
Public Comments on Current Wild Turkey Plan 

1. 

My name is Robert Foote and I was born & raised on a farm in NE South Dakota until I was 
drafted and sent to Vietnam.  In my youth, I enjoyed hunting with my family and friends.  As a 
senior now and living in California, I still return to SoDak to hunt with my family and friends.  In 
2012 and 2013 my wife and I were honored to be able to hunt turkey (and other wildlife) in Marshall 
County.  I was lucky to get two turkeys and my wife got one.  We were both very happy to enjoy this 
opportunity.  My wife being a limited hunter, shot her first turkey and cooked it for the family to eat 
on Thanksgiving day.  She was so thrilled & proud to have gotten a turkey and loves to tell her 
success story over and over.  Me too of course but not to the extent that she does.  I agree that the 
SoDak landowners deserves first choice opportunities because of their efforts to provide food, 
habitat, water and security for the birds.  As far as the SoDak non-landowners go, I don’t see much 
difference between them and the non-resident hunters.  Both contribute monetarily with licensing 
fees and support the economy of SoDak.  But, the non-resident hunters brings by far more money 
to State’s economy!  For that reason, I feel that the non-resident deserves similar opportunities to 
the turkey harvest as does the state’s non-landowners.  No one really owns the turkeys and everyone 
deserves the right to take part in the hunt of the Lord’s turkey crop.  If there is a limited number of 
birds, no hunter should be allowed more than one bird and if there are good bird counts no 
hunter should be allowed to harvest more than two birds statewide including all forms of harvest 
methods (rifle, shotgun, pistol, bow/arrow, etc.).  As we know, there is and will always be a limited 
number of turkeys and everyone should have an opportunity to hunt this unique and beautiful bird.   

I want to thank you for allowing me the opportunity to share my opinion and supply input related to 
the SoDak turkey hunting.  If for some reason, someone wishes to call me from the wild turkey 
management team to get input related to non-resident hunting, please feel free to call me.  My wife 
and I have always loved coming back to SoDak, so in 2013 we purchased property and built a 
vacation home in Marshall County.  Good luck and keep up the good work that you are doing with 
this beautiful natural resource.  Robert Foote (562-447-0166) 

========================================================== 

2. 
 
The turkey management from 2005 to 2014 has been very poor in Turner County. I remember the 
very first season tags were available (around 2003 or 2004): There were 10 licenses/tags available (I 
was one of the lucky ones to draw and had success!). Then it went to 40 (and my brother, brother-
in-law, and father all had success). Then it went to 60. Some of us applied, but couldn't find a bird. 
Rather we kept running into other hunters. Success rates started plummeting and 1st time 
applications soon followed. The flock had been overhunted in such a short time frame. What had 
taken years to build was more or less ruined in 3 or 4 seasons. As we go forward, I strongly urge you 
to watch the tag allotment. I would rather have 10-20 tags/year and people be turned down and 
given preference points, than to watch the flock and hunter interest drop as much as it has.  

========================================================== 



3. 
 
I am not satisfied with the efforts to expand the quantity of wild turkeys in Easter SD and 
specifically McCook County.  
 
While I see wild turkeys every day in McCook county evidently there are not enough to hunt 
because the are no licenses available.  
 
The Vermillion river valley has the potential to hold a large turkey population. I would be in support 
of diverting walleye and pheasant to expand the turkey populations in eastern SD. 
 
In addition I would like to comment on the state of pheasants. Pheasant hunting in eastern SD has 
failed. It is no longer a sport for the average sportsman as I cannot afford to pay $800 a day. 
Hunting public land in the past ten years has only allowed us 1 shot at a rooster. I firmly believe the 
state should abandon all efforts at managing pheasants and leave it to the commercial operations. 
Use all money wasted on pheasants to support another program which ca still be saved such as 
turkeys or furbearers.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide input. 
Jason Vollmer 
45125 Hawk Drive 
Montrose SD 

========================================================== 

4. 

1. I would like to see the turkey season begin in latter April and run through the month of May 
only if doing so would not negatively impact the biology of the turkey mating/nesting 
season. 
I know no one controls the weather but I do feel that by having an extra weekend or 
possibly two, after the kids are out of school, allows additional opportunity for families who 
are cut short by inclement weather and/or school schedules during the season as is. 
If biologically negligible, I feel it would be greatly appreciated by families introducing 
youngsters to turkey hunting to see the season extend beyond the school release date. 
 

2. Just my opinion, and to each their own, but I strongly wish rifles would be removed from 
the list of legal weapons for hunting turkeys. In my opinion, the essence of turkey hunting is 
drawing the birds into range to be effectively harvested with a shotgun or a bow. Gunning 
down birds from a couple hundred yards out is turkey shooting, no different than shooting 
prairie dogs, just my opinion. I have been very fortunate to enjoy the privilege of hunting 
turkeys on a private ranch; however, on more than one occasion, we have also been very 
fortunate to survive a rifle blast or two into the decoys from a nearby road. We have 
adjusted our setups and learned to never set up in sight of a road again. I realize that whether 
or not a rifle is a legal weapon probably does not stop that type of “hunter” from doing what 
they do, trespassing and all,  but I can honestly say that I will not hunt turkeys on public land 
where rifles are legal weapons for hunting turkeys. Turkey hunting involves decoys, calling, 



and concealment…all of which can get you killed when no one knows who and where 
everyone is at out on a chunk of public hunting ground and rifles are in play, with no blaze 
orange requirements to distinguish anyone from anything. I strongly believe rifles and the 
essence of true turkey hunting do not mix and for safety reasons alone, rifles have no place 
in the turkey woods, just my opinion. 

 
3. I understand that the fall turkey season is a tool to help moderate turkey depredation. I also 

realize that revenue is generated from the sale of fall turkey licenses. In times of abundant 
turkey populations, perhaps too abundant as in depredation situations, a fall season is 
warranted and provides a waiting deer hunter the opportunity to blast a turkey as it walks by 
as well. It is has been my observation, however, that at least in the areas I have the privilege 
of hunting turkeys, the populations seem anything but abundant in comparison to what they 
have been in the past. I am not alone in this observation and it is also reinforced with the 
reduction in licenses issued as well as the type of license changing from two any wild turkeys 
to single male turkey tags. If the population has fallen to a level that warrants that type of 
reduction, in my opinion, a fall turkey season is not warranted. I oppose fall turkey shooting 
in general, that is just my opinion. I do not acknowledge knocking turkeys over with the deer 
rifle as turkey hunting, again, just my opinion. I find it hard to believe that much value 
remains in terms of table fare after shooting a turkey with a high velocity centerfire deer rifle. 
I will acknowledge that to shoot a turkey correctly, minimizing damage to the table fare, at a 
long distance could be quite challenging if that is actually how they do it but I am guessing 
that more often than not, it is not. I do not have the data to support just how much of an 
impact the fall turkey season has on the numbers of turkeys available for the traditional, 
spring turkey season. Common sense tells me that it does but to what extent I cannot 
quantify. If numbers are down to begin with, it certainly does not help. 

 
 In my perfect world, we would only hunt male turkeys in the spring of the year with 
 shotguns and/or bows. It is not my perfect world;  however, and I thank you for the 
 opportunity to  express my opinion. I thank you for all the Department has done to provide 
 the turkey hunting opportunities and privileges we have in South Dakota as they are second 
 to none in this part of  the country. It is my hope, through this process, that will only get 
 better. Thank you. 
 
 Sincerely, 
 
 Greg Otkin 
 
========================================================== 
 
5. 
 
After many years of turkey hunting in South Dakota, I would like the season extended until the end 
of May for the following reasons.   
 
Key points of why it would be in the best interest for spring turkey hunters and the State of South 
Dakota, GF&P.  
 



1. Unpredictability of the spring weather:  You will get at least 1 weekend or 2 that your 
planned a hunting trip, only to get cancelled due to rain, snow or wind.  About the time the 
season is over the gobblers are finally starting to respond and work good for the hunters and 
the weather is warming up and sunny.  This spring was ahead of schedule and we thought 
the turkeys might be the same but they have not been and are still with hens.  

2. School gets out mid-May, would be nice to take your kid or mentored hunter out during the 
week and the last 2 weekends in May when the weather is nice. This would be great bonding 
time for parents/grandparents and their kids to hunt.   

3. 4 out of 8 states I checked in the midwest have spring turkey seasons that go a week or two 
longer than South Dakota and end May 24th or May 31st.  

4. If you are concerned about turkey harvest, consider shortening up the fall turkey hunting 
season.   

 
I believe extending the spring turkey season would only benefit the kids, residents and non-residents 
hunting in SD.   
 
I have spoke with many turkey hunters and they all agree that extending the season would be a good 
idea. 
 
Thanks for your consideration.  
 
Jeff Gutenkauf 
 

 


