
GAME, FISH AND PARKS COMMISSION ACTION 

PROPOSAL 
 

General Muzzleloading Deer Hunting Season  
Chapter 41:06:45 

 
Commission Meeting Dates: Public Hearing June 6, 2013  Pierre 
     Finalization  June 6-7, 2013 Pierre 
 

COMMISSION PROPOSAL HIGHLIGHTS 
 

Season Dates:   December 1, 2013 – January 15, 2014 
 

Open Area: “Any Deer” Licenses:  Statewide 
  “Any Antlerless Deer” Licenses:  Unit 1 and Unit 2 
 

Licenses: 1,000 “any deer” licenses 
  Unlimited single and double “any antlerless deer” licenses 
 

Requirements and Restrictions: 
 

1. A hunter may possess no more than five (5) general muzzleloading deer licenses regardless of 
type. 

2. Only residents are eligible to apply for “any deer” tags.  Residents and nonresidents may 
purchase “any antlerless deer” licenses. 

3. Individuals may purchase one “any antlerless deer” license for Unit 1. 
a. The Unit 1 “any antlerless deer” licenses are not valid in the Black Hills Fire Protection 

District and the counties of Bon Homme, Charles Mix, Clay, Codington, Douglas, Grant, 
Hutchinson, Lincoln, Turner, Union and Yankton. 

4. Individuals may purchase up to five (5) single and double tag “any antlerless deer” licenses for 
Unit 2: 

a. The Unit 2 single and double tag “any antlerless deer” licenses are not valid in those 
areas closed in Unit 1 and the counties of Brookings, Deuel, Hamlin, Lake, McCook, 
Minnehaha, Moody, and Roberts. 

5. Shooting hours are ½ hour before sunrise to ½ hour after sunset. 
6. From Jan 1-15, only “any antlerless deer” are valid. 
7. Sand Lake National Wildlife Refuge, Lacreek National Wildlife Refuge, Lake Andes National 

Wildlife Refuge, Waubay National Wildlife Refuge, Waubay State Game Refuge, Farm Island 
State Recreation Area, LaFramboise Island Nature Area, and the Fort Meade Bureau of Land 
Management South unit and the signed portion of the North unit are closed to general 
muzzleloading deer hunting. 

 
Recommended changes from last year: 
 
1.   Only unfilled “any antlerless deer” licenses are valid from January 1-15

th
. 

2.   Add Bon Homme, Charles Mix, Clay, Codington, Douglas, Grant, Hutchinson, Lincoln, Turner, 
Union and Yankton counties to the area where antlerless deer licenses are not valid. 

 

SUPPORTIVE INFORMATION 
 
 

Year 1
st
 Choice 

Applications 
“Any Deer” 
Licenses 

“Antlerless” 
Licenses (Tags) 

Hunter 
Success 

WT Bucks 
Harvested 

WT Does 
Harvested 

MD Buck 
Harvested 

MD Does 
Harvested 

Deer 
Harvested 

2008 5,080 1,018 4,838 (7,655) 44% 625 2,520 179 518 3,842 

2009 5,184 1,015 4,752 (6,534) 35% 499 1,758 78 305 2,641 

2010 5,516 1,013 4,870 (6,737) 39% 563 2,037 106 328 2,988 

2011 5,404 1,018 5,012 (6,712) 26% 308 1,113 83 216 1,720 

2012 6,062 986 5,144 (6,703) 30% 439 1,229 117 216 2,001 

 

 
 
 



Muzzleloader Deer Hunting Season 
2013 “Antlerless License” Restrictions 

 
 

1. The Unit 1 single-tag “any antlerless deer” license is valid in all areas except the 
shaded areas. 

 
2. The Unit 2 single-tag and double-tag “any antlerless deer” licenses are valid in all 

areas except the shaded areas. 
 

Muzzleloader Antlerless Unit 1 (shaded areas closed) 
 

 
Muzzleloader Antlerless Unit 2 (shaded areas closed) 

 

 


