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WILDLIFE DIVISION OFFICES
605.223.7660, TTY: 605.223.7684

Aberdeen: 605.626.2391, 5850 E. Highway 12
Chamberlain: 605.734.4530, 1550 E. King Ave.
Ft. Pierre: 605.223.7700, 20641 SD Hwy 1806
Huron: 605.353.7145, 895 3rd Street SW
Mobridge: 605.845.7814, 909 Lake Front Drive
Pierre: 605.773.3387, 523 E. Capitol Ave.
Rapid City: 605.394.2391, 4130 Adventure Trail
Sioux Falls: 605.362.2700, 4500 S. Oxbow Ave.
Watertown: 605.882.5200, 400 West Kemp
Webster: 605.345.3381, 603 E. 8th Avenue

CONSERVATION OFFICERS
  Tim McCurdy*   605.626.3342

   Nick Cochran  605.626.3340
   Eric Voigt  605.626.3200

  Bill Eastman   605.391.1575
   Casey Dowler   605.881.3775

  Jeff  Grendler   605.688.6120
   Hans Walleser   605.775.2475

   Nate Stukel   605.987.2271
 Steve Rossow*   605.734.4533

   Diana Landegent  605.734.4577
   Brian Ridgway   605.734.4578

   Kyle Lenzner   605.881.3777
 Adam Behnke   605.881.3780

   Ron Tietsort   605.431.7048
   Ross Fees    605.381.3734

  Chad Williams   605.997.2211
  Josh Carr*   605.223.7711

   John Murphy   605.223.7718
  Brad Saltsman  605.765.9739

  Jeff  Edwards   605.381.9995
  D.J. Schroeder   605.381.6438

  Evan Meyer    605.772.4226
   Chris Kuntz    605.353.7146

  Joe Galbraith   605.380.4563
  Shane Van Bockern 605.847.5014

  Keith Mutschler    605.374.7726
  Cody Symens    605.256.5005

   Tom Beck   605.685.6301
Milbank  Jamie Pekelder*    605.881.3778

   Cory Flor   605.853.3644
  Andy Petersen    605.995.8047

  Doug Delaroi  605.845.7814
 Trevor Laine  605.845.7814

   Brian Humphrey   605.387.5603
   Zach Thomsen   605.391.6042

  Lynn Geuke   605.942.7698
Platte   Jeff  Martin  605.337.2488

   Spencer Downey  605.895.2138
 Joe Keeton  605.394.5373

   Josh Brainard*   605.394.6724
   Adam Geigle   605.394.6022

 Josh Vanden Bosch  605.472.5015
   Matt Talbert   605.425.2037

  Jeremy Rakowicz*  605.362.2715
   Jeremy Roe*   605.362.2712
   Jared Hill   605.362.2759

  Dean Shultz   605.881.3773
  Brian Meiers*   605.642.6019

   Mike Apland*   605.642.6057
   Josh Thompson   605.642.6057

   Ryan Pearson   605.391-0836
  Todd Crownover  605.589.3227

  Tony Stokley   605.356.9491
Wall   Vacant 

  Kraig Haase*   605.882.5202
   Tait Anderson   605.882.5392
   Bryce McVicker   605.882.5320

  Austin Norton   605.345.3381
   Blake Swanson   605.345.3381

   Chris Dekker   605.842.0894
  Sam Schelhaas*   605.668.2985

   Dan Altman   605.668.2985

Region 1: Western South Dakota - Jim McCormick, Rapid City 605.394.1658
 Region 2: Central South Dakota - Dale Gates, Ft. Pierre 605.223.7707
 Region 3: Southeast South Dakota - Marty Pennock, Sioux Falls 605.362.2710
 Region 4: Northeast South Dakota - Mike Klosowski, Watertown 605.882.5396Th
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PUBLIC HUNTING SIGNAGE
Game Production Areas are public lands owned by the State of  South Dakota and managed by the Department of  Game, Fish 

Federal Aid money provided by a tax on hunting equipment sales.  South Dakota has approximately 720 Game Production 
Areas, totaling more than 282,000 acres.  The property taxes are paid with sportsmen’s’ license fee money.  

Walk-In Areas are lands owned by private individuals as working farms and ranches that are leased for public hunting access 
by the South Dakota Department of  Game, Fish and Parks. Money from the sale of  hunting licenses and Federal Aid money 
from a tax on hunting equipment sales is used to pay the leases. No permission is needed to hunt these areas and there is NO 
DRIVING on these areas except on designated trails which are marked with signs. There are over 1.2 million acres in the 
Walk-In Area program. Please remember these are privately owned lands and your actions while hunting them can determine 
if  they are open to public hunting in the future.              

who have enrolled them in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) and signed a lease agreement with South Dakota 

Watershed. These lands were enrolled in the program starting at various times between 2010 and 2013 and will be in CREP 
for 10 to 15 years.  Most of  these areas have excellent wildlife habitat established. Over 81,000 acres of  CREP will be open to 
public hunting this fall.    

Cooperative Hunting Access Areas are owned by private individuals as working farms and ranches that are leased for public 
hunting access by the South Dakota Department of  Game, Fish and Parks. These leases are paid for with money from the 
sale of  hunting licenses and Federal Aid money from a tax on hunting equipment sales. No permission is needed to hunt 

retrieve waterfowl decoys. Hunters with a disabled hunting permit are also allowed to drive on these areas to hunt any game.  

private lands and your actions while hunting these lands can determine if  that area is open to public hunting in the future.        
       

CHAP areas are lands owned by private individuals as working farms and ranches that are leased for public hunting access by 
the South Dakota Department of  Game, Fish and Parks primarily for big game hunting. Landowners are paid based on the 
number of  hunters that use their land. It is important that hunters who use a CHAP area complete the registration slip and 
drop it in the self-service box so they are counted.  Lease payments are paid with money from hunting license sales. Please 
remember these are private lands and your actions while hunting these lands can determine if  that area is open to public 
hunting in the future.       

Waterfowl production areas are owned by the United States Fish and Wildlife Service. These areas open to public hunting and 
are managed for the production of  waterfowl, but provide habitat for other wildlife as well. There are 1,000 WPAs in South 
Dakota, totaling nearly 150,000 acres.  

Non-Toxic Shot Required For: WATERFOWL & SMALL GAME

Non-Toxic Shot Required For: WATERFOWL

Non-Toxic Shot Required For: WATERFOWL

Non-Toxic Shot Required For: WATERFOWL

Non-Toxic Shot Required For: WATERFOWL

Non-Toxic Shot Required For: WATERFOWL & SMALL GAME
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USFWS national wildlife refuges are owned by the United States Fish and Wildlife Service. These areas are closed to 

hunting and trapping handbook and/or contact the refuge headquarters for more details about what hunting is allowed.         

The Bureau of  Land Management manages over 274,000 surface acres and around 1.5 million acres of  subsurface 
mineral rights in South Dakota. These lands are open to public hunting. The majority of  the surface acres are located 
west of  the Missouri River in 13 counties.  Butte County in western South Dakota has about 145,000 acres. A majority 
of  the vegetation on BLM lands is prairie grassland or juniper woodlands. These lands are managed for livestock grazing, 
mineral extraction, forest management, and recreation if  public access exists.   

The United States Forest Service manages over 2 million acres in the Black Hills and Custer National Forests and three 

The National Grasslands and Forests are not solid blocks of  land; rather, they are intermingled with other federal, state, 
and privately owned lands. Many people hunt the Black Hills National Forest for turkey, deer, and elk (Resident only).  
Turkey and deer are also common throughout the Custer National Forest. The National Grasslands offer hunters the 
opportunity for antelope, deer, coyotes, prairie chickens, sharp-tailed grouse, pheasants, turkeys, and prairie dogs.  

lands must be legally accessed.  In most cases they are not posted with signs.  Anyone crossing private land to reach 
school land must have the permission of  the private landowner.  Off-road vehicle use is prohibited.  No person may 
engage in hunting in any standing, unharvested crops on any school and public lands, unless the crop is designated 
for conservation or wildlife habitat.  Public use of  these lands is a privilege.  If  this privilege is abused, public use of  
school lands may be restricted.  

 
The Elk Hunting Access (EHA) program began in 2006 in response to a large volume of  elk depredation complaints 
in the southern Hills near Wind Cave National Park. GFP developed the program to increase hunter harvest; 

include all Black Hills elk hunting units. Access to the property (how many, when, and where) is controlled by the 
enrolled landowner. This allows the hunting to take place where the best chance of  success is, as well as with the best 
chance to diminish elk depredation. GFP does not sign the boundaries (as with walk-in areas), nor are maps made 
available of  the enrolled properties. GFP does provide the contact information for participating landowners upon 
request. License holders are responsible for making contact with the landowner, and making arrangements to hunt the 
enrolled property. Request this information by calling 605.394.2391.

Non-Toxic Shot Required For: WATERFOWL & SMALL GAME

Non-Toxic Shot Required For: WATERFOWL

Non-Toxic Shot Required For: WATERFOWL

Non-Toxic Shot Required For: WATERFOWL
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South Dakota is home to a great variety of  
game species, with the most popular species 
recognized in these distribution maps.

Other species not shown include: morning 
dove, cottontail rabbit, jackrabbit, squirrel, 
bobwhite quail, partridge, elk, bighorn 
sheep, mountain goat and more.

Don’t limit yourself  to just these game 
animals. Get outdoors and enjoy all the 
hunting opportunities that South Dakota 
has to offer! 

For more detailed information, visit our 
website at 

SPECIES IDENTIFICATION AND GENERAL DISTRIBUTION
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WALK-IN AREA RULES
Changes can occur in the status of  a Walk-In Area at any time. Check for updates and changes since the Hunting atlas was printed 
on the Game, Fish and Parks (GFP) website , then under “Hunting,” click on “Public Hunting Maps,” then click on “Public 
Hunting Atlas” then “Hunting Atlas Updates.”  

Vehicle travel is limited to designated parking areas, and only designated and signed trails.

are not included in the contracts and are prohibited. Trapping requires landowner permission.  

Many Walk-In Areas are under a one-year contract. An individual hunter’s 

 Private 
lands open as Walk-In Areas have been lost because inconsiderate individuals have left carcasses and gut piles in parking areas and 

Hunters must respect the landowner and their private property. Don’t hunt around buildings and 
livestock, and always be certain of  your target and what lies beyond your shot.  

At the request of  the landowner, some Walk-In 

 While hunting 

Entry before listed date may be prosecuted as trespassing.  

Many times the purpose of  enrolling a Walk-In Area is a landowner’s desire to reduce contact with hunters, taking valuable time away 
from a landowner’s normal business activities.   

 Signs mark the actual boundaries of  public and private leased hunting areas. Make sure the land you are entering 
is posted with Walk-In Area, Game Production Area, Waterfowl Production Area, or other signs denoting it as public hunting area. In 
cases where other public land is depicted in this publication, we encourage you to check with maps from that agency to be aware of  
the current status of  these parcels of  land.  

for hunting purposes according 
to the seasons and regulations listed in the Hunting and Trapping Handbook. 

  On occasion, lands enrolled as Walk-In Areas may be removed from the program at the landowner’s request or due to poor habitat 
conditions. Some Walk-In Areas in this publication are complexes of  small tracts in close proximity to one another, and in these 
cases they are depicted as large contiguous blocks. Make sure the land you are entering is posted with Walk-In Area signs like the one 
depicted on page 4 of  this publication.

f  
es 

g 
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CONTROLLED HUNTING ACCESS PROGRAM (CHAP)
CHAP is a cooperative effort between private landowners and Game, Fish and Parks (GFP) to open up additional private land to 
public hunting.    

Lands enrolled in CHAP do not function like lands enrolled in Walk-In Area program. Hunters using CHAP areas are required to 
check in with the landowner or at a self-serve check-in box or on-line in order to obtain a necessary permission slip. When all of  
the available permission slips are gone for a particular date, no additional hunters will be allowed for that date. Additionally, most 
CHAP areas have restrictions, so hunters need to be aware of  and observe these restrictions. It is important that hunters properly 
check in as required, because a landowner’s CHAP area access payment is based on hunter use rather than acres enrolled.

Rules for all CHAPS
1 No littering 
2 No camping
3 No alcohol 
4 No fires 
5 No smoking

CHAP ID County CHAP Name Acres Map Sheet

01B Minnehaha Dyar Youth 29 25

RULES: 
1. Dyar Youth CHAP is open to youth hunters 18 years of age or 

younger only. Youth hunters must be accompanied by an unarmed 
parent or legal guardian.

2. Hunting allowed for white-tailed deer, turkeys, doves and small 
game.

3. A maximum of two hunters per day allowed.
4. Dyar Youth CHAP will be closed on Tuesday, Wednesday and 

Thursday throughout the hunting season.
5. Permission to access the Dyar Youth CHAP is granted through 

Falls by calling 605.362.2700, Monday through Friday from 8:00 
a.m. - 5:00 p.m., Central Time.

CHAP ID County CHAP Name Acres Map Sheet

01C Minnehaha Benson 96 25

RULES: 
1. Hunting allowed for white-tailed deer, turkeys and small game.
2. A maximum of four hunters per day allowed.
3. Self-check in box available (no reservations). Permission granted 

RULES: 
1. Area is closed from November 14 - 27.
2. Open only to youth hunters 18 years of age or younger.
3. Hunter allowed for ANTLERLESS deer only.
4. A maximum of four hunters per day allowed.
5. NO tree stands allowed, only ground blinds may be used.
6. NO turkey, small game, or predator hunting.
7. Permission to access is granted only through the on-line 

registration system at apps.sd.gov/gf83controlledhunting/Login.
aspx

CHAP ID County CHAP Name Acres Map Sheet

07B Yankton Koletzky 160 32

CHAP ID County CHAP Name Acres Map Sheet

21D Custer Spring Valley 874 21

CHAP ID County CHAP Name Acres Map Sheet

27P Fall River Staben 5,500 26

RULES: 
1. Hunting allowed for elk, mule and white-tailed deer, antelope, 

turkeys and mountain lion.  
2. Check-in and check-out at ranch headquarters, no 

reservations.  
3. 

R
1.

2.

R
1
2
3
re
L

R
1.
2.

3.

4.

RULES: 
1. Permission slips can be acquired by contacting John Staben at 

605.890.2155.
2. 
3. Hunting allowed for mule and white-tailed deer, antelope, turkey, 

pheasant, grouse and waterfowl.
4. No dove hunting. 

For additional information and detailed maps:
gfp.sd.gov/wildlife/private-land/chap.aspx

P

Ph
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CHAP ID County CHAP Name Acres Map Sheet

35A Harding Niemi Ranch 9,920 1

CHAP ID County CHAP Name Acres Map Sheet

39A Jackson Williams Ranch 1,392 22

RULES: 
1. Permission slips can be acquired from the self-check in 

boxes.  
2. Hunting allowed for mule and white-tailed deer, antelope, small 

game and turkey. 

RULES: 
1. Hunting allowed for white-tailed deer, turkey and small game.
2. A maximum of four hunters per day allowed.
3. Self-check in box available (no reservations). Permission 

RULES: 
1. Hunting allowed for white-tailed deer and furbearers/predators.
2. A maximum of 4 hunters per day allowed.
3. Permission to access the Perry CHAP is granted through on-line 
registration system only at apps.sd.gov/GF83ControlledHunting/
LogIn.aspx

RULES: 
1. 
2. 

3. Hunting allowed for elk, mule and white-tailed deer, turkey, 
mountain lions and predators.  

4. Reservations are taken at the ranch prior to the hunting season.

RULES: 
1. 

and antelope reservations are usually booked as soon as 
licenses are issued.  

CHAP ID County CHAP Name Acres Map Sheet

49P Meade Snyder Ranch 2,400 16

CHAP ID County CHAP Name Acres Map Sheet

52B Moody Doyle 51 20

CHAP ID County CHAP Name Acres Map Sheet

61A Turner Schroeder 585 25

Public Hunting Atlas Page 9

Photo © Sam Stukel



HEADER
This Hunting Atlas shows all public lands in South Dakota 
and private lands leased for public hunting: Conservation 
Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP), Controlled Hunting 
Access program (CHAP) and Walk-In Areas (WIA). The 
public lands depicted in the maps are separated into two 
categories; state and federal. The federal lands shown are 
owned and managed by U.S. Forest Service (USFS), Bureau 
of  Land Management (BLM), Bureau of  Reclamation (BOR), 
Fish and Wildlife Service and the National Park Service 
(NPS). All of  the lands are open to public hunting except 
NPS property. Some federal lands may have other restrictions 

most current information. The state owned lands are School 
and Public Lands (SPL), Game Production Areas and South 
Dakota Parks and Recreation Areas (SD Parks). South Dakota 
Game, Fish and Parks manage the GPA and SD Park land 
and SPL is managed through South Dakota School and Public 
Lands department.   

The Hunting Atlas is broken into 32 map sheets each 
spanning across two pages. . 
The current map sheet is highlighted in red; you can use the 
numbers on the overview map to navigate to the desired map 
sheet. There is also a large index of  the map sheets located 
on the back of  the atlas. . It will have all 
of  the federal, state and private lands open to public hunting. 

that contains text about what CHAP areas may be on that 
page and if  there are any WIA’s with special rules located on 
that map sheet. This text will only be visible if  those features 
exist on the map sheet. 

. If  a WIA has any special rules it will be outlined in 
Red and have a number representing the rule for that area. 
EXCEPTION: WIA’s with rule #8 applied will have a BLUE 
outline rather than a number within its boundaries CHAP 

. CHAP area rules can be found on pages eight 
and nine, the text on the bottom of  the map sheet will list 
the CHAP areas if  any. There are four South Dakota State 
University (SDSU) research stations open to public hunting. 
Information about SDSU Research stations open to public 
hunting will be displayed if  any are on the map. For more 
information about these areas refer to page four of  your 
Hunting Atlas. . The type of  federal and state 
refuges are listed. Each map sheet has about a two mile 
overlapped with the next page; if  you are on the edge of  a 

adjoining map sheet. This applies to east and west as well as 
north and south adjoining map sheets. 
 

gfp.sd.gov/hunting/areas/maps/
updates.aspx
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BIA External Indian Reservation Boundaries. Boundary line may contain a gray line when a Reservation boundary overlaps a 
county line. State hunting licenses are valid only on private deeded lands within the exterior boundaries of Indian Reservations. 

South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks (GFP) Parks and Recreation Lands (some Parks and Recreation Lands are closed to hunting 
or have special restrictions - please consult Park Restrictions and Exceptions of the Hunting Handbook)

South Daktoa State University (SDSU) Research Unit limited hunting access by permission only. To obtain permission to hunt 
SDSU research stations, hunters will need to contact the ranch manager at the ranch listed here with the corresponding area ID on 

for information.

 (C)* SDSU Oak Lake - Nells Troelstrup at 605.688.5503. Limited to black powder hunting only.
 (D)* SDSU Ft. Meade RS - Archery Hunting Only

Several of  the public lands require nontoxic shot for all shotgun hunting of  small game. See the 2016 Hunting Handbook for details 
on the Nontoxic Shot regulations.

Most of  the federal lands depicted in this guide are not posted with boundary signs or fences. Additionally, federal lands depicted 
may have been sold or errors may exist in the data. For these reasons, map users should consult with the appropriate federal agency 
for current ownership information.

For more information on School and Public Lands, please go to 
605.773.3303.

* NOTE: National Forests and Grasslands in South Dakota now have Motorized Travel Plans in effect. If  you are 

and if  seasonal restrictions apply. New roads, trails and areas have been developed and some roads, trails and areas you 
may have used in the past may be closed to public use. Recreation fees may apply. 

Visit 
Maps will be available for downloading to a printer and we hope to eventually have the maps available for GIS/GPS 
purposes.

MAP LEGEND
Missouri River Waterfowl Refuge
- refuge with closed season for all migratory waterfowl

State Game Bird Refuge
- refuge with closed season for all birds

State Game Refuge
- refuge with closed season for all birds and animals

Waterfowl Refuge
- refuge with closed season for all migratory waterfowl

1

2

3

4

STATE REFUGES

For more information on State Refuges, visit:
legis.state.sd.us/rules/DisplayRule.aspx?Rule=41:05:02

Interstate Hwy

US Hwy

State Hwy

Gravel or 
Graded & Maintained

Paved Road

Minimum Maintenance

City or Subdivision
Street

Railroad

City Limits

County Boundary

Section Corner

Water Body (Lake or Marsh)

Stream, River or Drainage
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