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PUBLIC HUNTING SIGNAGE
Game Production Areas
Game Production Areas are public lands owned by the State of  South Dakota and managed by the 
Department of  Game, Fish and Parks for the benefit of  all wildlife species. These lands are purchased with 
money from the sale of  hunting licenses and Federal Aid money provided by a tax on hunting equipment 
sales.  South Dakota has approximately 730 Game Production Areas, totaling more than 281,000 acres.  The 
property taxes are paid with sportsmen’s’ license fee money.

Walk-In Areas
Walk-In Areas are lands owned by private individuals as working farms and ranches that are leased for 
public hunting access by the South Dakota Department of  Game, Fish and Parks. Money from the sale 
of  hunting licenses and Federal Aid money from a tax on hunting equipment sales is used to pay the 
leases.  No permission is needed to hunt these areas and there is NO DRIVING on these areas except on 
designated trails which are marked with signs. There are over 1.2 million acres in the Walk-In Area program.  
Please remember these are privately owned lands and your actions while hunting them can determine if  they 
are open to public hunting in the future.       

Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP)
Lands in CREP are open year round to public hunting and fishing access. CREP lands are owned by 
private individuals who have enrolled them in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) and signed a lease 
agreement with South Dakota Department of  Game, Fish and Parks to provide public hunting and fishing 
access and target habitat in the James River Watershed.  These lands were enrolled in the program starting 
at various times between 2010 and 2013 and will be in CREP for 10 to 15 years.  Most of  these areas have 
excellent wildlife habitat established. Over 81,000 acres of  CREP will be open to public hunting this fall.  
  

Cooperative Hunting Access Areas
Cooperative Hunting Access Areas are owned by private individuals as working farms and ranches that are 
leased for public hunting access by the South Dakota Department of  Game, Fish and Parks. These leases 
are paid for with money from the sale of  hunting licenses and Federal Aid money from a tax on hunting 
equipment sales. No permission is needed to hunt these areas. No hunting is allowed while farm machinery is 
present.  Driving on harvested fields is allowed to place and retrieve waterfowl decoys. Hunters with a disabled 
hunting permit are also allowed to drive on these areas to hunt any game. All other access is foot traffic only.  
These areas are located in the north east part of  South Dakota.  Please remember these are private lands and 
your actions while hunting these lands can determine if  that area is open to public hunting in the future.       

Controlled Hunting Access Program (CHAP)
CHAP areas are lands owned by private individuals as working farms and ranches that are leased for public 
hunting access by the South Dakota Department of  Game, Fish and Parks primarily for big game hunting.  
Landowners are paid based on the number of  hunters that use their land. It is important that hunters who 
use a CHAP area complete the registration slip and drop it in the self-service box so they are counted.  
Lease payments are paid with money from hunting license sales.  Please remember these are private lands 
and your actions while hunting these lands can determine if  that area is open to public hunting in the future.

Waterfowl Production Areas (WPA)
Waterfowl production areas are owned by the United States Fish and Wildlife Service. These areas open to 
public hunting and are managed for the production of  waterfowl, but provide habitat for other wildlife as 
well. There are 1,000 WPAs in South Dakota, totaling nearly 150,000 acres.  

USFWS Wildlife Refuges
USFWS national wildlife refuges are owned by the United States Fish and Wildlife Service. These areas are 
closed to most hunting; however some allow deer and small game hunting with restrictions and specific 
seasons.  Please read the hunting and trapping handbook and/or contact the refuge headquarters for more 
details about what hunting is allowed.        

Bureau of  Land Management (BLM)
The Bureau of  Land Management manages over 274,000 surface acres and around 1.5 million acres of  
subsurface mineral rights in South Dakota. These lands are open to public hunting. The majority of  
the surface acres are located west of  the Missouri River in 13 counties. Butte County in western South 
Dakota has about 145,000 acres. A majority of  the vegetation on BLM lands is prairie grassland or juniper 
woodlands.  These lands are managed for livestock grazing, mineral extraction, forest management, and 
recreation if  public access exists.  

Forest Service 
The United States Forest Service manages over 2 million acres in the Black Hills and Custer National Forests 
and three national grassland units; Buffalo Gap, Fort Pierre, and Grand River. These are all open to public 
hunting and fishing. The National Grasslands and Forests are not solid blocks of  land; rather, they are 
intermingled with other federal, state, and privately owned lands. Many people hunt the Black Hills National 
Forest for turkey, deer, and elk (Resident only). Turkey and deer are also common throughout the Custer 
National Forest. The National Grasslands offer hunters the opportunity for antelope, deer, coyotes, prairie 
chickens, sharp-tailed grouse, pheasants, turkeys, and prairie dogs.  

School & Public Lands
The South Dakota Office of  School and Public Lands manages over 750,000 acres of  land.  The majority of  
this land is located in the western half  of  the state. School lands are available to the public for hunting and 
fishing. These lands must be legally accessed. In most cases they are not posted with signs. Anyone crossing 
private land to reach school land must have the permission of  the private landowner. Off-road vehicle use is 
prohibited. No person may engage in hunting in any standing, unharvested crops on any school and public 
lands, unless the crop is designated for conservation or wildlife habitat. Public use of  these lands is a privilege.  
If  this privilege is abused, public use of  school lands may be restricted.  
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WALK-IN AREA RULES
Changes can occur in the status of  a Walk-In Area at any time. Check for updates and changes since the Hunting atlas was printed on 
the Game, Fish and Parks (GFP) website at gfp.sd.gov, then under “Hunting;” click on “Public Hunting Maps;” then click on “Public 
Hunting Atlas” then “Hunting Atlas Updates.”
 
1. Walk-In Areas are for foot travel only. Vehicle travel is limited to designated parking areas, and only designated and signed trails.

2. Walk-In Areas are for hunting only. Other activities such as target shooting, camping, horseback riding, fishing, or dog training 
are not included in the contracts and are prohibited. Trapping requires landowner permission.  

3. Hunters must be ethical, courteous, and safe. Many Walk-In Areas are under a one-year contract. An individual hunter’s 
behavior while on a Walk-In Area may influence a landowner’s decision to continue enrolling their land in the Walk-In Area program. 

4.	Do	not	leave	carcasses	in	the	field	or	next	to	roads	and	parking	areas	of 	Walk-In	Areas	or	any	other	public	land.	Private 
lands open as Walk-In Areas have been lost because inconsiderate individuals have left carcasses and gut piles in parking areas and 
along roads. When field dressing harvested animals, gut piles should be disposed of  away from highly visible areas.  

5. Allow a wide safety buffer. Hunters must respect the landowner and their private property. Don’t hunt around buildings and 
livestock, and always be certain of  your target and what lies beyond your shot. 

6. Hunters must observe all special restrictions placed on a Walk-In Area. At the request of  the landowner, some Walk-In 
Areas may have additional restrictions. These restrictions are denoted by a number on the Walk-In Area and defined at the bottom of  
the map page. Failure to observe the listed restrictions may result in a fine and possible landowner withdrawal from the program.  

7.	Walk-In	Areas	with	unharvested	crops:	Walk-In	Areas	often	contain	un-harvested	(standing)	crop	fields.	While hunting 
is normally allowed in un-harvested crop fields, at times GFP has agreed to delay access to specific crop fields at the request of  the 
landowner. Such fields are posted with GFP “No Hunting in Unharvested Crops” signs. However, hunters are reminded to make 
every effort not to cause crop damage when hunting in any un-harvested crop fields.   

8. Hunters may not enter “Delayed Opening” Walk-In Areas until the date listed in the restriction and posted on the signs 
at the area. Entry before listed date may be prosecuted as trespassing.   

9. GFP requests that hunters not contact cooperating landowners for the purpose of  hunting other portions of  their land. 
Many times the purpose of  enrolling a Walk-In Area is a landowner’s desire to reduce contact with hunters, taking valuable time away 
from a landowner’s normal business activities.  

10. The maps included in this publication are a guide to mark the approximate locations of  public and private lands open 
to public hunting.  Signs mark the actual boundaries of  public and private leased hunting areas. Make sure the land you are entering 
is posted with Walk-In Area, Game Production Area, Waterfowl Production Area, or other signs denoting it as public hunting area. In 
cases where other public land is depicted in this publication, we encourage you to check with maps from that agency to be aware of  
the current status of  these parcels of  land.  

11. GFP grants permission to enter lands leased by the state under the Walk-In Area program for hunting purposes according 
to the seasons and regulations listed in the Hunting and Trapping Handbook. 

On occasion, lands enrolled as Walk-In Areas may be removed from the program at the landowner’s request or due to poor habitat 
conditions. Some Walk-In Areas in this publication are complexes of  small tracts in close proximity to one another, and in these 
cases they are depicted as large contiguous blocks. Make sure the land you are entering is posted with Walk-In Area signs like the one 
depicted on page four of  this publication.

South Dakota is home to a great variety of  
game species, with the most popular species 
recognized in these distribution maps.

Other species not shown include: morning 
dove, cottontail rabbit, jackrabbit, squirrel, 
bobwhite quail, partridge, elk, bighorn 
sheep, mountain goat and more.

Don’t limit yourself  to just these game 
animals. Get outdoors and enjoy all the 
hunting opportunities that South Dakota 
has to offer! 

For more detailed information, visit our 
website at gfp.sd.gov.

SPECIES IDENTIFICATION AND GENERAL DISTRIBUTION
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CONTROLLED HUNTING ACCESS PROGRAM (CHAP)
CHAP is a cooperative effort between private landowners and Game, Fish and Parks (GFP) to open up additional private land to 
public hunting.    

Lands enrolled in CHAP do not function like lands enrolled in Walk-In Area program. Hunters using CHAP areas are required to 
check in with the landowner or at a self-serve check-in box or on-line in order to obtain a necessary permission slip. When all of  
the available permission slips are gone for a particular date, no additional hunters will be allowed for that date. Additionally, most 
CHAP areas have restrictions, so hunters need to be aware of  and observe these restrictions. It is important that hunters properly 
check in as required, because a landowner’s CHAP area access payment is based on hunter use rather than acres enrolled.
  

Rules for all CHAPS
1 No littering 
2 No camping
3 No alcohol 
4 No fires 
5 No smoking

For additional information and detailed maps:
gfp.sd.gov/wildlife/private-land/chap.aspx

CHAP ID County CHAP Name Acres Map Sheet

01B Minnehaha Dyar Youth 29 25

RULES: 
1. Dyar Youth CHAP is open to youth hunters 18 years of age or younger 
only. Youth hunters must be accompanied by an unarmed parent or legal 
guardian.
2. Hunting allowed for white-tailed deer, turkeys, doves and small game.
3. A maximum of 2 hunters per day allowed.
4. Dyar Youth CHAP will be closed on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 
throughout the hunting season.
5. Permission to access the Dyar Youth CHAP is granted through reservation 
only by contacting the GFP Region 3 office in Sioux Falls by calling 605-362-
2700, Monday through Friday from 8 AM-5 PM, Central Time.

CHAP ID County CHAP Name Acres Map Sheet

01C Minnehaha Benson 96 25

RULES: 
1. Hunting allowed for white-tailed deer, turkeys, and small game.
2. A maximum of 4 hunters per day allowed.
3. Self-check in box available (no reservations). Permission granted 
on a first come, first serve basis.

RULES: 
1.  Area is closed from November 14th to 27th.
2.  Open only to youth hunters 18 years of age or younger.
3.  Hunter allowed for ANTLERLESS deer only.
4.  A maximum of 4 hunters per day allowed.
5.  NO Tree Stands allowed, only ground blinds may be used.
6.  NO Turkey, small game, or predator hunting.
7.  Permission to access is granted online only at 
apps.sd.gov/GF83ControlledHunting/LogIn.aspx.

CHAP ID County CHAP Name Acres Map Sheet

07B Yankton Koletzky 160 32

CHAP ID County CHAP Name Acres Map Sheet

21D Custer Spring Valley 874 21

CHAP ID County CHAP Name Acres Map Sheet

27P Fall River Staben 5,500 26

CHAP ID County CHAP Name Acres Map Sheet

35A Harding Niemi Ranch 9,920 1

CHAP ID County CHAP Name Acres Map Sheet

39A Jackson Williams Ranch 1,392 22

RULES: 
1. Hunting allowed for elk, mule & white-tailed deer, antelope, 
turkeys and mountain lions only.  
2. Check-In and Check-Out at Ranch Headquarters (no 
reservations).  
3. Maximum of 5 hunters per day allowed.

RULES: 
1. Permission slips can be acquired from the Self-Check In boxes.  
2. Hunting allowed for mule & white-tailed deer, antelope, small 
game and turkeys only. 

RULES: 
1. Hunting allowed for white-tailed deer only.
2. A maximum of 4 hunters per day allowed.
3. Permission to access the Larson CHAP only granted through 
online registration system at apps.sd.gov/GF83ControlledHunting/
LogIn.aspx

RULES: 
1. Hunting allowed for white-tailed deer, turkey, and small game.
2. A maximum of 4 hunters per day allowed.
3. Self-check in box available (no reservations). Permission granted 
on a first come, first serve basis.

RULES: 
1. Hunting allowed for white-tailed deer and furbearers/predators.
2. A maximum of 4 hunters per day allowed.
3. Permission to access the Perry CHAP is granted through on-line 
registration system only at apps.sd.gov/GF83ControlledHunting/
LogIn.aspx

RULES: 
1. Area is closed the first week of the firearm elk season.   
2. Hunter use (per day) is limited to: 2 firearm elk hunters; 4 archery 
elk hunters; 8    firearm deer hunters; 5 archery deer hunters; 25 
turkey hunters (both spring and fall).  
3. Hunting allowed for elk, mule & white-tailed deer, turkey, mountain 
lions and predators only.  
4. Reservations are taken at the ranch prior to the hunting season.

RULES: 
1. Rifle deer and antelope hunters must make a reservation by 
calling Gene Williams at 605-433-5469.  In the past, rifle deer and 
antelope reservations are usually booked as soon as licenses are 
issued.  

RULES: 
1.  Permission slips can be acquired by contacting John Staben at 
605-890-2155.
2. Maximum of 5 hunters allowed per day.   
3. Hunting allowed for mule & white-tailed deer, antelope, turkey, 
pheasant, grouse, and waterfowl only.
4.  No Dove Hunting.  

CHAP ID County CHAP Name Acres Map Sheet

42A Kingsbury Larson 320 15

CHAP ID County CHAP Name Acres Map Sheet

49P Meade Snyder Ranch 2,400 16

CHAP ID County CHAP Name Acres Map Sheet

52B Moody Doyle 51 20

CHAP ID County CHAP Name Acres Map Sheet

61A Turner Schroeder 585 25

Photo © Jim Thompson Jr.Photo © Sam StukelPhoto © Sam StukelPhoto © Sam StukelPhoto © Jim Thompson Jr.Photo © Sam Stukel



HEADER
This Hunting Atlas shows all public lands in South Dakota 
and private lands leased for public hunting: Conservation 
Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP), Controlled Hunting 
Access program (CHAP) and Walk-In Areas (WIA). The 
public lands depicted in the maps are separated into two 
categories; state and federal. The federal lands shown are 
owned and managed by U.S. Forest Service (USFS), Bureau 
of  Land Management (BLM), Bureau of  Reclamation (BOR), 
Fish and Wildlife Service and the National Park Service 
(NPS). All of  the lands are open to public hunting except 
NPS property. Some federal lands may have other restrictions 
or specific rules; contact the agency for that area to obtain the 
most current information. The state owned lands are School 
and Public Lands (SPL), Game Production Areas and South 
Dakota Parks and Recreation Areas (SD Parks). South Dakota 
Game, Fish and Parks manage the GPA and SD Park land 
and SPL is managed through South Dakota School and Public 
Lands department.   

The Hunting Atlas is broken into 32 map sheets each 
spanning across two pages. uMAP SHEET OVERVIEW. 
The current map sheet is highlighted in red; you can use the 
numbers on the overview map to navigate to the desired map 
sheet. There is also a large index of  the map sheets located 
on the back of  the atlas. vMAP LEGEND. It will have all 
of  the federal, state and private lands open to public hunting. 
On the bottom left of  the map sheet you will find an area 

that contains text about what CHAP areas may be on that 
page and if  there are any WIA’s with special rules located on 
that map sheet. This text will only be visible if  those features 
exist on the map sheet. wWIA and CREP AREAS w/
RULES. If  a WIA has any special rules it will be outlined in 
Red and have a number representing the rule for that area. 
EXCEPTION: WIA’s with rule #8 applied will have a BLUE 
outline rather than a number within its boundaries xCHAP 
AREAS. CHAP area rules can be found on pages eight 
and nine, the text on the bottom of  the map sheet will list 
the CHAP areas if  any. There are four South Dakota State 
University (SDSU) research stations open to public hunting. 
Information about SDSU Research stations open to public 
hunting will be displayed if  any are on the map. For more 
information about these areas refer to page four of  your 
Hunting Atlas. yREFUGES. The type of  federal and state 
refuges are listed. zEach map sheet has about a two mile 
overlapped with the next page; if  you are on the edge of  a 
map sheet it will be easy to find that same location on the 
adjoining map sheet. This applies to east and west as well as 
north and south adjoining map sheets. 
 NOTE: CREP areas are continuously being signed up year 
round, some WIA and CHAP areas are also signed up after the 
Hunting Atlas is printed. For up-to-date information on the 
available public hunting opportunities go to 
gfp.sd.gov/hunting/areas/maps/updates.aspx
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HUNTING ATLAS FEATURES

BIA External Indian Reservation Boundaries. Boundary line may contain a gray line when a Reservation boundary overlaps a 
county line. State hunting licenses are valid only on private deeded lands within the exterior boundaries of Indian Reservations. 
Persons wishing to hunt on tribal lands must contact the appropriate tribal office for licensing requirements, rules and regulations.

South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks (GFP) Parks and Recreation Lands (some Parks and Recreation Lands are closed to hunting 
or have special restrictions - please consult Park Restrictions and Exceptions of the Hunting Handbook)

South Daktoa State University (SDSU) Research Unit limited hunting access by permission only. To obtain permission to hunt 
SDSU research stations, hunters will need to contact the ranch manager at the ranch listed here with the corresponding area ID on 
the Map Sheet where the research station is located. Travel is limited to foot traffic only and no smoking is allowed. See note below 
for information.
 (A)* SDSU Cottonwood RS - David Gay at 605-386-4445. One hunting party per day first come basis, no reservations
 (B)* SDSU Antelope RS - Doug Young - One hunting party per day first come basis, no reservations
 (C)* SDSU Oak Lake - Nells Troelstrup at 605-688-5503. Limited to black powder hunting only.

Several of  the public lands require nontoxic shot for all shotgun hunting of  small game. See the 2015 Hunting Handbook for details 
on the Nontoxic Shot regulations.

Several of  the Public Lands may have certain types of  restrictions. Restrictions on certain Walk-In Areas can be found on 
the bottom of  the map sheet. For restrictions on other state lands, check your 2015 Hunting Handbook under the Public 
Lands Restrictions, Firearms and Bows in Parks in State Refuges sections. For federal lands, check with the respective 
agency.

Most of  the federal lands depicted in this guide are not posted with boundary signs or fences. Additionally, federal lands depicted may 
have been sold or errors may exist in the data. For these reasons, map users should consult with the appropriate federal agency for 
current ownership information.

For more information on School and Public Lands, please go to sdpubliclands.com or contact the office of  School and Public Lands at 
605-773-3303.

115,000 copies of  this document were printed in 2015 by Breese Journal and Publishing Company at a rate of  $.36 per copy.

* NOTE: National Forests and Grasslands in South Dakota now have Motorized Travel Plans in effect. If  you are 
planning a trip for fishing, hunting or recreation, please contact the local Forest Service office for your hunting unit (or 
other areas you wish to visit) to find out which roads, trails and areas are open for highway and off  road motorized travel 
and if  seasonal restrictions apply. New roads, trails and areas have been developed and some roads, trails and areas you 
may have used in the past may be closed to public use. Recreation fees may apply. 

Visit fs.fed.us/recreation/programs/ohv/ohv_maps.shtml to find all published Forest Service maps across the United States. 
Maps will be available for downloading to a printer and we hope to eventually have the maps available for GIS/GPS 
purposes.

MAP LEGEND
Missouri River Waterfowl Refuge
- refuge with closed season for all migratory waterfowl

State Game Bird Refuge
- refuge with closed season for all birds

State Game Refuge
- refuge with closed season for all birds and animals

Waterfowl Refuge
- refuge with closed season for all migratory waterfowl

1

2

3

4

STATE REFUGES

For more information on State Refuges, visit:
legis.state.sd.us/rules/DisplayRule.

aspx?Rule=41:05:02

Interstate Hwy

US Hwy

State Hwy

Gravel or 
Graded & Maintained

Paved Road

Minimum Maintenance

City or Subdivision
Street

Railroad

City Limits

County Boundary

Section Corner

Water Body (Lake or Marsh)

Stream, River or Drainage
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can be found on pages 8 and 9  
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can be found on pages 8 and 9  
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4 Closed for spring hunting seasons

6 Not Open Until Nov. 1
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State Game Refuge 3

MR Waterfowl 1

  

Type Rule ID Rule Type Map Symbol

Federal Lands Map
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Bureau of Land Management

Waterfowl Production Area

State Lands Map
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Parks and Rec Areas

School and Public
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Access Areas
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CREP

WIA

Ducks Unlimited

  

  Not Applicable for this page
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Waterfowl Production Area
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Type of Refuge Number Map Symbol

State Waterfowl 4
  

Type Rule ID Rule Type Map Symbol

WIA
3 No hunting in unharvested crops

CREP

WIA 1 Archery and shotguns using shotshells only 

Federal Lands Map
Symbol

Waterfowl Production Area

State Lands Map
Symbol

Game Production Areas

Parks and Rec Areas

Public Hunting
Access Areas

Map
Symbol

CHAP

WIA

CREP

Rules for CHAP Areas 01C, 61A, 01B, 
can be found on pages 8 and 9  

    

Tony Dean Enhanced Acres
                                                      

Waterfowl Production Area
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Type of Refuge Number Map Symbol

Not Applicable for this page

Type Rule ID Rule Type Map Symbol

Federal Lands Map
Symbol

Black Hills National Forest

Buffalo Gap National Grassland

Bureau of Land Management

State Lands Map
Symbol

Game Production Areas

Parks and Rec Areas

School and Public

Public Hunting
Access Areas

Map
Symbol

WIA

CHAP

Rules for CHAP Areas 27P, 
can be found on pages 8 and 9  

  Not Applicable for this page
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Cover

2015 SOUTH DAKOTA EARLY 
GOOSE HUNTING SEASONS

AUGUST 
MANAGEMENT TAKE

EARLY 
FALL SEASON

Dates: August 16-31 September 1-30

Open Area:

Brookings, Brown, 
Clark, Codington, 

Day, Deuel, Hamlin, 
Hanson, Hutchinson, 

Grant, Kingsbury, Lake, 
Lincoln, Marshall,     
McCook, Miner,            

Minnehaha, Moody, 
Roberts, Spink, Turner, 
Union and Pennington 

west of the 
Cheyenne River

Unit 1
(visit gfp.sd.gov 
for boundaries)

Residents: Annual small game or combination license

Nonresidents: Not allowed Yes (with lottery 
license)

State Migratory 
Bird Certification 

Required:
Yes

Federal Waterfowl 
Stamp Required: No Yes

Daily Bag Limit: 15
Shooting Hours: 1/2 hour before sunrise to sunset

Donations 
Sponsored by 

Sportsmen 
Against Hunger 
at Participating 

Processors

Yes

Yes, from 
Sept. 1-19. No 
donations after 

those dates.

Get your season 
started early
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PASS-SHOOTING STRIPS AND PITS - NO REGISTRATION REQUIRED
    -Yellow coded lines on map, Pass Shooting Strips/Canal
    -Yellow dots on map, Pass Shooting Pits
  • Designated and marked pits available on a first-come, first-served basis each day.
  • All waterfowl hunters must be within designated pits while hunting. No one is allowed outside of  the pit, except when retrieving 
   downed birds. 
  • Birds downed on adjacent private property may only be picked up through unarmed retrieval.
  • Only one pit per party of  hunters is allowed. A group of  hunters arriving at the unit together in one vehicle will be considered one 
   party. One person alone cannot hold a pit. In cases where only one hunter is occupying a pit, another hunter can join that hunter in the 
   pit. Pits have a minimum occupancy of  two hunters, with a maximum party size of  four hunters.
  • Since the location of  some pits may be difficult to find in the dark, it is recommended that hunters scout the area prior to hunting. 
  • Following harvest of  the crops, additional pits/blinds may be provided in the cropland. If  pits/blinds are added, directional signs will 
   be erected and the pits/blinds will be marked.

For weekly waterfowl reports, please visit our website at:

gfp.sd.gov/hunting/waterfowl
Questions or comments about hunting on all of these areas should be sent to:

Game, Fish and Parks
Lower Oahe Access Plan

20641 SD Hwy 1806
Fort Pierre, SD 57532-6100

LOWER OAHE WATERFOWL ACCESS AREA RULES/RESTRICTIONS

DECOY ONLY CONTROLLED HUNTING UNITS - REGISTRATION REQUIRED
   - Striped blue shapes, restricted to waterfowl hunting only (upland game hunting NOT allowed)
   - Solid blue shapes, upland game hunting allowed. (See     rules below)

 Registration, Drawing Process & Field Assignments
  •	BIG	GAME	HUNTING	IS	NOT	allowed	in	these	fields.
  • Access trails are for registered hunters only.
  • Registration site is a GFP trailer just south of  the JES Farm headquarters. The site is along Grey Goose Road, two miles north of  the 
   Hughes County line OR four miles east of  Highway 1804 from Okobojo Point turnoff.
  • Tentatively, the registration site will be open beginning the first day of  Unit 2 Canada Goose season. Daily registration is required. A 
   random drawing will be conducted one hour before sunrise each morning to determine the order in which a hunting party can 
   choose a field. Opening of  the registration site may be changed depending the arrival of  the geese.
  • Registration of  hunting parties closes EXACTLY ONE HOUR before sunrise each day.
  • Registration forms will be provided at the site. Each hunting group must designate one person to handle registration and provide
   information regarding the other hunters in their group.
  • EACH HUNTER MUST HAVE THEIR LICENSE WITH THEM IN ORDER TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR REGISTRATION!
  • Hunting groups are limited to no more than six hunters.
  • Field shooting over decoys only. GFP decoys available for checkout.
  • Hunters must hunt from the pits while using registration fields that have pits located in them, unless otherwise noted on board in 
   registration trailer.
  • Decoy-only field hunting area will be closed on December 25 and will re-open on December 26.
  • Hunters must remain within their decoy spread while hunting. Pass-shooting is not allowed in any of  the registration fields.
  • The phone number for the registration trailer is 605-264-5380. NO REGISTRATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED BY TELEPHONE!
   This phone number will have recorded outgoing information only and to assist with accommodations for handicapped hunters.

GENERAL RULES FOR ALL LOWAA
 — No “skybusting,” or taking long distance shots at birds that are out of  range.
 — NO LITTERING! Please remove all trash, including empty shotgun shells. Do not clean or pick birds on the area or in the road 
  rights-of-way. Hunters are responsible for removing all litter.
 — All vehicles must park in designated areas or safely along roads/section lines.
 — Hunters should watch for livestock in the adjacent pastures. Be extra careful when livestock is present.
 — A limited number of  laser rangefinders will be available for check out on a first-come, first served basis.
 — Special accomodations for handicapped hunters can be made by calling 605-264-5380 at least one day before hunting; however, 
  several days advance notice is recommended.

 UPLAND GAME HUNTING
  • Upland game hunting may begin during the normal shooting times for pheasant during the early, youth and regular season and will 
   be open daily until the geese arrive. Hunters can find information on geese arrival from the message board posted outside of  the 
   registration trailer, from the outgoing message on the phone at the registration site, and from the GFP internet site 
   (gfp.sd.gov/hunting/waterfowl). Upland game hunting will be closed until the geese leave the area or until the end of  the small game 
   season, whichever is first. Upland game hunters may only park in designated areas and on designated access trails only. Please don’t 
   block the gates or trails.
  • When the fields are open for upland game hunting, small game may be hunted in fields not occupied by goose hunters or farm machinery.

u

u

PUBLIC WATERFOWL HUNTING UNIT - NO REGISTRATION REQUIRED
   - Striped green shapes on map, restricted to waterfowl hunting only (upland game hunting NOT allowed)
   - Solid green shapes on map, upland game hunting allowed until geese arrive. (See     rules below)

  •	BIG	GAME	HUNTING	IS	NOT	allowed	in	these	fields.
  • Designated access trails on these waterfowl areas are for dropping off  equipment only. Driving on the trails for other 
   purposes (such as scouting) is prohibited.
  • Waterfowl hunting is allowed anywhere within the marked field boundaries.
  • Use of  decoys is strongly encouraged. No blinds or pits are provided.
  • Pass-shooting is permitted, but should be restricted to the field borders and fence lines.
  • Upland game hunting is allowed anywhere within the solid green field boundaries until the geese arrive.
  • Birds downed on the adjacent private property may only be picked up through unarmed retrieval.
  • Fields are not divided into smaller hunting units. Choice locations will be available on a first-come, first-served basis. Be considerate 
   of  hunters already in the field when arriving and leaving. Don’t crowd other hunting parties using the area.

u

LOWER OAHE ACCESS AREA
UNARMED RETRIEVAL
Unarmed retrieval of downed birds is permitted. 
Small game, including waterfowl, when shot in a 
lawful place may be retrieved from private property if 
the person is unarmed and does not use a vehicle.

Retrieval should be in a direct line to and from the 
downed bird. The retrieval of downed birds should 
be immediate unless a delayed retrieval would 
substantially reduce disturbance to other hunters or 
persons using that property. Please be considerate 
of other hunters and landowners and minimize 
intrusion onto private lands.

LASER RANGEFINDERS
South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks (GFP) will have 
a limited number of laser rangefinders available on 
a first-come, first-served basis to assist hunters in 
estimating range of waterfowl. Rangefinders can be 
checked out from the registration trailer.

DECOYS AVAILABLE
For hunters who do not own decoys, but would like to 
experience waterfowl hunting opportunities provided 
on the registration fields, GFP has decoys available 
to loan free of charge at the registration trailer.

DECOY LOANER TRAILER
In a continued effort to recruit and retain waterfowl 
hunters the South Dakota Game, Fish and 
Parks, along with great sponsors has equipped 
two 6 X 12 enclosed trailers with either DOA 
or Big Foot full body decoys along with two 
dozen DOA or Big Foot sleeper shell decoys, 
two Banded layout blinds, two Cabela’s layout 
blinds, canada goose flags, along with ear and 
eye protection. Thanks to these supporters of 
the program these trailers are FREE to use!                                                                                                                   
To find more information on how to reserve either 
of these trailers, visit: gfp.sd.gov/hunting/waterfowl/
lower-oahe.aspx  
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LOWER OAHE WATERFOWL, DECOY ONLY 
CONTROLLED FIELD MANAGEMENT
The Department makes every attempt to manage the Lower Oahe 
Waterfowl Hunting Area to provide consistent hunting opportunity 
throughout the entire season by using management practices such as:

Closing fields to hunting: This allows waterfowl an opportunity to 
feed undisturbed, while still providing hunters with great opportunities 
in other fields adjacent to the closed area.  This practice also helps to 
keep waterfowl in this area throughout the hunting season.

Requiring hunters to use the hunting pits in fields where pits are 
located: Pits in the registration fields have proven to be very popular 
for most of the hunters using the area.  Requiring the hunters to hunt 
from pits allows the birds to feed elsewhere in the field for several days 
or weeks and sometimes most of the season.  Many times these fields 
don’t need to be closed, or for only short periods.
 Closing areas to upland game hunting: This practice is used when 
waterfowl migrate into the Lower Oahe Waterfowl Hunting area AND 
begin consistently feeding in the decoy-only controlled hunting fields. 
Closing these areas to upland game hunting reduces disturbance to 
feeding waterfowl and provides better waterfowl hunting opportunities.

FARMING OPERATIONS
As you hunt, please remember farming operations and activities will 
continue on privately owned areas. The landowners participating 
in these programs have agreed to allow public hunting access, but 
also need to maintain their farming procedures. There may be times 
when farm machinery, ATVs or pickups will travel through the fields to 
complete daily farm work.

As responsible hunters, we need to be patient and tolerate any slight 
interruptions as the landowner will be quick and efficient in completing 
their task. Under joint cooperation among landowners, GFP and hunters, 
it is the intent of all involved to give the hunter better opportunities for a 
quality hunt.

Please do not block gates, crowd roads or hamper any normal farming 
operations. Being courteous and respectful will help ensure the future 
of hunting in these areas in particular and build good relations with 
private landowners.

Treat the land as if it were your own. Be considerate of other 
hunters. Respect the resource. Keep the land clean. Be safe.
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Map includes both public and 
private roads and trails.

View this map, along with crop types and field status 
on your smartphone with the SDGFP Outdoors App.

Download for FREE from the Apple Store or Google Play.
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THE ISSUE  
CRP (Conservation Reserve Program) has been the single 
biggest success story for conservation since the Soil Bank 
era of  the late 1950’s and early 1960’s. With over 1.7 
million acres of  nesting habitat enrolled in South Dakota at 
its peak, CRP has taken cropland and marginal pastureland 
out of  production and created wildlife habitat and 
recreational opportunities for outdoor enthusiasts. 

Largely due to high CRP acreage enrollments, South 
Dakota has enjoyed near record pheasant numbers as well 
as other strong wildlife populations over the last 20 years. 
Waterfowl have greatly benefited from CRP. At its peak, 
CRP was estimated to contribute an additional two million 
ducks to the fall flight.  

As of  April 2015, South Dakota has over 921,000 acres 
enrolled in CRP, but over 148,000 acres are set to expire by 
October 2017.  

In light of  the past, and anticipated habitat loss, the 
Department of  Game, Fish and Parks (GFP) chose to 
take a proactive approach in an attempt to reduce the 
impacts of  these losses. The result: GFP and the U.S. 
Department of  Agriculture’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
worked collaboratively to offer a Conservation Reserve 
Enhancement Program (CREP) that will create additional 
habitat.   

THE SOLUTION  
CREP is a partnership between states and FSA that allows 
states to develop customized CRP programs to target 
specific conservation issues within their state. CREP 
programs are usually centered on specific watersheds (in 
this case the James River) and address water quality issues 
and other resource concerns. South Dakota’s James River 
Watershed CREP will address these issues but unlike other 
CREP programs, South Dakota’s is mainly focused on 
preservation and creation of  wildlife habitat. Even more 
uniquely, our CREP requires public access for hunting and 
fishing opportunities.  

A strong hunting heritage is an important part of  life 
in South Dakota for sportsmen and landowners alike. 
As strong as that heritage may be, recent trends show a 
decline in young people’s interest in hunting and fishing. 
To maintain that heritage, one of  GFP’s major objectives 
is to maintain wildlife habitat and at the same time provide 
access to quality hunting.  

One factor that may be contributing to a drop in interest 
is the ability to gain permission to hunt quality habitat 
on private land because of  an increase in commercial 
hunting and the loss of  CRP. One of  the largest obstacles 
to retaining current hunters and recruiting new hunters is 
access to high quality places to hunt.

In October 2009, Governor Mike Rounds and U.S. 
Secretary of  Agriculture Tom Vilsack made huge strides to 
improve wildlife habitat and hunting access opportunities 
in South Dakota by signing a CREP agreement for the 
James River Watershed. CREP will address water quality 
issues, reduce tons of  sediment reaching the James River, 
and help reduce flooding through wetland restoration and 
slowing runoff  to the river.  

“With recent flooding issues in the James River watershed, 
CREP has provided a great option for producers” GFP 
Wildlife Division Director Tony Leif  said.  

Up to 100,000 acres of  land can be enrolled into CREP, 
which translates into over 156 square miles of  public 
hunting access. When fully enrolled, it is estimated 
that CREP will annually produce an additional 285,000 
pheasants and add 60,000 ducks to the fall flight. It will 
also provide critical nesting habitat for many species of  
song birds experiencing population declines like bobolink, 
upland sandpiper, chestnut collared longspur, western 
meadowlark, grasshopper sparrow, savannah sparrow, 
dickcissel, and sedge wren.  

The James River Watershed was selected as an area to 
target CREP for a number of  reasons. This watershed 
often experiences regular spring flooding and the James 
River is on South Dakota’s impaired waters list. It is also 
located in the Prairie Pothole Region, which produces 
more waterfowl than any other region of  North America. 
Some of  South Dakota’s highest densities of  both 
pheasants and pheasant hunters occur in the James River 
Watershed creating a demand for additional public hunting 
acres. Looking at the history of  the state’s Walk-In Area 
program, the James River Watershed is also a part of  the 
state that has generally lacked public hunting and fishing 
access opportunities on private lands.  

CREP allows landowners and producers to enroll land 
in various practices of  CRP in 10-15 year contracts and 
receive a 40 percent higher rental rate than if  they were to 
just enroll their land in CRP. Conservation practices used 

CREP
for CREP include wetland restoration, filter strips, riparian 
forest buffers, and marginal pastureland. CRP acres that 
expired may also be eligible to be enrolled in CREP. Funds 
for the 40 percent higher rental rate come directly from GFP 
and will provide year round public hunting and fishing access 
on the enrolled CREP acres for the duration of  the CREP 
contract.  

Sportsmen will find over 80,000 acres of  CREP in the 
James River watershed for this year’s hunting season. 
Almost all of  them have habitat established and will 
provide excellent hunting opportunity all season long. If  
you have never hunted a piece of  CREP, don’t let this 
opportunity pass you by.  

CONSERVATION RESERVE ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM
SOME OF T HE BEST HUN T IN G OPPORTUNIT IES IN T HE STAT E

Photo © Sam Stukel
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There are over 1.2 million acres of  land enrolled in the 
South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks(GFP) Walk-In Area 
(WIA) program scattered across the state. These lands 
are privately owned working farms and ranches leased for 
public hunting. Providing hunting opportunity is just a 
small part of  how these lands are operated, thus several 
factors play a role in what type of  cover you’ll find when 
arriving at a WIA. Location within the state, environmental 
conditions, current agricultural environment, and time of  
the year dictate habitat on these lands. As working farms 
and ranches, it is important to recognize that landowners 
utilize the land to make a living, and therefore the 
economics of  grain, hay, and livestock markets, can also 
impact the amount of  cover left on a WIA in the fall.

Recent years have been profitable to raise row crops. As a 
result many acres of  wildlife habitat have been converted to 
cropland. Over 500,000 acres of  South Dakota’s CRP acres 
have expired and not been re-enrolled in CRP and over 1.4 
million acres of  grassland have been converted to cropland 
since 2006. Wetlands are also being converted to cropland 
at a rate of  over 15,000 acres per year since 2001.  

Weather also plays a role in the amount and quality of  
wildlife habitat that is found on the landscape. In 2012 
there was a record setting drought across the country that 
impacted South Dakota. This resulted in dry wetlands and 
reduced grassland growth as well as a high demand for 
hay. Consequently, many producers were allowed to hay a 
portion of  their CRP acres. With such dry conditions by 
the fall of  2012, thick wildlife habitat was hard to come by.  
Unless, summer and fall of  2015 dry up considerably, we 
should not see as much haying of  CRP and other grasslands 
across South Dakota this fall.  

Many times the cover found on WIAs does not match the 
quality you find on state owned game production areas.  
This is a direct result of  different management priorities 
as state owned properties are managed specifically for 
wildlife production. That said, WIAs do provide habitat and 
hunting opportunity despite wildlife not being the number 
one management objective. The types of  game and habitat 
on WIAs are as diverse as the landscape of  South Dakota, 
offering hunting opportunities from the burrowing prairie 
dog to the majestic elk.

WIAs in different parts of  the state offer different types of  
hunting opportunity. Most WIAs in the western third of  
the state are more suited for big game (deer and antelope) 
and prairie grouse hunting.  In the central portion of  the 
state, WIAs offer the diversity of  pheasant, waterfowl, 

prairie grouse, mule deer, white-tailed deer and antelope 
hunting.  Most WIAs in the eastern half  provide small 
game and deer hunting opportunities, and to a lesser extent 
waterfowl hunting. However, the habitat found on WIAs 
within each region of  the state may primarily offer hunting 
opportunity for one type of  game. A hunter should not 
expect to find every type of  game on every WIA.

Most of  western South Dakota WIAs are rangeland. Cattle 
may be present during the hunting season depending on 
the ranchers grazing management, but in most cases they 
are not. It is legal to hunt a WIA when cattle are present.  
On the other hand, some WIAs are cropland. Hunting is 
allowed in unharvested cropland unless posted otherwise.  
Many times cropland in WIA also has cattail sloughs, 
streams, grass draws, and/or shelterbelts. These can offer 
some excellent hunting opportunity even though they may 
look different than what many hunters are used to hunting.  
Often wheat stubble can hold pheasants, grouse, deer, and 
antelope. 

Whatever game you are hunting, in any part of  the state, if  
you have the time to get out there and scout a few WIAs, 
it will undoubtedly improve your hunting experience 
this fall. If  you do not have the time to scout, visit GFP 
website maps. They allow you to look at aerial imagery 
and topography to give you a better idea of  what to expect 
when you arrive at a WIA.

Hunting Walk-in Areas Tony Dean’s Acres
Tony Dean passed away in October 2008 after 
a long and dedicated professional career as an 
outdoor communicator, conservationist, and 
sportsman. Following his death, as a fitting 
tribute to Tony, his family and friends worked 
to establish a memorial to continue his life’s 
work by providing “acres” that support wildlife 
habitat, provide public access for hunting, 
fishing, and other outdoor recreation.

Formed in early 2009, the Tony Dean Memorial 
Committee went on to partner with the South 
Dakota Parks and Wildlife Foundation to 
begin accepting donations for purchasing lands 
dedicated to public hunting and fishing access 
as Tony Dean’s Acres Memorial areas. Through 
a variety of  fundraising activities across South 
Dakota and the upper Midwest, nearly $140,000 
was raised through the generosity of  individuals 
and various conservation organizations. Further, 
by leveraging these generous donations with 
grant funds from the North American Wetlands 
Conservation Act, the Wildlife and Sport Fish 
Restoration Program (Pittman-Robertson), Duck 
Stamp dollars, and other state and federal fund, 
a total of  $2,179,175 was raised to purchase 
wetlands and grassland complexes in South 
Dakota under the Tony Dean’s Acres Memorial 
banner.

Working through South Dakota Game, Fish 
and Parks, and the US Fish & Wildlife Service, 
land acquisitions through the Tony Dean’s 
Acres project focused on purchasing round-out 
acres to existing state owned Game Production 
Areas and Federal Waterfowl Production Areas. 
To date, hunters and anglers across South 
Dakota are able to enjoy over 1,696 new public 
land acres as additions to 13 different Game 
Production Areas or Waterfowl Production 
Areas in 13 counties across South Dakota. As a 
result, more than 6,172 total public land acres are 
forever enhanced for wildlife management and 
public access due to the total Tony Dean’s Acres 
acquisition efforts. 

Game Production Areas and Waterfowl 
Production Areas acquired through Tony Dean’s 
Acres are depicted in this year’s hunting atlas 
outlined in yellow.  

Photo © Sam Stukel
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SUNRISE / SUNSET SCHEDULE
All times are Daylight Savings Time through Oct. 31 beginning Nov. 1, all times are Standard Time. For each 12 
miles west, add one minute. For each 12 miles east, subtract one minute.

Sept 1
Sept 3
Sept 5
Sept 7
Sept 9
Sept 11
Sept 13
Sept 15
Sept 17
Sept 19
Sept 21
Sept 23
Sept 25
Sept 27
Sept 29
Oct 1
Oct 3
Oct 5
Oct 7
Oct 9
Oct 11
Oct 13
Oct 15
Oct 17
Oct 19
Oct 21
Oct 23
Oct 25
Oct 27
Oct 29
Oct 31
Nov 1
Nov 2
Nov 4
Nov 6
Nov 8
Nov 10
Nov 12
Nov 14
Nov 16
Nov 18
Nov 20
Nov 22
Nov 24
Nov 26

6:50
6:52
6:54
6:56
6:59
7:01
7:03
7:05
7:08
7:10
7:12
7:14
7:17
7:19
7:21
7:23
7:26
7:28
7:30
7:33
7:35
7:38
7:40
7:42
7:45
7:47
7:50
7:52
7:55
7:58
8:00
7:01
7:03
7:05
7:08
7:11
7:13
7:16
7:18
7:21
7:23
7:26
7:29
7:31
7:33

8:04
8:01
7:57
7:54
7:50
7:47
7:43
7:39
7:36
7:32
7:28
7:25
7:21
7:17
7:14
7:10
7:06
7:03
6:59
6:56
6:52
6:49
6:46
6:42
6:39
6:36
6:33
6:30
6:27
6:24
6:21
5:19
5:18
5:15
5:13
5:10
5:08
5:06
5:04
5:02
5:00
4:58
4:57
4:56
4:54

6:09
6:11
6:14
6:16
6:18
6:20
6:23
6:25
6:27
6:30
6:32
6:34
6:36
6:39
6:41
6:43
6:46
6:48
6:51
6:53
6:55
6:58
7:00
7:03
7:05
7:08
7:10
7:13
7:16
7:18
7:21
6:22
6:24
6:26
6:29
6:32
6:34
6:37
6:39
6:42
6:45
6:47
6:50
6:52
6:55

6:55
6:57
6:59
7:02
7:04
7:06
7:09
7:11
7:13
7:16
7:18
7:20
7:23
7:25
7:27
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7:35
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7:39
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7:44
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7:57
8:00
8:02
8:05
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7:10
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7:18
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7:25
7:21
7:18
7:14
7:10
7:07
7:03
6:59
6:56
6:52
6:48
6:44
6:41
6:37
6:33
6:30
6:26
6:22
6:19
6:15
6:12
6:08
6:05
6:01
5:58
5:55
5:52
5:49
5:46
5:43
5:40
4:38
4:37
4:34
4:32
4:29
4:27
4:25
4:22
4:20
4:19
4:17
4:15
4:14
4:13

8:11
8:08
8:04
8:01
7:57
7:53
7:49
7:46
7:42
7:38
7:34
7:31
7:27
7:23
7:20
7:16
7:12
7:08
7:05
7:01
6:58
6:54
6:51
6:47
6:44
6:41
6:37
6:34
6:31
6:28
6:25
5:24
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5:15
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5:10
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5:06
5:04
5:02
5:01
4:59
4:58

6:15
6:18
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6:29
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6:40
6:43
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6:50
6:52
6:55
6:57
6:59
7:02
7:04
7:07
7:09
7:12
7:14
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6:29
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7:43
7:45
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8:00
8:03
8:06
8:08
8:11
8:14
8:16
7:18
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7:22
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7:27
7:30
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