
NOTICE OF PUBL1C HEARING
 
DEPARTMENT OF GAME, FISH AND PARKS
 

A Public Hearing will be held at the Americlnn (Scotty Phillips Room), 312 Island 

Drive, Ft. Pierre, South Dakota, on March 7, 2013, at 2:00 o'clock P.M. (CST), to consider 

adoption, amendment and repeal of Rules pertaining to: 

1. ARSD 41 :04:02 - Public Water Zoning. 

Effect: The proposed amendments would (a) repeal the existing "no boating zones" 

designated on Helgeson Slough in Clark County and on portfons of Rock Creek Game 

Production Area and East Stink Lake in Marshall County; (b) create a new "public swimming 

zone" fronting on a portion of shoreline of Platte Creek Recreation Area on Lake Francis 

Case (Charles Mix County), and (c) repeal two existing "public swimming zones" designated 

on Clear Lake in Marshall County. 

Reason: (a) Department staff has determined these pUblic safety zones no longer 

serve the objective for which they were designated. Islands or shorelines associated with 

these safety zones were developed and used as Canada goose "feeding sites" to help 

alleviate depredation damage to crops. The safety zones reduced or eliminated 

disturbance by boaters in order to improve the attractiveness of these areas to Canada 

geese. Due to recent land use changes and observed behavior of Canada geese, these 

areas no longer successfully function as feeding sites; therefore, these safety zones can be 

removed and anglers will benefit from these local fisheries that have recently developed. 

(b) A public swimming zone currently does not exist at Platte Creek Recreation Area. 

Approximately 60,000 visitors come to the recreation area annually, many of whom are day 

users who come to the park specifically to partake in swimming and beach activities. 

Designating a zoned swimming beach would increase personal safety for swimmers. 

Although boats and personal watercraft are prohibited within a public swimming zone, the 

recreation area has other shoreline that is suitable to meet the needs of boaters. (c) 



Department staff has detennined that these pUblic safety zones no longer serve the 

objective for which they were designated. The Clear Lake Resort no longer exists as an 

operating business and the boat ramp has been removed. Because the Clear Lake 

Recreation Area has been reclassified as a Lakeside Use Area and the predominant public 

use is as a boat launch site, the area sees very little swimming activity. 

2. ARSD 41 :05:02 - Refuges. 

Effect: The proposed amendment would remove the North Shore State Waterfowl 

Refuge from the list of Missouri River refuges. 

Reason: Department staff has detennined the North Shore State Waterfowl 

Refuge along the Missouri River in Buffalo County no longer serves the objective for which 

it was initially designated as a waterfowl refuge. The North Shore State Waterfowl Refuge 

is the only take line waterfowl refuge on the Missouri River that does not also include a 

water line waterfowl refuge. Without a water line waterfowl refuge in place, hunters can 

already legally hunt the bays within the refuge. Therefore, a take line waterfowl refuge is not 

necessary. Because there is currently no access to the refuge other than by boat, removing 

this take line refuge likely will not increase the hunting pressure by pass shooters. While 

the use of this area is expected to be minima~, this would open up additional public hunting 

opportunities for waterfowl hunters. The adjacent landowner supports this recommendation. 

3. ARSD 41:06:20 - West River Prairie Deer Season (Special Buck Licenses); and 
ARSD 41 :06:21 - East River Deer Hunting Season (Special Buck Licenses) 

Effect: The proposed amendments would limit an individual to possessing either 

an East River or West River special buck license in any given year. In addition, special 

buck license allocations will be based on a percentage of the previous year license 

allocation of resident licenses which include an "any deer" tag for the West River and East 

River deer seasons adopted as a proposal by the Commission. West River allocations for 

both residents and nonresident will be 4% of the total resident licenses which include an 



"any deer" tag. East River allocations for residents will be 4% of the total resident license 

allocations which include an "any deer" tag. 

Reason: Provide hunting opportunity consistent with wildlife management objectives. 

The above rule proposals may be modified or amended following receipt of public 

comment at the hearing to include or exclude matters that are described in this Notice of 

Hearing. The hearing may be continued from time to time until its business has been 

completed and may be rescheduled. 

Interested persons will be given reasonable opportunity to submit data, opinions, 

arguments and their views, either orally or in writing (or both) at the hearing. Persons 

unable to attend the hearing may mail data, opinions, arguments, and their views to the 

office of the Secretary of the Department of Game, Fish and Parks, Foss Building, 523 East 

Capitol, Pierre, South Dakota 57501, or transmit by email toWildinfo@state.sd.us. All 

persons who desire to submit written data, opinions, arguments, and their views by mail or 

email are encouraged to mail or transmit the same in sufficient time so that it is received by 

and in the office of the Secretary of the Department of Game, Fish and Parks on or before 

12:00 o'clock P.M. three (3) days prior to the date of hearing. Interested persons will be 

given reasonable opportunity to submit data, opinions, arguments and their views, either 

orally or in writing (or both) to the Commission for its consideration. All written and email 

comments must include the name, home town/city and state of the person submitting the 

comments. 

Copies of the proposed rules may be requested from the office of the Secretary of 

the Department of Game, Fish and Parks, Foss Building, 523 East Capitol, Pierre, South 

Dakota 57501. Handicapped persons may contact the undersigned for assistance. 
:7"""0 

Dated this 1/ day of February, 2013. 

(SEAL) 

mailto:toWildinfo@state.sd.us


This Noti~e of Public Hearing is published at the approximate cost of $ _ 


