189127 Keep trying to get Bighorns going in the Badlands area, especially outside the 

park.  The SW corner of CSP and the NW of Wind Cave Nat'l Park had a nice 
population of bighorns in the early 80's, perhaps efforts in that area are again 
warranted.  Keep the mountain lion quota high and encourage more coyote hunting 
and trapping in bighorn and mountain goat use areas.  Could such an auction as 
proposed for sheep also be set up for mountain goats?  Could habitat 
enhancement for sheep also include substantial controlled burns in rocky and cliff 
areas, especially focused where pine beetle die offs are huge? 

 
1189671 I support the use of one tag as a fundraiser to help Bighorn Sheep recovery, as 

long as it still allows the common man a chance to enter a lottery for the other tags.  
You need to balance the public's availability to still get tags with the fund raising 
potential of the auction. 

 
1190401 I would strongly support the use of an auction tag.  It is important for big horn 

opportunity to continue in South Dakota. 
 
1191669 auction the one tag to everyone and use the money to help create more resident 

tags to lottery. 
 
1192453 What are we going to do about all of the sheep that are already carrying disease 

around?  Or is disease prevalence trending downward now?  Will this affect the 
new introductions that would happen?  I guess either way, I think it would be great 
to bring in more sheep if they're available. Is there any reasonable amount of 
recruitment occurring in CSP?  If not, we don't we utilize this resource instead of 
just watching them die.  What about other areas of the state? 

 
1193360 I think that this is a great opportunity to look at new ways to raise funds to benefit 

our sheep herd.  This same thought process will work to raise money for our elk 
herd as well.  The one opinion that I have about the auctioning of tags and I feel 
very strongly about this is these tags should NOT be auctioned to the highest 
bidder but sold in quantity at five or ten dollars a chance with as many tickets as 
possible sold.  This will prevent a rich person safeguarding the opportunity every 
year to hunt sheep and it should be open to anybody to have the opportunity to 
hunt sheep here in SD.  Here is another suggestion though.  You could sell one tag 
for the highest bidder and one tag in a quantity raffle like explained earlier.  It would 
be one more tag but again would generate a lot more funds to provided better 
habitat and help our State.  If you choose to sell/auction sheep and or elk tags to 
out of state bidders than you should also make it mandatory for them to have a 
guide.  Either provided by GFP or from funds generated from the auctions and or 
raffle.    This is off the subject but Mt Lions seem to still be a problem we need to 
raise the number of lions tags to get our lion problem under control or we will never 
have enough elk, sheep and goats to even worry about raising money through 
auctions for our wildlife.  I am talking directly about the article in the paper out the 
female cat that has killed several calves in Custer state park.  That’s only one 
problem lion and there is a lot more problem lions out there doing this.  OPEN THE 
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LION SEASON FOR ONE YEAR AND SHOOT AS MANY AS POSSIBLE.  FROM 
THERE WE CAN MANAGE THEM ONCE THEY ARE UNDER CONTROL.  You 
will not kill every lion in the hills in one year so there should be reason to be 
concerned about playing devil’s advocate on this issue. Thanks for giving me the 
opportunity to provide feedback.         

 
1193982 Agree with auctioning off a tag a year but I think it should be for residents only. Not 

fair to the middle or lower class residents. They can’t afford to pay what these 
wealthy out of staters can. Should be left for residents only 

 
1194224 All the research in the world will not return the bighorn sheep, or elk, populations to 

appreciably huntable numbers until a serious management plan is implemented to 
reduce the mountain lion population to numbers similar to the year 2000 and 
previous...the out of control growth rate of the mountain lion population is an 
embarrassment to this state and its wildlife management institutions! 

 
1194541 I think this is an awesome plan and I support it totally if someday I could get a tag. 

Thank u so much for the opportunity to participate in this survey. 
 
1197255 Sounds like a well thought out conservation plan that could increase the numbers 

of sheep and allow for continued future hunts. 
 
1197769 I think this proposal of providing for funds for bighorn sheep resident or non-

resident is the only likely chance to keep the bighorn sheep from suffering the 
same fate as the mountain goat population/hunting/viewing opportunities for South 
Dakotans. 

 
1198241 The bidded tag program should cease once the population is returned to a certain 

minimum level once again. I would support limiting the auction to SD residents 
only.  Even if the auction raised fewer dollars, it would still benefit the animal herd 
and guarantee a SD resident a tag on a once in a lifetime trophy. 

 
1198455 I do not agree with a nonresident applying for a sheep tag.  It should be for 

residents only. 
 
1198475 Lions are one of the biggest problems we have with sheep as well as most of the 

big game in the hills, when you solve lion population problem we have you will 
have better results with the decreasing herds we are seeing. 

 
1198968 Hunters will always support increasing deer, elk, sheep, etc herds to a healthy 

manageable size....however, if you do all these but do not control the mountain lion 
population growth, it is a moot point. 

 
1199564 Do more to drop the number of lions that are killing the sheep and wiping out the 

elk! 
 
1200398 I agree completely if it is only a single tag that is auctioned and that 100% of the 

funds goes to sheep rehabilitation and not buying more land and other stupid 
projects the GF&P does. Maybe the greatest help would be Mt. Lion 
extermination!!! 
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1200605 Leave the number of permits that are allocated for resident hunters as needed, like 
they have been.  But the one auction tag should be one above the number usually 
issued.  Don't take away from the resident draw number to issue the auction tag.  If 
it comes to that, there are not enough to issue those tags, cut out the season all 
together and do something more about the lion population 

 
1200730 I don't think you need to spend money on research take that money and buy 

animals and add them to the stock that's already there.  Take a look at the game 
farms of South Africa, they don't spend money on research, they buy animals from 
different areas so the genetics get stronger not weaker, common sense.  This 
would give more people a chance to hunt big horn sheep in SD.  How many big 
horn sheep can you buy for $100,000.  Stop wasting money on government 
programs and invest the money in more animals. You have the habit use it. 

 
1201035 AUCTIONING OF A BIG HORN SHEEP TAG TO SOUTH DAKOTANS AND OUT 

OF STATE RESIDENTS WITH THE PROCEDS GOING TO HELP THIS SPECIES 
SURVIVE AND CONTINUE TO GROW IS A PROVEN EFFECT COURSE OF 
ACTION IN OTHER STATES. IT IS  TIME SOUTH DAKOTA REALIZES THIS 
AND PROMOTS THE BIG HORN SHEEP OF SOUTH DAKOTA TO PROTECT 
AND PROMOT ITS OWN CONTINUED SURVIVAL. THE BIG HORN SHEEP IS A 
GREAT RESOURCE OF OUR STATE. WE NEED TO USE THAT SOURCE TO 
PERPETUATE ITS CONTINUED GROWTH. I AM SO GLAD TO SEE THIS 
FINALLY BEING ADDRESSED. SOMETHING I HAVE LONG FELT SHOULD BE 
DONE IN SOUTH DAKOTA TO RAISE MONEY FOR OUR SHEEP. THANK YOU 
FOR SENDING THIS SURVEY. 

 
1201542 Most states who support wild sheep populations fund research, habit improvement 

and management of herds through the auctioning of tags.  I strongly encourage the 
SD GF&P to consider this option.    A committee of conservation groups located in 
SD AND the representatives of the SD GF & P should review the projects and 
funding requests for approval.  The funds derived from the auctioning of a tag 
should not be dropped into the SD GF & P general funds.  Outside input from 
supporting groups should be important in the funding of the projects. 

 
1202098 You need to control the mountain lion population before one species ruins all 

hunting in the Black Hills. We also do not need any wolf population at all in the 
Black Hills. 

 
1202159 One tag every year should be put in A raffle statewide for residents only so SD 

resident hunters have a benefit of living in state 
 
1202417 thank you, for the opportunity to comment, the key is to have 100 percent of the 

money going to bighorn studies and helping the herd. Not going to a hiking trail or 
boat ramp or picnic area.  There has to be a safety of some sort to keep the funds 
from being appropriated to some other project.   Another concern of mine is that a 
hunter like me, who hunts public land, and some private still on a handshake and 
closing the gates cannot afford to compete with big money from out of state for 
sheep   tags, there has to be a guarantee that big money wallets are not going to 
get the lion’s share in the future. I know what you said about this being a one tag 
auction, I’m leery, cause I’ve seen big money in  hunting land access affect hunters 
like me who hunt on lands like my father did, some of the outfitters  do lockup 
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areas, and unless you are willing to pay big money, your out of luck.  I hope you do 
well with this program.  

 
1202914 I would be in support of one tag being auctioned off.  If the money goes directly to 

helping build the big horn sheep population.  I do not like the fact the only the very 
rich have a chance in getting a tag.  There is no way in budget I could even 
consider ever buying a tag.  It would be cheaper for me to purchase a guided big 
horn hunt somewhere else and take my money out of state. 

 
1203362 There also needs to be investigation into the amount of animals that are lost to 

predation from Mountain lions, also I am concerned about the spread of wolves 
through the western states and how they have been expanding their range. I 
believe one was even run over in SD. 

 
1203712 First I would like to applaud South Dakota Game Fish and Parks efforts to include 

the opinions of the  public on matters of wildlife management. As a hunter of limited 
means and resources, realistically my only opportunity to hunt bighorn sheep in my 
lifetime would we through the draw in South Dakota as a resident. Additionally I 
believe that it is important for biologists to study the diseases and conditions that 
have led to the decline of the sheep population so as to better manage going 
forward. If auctioning a tag to generate revenue to do this without burdening 
taxpayers of the state is an option than I am in favor of it. I'm not totally convinced 
that taking money from conservation groups is the best idea. Many of these groups 
I am a member of but many support ideas that may not be in the best interest of 
hunters, land owners, the general public or agricultural producers of the state. If 
taking money from "special interest groups" in any way reduces the states capacity 
to manage for the best interest of all parties then I am not in favor.  On a final note 
it is just plain neat to see bighorn sheep in the wild. 

 
1206294 I would only support an auctioned tag so long as no resident hunting opportunity 

was lost without having to buy this tag. 
 
1208720 Work harder on depredation 
 
1216045 Until the State decides to reduce the amount of mountain lions in the Black Hills I 

personally don't believe that we will ever be able to sustain a Big Horn Sheep 
population large enough to continue hunting.  The mountain lions are currently 
eradicating the elk and deer herd.  In my opinion it won’t be long until our elk 
populations are at a level in which they won’t be huntable.  I look at the herd in 
Custer Park, there have been 40 any elk rifle tags for as long as I can remember 
and that has been nearly 40 years.  There have also been 40 late season archery 
tags for as long as I can remember, my dad was one of the few that went out to 
hunt them back in the 70's and 80's.  Now we have 3 or 4 any elk rifle tags and the 
same amount of archery tags.  I am very disappointed on how the GF&P has 
handled the mountain lion situation.  If mountain lions have to be shot every year 
because they enter towns and cities and if they are getting hit by cars on the 
interstate and other highways we have definitely too many mountain lions in the 
state. 

 
1216082 Majestic animals. Along with lions and elk, they are what make the BH a truly 

special place. 
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1216397 I would support the offering of a non-resident auction tag for a sheep as long as 
this wouldn't reduce the number available for residents. 

 
1216904 license tags for residents should be high to help the effort to in cress population.  

Suggestion $3000.0 
 
1217989 It would be nice if you could auction 1 or 2 tags to highest resident bidder. 
 
1218511 Allowing GFP to reap the benefit of non-resident interest in a trophy animal, and 

using the proceeds to further resident opportunities would make sense.  This 
seems like a win-win situation for the animals, the residents (who effectively 
already have a cheap lottery for a tag), and non- residents (or locals) who are 
willing to bid for a tag.  If we can't use such logical programs because of opposition 
from class warriors, then why have any science-based management at all?  Just 
close everything to anyone who has ever ventured out of state.  Don't let anyone 
with money from out of state spend it to benefit our resource base.    Please, let's 
have some leadership from GFP and suggest more ways to get as much as we 
safely can to further the use of our natural resources.  I would hope that some 
politicians would back these sorts of programs and get them moving.  Don't study 
and survey this to death!  Do it. 

 
1218895 If the auction is used, would there be just one tag that was auctioned off and still 

have the lottery system? 
 
1220334 This is a great idea and one that is long overdue.  Nearly every state with huntable 

bighorn populations has one or more auction tags and all benefit from the funds 
and conservation efforts associated with the auction process.  The tag would also 
open up our state to several new potential non-resident hunters with substantial 
resources, some of whom may choose to contribute to SD sheep even if they are 
not successful in acquiring the tag.  Sheep hunters are a unique group of 
individuals, often very passionate about and committed to the animals they hunt 
and conservation in general.  Exposure to this class of hunters can only serve to 
help the future of sheep and sheep hunting in SD.  The funds raised by this tag 
alone could turn our sheep population decline around through the various efforts 
described in your survey.  I cannot stress enough how much I support a project of 
this nature and an auction tag! 

 
1225426 I would much rather see residents get the tags, but understand the need for the $ 

and nonresidents may be able to produce more money in the auctions 
 
1226853 I feel that if an auction tag is used it should be an additional tag NOT one of the 

resident ONLY tags that are currently offered in the lottery.  We should not lose a 
tag in the lottery since most SD residents would NOT be able to afford a 50k or 
better ticket to hunt. 

 
1229683 I really don’t see a point in trying to hunt big game in SD anymore, I go to Montana 

and buy tags over the counter 
 
1231842 As a member of the North American Wild Sheep foundation I would like to see the 

GF&P make one   sheep license available for auction at the annual National Wild 
Sheep convention with the proceeds   going to promote the bighorn sheep 
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population in South Dakota.  It would also be beneficial to increasing the bighorn 
sheep population to increase the harvest of mountain lions in South Dakota.   
Mountain lion predation on sheep as well as deer is a big factor in the declining 
numbers of these species in recent years.   Fewer mountain lions would benefit 
both big horn sheep and deer as well as ranchers livestock.   In the past 10 days at 
least 2 beef calves have been killed by mountain lions in the Weston County area 
of Wyoming around Malo Camp. This is right on the South Dakota/Wyoming state 
lines.   I may have lost one of my 800lb steers in this same area on the west side of 
the Black Hills since our cattle were turned out on our Forest Service grazing area 
on June 17th. We are still trying to locate our steer (dead or alive). During this 
period of time a mountain lion was shot in Newcastle Wyoming and another in the 
Rapid City area.  I would rather have more big horn sheep in the Black Hills area 
and fewer mountain lions.  Yours for a larger bighorn sheep population in the Black 
Hills region in the future 

 
1232567 While I support the auctioning of one tag per year, I would very much like to see it 

be restricted to SD residents only. Our local opportunities to hunt on private ground 
are already feeling enormous pressure from out of state hunters. The Black Hills 
has traditionally been an area for local SD residents to hunt and enjoy. I would love 
to see it stay that way. Make the auction for one big horn sheep tag a resident only 
event and you will have my full support!     

 
1233724 Reduce more lions 
 
1235774 I think this is a great idea to help the bighorn sheep in South Dakota.  Some of the 

people that are against the auction tag say, "I have 20 years of preference points 
for bighorn sheep and why would I let a non-resident hunt my bighorn sheep!"  
Nowhere do these people discuss anything about helping the sheep, but they are 
selfish by only discussing what should be done for them.  Teaming up with the Wild 
Sheep Foundation would be a great opportunity for our South Dakota bighorn 
sheep!  I would like to thank the SD GF&P Commissioners for considering and 
hopefully implementing the bighorn sheep auction tag. 

 
1235901 I would support increasing the number of bighorn licenses to allow for one tag to be 

auctioned off, but I strongly oppose using a resident only tag for this purpose.  
Hunting is for everyone and not only people willing to spend $10,000 + for one tag. 

 
1236404 Great job guys, Kevin R should have stayed in SF!! 
 
1239387 I support the auctioning the big horn tag but would prefer to see it limited to a 

South Dakota resident, if at all possible. 
 
1239486 If only 1 tag is available like it is now I would disagree with letting it go to a 

nonresident. 
 
1240480 The problem with the low numbers of Big Horn sheep is directly correlated with the 

mountain lion problem.  Just look at how few lambs have survived their first year in 
the last 3 years and there has been no evidence of disease.  The mountain lion 
quota needs to be raised.  You will know you have hit the right quota number when 
hunters do reach it in 6 weeks. You should not be able to hunt mountain lions with 
calls and dumb luck, we are the only state that hunts lions this way and it is 
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absolutely incredible that we still harvest 73 lions in 5 to 6 weeks.  That alone tells 
you what the problem is.  Don’t waste your money in researching sheep disease 
but rather get the lion numbers down to a reasonable number 

 
1241459 I was uncertain whether the question or plan was to provide an additional tag each 

year at auction and keep the residential lottery or whether it was to have an 
auctioned tag and eliminate the lottery system for the residential license. If it was 
the first I would definitely be very supportive and think it's a great idea. If it was the 
later I would have to give it more careful consideration and would have a few 
questions. Such as would there be a definitive dates on the adoption of the auction 
process or would it be adopted indefinitely? I would like to see definitive dates if I 
was to agree because I think every South Dakota citizen should have a chance at 
getting the license whether it’s a 20 year old college student, young parent, or a 
seasoned hunter in in their golden years, not just a wealthy individual. I think 
forgoing the lottery process for a few years as a means of helping the big horn 
population in South Dakota is a completely acceptable idea though and benefits 
long term at a short term cost and I would be supportive of such. I hope this survey 
and information is helpful in determine what you believe is the best course of 
action. I appreciate you listening to the input from the state's hunters as your 
decisions affect us all. Thank you. 

 
1241932 I do not support additional staffing or habitat spending. Buying animals from other 

states is a waste of time unless predation is brought under control. I am against 
this unless predation is reduced substantially. Thank you   

 
1243638 I have seen some of the numbers other states have received from this type of 

auction tag and I think that kind of money could definitely make a difference for the 
Big Horn Sheep.  However, if South Dakota decides to let a tag go to auction, they 
should always give away at least double that amount in lottery tags for residents.  I 
just don't want to see the 'auction tag'  being the only way to be able to get a Big 
Horn in South Dakota, that’s not fair to the hunters who have been putting in for the 
tag their entire life. 

 
1244468 auction tags should be for SD res only 
 
1249965 The sheep management area adjacent to my property just north of Rockerville also 

has an abundance of lions, You know that because some are collared and I know 
that because I hear them near our home at night.  Since you now know lions are 
killing nearly all the elk calves in CSP, why would the lions along Spring Creek and 
other areas not have the same effect on Big Horn Sheep?  None of the questions 
listed on this survey say anything about reducing the lion population considerably 
as part of the sheep management plan. 

 
1251458 Auction tags are a great idea as long as they are kept to their intended purpose 

and not morphed into a general money maker for the state.  Other states have 
done this with "governor’s tags", etc., and that takes too much opportunity from 
general hunters.  However, a single tag like this would be great.  Nebraska has 
done this and increased their bighorn sheep numbers from one herd to five. 

 
1252214 I feel it is very important to do all we can do to improve the condition and the 

number of bighorn sheep in South Dakota. Aside from the obvious reason, I would 
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like to hunt one someday, I also am on artist I love going out in the hills to get 
reference pictures but there are fewer and fewer sheep to be found every year. If 
we can help the sheep by opening our doors to a possible out of state person then 
that is a very small price to pay for such a wonderful and beautiful animal!! I am 
very excited about the idea of selling on auction tag to help the bighorns! 

 
1255266 I only would support auctioning tags if there were still general application tags 

available the same year. 
 
1259885 is the plan to eventually have a lottery system in place along with the annual 

auction.  That would be my only concern is that not everyone could afford to 
participate in the auction. 

 
1261257 This is a great idea and long overdue!  SD needs an auction tag and the funds it 

will generate.  Our sheep and their habitat deserve the assistance a program like 
this can create.  Please implement an auction tag as soon as possible. 

 
1261486 The Lion population is your problem, not disease or habitat. 
 
1261570 GET RID OF THE MOUNTAIN LIONS 
 
1261955 I have been applying for the Bighorn Sheep tags for 25 years and don't expect to 

draw, considering the condition of the sheep herd.  My concern is controlling 
Mountain Lions down to the level the GFP set as its goal.  Stocking will have great 
results in the herd size, in my opinion.  Hopefully with some sound management 
practices the GFP will be able to increase the number of tags available. 

 
1262119 I think that the GFP is not letting the public know the truth about the mountain lion 

numbers is the black hills. It seems to me that they (GFP) are trying to keep the 
real number of lions in the hills on the down low. I read recently that they estimated 
the population to be between 300-700, to me that looks like a wide guess. I also 
attended a local GPF forum, there was probably only 10 or 15 people that showed 
up and considering there was about 7 or 8 people from the state parks and GFP 
that’s not good. At the forum the question was brought up about the lions in the 
hills. We were told that it is under control now. The fact that they killed around 70 
lions in around 60 days last year that can't be true. After the forum was over we got 
to talk one on one with the people and my dad and I asked one of the biologists 
when the elk herds will be back to normal and he said it would only take 3-5 years. 
That can’t be possible.      I respect the SDGFP for all their hard work and hope to 
work for them someday but it really makes me feel pretty uneasy when they let the 
sheep get that low. It’s not just the sheep either, elk, deer, antelope, etc. all going 
down in population. I know that it’s not all their fault but it is very unacceptable. 

 
1264731 I like the idea of auctioning a big horn sheep tag, but would like to see a resident 

only and non-resident/resident drawing.  Keep the residents a little better chance to 
win and bring in more money with non-residents possibly.  Also continue to allow 
everyone to buy preference points. 

 
1265768 I believe the questions to this survey are misleading and will be used to pass a 

certain agenda. What hunter wouldn't want to see healthy growing sheep herds in 
the Black Hills? The use of "IF" in any survey question makes it AMBIGUOS at 
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best. For the record, I am not in support of an AUCTION TAG to raise proceeds for 
the hiring of MORE state workers or biologists. I am in favor of using an auction tag 
to raise proceeds to help our current game and fish employees do a better job at 
managing our sheep herd. 

 
1268607 I think that we need to do something, this seems like the first time in a long time 

that the SDGFP is taking a real step in improving hunting and wildlife in South 
Dakota 

 
1269594 Would support the auction on a temporary basis( a few years) in hopes that the 

population could be increased enough to allow a few more tags to be issued each 
year. Would like to then return to old lottery system so BH sheep tags would not 
depend on being wealthy to get one. Perhaps one tag could be auctioned in the 
future with additional tags issued by lottery(depending on population increases). 

 
1269603 My suggestion would be to continue the lottery system as it is being used today.  

Then Auction 1 additional tag AFTER the lottery drawing to increase value and 
effectiveness of the Auction Tag.  If I or my hunting partner drew the lottery tag one 
of us would be EXTREMELY interested in owning that Auction tag as well.  I'm 
certain other hunters would feel the same way. 

 
1270071 As long as there were results of increased numbers of sheep I think its ok to offer 1 

tag for auction, resident or non.  But to keep a resident out because he doesn’t 
have 80K without increasing his chances in the state draw would be bad. 

 
1271318 Consider tagging "sick" sheep with an easily identifiable ear tag and issuing tags to 

take the "sick" tagged sheep. Allowing hunter harvest of "sick" sheep would make 
much more sense than just monitoring the sheep until they die and having the 
hunting opportunity and the entire animal go to waste. 

 
1272059 Also feel a big reason for the problem stems from mountain lion population in the 

black hills!!! 
 
1275649 I think it would help if we could use dogs to kill mountain lions in the hills 
 
1275820 As long as the nonresidents are limited to the auction only, because there is not 

enough public area, habitat, and time to recover the herd after the outbreak of 
disease that caused the closing of seasons to begin with. The Black Hills are not 
as big as the public thinks, with all of the increased developments being allowed. 

 
1285446 I would STRONGLY support the use of an auction for bighorn sheep.  There are 

individuals and groups that are willing to make significant dollar contributions to 
bighorn sheep.  AND WHILE YOU ARE TRYING TO RAISE MONEY FOR 
IMPROVING BIGHORN SHEEP POPULATIONS, WHY DON'T YOU ALSO 
INCREASE, INCREASE, AND INCREASE SOME MORE THE AMOUNT OF MT. 
LION TAGS 
AVAILABLE?!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! Do you get my 
point?????? 
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1304014 Big Horn sheep are unique and fun to see in the hills. How do the bighorns get 
Pneumonia in the first place? In most other states when that happens, don’t they 
eliminate the herd?? and start over?    Is there anything that can be done to help 
the Mountain Goat population?? 

 
1304927 GET RID OF THE MOUNTAIN LIONS 
 
1305986 kill all the lions!!!!! 
 
1314466 I support a tag being auctioned off only if the funds are GUARANTEED to be used 

for re-building the bighorn sheep population in the black hills.  This auctioned tag 
should NOT be considered as part of the normal resident allocation of bighorn 
sheep tags.  This type of auction tag will create a lot of disgust from SD residents 
who have never been able to draw a bighorn sheep tag so use of these funds 
should be published in detail every year to help support the continued bighorn 
sheep restoration efforts. 

 
1319604 I can see the benefits of an auction tag however; it should be limited to residents.    

It seems clear that the current herd of bighorns in the black hills has some type of 
genetic flaw with all of the pneumonia deaths.  The quicker we get a new herd from 
another state the sooner we can start rebuilding. If that means we need to remove 
all of the current bighorns to keep from infecting the new batch then that’s what it is 
going to take. Just do it and do it quietly and quickly.  And maybe the hills just 
aren’t suitable for rams?    I wish the GFP would just do it like several other states. 
Make a decision that’s best for the state or the future of that animal and go with it, 
leave the public out of it because your not going to please everyone. You’re the 
biologist here, make a decision and go with it.     My opinion - elk, antelope, and 
bighorn sheep should all be closed to hunting for two years then re-evaluate. If still 
low, keep it closed. Stop slowly reducing tag numbers and just get it done. I love to 
hunt too but I also have some perspective and realize that we can't keep killing this 
many animals every year in SD. 

 
1321903 My strongly support comment for the res/non res auction tag would only be if the 

auction money was used for bighorn sheep restoration only. Thank You 
 
1322214 You will recall that the auction tag was tried in years past.  There was such an 

outcry by our residents that it was discontinued.  However, other states (including 
North Dakota) continued the practice and increased their tag numbers.  These 
statistics should be made available so our residents could see the benefits and 
hopefully support the auction tag fund raiser this time. 

 
1323070 As long as the auction is not the only way to obtain a tag I am in favor of it.  The 

number of auction tags should never exceed the number of lottery tags. 
 
1326555 I would support an auction tag as long as we see some improvement in bighorn 

populations.  If we don't see improvements with populations after a few years of 
spending additional money/auction tags then I would discontinue the auction.  We 
need to do more to keep domestic and wild sheep separate; possibly spend money 
to cost-share/give additional fencing to local landowners/ranchers to insure the 
populations don't mix.  We can kill bighorns that mix with domestics or do what we 
can to keep domestics out of bighorn habitat.  If our current population doesn't 
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improve we can eliminate it and start over with healthy herds.  Improve habitat 
away from domestic sheep areas to encourage bighorns to lamb/winter/summer in 
areas apart from domestics.  We will need to approach this as a long term 
solution/problem.  Good luck!! 

 
1327625 I strongly supported auctioning one tag, however that price is wayyyyy out of my 

budget. I don’t like the fact that out-of-staters will be allowed to bid, but it is ALL for 
the sheep (right). Thanks for the great work that you do for all the wildlife in SD; 
however, I do think that the cat problem is out of control in the western part of the 
state. Hunted elk in the park in 2011, (6x6 bull) the herd is in sadddd shape. Sorry 
for the soap box speech, thanks again 

 
1333965 Only residents of SD can bid on the tags. also kill more cat that’s why we have no 

big game. 
 
1350612 very good idea for an auction tag anything to help the population and tag numbers 

sum day. 
 
1352461 ...would support an annual auction of one tag only until the program gets back on 

its feet and can be sustained by the normal draw process... 
1367447 keep up the good work. Hope this helps. 
 
1404982 I recognize that open auction will raise the most money for the sheep population.   I 

think we can challenge the resident hunters with a second tag for residents.  When 
numbers permit a 3 ram harvest, the third tag could be on a resident draw with a 
modest application fee in addition to the processing cost.       I would certainly like 
to be involved on this project.     

 
1417126 I believe that the game fish and parks should allow fnaws to manage the whole 

situation. They know what they're doing. I question if our state people have the 
expertise to handle this species. Oh ya, kill more lions! Somebody better get a 
management plan together for wolves because they're coming. 

 
1419709 need to work together and build the herd then see if we can justify hunting them. 
 
1419781 More Public Land and Game Production Units are needed in South Dakota! 
 
1424455 IF ONLY ONE TAG IS AUCTIONED, I WOULD PREFER IT BE FOR RESIDENT 

ONLY. I ALSO BELIEVE TWO SHOULD BE OFFERED AS THE EXTREMELY 
WEALTHY WILL GET THE AUCTIONED ONE, BUT THE SECOND ONE COULD 
STILL BE A DRAW WHERE EVERYONE HAS THE SAME CHANCE TO OBTAIN 
IT. IT COULD STILL RAISE REVENUE BY SIMPLY KEEPING THE MONETARY 
SUM FOR ENTERING THE DRAW FROM THOSE WHO WOULD APPLY, WHICH 
WOULD BE SEVERAL AS YOU REALIZE. 

 
1424915 Selling tags and letting big money non-residents is a very slippery slope.  We must 

be very careful to protect the average SD sportsmen from being priced out of the 
game.  Proceed with caution! 

 
1424938 Having indicated in this survey that I strongly support a tag being auctioned to raise 

money for sheep management I feel it is important to add that in no way, shape or 
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form will I be able to afford to bid on such a tag.  Another point that should be 
made is that the person who purchases such a tag at auction will undoubtedly hire 
a guide to help them get the best ram possible (for the money they spent), which 
will further help the local economy. 

 
1431651 I feel that if you want more big horn sheep in South Dakota we need to spend a 

majority of the money on bringing more to the state by relocation from other states, 
as well as figuring out what is killing a majority of the sheep.  Keep the bureaucracy 
out of it and spend the money on the sheep.  Kill more of the predators that are 
eating the sheep.  In Arizona they watch for predation and at many times will kill a 
particular mountain lion that is killing them.  Quit wasting money on hiring more 
employees and doing more research and do what other states have done to have 
success. 

 
1432551 This practice has proven successful in other states; we should proactively pursue 

this initiative.  Where is the downside? 
 
1433814 Thank you for all you are doing to help the bighorn sheep population. I am 100% 

for doing whatever it takes to sustain a healthy population of bighorn sheep. How 
are you going to improve habitat? My understanding is that sheep like high 
elevations, and steep rocky areas. You can’t just start building mountains can you? 
That is my only concern. What does improving habitat look like? I'm not an expert, 
nor will I ever claim to know more about sheep than you biologists, but it seems to 
me that bringing in more sheep and establishing more herds is the best option. 
This is just one man’s opinion. Thanks again for all you are doing in SD.   

 
1435490 Good morning, As long as you stay true to the resident hunters and keep tag prices 

reasonable, I'm all for generating funds this way. Keep up the good work gang! 
 
1438729 A long as it does not decrease the opportunity for residence of SD to receive a tag 

and does not require purchasing a tag by auction, I am for it. 
 
1441958 I know as you stated that the auction of a tag equates to greater funding.  Has that 

increased funding generated in other states lead directly to an increased number of 
Bighorn Sheep in that state?  If the data suggests that additional funding has 
directly increased the population in other states then I am all for the lottery.  
However, if there is not a strong correlation between the sale of a tag and an 
increase in the population for a given state, then I would be opposed. 

 
1445122 I am not against raising more money for the big horn sheep herd.  I want to make 

sure that the funds are not wasted in the typical governmental fashion.  Please use 
the money conservatively. 

 
1452360 Sirs, This is fine, but you are on the verge of being thoroughly discredited by the 

way you protect mountain lions, to the detriment of the deer and elk populations--
and, maybe, the bighorn sheep population too.  Three tags for elk in Custer State 
Park speak reams.  Your commitment to science is good.  I have a son who is a 
doctor and another son who teaches H.S. biology, so I do not wish to devalue 
science.  But, there is also such a thing as common sense among the rank and file 
of hunters.  Listen to them.   
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1452553 I think we need to keep harvesting lions to help manage the population 
 
1462311 To clarify, the GF&P should state whether the current tag will still be available for 

lottery in addition to the auctioned tag. 
 
1479817 I am in support of the auctioning off a Big Horn Sheep tag as long as the money is 

directly used to benefit the population of the sheep, and also if they still have a 
lottery drawing for the current amount of tags. I believe it would infuriate the 
average hunter if GFP disregarded the current lottery tag and only have a tag 
auctioned off.  Hunting has already become a rich man's game, and auctioning the 
one and only tag to a wealthy hunter would not be fair. 

 
1484134 I think this is a wise choose as long as 100% of the funds go back to the sheep.  I 

would never be able to acquire one of these tags but if people with lots of money 
want to give it to our state for a project like this I fully support it. I do think it’s 
putting a band aid on a broken leg though.  We have to get this lion thing under 
control.  Whether you agree or not I don’t care.  But the fact is they are killing too 
many fawns, calves and lambs. 

 
1485277 I realize I will probably never have the opportunity to hunt big horn sheep in South 

Dakota, but I have had been able to hunt them in other areas and believe they are 
the best big game species to pursue.  Any additional funding that can improve the 
existing sheep population in South Dakota would be worthwhile. 

 
1486821 I think that with the long wait, high number of applicants, and few tags as that a 

general application fee can be increased.  It would create money to use for the 
purpose of management and land purchases when we get a new administration. 

 
1488574 I would like to thank the GFP for the opportunity to provide my opinion on matters 

such as this. Thanks for all you do! 
 
1498480 I'm originally from CA, and they have auction tags for all sorts of big game species 

over there. Included in that are mule deer special hunt tags, elk, and sheep. 
Obviously these tags are oriented to the rich and 95% of South Dakota hunters 
won’t be able to afford it. That bugs me a little because I like things to be a fair shot 
for all, BUT the sheep heard in the hills is sputtering at best and these days, money 
is everything. With some money, expertise, and proper management can increase 
populations which will increase hunting opportunities for all and viewing for the 
general public. I caution getting the general public too involved with management. 
In CA, they have outlawed mountain lion hunting because of a state vote and it 
took the management of that species out of the hands of the wildlife professionals 
who have 4 year degrees to deal with them. Same with the deer herd. There are 
very few doe tags in the state and as a consequence, deer herds are woefully 
biased towards females. The state is afraid to allow the take of does for fear of 
public backlash. Let’s let game fish and parks, sheep organizations take the helm 
here, and I think there will be big gains. 

 
1501225 Do whatever it takes to get more sheep hunting opportunities in this state!!!     
 
1501282 From what I have seen and read the Mountain Lion population is bigger than we 

know and that is a bigger problem for Sheep than land that they can live on. We 
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need to focus more on the Mountain Lion population and it's devastation on sheep, 
elk and deer. Thank you for the survey and your time and all the hard work done by 
the SD GF&P! 

 
1503069 Please auction off a tag and work towards new introductions of sheep! 
 
1551373 Open the mountain lion season to nonresidents. Mountain lions and wolves are the 

problem. Not diseases 
 
1552024 I strongly feel that more of your funding should be spent on controlling the 

mountain lion population, which would in turn increase the bighorn sheep 
population. 

 
1552791 I'm originally from the pine ridge area of Nebraska and the auction tags down there 

have done great things to improve sheep habitat and numbers 
 
1552976 My father and I both think the Mountain Lion numbers should be in check before 

any true measurement of numbers of sheep should be estimated and any licenses 
to non-residents are issued, currently it is very hard for to many South Dakotans to 
be able to purchase a license at action for 60 to 80 thousand dollars, currently 
hunting is becoming more of an industry or someone’s job, what it has meant to me 
is a time for some friend to be able to enjoy the camaraderie of each other out in 
the woods or prairies, and the thrill of the hunt, and the great stories. not how much 
it cost to go on a hunt, or how much we have paid for a tag, my dad has me save 
my own money to help pay for my own tags, that alone gives me value in my time 
that I enjoy in the outdoors, we hunt what we can eat and like to eat, we trap and 
hunt varmints for extra money for our license, we fish and like to eat fish but we 
never keep more than we can eat. 

 
1553288 This is exciting news. I am a new resident to SD and an avid wild sheep supporter. 

I have hunted, guided, and managed wild sheep for 30+ years. I have been and 
continue you to be involved with promotion of sheep hunting opportunity for the 
company I manage wildlife for. We have desert bighorn and Rocky Mountain 
Bighorn sheep hunting in New Mexico on private property. The auction tag 
program is a wonderful way to raise awareness and funding resources for an iconic 
and pinnacle big game animal. I will devote my time to help anyway possible. 

 
1553491 need to keep harvesting mountain lions too no nonresident tags after auctions tag 
 
1559877 It is important that the GFP have final say and authority on any decisions related to 

game preservation and that outside money from special interest groups does 
become an influential medium that would limit resident opportunities. 

 
1563948 The auctioned tag should only be eligible to instate South Dakota residents ONLY!  

You might make less money, but the reception of the idea would sell much better in 
the minds of SD hunters.  We have trophy animals.  They need to stay in state. 

 
1565094 I only support this auction if there is still a lottery for those of us who could not 

afford to bid on a high priced tag. 
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1567856 I am concerned with the auction portion of this proposal.  I love the opportunity to 
hunt in South Dakota, and appreciate the fact that the financial cost of the hunt 
does not preclude most people from hunting.    I also am concerned that Doug 
Hofer would be involved in this process.  Doug recently was involved in a land 
purchase by the GFP.  He organized the land purchase and agreed on a price with 
the landowner.  However, prior to the actual sale of the property, Hofer received 
permission to hunt on the property.  This person would not allow anyone to hunt 
the property for many years prior.  I discussed this with the governor's office and it 
was "looked into."   This was deemed acceptable by the GFP as the sale had not 
gone through and the land was still privately owned at the time Hofer hunted it.  
This is an ethical issue that was not addressed by the GFP.  I fear that if this lack 
of ethics is tolerated by the GFP in that situation, it could cause future issues with 
auctions and similar events. 
 

1568580 If we would increase the Mountain Lion harvest to 200 tags per year and let us use 
dogs that would help the Sheep problem also along with the Elk problem. We all 
know there are way way more than 250 Lions in the hills. 

 
1610049 This money raised from this auction needs to go 100% toward this program.  

Typical government programs raise money for one thing and then that money gets 
taken/distributed to other things.  Habitat in the Black Hills is very conducive for the 
Bighorn Sheep herd so I don't feel that much of this money needs to go to that.  It 
needs to go to someone or an organization that knows the best way to 
manage/increase the numbers and put this in place before anything else takes 
place.  You must have a plan heading into this endeavor.  Everyone knows how 
mismanaged the Elk Herd is and this cannot happen with the Bighorn herd if this 
much money is delegated to this program.  The Game and Fish always seems to 
be 1 year behind with their management of Game and Fish in South Dakota.  
Mountain Lion's???????  Whether it is placing an early/special slot limit on a new 
walleye lake in Eastern South Dakota or getting rid of the RIDICULOUS Deer 
Depredation season in January, the Game and Fish MUST stay Proactive not 
Reactive!  I am an Outfitter in North Eastern SD and why not take in some 
information from people like us to determine what should happen next year for 
limits, seasons, etc.  By combining our information with your information, this state 
could be one of the best hunting and fishing states in the nation which in turn 
equates to more revenue.  Thanks for letting me vent.     

 
1610113 rather than only an auction and or do a raffle 
 
1615715 I would be in favor of auctioning off one tag in the interest of creating funds for 

Sheep management.  I am not in favor of funneling more funds toward Bighorn 
Sheep unless it comes from a source outside the GF&P.  The funds they currently 
have are limited and a lot of big game to manage.  Deer and Elk are a bigger 
opportunity for most hunters and should be a top priority.  In my mind the control of 
predators should be the number one priority for any big game management.  The 
populations of Deer, Elk and Sheep have all dropped in the hills and that seems to 
be one of the biggest reasons. 

 
1616826 My only problem with this scenario is auctioning off a bighorn sheep tag to 

nonresidents.  Do residents of SD have some priority in the auction?  Many 
Nonresidents have more financial resources than SD residents and they will easily 
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out bid any SD resident.  So what you are proposing is giving a Nonresident a tag 
to hunt.  I understand this is designed for increasing money to save the population 
and I support it in that way.  I do have a lot of caution about the scenario and 
opening up of things to nonresidents over residents. 

 
1618079 I worry the budget for managing the sheep population will remain unchanged with 

the auction tag money going into the general fund maybe not initially but 
eventually. I don't understand why adding staff will improve the sheep population. 

 
1618637 a nonresident should not get the only tag available for sheep. 

 


